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ACCORDING t o  re  -
ports, the appointment 
is the highest number 

of judges to be appointed at once in 
the last two decades.

Olugbenga bagged Bachelor 
of Law degree in 1980 and Master 
degree in Laws in 1984, both from 
the prestigious University of Ife, 
now Obafemi Awolowo University, 
Ile Ife, Nigeria. He earned his 
PhD in 1995 in Nigeria and later 

By N.Ugoh
Nigerian-born Olugbenga 

Shoyele and 7 other people 
have appointed as new 

judges of the Provincial 
Courts of Alberta.

Olugbenga Shoyele

Appointed 
Provincial 
Court Judge 
In Canada

obtained Master Degree in Law in 
University of Alberta in 2003. He 
served as a law professor in Nigeria 
and practised in Edmonton as legal 
counsel for the Alberta Court of 
Queen’s Bench. He was appointed 
to Edmonton Criminal Division.

Lawyers with a minimum of 
10 years at the bar can apply to 
become a Provincial Court of 
Alberta judge and applications 
are first considered by the 
Judicial Council, the Council 
recommends applicants to the 
Provincial Court Nominating 
Committee. Form there, the 
committee selects candidates, 
interviews and recommends 
to the Minister of Justice and 
Solicitor General.

While congratulating the newly 
appointed Judges, the Minister of 
Justice and Solicitor General of 
Alberta, Nigerian-born Kaycee 
Madu said: “I congratulate all 
these worthy appointees and wish 
them success in their new roles as 
judges of the Provincial Court of 
Alberta. This group of appointees 
represents the diversity present 
in Alberta and will help increase 
access to justice for Albertans.

“These appointments make 
progress on my commitment to 
have our justice system reflect 
Alberta today. Our province will 
be better served by the elevation 
of these appointees to the bench, 
and I thank them for agreeing to 
serve Alberta.” By N. Ugoh

Nollywood’s iconic actress, 
Rachel Oniga has died. She 
died at the age of 64. 

According to reports, the 
actress died recently from 
Covid-19 complications. Reports 
also have it that Oniga shot some 
scenes in a movie at Mowe, Ogun 
state few days before her death. 
Other details are still unclear at 
the time of filing this report. 

While paying tribute to 
her, Facebook user Olusegun 
Oshiyoye described Rachel 
Oniga as his aunt and wrote; 

“Rest in peace Aunty Rachel. 
Words cannot describe what I 
am feeling right now.

“Our last conversation was 
not like this…Your memories 
will never be forgotten Mummy 
Olamiji…Continue to rest in 
peace.”

Famous actress 
Rachel Oniga dies at 64

Dear Agatha - I haven’t seen 
my husband for 10 years
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lPeople with eye defects 
such as cataracts, glauco-
ma, short-sightedness, and 
long-sightedness were healed!
lMobile policeman healed 

of  Cardiac pain/infection after 
series of  operations!
lA little boy healed after 

suffering from Asthma since 
birth!

By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
recently achieved an unprec-
edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.

TOP CANADIAN BANK NAMES NIGERIAN WOMAN, 
LAWAL AS NEW CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER

1 BILLION SOULS FOR JESUS PROJECT LAUNCHED

By NCNC Staff

Kikelomo “Kike” Lawal has 
joined the growing list of Nigeri-
ans breaking grounds overseas 
as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce has recruited her 
to be its Chief Legal Officer.

The Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that Lawal will 
resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.

The Nigerian born woman, 
a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
analysis by Bloomberg News, 
while more than half of Toron-
to’s population is foreign-born, 
only a small percentage of top 
executive and board positions 
at Canada’s largest banks reflect 
the diversity of the country’s fi-
nancial capital.Kikelomo Lawal
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10-YEAR-OLD NIGERIAN 
GENIUS APPOINTED BY 
UK SCHOOL AS CODING 

INSTRUCTOR
By Stanley Ugagbe

A 10-year-old Nigerian tech 
genius, Emmanuella Mayaki has 
added to the growing list of Ni-
gerians making reverberating 
impact across the globe. She has 
proven that even at a tender age; 
one can attain great heights if one 
is determined to do so.
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Pentium Ministries holds 3rd “Dinner 
with the King crusade” in Nigeria
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Doumbia

People with eye defects such as cataracts, glaucoma, short- 
sightedness, and long-sightedness were healed.

By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
recently achieved an unprec-
edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.

TOP CANADIAN BANK NAMES NIGERIAN WOMAN, 
LAWAL AS NEW CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER

1 BILLION SOULS FOR JESUS PROJECT LAUNCHED

By NCNC Staff

Kikelomo “Kike” Lawal has 
joined the growing list of Nigeri-
ans breaking grounds overseas 
as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce has recruited her 
to be its Chief Legal Officer.

The Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that Lawal will 
resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.

The Nigerian born woman, 
a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
analysis by Bloomberg News, 
while more than half of Toron-
to’s population is foreign-born, 
only a small percentage of top 
executive and board positions 
at Canada’s largest banks reflect 
the diversity of the country’s fi-
nancial capital.Kikelomo Lawal
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10-YEAR-OLD NIGERIAN 
GENIUS APPOINTED BY 
UK SCHOOL AS CODING 

INSTRUCTOR
By Stanley Ugagbe

A 10-year-old Nigerian tech 
genius, Emmanuella Mayaki has 
added to the growing list of Ni-
gerians making reverberating 
impact across the globe. She has 
proven that even at a tender age; 
one can attain great heights if one 
is determined to do so.
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By John Michael

In the face of  despair, as a 
result of  the Global Pan-
demic (COVID-19), Apostle 
Ausbeth Ajagu, showed 

tenacity as he traversed from 
Canada to Nigeria amidst the 
lock-down, restrictions and 
security concerns to host the 
3rd  Crusade by Pentium Min-
istries “Dinner with the King” 
on April 2 and 3, 2021.

The Crusade was attended 
by a large number of  patrons 
especially Christians who usu-
ally celebrate the death and 
resurrection of  Jesus Christ 
at that time of  the year. 

The spiritual leader, Ajagu, 
cautioned Nigerians over 
ill-gotten wealth “as it does 
not epitomize the death of  
Christ on the cross of  Calva-
ry.”  Ajagu also stated that the 
Church must come together in 
hope and faith to do exploit for 
God before it’s overrun by the 
enemies of  Christ.

The two days Crusade was 
filled with momentous occa-
sions as the patrons who en-
joyed selections from gospel 
artistes Buchi Antuonwu and 
James Arum, were sumptuous-
ly fed and swelled with antici-
pation as they witnessed nu-
merous miracles and healings 
over the two days.  

Miracles
lAs the cloud changed it 

started raining in Lagos, Nige-
ria. The Servant of  God, Apos-
tle Ausbeth, decreed “let there 
be no rain” and immediately 
the rain ceased! Columnist, AGATHA EDO

6-Year-Old 
Lily Adeleye 
Founder of 
Lily Frilly Hair 
Bow Signs 
Deal with 
Walmart

Malami: 
Nnamdi Kanu 
has been  
re-arrested 
and returned 
to Nigeria

She was 
raped by 
armed 
men

KASSIM DOUMBIA: FIRST BLACK 
MAYOR OF NEW BRUNSWICK
By N.Ugoh

Born in Ivory Coast, but raised 
in Senegal, the 41-year-old 
has lived, worked and vol-
unteered in the small north-

eastern New Brunswick town for the 
last 14 years. For Kassim Doumbia, 
Shippagan is home. And in the latest 
municipal election, residents of  New 
Brunswick decided to make him their 
Mayor.

“This election was very important to 
me because by being elected, I’m the first 
Black Mayor in New Brunswick...so for 
me it’s like, ‘Wow, Shippagan people did 
really accept me in the community. So 
for the citizens to elect me as the mayor, 
they see me as someone from the com-
munity, so that means a lot to me.”

New Brunswick first appeared 
on Doumbia’s radar in the late 1990s 
when he was a teenager. He was con-
sidering a destination to further his ed-
ucation when a friend who was studying 
at the University of  Moncton told him 
about the developing city where unlim-
ited opportunities abound. After suc-
cessfully applying to study Computer 

Science, Doumbia left Ivory Coast at 19.
Since he left Ivory Coast at the age 

of  19, Doumbia returned just once in 
2016 to visit his home country. When he 
was done with his degree, Doumbia said 
the crash of  the dot-com bubble made it 
difficult to find work in his field. Conse-
quently, he opted to go on to get a Mas-
ters degree in Business Administration 
while interning at the Chamber of  Com-
merce for Greater Moncton.

After his graduation, he relocated to 
Tracadie-Sheila to take a tech job based 
in Paquetville. In 2007, Doumbia and 
his wife, whom he met while studying 
at University of  Moncton, moved to 
Shippagan to be close to her family. They 
have two daughters aged nine and 11.

In 2010, Doumbia said he started 
working as the executive assistant 
to then-Lamèque-Shippagan-Miscou 
MLA Paul Robichaud — a role he said 
“sparked” his interest in municipal poli-
tics. “I got to know the real people living 
in the community. So by working with 
Paul Robichaud, I was able to really con-
nect with the struggle that the commu-
nity — some people in the community 
— was living.

“I was enjoying that, so I said, “Why 
not apply to the council of  the next elec-
tion?” And the next election came in 
2012, and I decided to put my name and 
I was elected the first time. “Doumbia 
served the full term, and went on to get 
re-elected in the 2016 election.

Marie-Lou Noël has worked directly 
with Doumbia since she was elected as 
a Councilor for Shippagan in 2016 and 
describes him as easy-going and intel-
ligent.

“He’s a really good guy with people. 
He’s really, really intelligent and he 
knows a lot,” Noël said. “He was work-
ing for the government with Paul Ro-
bichaud at the time, so he has a lot of  
contacts and he puts this to the profit 
of  our town.”

Noël, who was born in Quebec and 
moved to Shippagan 13 years ago, said 
she’s also proud of  her town for showing 
its openness to newcomers by electing 
the province’s first Black mayor. Now 
Doumbia wants to focus on attracting 
more jobs to the region, improving ac-
cess to affordable housing, and provid-
ing programs to get young people better 
engaged with the community.

P.19

P.7

AU Mourns 
as Zambia’s 
First 
President 
Dies P.20

P.10

By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
recently achieved an unprec-
edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.

TOP CANADIAN BANK NAMES NIGERIAN WOMAN, 
LAWAL AS NEW CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER

1 BILLION SOULS FOR JESUS PROJECT LAUNCHED

By NCNC Staff

Kikelomo “Kike” Lawal has 
joined the growing list of Nigeri-
ans breaking grounds overseas 
as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce has recruited her 
to be its Chief Legal Officer.

The Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that Lawal will 
resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.

The Nigerian born woman, 
a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
analysis by Bloomberg News, 
while more than half of Toron-
to’s population is foreign-born, 
only a small percentage of top 
executive and board positions 
at Canada’s largest banks reflect 
the diversity of the country’s fi-
nancial capital.Kikelomo Lawal
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10-YEAR-OLD NIGERIAN 
GENIUS APPOINTED BY 
UK SCHOOL AS CODING 

INSTRUCTOR
By Stanley Ugagbe

A 10-year-old Nigerian tech 
genius, Emmanuella Mayaki has 
added to the growing list of Ni-
gerians making reverberating 
impact across the globe. She has 
proven that even at a tender age; 
one can attain great heights if one 
is determined to do so.
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lNumerous others were 
healed from various illnesses 
and diseases 
lPeople gave their lives to 

Christ, threw away their fetish 
Gods, and embraced the true 
and faithful of  God.

Recall that PENTIUM Min-
istries made a record last year 
when it launched OPERATION 
ONE BILLION SOULS FOR JE-
SUS and recently successfully or-
ganized “OPERATION RESCUE 
INDIA” prayer campaign which 
saw numerous people living in 
India destroying their gods.

PENTIUM ministries is a 
non-denominational ministry 
of  Lord Jesus with members 
and units in about 22 countries. 

Finally, Ajagu invited all 
and sundry to embrace Jesus 
by joining Pentium Ministries’ 
“1 Billion Souls for Jesus ” 
project. Contact them via their 
website at www.pentiumminis-
tries.org.

lPeople with eye defects 
such as cataracts, glauco-
ma, short-sightedness, and 
long-sightedness were healed!
lMobile policeman healed 

of  Cardiac pain/infection after 
series of  operations!
lA little boy healed after 

suffering from Asthma since 
birth!

By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
recently achieved an unprec-
edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.

TOP CANADIAN BANK NAMES NIGERIAN WOMAN, 
LAWAL AS NEW CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER

1 BILLION SOULS FOR JESUS PROJECT LAUNCHED

By NCNC Staff

Kikelomo “Kike” Lawal has 
joined the growing list of Nigeri-
ans breaking grounds overseas 
as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce has recruited her 
to be its Chief Legal Officer.

The Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that Lawal will 
resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.

The Nigerian born woman, 
a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
analysis by Bloomberg News, 
while more than half of Toron-
to’s population is foreign-born, 
only a small percentage of top 
executive and board positions 
at Canada’s largest banks reflect 
the diversity of the country’s fi-
nancial capital.Kikelomo Lawal
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10-YEAR-OLD NIGERIAN 
GENIUS APPOINTED BY 
UK SCHOOL AS CODING 

INSTRUCTOR
By Stanley Ugagbe

A 10-year-old Nigerian tech 
genius, Emmanuella Mayaki has 
added to the growing list of Ni-
gerians making reverberating 
impact across the globe. She has 
proven that even at a tender age; 
one can attain great heights if one 
is determined to do so.
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Doumbia

People with eye defects such as cataracts, glaucoma, short- 
sightedness, and long-sightedness were healed.

By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
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edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.
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as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
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resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.
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a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
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to’s population is foreign-born, 
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By John Michael

In the face of  despair, as a 
result of  the Global Pan-
demic (COVID-19), Apostle 
Ausbeth Ajagu, showed 

tenacity as he traversed from 
Canada to Nigeria amidst the 
lock-down, restrictions and 
security concerns to host the 
3rd  Crusade by Pentium Min-
istries “Dinner with the King” 
on April 2 and 3, 2021.

The Crusade was attended 
by a large number of  patrons 
especially Christians who usu-
ally celebrate the death and 
resurrection of  Jesus Christ 
at that time of  the year. 

The spiritual leader, Ajagu, 
cautioned Nigerians over 
ill-gotten wealth “as it does 
not epitomize the death of  
Christ on the cross of  Calva-
ry.”  Ajagu also stated that the 
Church must come together in 
hope and faith to do exploit for 
God before it’s overrun by the 
enemies of  Christ.

The two days Crusade was 
filled with momentous occa-
sions as the patrons who en-
joyed selections from gospel 
artistes Buchi Antuonwu and 
James Arum, were sumptuous-
ly fed and swelled with antici-
pation as they witnessed nu-
merous miracles and healings 
over the two days.  

Miracles
lAs the cloud changed it 

started raining in Lagos, Nige-
ria. The Servant of  God, Apos-
tle Ausbeth, decreed “let there 
be no rain” and immediately 
the rain ceased! Columnist, AGATHA EDO

6-Year-Old 
Lily Adeleye 
Founder of 
Lily Frilly Hair 
Bow Signs 
Deal with 
Walmart

Malami: 
Nnamdi Kanu 
has been  
re-arrested 
and returned 
to Nigeria

She was 
raped by 
armed 
men

KASSIM DOUMBIA: FIRST BLACK 
MAYOR OF NEW BRUNSWICK
By N.Ugoh

Born in Ivory Coast, but raised 
in Senegal, the 41-year-old 
has lived, worked and vol-
unteered in the small north-

eastern New Brunswick town for the 
last 14 years. For Kassim Doumbia, 
Shippagan is home. And in the latest 
municipal election, residents of  New 
Brunswick decided to make him their 
Mayor.

“This election was very important to 
me because by being elected, I’m the first 
Black Mayor in New Brunswick...so for 
me it’s like, ‘Wow, Shippagan people did 
really accept me in the community. So 
for the citizens to elect me as the mayor, 
they see me as someone from the com-
munity, so that means a lot to me.”

New Brunswick first appeared 
on Doumbia’s radar in the late 1990s 
when he was a teenager. He was con-
sidering a destination to further his ed-
ucation when a friend who was studying 
at the University of  Moncton told him 
about the developing city where unlim-
ited opportunities abound. After suc-
cessfully applying to study Computer 

Science, Doumbia left Ivory Coast at 19.
Since he left Ivory Coast at the age 

of  19, Doumbia returned just once in 
2016 to visit his home country. When he 
was done with his degree, Doumbia said 
the crash of  the dot-com bubble made it 
difficult to find work in his field. Conse-
quently, he opted to go on to get a Mas-
ters degree in Business Administration 
while interning at the Chamber of  Com-
merce for Greater Moncton.

After his graduation, he relocated to 
Tracadie-Sheila to take a tech job based 
in Paquetville. In 2007, Doumbia and 
his wife, whom he met while studying 
at University of  Moncton, moved to 
Shippagan to be close to her family. They 
have two daughters aged nine and 11.

In 2010, Doumbia said he started 
working as the executive assistant 
to then-Lamèque-Shippagan-Miscou 
MLA Paul Robichaud — a role he said 
“sparked” his interest in municipal poli-
tics. “I got to know the real people living 
in the community. So by working with 
Paul Robichaud, I was able to really con-
nect with the struggle that the commu-
nity — some people in the community 
— was living.

“I was enjoying that, so I said, “Why 
not apply to the council of  the next elec-
tion?” And the next election came in 
2012, and I decided to put my name and 
I was elected the first time. “Doumbia 
served the full term, and went on to get 
re-elected in the 2016 election.

Marie-Lou Noël has worked directly 
with Doumbia since she was elected as 
a Councilor for Shippagan in 2016 and 
describes him as easy-going and intel-
ligent.

“He’s a really good guy with people. 
He’s really, really intelligent and he 
knows a lot,” Noël said. “He was work-
ing for the government with Paul Ro-
bichaud at the time, so he has a lot of  
contacts and he puts this to the profit 
of  our town.”

Noël, who was born in Quebec and 
moved to Shippagan 13 years ago, said 
she’s also proud of  her town for showing 
its openness to newcomers by electing 
the province’s first Black mayor. Now 
Doumbia wants to focus on attracting 
more jobs to the region, improving ac-
cess to affordable housing, and provid-
ing programs to get young people better 
engaged with the community.

P.19

P.7

AU Mourns 
as Zambia’s 
First 
President 
Dies P.20

P.10

By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
recently achieved an unprec-
edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.

TOP CANADIAN BANK NAMES NIGERIAN WOMAN, 
LAWAL AS NEW CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER

1 BILLION SOULS FOR JESUS PROJECT LAUNCHED

By NCNC Staff

Kikelomo “Kike” Lawal has 
joined the growing list of Nigeri-
ans breaking grounds overseas 
as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce has recruited her 
to be its Chief Legal Officer.

The Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that Lawal will 
resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.

The Nigerian born woman, 
a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
analysis by Bloomberg News, 
while more than half of Toron-
to’s population is foreign-born, 
only a small percentage of top 
executive and board positions 
at Canada’s largest banks reflect 
the diversity of the country’s fi-
nancial capital.Kikelomo Lawal
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10-YEAR-OLD NIGERIAN 
GENIUS APPOINTED BY 
UK SCHOOL AS CODING 

INSTRUCTOR
By Stanley Ugagbe

A 10-year-old Nigerian tech 
genius, Emmanuella Mayaki has 
added to the growing list of Ni-
gerians making reverberating 
impact across the globe. She has 
proven that even at a tender age; 
one can attain great heights if one 
is determined to do so.
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lNumerous others were 
healed from various illnesses 
and diseases 
lPeople gave their lives to 

Christ, threw away their fetish 
Gods, and embraced the true 
and faithful of  God.

Recall that PENTIUM Min-
istries made a record last year 
when it launched OPERATION 
ONE BILLION SOULS FOR JE-
SUS and recently successfully or-
ganized “OPERATION RESCUE 
INDIA” prayer campaign which 
saw numerous people living in 
India destroying their gods.

PENTIUM ministries is a 
non-denominational ministry 
of  Lord Jesus with members 
and units in about 22 countries. 

Finally, Ajagu invited all 
and sundry to embrace Jesus 
by joining Pentium Ministries’ 
“1 Billion Souls for Jesus ” 
project. Contact them via their 
website at www.pentiumminis-
tries.org.

lPeople with eye defects 
such as cataracts, glauco-
ma, short-sightedness, and 
long-sightedness were healed!
lMobile policeman healed 

of  Cardiac pain/infection after 
series of  operations!
lA little boy healed after 

suffering from Asthma since 
birth!

By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
recently achieved an unprec-
edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.
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1 BILLION SOULS FOR JESUS PROJECT LAUNCHED

By NCNC Staff

Kikelomo “Kike” Lawal has 
joined the growing list of Nigeri-
ans breaking grounds overseas 
as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce has recruited her 
to be its Chief Legal Officer.

The Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that Lawal will 
resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.

The Nigerian born woman, 
a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
analysis by Bloomberg News, 
while more than half of Toron-
to’s population is foreign-born, 
only a small percentage of top 
executive and board positions 
at Canada’s largest banks reflect 
the diversity of the country’s fi-
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INSTRUCTOR
By Stanley Ugagbe

A 10-year-old Nigerian tech 
genius, Emmanuella Mayaki has 
added to the growing list of Ni-
gerians making reverberating 
impact across the globe. She has 
proven that even at a tender age; 
one can attain great heights if one 
is determined to do so.
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Pentium Ministries holds 3rd “Dinner 
with the King crusade” in Nigeria
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Doumbia

People with eye defects such as cataracts, glaucoma, short- 
sightedness, and long-sightedness were healed.

By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
recently achieved an unprec-
edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.

TOP CANADIAN BANK NAMES NIGERIAN WOMAN, 
LAWAL AS NEW CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER

1 BILLION SOULS FOR JESUS PROJECT LAUNCHED

By NCNC Staff

Kikelomo “Kike” Lawal has 
joined the growing list of Nigeri-
ans breaking grounds overseas 
as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce has recruited her 
to be its Chief Legal Officer.

The Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that Lawal will 
resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.

The Nigerian born woman, 
a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
analysis by Bloomberg News, 
while more than half of Toron-
to’s population is foreign-born, 
only a small percentage of top 
executive and board positions 
at Canada’s largest banks reflect 
the diversity of the country’s fi-
nancial capital.Kikelomo Lawal
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INSTRUCTOR
By Stanley Ugagbe

A 10-year-old Nigerian tech 
genius, Emmanuella Mayaki has 
added to the growing list of Ni-
gerians making reverberating 
impact across the globe. She has 
proven that even at a tender age; 
one can attain great heights if one 
is determined to do so.
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By John Michael

In the face of  despair, as a 
result of  the Global Pan-
demic (COVID-19), Apostle 
Ausbeth Ajagu, showed 

tenacity as he traversed from 
Canada to Nigeria amidst the 
lock-down, restrictions and 
security concerns to host the 
3rd  Crusade by Pentium Min-
istries “Dinner with the King” 
on April 2 and 3, 2021.

The Crusade was attended 
by a large number of  patrons 
especially Christians who usu-
ally celebrate the death and 
resurrection of  Jesus Christ 
at that time of  the year. 

The spiritual leader, Ajagu, 
cautioned Nigerians over 
ill-gotten wealth “as it does 
not epitomize the death of  
Christ on the cross of  Calva-
ry.”  Ajagu also stated that the 
Church must come together in 
hope and faith to do exploit for 
God before it’s overrun by the 
enemies of  Christ.

The two days Crusade was 
filled with momentous occa-
sions as the patrons who en-
joyed selections from gospel 
artistes Buchi Antuonwu and 
James Arum, were sumptuous-
ly fed and swelled with antici-
pation as they witnessed nu-
merous miracles and healings 
over the two days.  

Miracles
lAs the cloud changed it 

started raining in Lagos, Nige-
ria. The Servant of  God, Apos-
tle Ausbeth, decreed “let there 
be no rain” and immediately 
the rain ceased! Columnist, AGATHA EDO

6-Year-Old 
Lily Adeleye 
Founder of 
Lily Frilly Hair 
Bow Signs 
Deal with 
Walmart

Malami: 
Nnamdi Kanu 
has been  
re-arrested 
and returned 
to Nigeria

She was 
raped by 
armed 
men

KASSIM DOUMBIA: FIRST BLACK 
MAYOR OF NEW BRUNSWICK
By N.Ugoh

Born in Ivory Coast, but raised 
in Senegal, the 41-year-old 
has lived, worked and vol-
unteered in the small north-

eastern New Brunswick town for the 
last 14 years. For Kassim Doumbia, 
Shippagan is home. And in the latest 
municipal election, residents of  New 
Brunswick decided to make him their 
Mayor.

“This election was very important to 
me because by being elected, I’m the first 
Black Mayor in New Brunswick...so for 
me it’s like, ‘Wow, Shippagan people did 
really accept me in the community. So 
for the citizens to elect me as the mayor, 
they see me as someone from the com-
munity, so that means a lot to me.”

New Brunswick first appeared 
on Doumbia’s radar in the late 1990s 
when he was a teenager. He was con-
sidering a destination to further his ed-
ucation when a friend who was studying 
at the University of  Moncton told him 
about the developing city where unlim-
ited opportunities abound. After suc-
cessfully applying to study Computer 

Science, Doumbia left Ivory Coast at 19.
Since he left Ivory Coast at the age 

of  19, Doumbia returned just once in 
2016 to visit his home country. When he 
was done with his degree, Doumbia said 
the crash of  the dot-com bubble made it 
difficult to find work in his field. Conse-
quently, he opted to go on to get a Mas-
ters degree in Business Administration 
while interning at the Chamber of  Com-
merce for Greater Moncton.

After his graduation, he relocated to 
Tracadie-Sheila to take a tech job based 
in Paquetville. In 2007, Doumbia and 
his wife, whom he met while studying 
at University of  Moncton, moved to 
Shippagan to be close to her family. They 
have two daughters aged nine and 11.

In 2010, Doumbia said he started 
working as the executive assistant 
to then-Lamèque-Shippagan-Miscou 
MLA Paul Robichaud — a role he said 
“sparked” his interest in municipal poli-
tics. “I got to know the real people living 
in the community. So by working with 
Paul Robichaud, I was able to really con-
nect with the struggle that the commu-
nity — some people in the community 
— was living.

“I was enjoying that, so I said, “Why 
not apply to the council of  the next elec-
tion?” And the next election came in 
2012, and I decided to put my name and 
I was elected the first time. “Doumbia 
served the full term, and went on to get 
re-elected in the 2016 election.

Marie-Lou Noël has worked directly 
with Doumbia since she was elected as 
a Councilor for Shippagan in 2016 and 
describes him as easy-going and intel-
ligent.

“He’s a really good guy with people. 
He’s really, really intelligent and he 
knows a lot,” Noël said. “He was work-
ing for the government with Paul Ro-
bichaud at the time, so he has a lot of  
contacts and he puts this to the profit 
of  our town.”

Noël, who was born in Quebec and 
moved to Shippagan 13 years ago, said 
she’s also proud of  her town for showing 
its openness to newcomers by electing 
the province’s first Black mayor. Now 
Doumbia wants to focus on attracting 
more jobs to the region, improving ac-
cess to affordable housing, and provid-
ing programs to get young people better 
engaged with the community.

P.19

P.7

AU Mourns 
as Zambia’s 
First 
President 
Dies P.20

P.10

By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
recently achieved an unprec-
edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.

TOP CANADIAN BANK NAMES NIGERIAN WOMAN, 
LAWAL AS NEW CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER

1 BILLION SOULS FOR JESUS PROJECT LAUNCHED

By NCNC Staff

Kikelomo “Kike” Lawal has 
joined the growing list of Nigeri-
ans breaking grounds overseas 
as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce has recruited her 
to be its Chief Legal Officer.

The Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that Lawal will 
resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.

The Nigerian born woman, 
a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
analysis by Bloomberg News, 
while more than half of Toron-
to’s population is foreign-born, 
only a small percentage of top 
executive and board positions 
at Canada’s largest banks reflect 
the diversity of the country’s fi-
nancial capital.Kikelomo Lawal
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10-YEAR-OLD NIGERIAN 
GENIUS APPOINTED BY 
UK SCHOOL AS CODING 

INSTRUCTOR
By Stanley Ugagbe

A 10-year-old Nigerian tech 
genius, Emmanuella Mayaki has 
added to the growing list of Ni-
gerians making reverberating 
impact across the globe. She has 
proven that even at a tender age; 
one can attain great heights if one 
is determined to do so.
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lNumerous others were 
healed from various illnesses 
and diseases 
lPeople gave their lives to 

Christ, threw away their fetish 
Gods, and embraced the true 
and faithful of  God.

Recall that PENTIUM Min-
istries made a record last year 
when it launched OPERATION 
ONE BILLION SOULS FOR JE-
SUS and recently successfully or-
ganized “OPERATION RESCUE 
INDIA” prayer campaign which 
saw numerous people living in 
India destroying their gods.

PENTIUM ministries is a 
non-denominational ministry 
of  Lord Jesus with members 
and units in about 22 countries. 

Finally, Ajagu invited all 
and sundry to embrace Jesus 
by joining Pentium Ministries’ 
“1 Billion Souls for Jesus ” 
project. Contact them via their 
website at www.pentiumminis-
tries.org.
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In a major recent disclosure 
that further deepened eye-

brows on the issue, Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
averred that New Brunswick 
is failing to live up to its ob-
ligations under the Canada 
Health Act because it con-
tinues to make it difficult for 
women to access abortions.

The PM affirmed in 
strong terms that as a con-
sequence, the federal gov-
ernment is withholding 
health-care transfers to the 
province. “Making sure that 
every woman across this 
country has access to reli-
able reproductive services is 
extremely important to us, 
and that’s why we’ve con-
tinued ΓÇª to impress strong-
ly upon the government 
of New Brunswick how it 
needs to keep up its obli-
gations under the Canada 
Health Act,” Trudeau said.

Recall that the prime 
minister initially stated that 
Ottawa was holding back 
millions of dollars in health-
care transfers to New Bruns-
wick, but a spokesperson 
from the Prime Minister’s 
Office reportedly said the 
correct figure is $140,216.

For the records, New 

Brunswick law bans gov-
ernment funding for abor-
tions conducted outside 
three approved hospitals. 
The provincial government 
subsidizes abortions at 
two hospitals in Moncton 
and one in Bathurst, but 
it won’t cover the cost of 
the procedure at Clinic 554 
in Fredericton. In a recent 
statement, New Brunswick 
Premier Blaine Higgs said he 
found it “disappointing that 
every election the Trudeau 
government wants to make 
(abortion) an issue.” Higgs 
quipped that the Horizon 
Health Network didn’t think 
it necessary to add abortion 
services in the province.

But, Trudeau has 
maintained that his govern-
ment will work to ensure 
everyone in the country has 
access to abortion, including 
at Clinic 554.

As a concerned and 
people oriented paper, while 
we do not wish to take 
sides with any of the par-
ties at loggerhead, we call 
on the federal government 
and the leadership of New 
Brunswick to rather than 
trade words, seek dialogue 
to be able to reach a truce. 

Need we remind the lead-
ers at both ends that when 
two elephants fight, it’s the 
ground suffers the conse-
quences – and in this situ-
ation, it is the innocent citi-
zens that will suffer.

Both parties may have 
genuine reasons to hold on 
to their decision on the con-
troversial issue but there is 
always a place of compro-
mise especially when hu-
man life is involved and that 
is why it’s imperative for 
an immediate action to be 
taken on how to x-ray the 
issue critically with a view 
to fostering a truce.  

Health is life, health 
is wealth and any attempt 
to deny citizens’ access to 
healthcare irrespective of 
what is involved is tanta-
mount to stiffening their 
lives. And for this crucial 
reason, the Federal and New 
Brunswick governments 
must immediately look for 
ways to resolve the issue. 

IN another development, 
we are deeply perturbed 

that barely two years to the 
end of his two term as Presi-
dent, Muhammadu Buhari is 
busy fighting imaginary en-
emies and at the same time 
pampering real enemies – 
and we are wondering if the 
President is aware that time 
is going?

As Dele Momodu puts 
it, Buhari’s “government 
has further deepened the 
divisions in Nigeria. Never 
since the last civil war have 
we come so dangerously 
close to the precipice of an-
other monumental battle for 
the survival of our country. 
We are now stupidly and 
gravely divided along eth-
nic and religious lines, and 
both are too volatile to con-
tinue to watch without being 
checked. History will never 
forgive any leader that fails 
to arrest our supersonic 
speed towards perdition.

“By now, the President 
should be consolidating on 
his pet projects. He should 
be seen pursuing terrorists 
and bandits to the pits of 
hell. He should be reconcil-
ing and healing the badly 
bruised and fragmented na-

tion. He should be winding 
down slowly and steadily 
in readiness for his final re-
tirement from public office. 
A South South Governor is 
already doing that in Riv-
ers State, by unleashing a 
plethora of legacy projects 
which everyone can see. 
What would be the point 
of President Buhari wasting 
eight years in power fighting 
wars of attrition and win-
ning none?”

Sadly, the President 
and his side chicks are only 
concerned about clamping 
down on those who air their 
grievances especially on 
his failures as the nation’s 
leader. We call on Buhari to 
retrace his steps – if at all 
the President wants to have 
some respect after his ten-
ure, he needs to make the 
remaining two years count.  

Kolapo (Kola) Abdul

Infuriated, people are. Sad-
dened, people are.
Brutal and cruelty in a 
Sanctuary.
Inhumane atrocities and 
cheekiness,
Progenies are buried as 
crumbles.

Oh! This is scathed, all are 
scared,
Hearts and hearts could not 
breathe.
Paused at the harrowing 
news,
Humanity’s almost de-
parted.

BUBBLED 
HISTORY

POETRY CORNER

A dark spot in British Columbia,
The beauty and natural riches wrinkled in shame.
To the power, spiritual and temporal,
In unmarked graves, souls snivelled for years.

Tears and creaks seem not to end,
Their hearts are gripped in grieves.
Angels and Cassiel cried in the heavens,
The pains of their souls seem unending.

Flags are half mast. Dangled in mournful mood,
The pains and pangs of the Aborigines.
In valleys of sorrowful anguish,
The damage melted to innocent souls.

We mourn with the families of the indigenous,
The troubles of the aborigines.
Flowers and cards left behind sobbed in tears,
The bubbled history of the 215.

Hate and cheat your neighbour,
In the name of a treasure in the mountain.
Never again and not ever again,
Nay! Nay! This isn’t Canada.

Written by: Kolapo Abdul / kolapoems@gmail.com

By Yahaya Othman

The United States 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) approved a new 
drug called aducanumab 
(Aduhelm). The new drug 
is said to delay clinical de-
cline in patients with Al-
zheimer’s disease. There, 
however, are concerns over 
the absence of evidence to 
substantiate the claims.

The drug which re-
portedly cost the US gov-
ernment $56 000 (£40 000; 
€46 000) per year per pa-
tient was approved through 
the ‘accelerated approval 
pathway.’ The accelerated 
approval pathway is em-
ployed when uncertainties 
abound over a drug’s effica-
cy but it’s believed it could 
provide “meaningful thera-
peutic benefit over existing 
treatments” for serious or 
life threatening illnesses. 

The approval pro-
cess consists of procedures 
where the manufacturer 
must conduct post-approval 
studies known as phase IV 
confirmatory trials to “ver-
ify the anticipated clinical 
benefit.”  The FDA reserves 
the right to remove the drug 
from circulation If these tri-
als do not verify the antici-
pated benefit.

In this instance, the 
FDA did not specify which 

patients are eligible for 
treatment with aducanum-
ab.

The root causes of Al-
zheimer’s have eluded re-
searchers but there is broad 
agreement that the brain 
plaque targeted by adu-
canumab is just one factor. 
There is, however, increas-
ing evidence that suggests 
family history, education 
and chronic conditions, 
such as diabetes and heart 
disease, may be respon-
sible.

“This is just one piece 
of the puzzle and I think all 
these other options need to 
be explored and amplified,” 
Dr Ronald Petersen, a Mayo 
Clinic dementia specialist 
who has consulted for Bio-
gen and other drug makers 
told The Associated Press.

An FDA outside pan-
el of neurological experts 
voted “no” to a series of 
questions in November on 
whether reanalysed data 
from a single study submit-
ted by Biogen showed that 
the drug was effective.

Biogen halted two 
studies of the drug in 2019 
after disappointing results 
suggested aducanumab, 
marketed by Biogen as 
Aduhelm, would not meet 
its goal of slowing mental 
and functional decline in 
Alzheimer’s patients.

(NC) The third-
leading cause of death in 
Canada is due to stroke. 
It is also a major cause of 
disability.

A stroke is a con-
dition that occurs when 
there is a disruption of 
blood flow to the brain. 
This disruption can cause 
severe damage to brain 
tissue, which could poten-
tially result in dam age to 
the part of the brain that 
controls certain muscles in 
the body. This can cause 
muscles to become tight 
or stiff, which is known as 
post-stroke spasticity.

Research shows that 
30 per cent of all stroke 
survivors will develop 
spasticity.

Spasticity can range 
in severity, and depending 
on which muscles have 
been affected, it can mani-

fest in ways that make 
it difficult to do even the 
easiest of everyday tasks, 
like brushing your teeth, 
walking or just trying to 
stand up.

Often, survivors will 
experience at least one of 

the following symptoms:
•	 Inability to 

straighten limbs (arms, 
hands, feet, etc.)

•	 Muscle stiffness
•	 Abnormal pos-

tures
•	 Uncontrol lable 

spasms and muscle reflex-
es

When it comes to 
strokes, time is truly of 
the essence. The quicker 
patients can receive the 
critical care they need, 
the greater likelihood of 
survival and a positive re-
covery.

If you’re experienc-
ing spasticity symptoms 
after a stroke, it’s impor-
tant to talk to your doc-
tor. Reports show that 
symptoms of spasticity 
can worsen over time, as 
studies show that more 
than 25 per cent of stroke 
survivors develop spastic-
ity symptoms six weeks 
after having had a stroke.

Learn more about 
spasticity and resources 
available to those living 
with the condition at be-
yondstroke.ca.

(NC) Spending time 
in the great outdoors can 
be awe-inspiring yet chal-
lenging. With a little prepa-
ration and know-how, you 
can keep camping fun. For 
those who plan to flee their 
homes for the relaxation of 
a campground this summer, 
make safety a priority with 
these four simple tips.

Prepare for 
unpredictable weather.

Inclement weather 
can arrive quickly and un-
expectedly, so it’s a good 
idea to ge t oriented with 
the campsite when you ar-
rive and keep a portable 

radio on hand. If expect-
ing a storm, secure tents 
and tarps with durable rope 
and shock-absorbing tie-
downs to help you with-
stand strong winds and be 
prepared to evacuate to a 
nearby shelter to wait out a 
really bad storm.

Pack the right gear.
Be prepared for any 

weather or temperature 
by layering and bringing 
a waterproof or windproof 
outer layer. Always bring 
a first-aid kit that includes 
antiseptics for cuts, pain re-
lievers and a snake-bite kit. 
When camping with a tent, 

don’t forget the rainfly.

Practice campfire safety.
Build campfires in a 

pit or bare patch of dirt and 
keep them low and away 
from brush. Tend to your 
fire or grill at all times and 
ensure that it’s completely 
extinguished before leaving 
your campsite or retiring for 
the night.

Be prepared for an 
emergency by packing a 
compact, lightweight extin-
guishing device such as the 
First Alert EZ Fire Spray, 
which features a familiar 
spray-can design and gives 
users more control than 

conventional fire extin-
guishers.

Don’t go alone.
Always tell someone 

where you're going, espe-
cially if you choose to head 
out alone, so they’ll have 
a better chance of tracking 
you down if you get lost. 
Buy a trail map, carry a 
compass and whistle, and 
don't rely on your phone 
since service may be spotty 
and drain your battery. If 
you do take a detour, tote 
extra water and snacks.

Find more fire safety 
tips at firstalert.ca.

(NC) The COVID-19 
pandemic has had a major 
impact on our mental health, 
but men and women have 
not been affected equally. 
Women are twice as likely to 
develop depression and anx-
iety disorders than men, and 
new research since the onset 
of the pandemic has shown 
Canadian women’s mental 
health has been more nega-
tively impacted than men’s.   

 
Many women are fac-

ing increased pressures and 
responsibilities. Until recent-

ly, treatment options and 
services offered to women 
have not considered sex 
and gender differences, like 
physiological and cultural 
differences, that leave many 
women underserved and 
overlooked. This has result-
ed in what experts refer to 
as a “health gap,” which for 
women in marginalized and 
disadvantaged communities 
is unfortunately even wider. 

 
The Run for Women 

event, sponsored by the 
Love You by Shoppers Drug 

Mart program, is a national 
event happening virtually 
this year in support of wom-
en’s mental health programs 
in local communities across 
the country. The run helps 
mothers, daughters and 
friends through programs 
that support women taking 
the next step toward recov-
ery.  

 
What many don’t 

know is the real impact 
physical activity can have 
on mental health. Aerobic 
exercises, like running and 

walking, are recommended 
in clinical guidelines and can 
sometimes be as effective as 
medication for mild to mod-
erate depression.  

 
Despite the barriers 

women face when it comes 
to mental health, the power 
of community support can 
make a big difference — 
even virtually.  

 
“Especially during 

this time, we know there 
are many women who are 
struggling with their mental 
health,” said Jeff Leger, presi-
dent of Shoppers Drug Mart. 
“That’s why we’re proud to 
continue supporting wom-
en’s mental health chari-

ties in communities across 
Canada that provide essen-
tial programs and services to 
help women get the support 
they need.” 

 
The run offers 5k and 

10k races, as well as a 1k 
little steps run to get kids 12 
and under involved. Runs 
are happening virtually in 
18 cities across Canada from 
July 4 to 11, and $35 from 
the registration fee will go di-
rectly to your local women’s 
mental health charity.    

 

When we come to-
gether, we can help make a 
difference for the women in 
our lives and communities.  
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Eyebrows as report reveals Lagos 
‘Agberos’ generate annual revenue 
of N123 billion

Cattle Ranch in Katsina Gets 
N6.25b Seed Money from PMB

Black Student Found Dead in 
Lake after He was Turned Down 
by Canadian Hospital

Mississauga Unveils Locations for First Automated Speed 
Enforcement Cameras

Nnamdi Kanu Nominated for 
Jewish Nobel Prize

Ford Promises To Make $3 Pay 
Bump Permanent For PSW’s

6 Nigerians Convicted in UAE Over 
Funding Boko Haram

By Stanley Ugagbe

The embattled leader 
of the Indigenous People 
of Biafra, IPOB, Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu has been 
nominated for Jewish No-
bel Prize.

A popular Jewish 
Journalist at Times of Is-
rael, Shashi Ishai, who 
nominated the IPOB lead-
er, called on others to also 
nominate the Biafran free-
dom fighter for the Prize.

It should be noted 
that the Nobel Prize is 
aimed at fostering Jew-
ish identity, inspire Jewish 
pride and strengthen the 
bond between Israel and 
the Diaspora.

According to IGBERE 
TV, the Prize celebrates 
Jewish talent and achieve-
ment, honoring individu-
als for their accomplish-
ments and commitment 
to Jewish values, inspiring 
Jews to connect to their 
heritage and to Israel.

It was disclosed that 

the vision of the Genesis 
Prize is a strong and vi-
brant Jewish people, aware 
of its roots while looking 
to the future; a Jewish 
community flourishing in 
diversity, yet united in ap-
preciation of Jewish values 
and support for the Jewish 
State.

It would be recalled 
that Kanu, who was re-
cently extradited to Nige-
ria following his arrest in 
Kenya, is currently facing 
trial and under the custo-
dy the Department of State 
Services (DSS). 

Kanu was re-ar-
raigned on charges bor-
dering on alleged treason. 

It should be noted 
that Kanu was first arrest-
ed on October 14, 2015, 
and arraigned on 11-count 
charges bordering on ter-
rorism, treasonable felony, 
managing an unlawful 
society, publication of de-
famatory matter, illegal 
possession of firearms and 
improper importation of 
goods, among others.

He has been fighting 
and clamoring for Biafra 
nation. 

BY. Yahaya Othman

A young Black is dead 
by possibly suicide after he 
attempted to seek help from 
a local hospital more than 
once for mental health re-
lated issues. He was report-
edly refused medical at-
tention and the deceased’s 
family blamed it on racist 
segregation.

Samwel Uko, a 
20-year-old college football 
player, took his life in May 
2020, after multiple at-
tempts to receive treatment 
for “depression, anxiety, 
and sleeping” issues, ac-
cording to several reports. 

Uko arrived at the 
Regina General Hospi-
tal twice, stating that he 
needed help and was men-
tally ill. The incident was 
captured twice on video. 
After being turned away 
both times by the hospital, 
his body was later found in 
Wascana Lake. 

The cause of death 
was ruled as suicide by 
drowning and now his fam-
ily is seeking legal remedy.

Uko, who played for 
Canadian Junior Football 
team the Langley Rams, 
was seen during his first 
hospital visit in a Snapchat 
video he shared repeatedly 
saying “I need help” be-
fore a nurse who appeared 
to be asking him why he 
was taking a picture. He 
reportedly sought help 
that morning as a result of 
“having trouble sleeping 
due to chronic pain from a 
previous car accident and 
was struggling with de-
pression.” 

After telling the staff 
he was not experiencing 
suicidal thoughts, he was 
discharged with medication 
and mental health resourc-
es and was told to return if 

he felt worse.
Later the same day, 

Uko allegedly called the 
police, citing mental health 
concerns and was escorted 
back to the hospital. After 
allegedly refusing to give 
nurses his name, he could 
be seen on hospital secu-
rity footage being forcibly 
removed by four security 
guards as he pleaded for 
help and to be left alone.

Uko’s body was re-
covered from the lake ap-
parently committing sui-
cide.

The family of the col-
lege football player feels 
that Uko’s pleas were left 
ignored because he was a 
Black man. They have filed 
suit against the Saskatche-
wan Health Authority over 
Uko’s death.

“They didn’t care. 
Because it’s Black peo-
ple,” Uko’s mother Joice 
Bakando said. “I know my 
son. He doesn’t talk bad 
to people. He’s very, very 
nice… all the time, when 
I’m sleeping, I’m thinking 
of my son.”

“If someone had a dif-
ferent skin tone and they 
were sitting there, they 
would have helped. It’s not 
something we want to de-
bate, or taxqlk about, it’s 
just reality,” said Samwel’s 

uncle, Justin Nyee. “The 
doctors there didn’t care; 
the nurses didn’t care, no-
body cared because of who 
he is.”

The Saskatchewan 
Health Authority has ad-
mitted that it failed Uko in 
many respects, but denied 
that their action was racist. 
A statement from the SHA 
reads: “The SHA admits 
that it failed to meet the 
standard of care as it failed 
to provide the necessary 
follow-up care and assess-
ment that was required.”

The CEO of the provin-
cial health authority, Scott 
Livingstone, apologized to 
Samwel’s family and also 
noted that the health sys-
tem “failed to provide him 
the timely assistance he 
needed. I appreciate there 
are no words that can bring 
Samwel back, but I want 
you to know that we recog-
nize how deeply we failed 
him,” he wrote in his letter.

According to docu-
ments obtained by CBC, 
Uko’s family received over 
$80,000 from SHA under 
Saskatchewan’s Fatal Ac-
cidents Act, to cover areas 
such as funeral expenses 
and grief counseling. How-
ever, there are still lingering 
questions that they want to 
be answered.

“What happened to 
the people working that 
day? If they would have 
helped him, he would not 
have went and committed 
suicide,” Nyee said. “We 
did not hear anything from 
the hospital about that. It’s 
kind of like, yeah, we apol-
ogized, we covered it up, 
let’s go to the next thing.”

A coroner’s report on 
the circumstances of his 
death will be made by Sep-
tember 20.

Samwel Uko

By N.Ugoh 

Doug Ford, Prime 
Minister announced that 
he is committed to main-
taining an increase in wag-
es introduced for personal 
support workers during the 
global pandemic.

The Prime Minister 
said it’s a “guarantee” that 
his government will keep 
the temporary $3 per hour 
wage bump for the workers 
who staff long-term care 
homes and similar facili-
ties.

I’ve always said folks, 
PSWs are overworked, un-

derpaid, and make every 
single penny times 10. 
So we’ll keep that. That’s 
guarantee. We will do it.”

 Ford made these 
comments during a fund-
ing announcement in 
North Bay, Ontario, but did 
not give further details.

Ford’s office declined 
to comment or elaborate on 
whether the temporary pay 
bump would be extended 
further or made permanent, 
or there was any full wage 
increase plan in the offing.

A temporary $3 wage 
increase for personal sup-
port workers that was in-

troduced during the pan-
demic was extended until 
Aug. 23. 

The pay bump has 
been in place since October 
last year, affecting more 
than 158,000 workers in 
home care, long-term care, 
public hospitals and social 
services.

Announcing the fi-
nal extension in June, of-
ficials said the temporary 
hike of $ 2 or $ 3 an hour 
will “help stabilize, attract 
and retain the workforce 
needed to maintain high 
levels of care during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

By Stanley Ugagbe

A recent research 
report by the Interna-
tional Centre for Investi-
gative Reporting (ICIR) 
has revealed that ‘Ag-
beros’ in Lagos generate 
an estimated annual rev-
enue of N123.078 billion 
amassed from daily road 
use taxes levied on bus 
drivers, tricycle riders 
and motorcycle operators 
in the state.

It was disclosed that 
in 2020, Lagos Agberos 
surpassed all other states 
besides Lagos in revenue 
generation beating oil-
producing Rivers State 
by a handsome N5.89 
billion naira.

The report, how-
ever, found no trace that 
much of this revenue 
gets into government 
coffers as the money was 
not accounted for in the 
state’s annual financial 
statements, and analysts 
are beginning to raise 
eyebrows as to where 
and what the fund is be-
ing used for. 

Below is the data 
revealed by the research: 

Levies on commer-
cial buses (danfo)

Each commercial 
vehicle driver pays at 
least N3,000 to Agberos 
as ticket fee.

There are an esti-
mated 75,000 commer-
cial buses operating in 
Lagos, according to the 
Lagos Metropolitan Area 
Transport Authority (LA-
MATA).

Estimated daily to-
tal collection:  N225 mil-
lion

Estimated monthly 
total collection:  N6.75 
billion

Estimated yearly to-
tal collection:  N82.125 
billion

 
LEVIES ON TRICYCLE 
OPERATORS (KEKE 
NAPEP)

• Each keke na-
pep rider pays at least 
N1,800 to Agberos per 
day.

• There are an es-
timated 50,000 tricycles 
operating in Lagos, ac-
cording to Techcabal.

• Estimated daily 
total collection:  N90 mil-
lion

• Estimated month-
ly total collection:  N2.7 
billion

• Estimated yearly 

total collection:  N32.85 
billion

Levies on motor-
cycle operators (okada)

• Each okada rider 
pays at least N600 to 
Agberos per day.

• There are an esti-
mated 37,000 okada rid-
ers operating in Lagos, 
according to Motorcycle 
Operators Association of 
Lagos State (MOALS).

• Estimated daily 
total collection:  N22.2 
million

• Estimated month-
ly total collection:  N666 
million

• Estimated yearly 
total collection:  N8.103 
billion 

According to the 
data presented by ICIR, 
the total annual revenue 
from the three major 
modes of transport in 
Lagos state amounts to 
N123.078 billion.

 
It, however, admit-

ted that these figures 
may yet be underesti-
mated as daily levies 
on the transporters are 
much higher in some 
parts of Lagos including 
Mushin, Isolo, Itire/Ikate 
among others.

By N.Ugoh

The governor of 
Katsina State, Aminu 
Bello Masari revealed 
that the cattle ranch in 
Katsina has received a 
generous pledge of the 
sum of N6.5 billion to 
kick start the develop-
ment of the ranch.

He explained that 
N5 billion from the 
amount had been credit-
ed into the government’s 
coffers.

Governor Masa-
ri disclosed this while 
speaking at the occasion 
where President Buhari 
commissioned the multi-
billion Naira Zobe water 
project and a 50km road 
project in Dutsima, Kat-
sina State.

“Mr President has 
graciously approved the 
sum of N6.25 billion for 
ranch development pur-
poses in Katsina state, 
out of this amount, N5 
billion is already in the 

account of the state gov-
ernment and within few 
weeks, you will see ad-
vertisement calling for 
interested company and 
consultant that would 
wish to participate.

“This is the first di-
rect intervention through 
the state government 
with regard to Federal 
Government’s ranch de-
velopment initiative,” 
Masari said.

Four months ago, 
Governor Masari, rep-
resented by his Special 
Adviser on Livestock 
and Grazing Reserve, Dr. 
Lawal Bagiwa, approved 
7000 hectares of land 

to be used for ranching 
in the state at the 46th 
annual conference of 
the Nigerian Society for 
Animal Production, at 
the Federal University, 
Dustin-ma, FUDMA, 
Katsina State.

Also, in a reported 
interview three months 
ago, Masari made known 
the intention of the Kat-
sina Government to raise 
the sum of N12 billion to 
convert the deadly Rugu 
forest into ranches with 
the support of the Fed-
eral Ministries of Agri-
culture and Finance.

According to Gov-
ernor Masari, the estab-
lishment and develop-
ment of ranches in the 
state can end the linger-
ing herdsmen/farmers 
conflicts plaguing vari-
ous parts of the country.

He equally said the 
ranching system will 
give children of herders 
the opportunity to have 
qualitative education.

Aminu Bello

By Yahaya Othman

Six Nigerians have 
been reportedly convicted 
by an Abu Dhabi Federal 
Court of Appeal in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) 
over their alleged involve-
ment with funding Boko 
Haram, a famous terrorist 
organisation with roots in 
Nigeria.

Two of those who 
were convicted, Surajo 
Abubakar Muhammad and 
Saleh Yusuf Adamu got life 
imprisonment sentences 
while the other four—Ibra-
him Ali Alhassan, Abdur-
Rahman Ado Musa, Bashir 
Ali Yusuf and Muhammad 
Ibrahim were handed a 
term of imprisonment for 
10 years respectively. The 
convicts were tried and 
convicted in 2019.

The judgment of 
the court also revealed 
that between 2015 and 
2016, the convicts made 
cash transfers in favour of 
Boko Haram to the tune of 
USD782,000.00 though 
sources close to them said 
the transactions were for 
legitimate purposes. This 
would be the first time that 
particular individuals have 
been named as sponsors of 
the dreaded terrorist ring. A 
senior government affirmed 
that the government was 
aware of the conviction.

Despite the convic-
tion, families of the convicts 
were adamant that the con-
victs were framed up con-
sidering that they had been 
doing legitimate bureau de 
change business in the UAE 

prior to their arrest.
The conviction of the 

six individuals was upheld 
by an appellate court in the 
UAE after they lost an ap-
peal filed at a lower court. 
Based on the judgment of 
court, all the convicts were 
charged with funding a ter-
ror group by facilitating 
transfers of money from 
Dubai to Nigeria for terror 
operations. Their action and 
operations was proscribed 
under Article 29, Clause 3 
of UAE’s Federal Law No.7 
of 2017 with regards to an-
ti-terrorism law.

Courts documents re-
vealed that the convicts 
were arrested based on a 
warrant of arrest issued 
from the office of the Na-
tional Security Bureau after 
investigations confirmed 
their involvement and 
membership of the Boko 
Haram terror group in Nige-
ria, and transferring money 
for that group.

The convicts were ar-
rested between April 16 
and 17 in 2017, and their 
homes searched according 
to the search warrant is-
sued by the National Secu-
rity Prosecution office. The 
first and second convicts 
were charged for joining the 
Boko Haram group in Nige-

ria knowingly, which was 
a crime punishable under 
Article 22/2 of the Federal 
Law No 7 of 2017 with re-
gards to anti-terrorism pun-
ishable by death or life im-
prisonment.

According to one Ali 
Alhassan, an elder brother 
to two of the convicts, Ibra-
him and Bashir Ali, said 
that his siblings were not 
given a fair hearing during 
trial, adding that efforts to 
get the government of Nige-
ria to intervene was futile.

“There was no fair 
hearing during the court 
case; no witnesses and they 
were just convicted to ten 
years in prison (Ibrahim 
and Bashir) and those that 
provided them with monies 
were sentenced to 25 years 
each. They were earlier ac-
cused of money launder-
ing and nothing more, but 
along the line, the charge 
changed to financing terror-
ism.”

The Attorney-General 
and Minister of Justice of 
Nigeria, Abubakar Malami 
SAN, said that the Nigerian 
government was aware of 
the decision of the court 
and had written the UAE 
seeking records of proceed-
ings but was yet to get feed-
back.

By N.Ugoh

Automated Speed 
Enforcement (ASE) is 
coming to Mississau-
ga. There were notices 
hoisted in different parts 
of the city to inform res-
idents about the new in-
novation which will be 
installed in the coming 
months. The proposed 
first two installations 
will rotate on a month-
ly basis within neigh-
bourhoods that contain 
schools or community 
safety zones. The pro-

posed locations are:
• Ward 5: Morn-

ing Star Drive (between 
Lancaster Avenue and 
Netherwood Road) 

• Ward 8: Sawmill 
Valley Drive (between 
Folkway Drive and 
Grosvenor Place)

 During the second 
phase of the project, 
the program will allow 
ASE technology to ro-
tate through all suitable 
residential school zones 
within a city where 
there are concerns about 
speeding.

 “Like many On-
tario municipalities, we 
continue to see the dan-
gerous effects of speed-
ing on our roadways. 
As a Vision Zero city, 
we are serious about 
getting drivers to slow 
down and are taking 
concrete action to make 
our roads safer for ev-
eryone,” Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie.  

“From lowering 
speed limits city-wide 
and implementing 
new community safety 
zones to rolling out ASE, 

our message is clear: it’s 
time to slow down!”

 Confirmed reports 
say that several cam-
eras will be added to 
already existing ones. 
This could include about 
22 cameras which will 
rotate across all wards.

 The overarch-
ing reason for this new 
technology is to im-
prove road safety in 
the city. The city had 
announced the launch 
of the Neighbourhood 
Area Speed Limit Proj-
ect, which includes low-

ering the speed limits 
down to 30km/h and 
40km/h in neighbour-
hood school zones and 
residential streets re-
spectively. 

According to re-
ports, Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie sent a letter to 
Premier Doug Ford in 
the summer that high-
lighted pressure on the 
court during the pan-
demic and requested 
additional judicial ap-
paratuses to address 
backlogs and future 
initiatives like the ASE, 

school bus stop arm 
cameras, and red light 
cameras.

The ASE program 
was scheduled to com-
mence in 2020, but due 
to the global pandemic 
(COVID-19), it was de-
layed to give staff suf-
ficient time to lower 
the speed limit on some 
roadways.

 The city will moni-
tor the success of phase 
and would build on the 
success to plan future 
installations of the pro-
gram.
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Separation and Divorce or Death of a 
Spouse: Property Division

Man faces first-degree 
murder charge over 
the death of veteran 
Toronto police officer

Kevin O’Leary testifies he can’t remember if 
his wife drank before the deadly boat crash

REFLECTIONS ON RELATIONSHIPSFAMILY

WHY PEOPLE CHEAT

TIPS FOR LEARNING A NEW LANGUAGE

CONTINUED FROM 
THE LAST ISSUE

 
Special rule for 

matrimonial homes
A “matrimonial 

home” is a home that a 
married couple lived in 
just before they sepa-
rated. There can be more 
than one matrimonial 
home, for example, a 
house and a cottage. A 
matrimonial home can 
be owned or rented.

If one spouse owns 
the matrimonial home 
on the date of marriage 
and on the date of sepa-
ration, they do not in-
clude the home’s value 
or any debts related to 
the home on the date of 
marriage. But they have 
to add the value of the 
matrimonial home less 
any debts on the date of 
separation.

This means that 
the home’s total value is 
shared in the equaliza-
tion payment, not just 
the change in its value 
during the marriage. 
This can have a big ef-
fect on the amount of 
the equalization pay-
ment.

Different rules ap-
ply to matrimonial 
homes on reserve land.

Special rule for gifts 
and inheritances

Any gift or inheri-
tance that a spouse got 
during the marriage is 

not usually included in 
their NFP calculation as 
long as the spouse has 
the gift or inheritance at 
the end of the marriage. 
But if the gift or inheri-
tance was used to buy or 
help pay for a matrimo-
nial home, it is included 
in their NFP.

Special rule for 
Canada Pension Plan 
credits

These credits are 
not included in the NFP 
calculation because 
they are divided sepa-
rately. See Canada Pen-
sion Plan credits to find 
out how to divide these 
credits.

Property division 
for common-law couples

The rules about 
dividing property, in-
cluding a matrimonial 
home, do not apply to 
common-law couples. If 
you are in a common-
law relationship, the 
property you bring into 
the relationship, plus 
any increase in its val-
ue, usually continues 
to belong to you alone. 
If you and your spouse 
separate, there is no au-
tomatic right to divide it 
or share its value.

Anything you buy 
for yourself with your 
own money during the 
relationship and own in 
your name usually be-
longs only to you.

Things that you 

and your spouse buy 
together during the re-
lationship belong to you 
both jointly. If you sepa-
rate, the things you own 
jointly are divided or 
their value is shared.

It is a good idea to 
keep receipts of what 
you buy. Later, if you 
and your spouse do 
not agree on who owns 
something that you paid 
for, you have proof to 
show it belongs to you.

Unjust enrichment
If you contrib-

uted financially or in 
some other way to your 
spouse’s property, you 
might be able to claim 
a share of that property. 
For example, you might 
have done unpaid work 
at home so your spouse 
could do paid work, or 
you might have worked 
without pay in a family 
business.

A court can look 
at whether your spouse 
was “unjustly enriched” 
at your expense. But this 
can be hard to prove.

If the court gives 
you a share of your 
spouse’s property, the 
size of the share may 
depend on how much 
you contributed or on 
how much your con-
tribution increased the 
value of your spouse’s 
property.

Rule for Canada 
Pension Plan credits

You can divide Can-
ada Pension Plan credits 
that were earned while 
you were living with 
your spouse if you lived 
together for at least one 
year. See Canada Pen-
sion Plan credits for 
more information.

The family home
The rules about 

who gets to stay in the 
family home, and who 
can sell it, depend on 
whether a couple was 
legally married or living 
common-law.

Married couples
Each married 

spouse has an equal 
right to stay in their 
matrimonial home if it is 
in Ontario. This applies 
even if the property’s 
legal title is only in one 
of their names or if the 
property is rented. This 
right lasts until one of 
the following happens:

They make an 
agreement that says 
one of them cannot live 
there.

There is a court 
order that says one of 
them cannot live there.

They sell their mat-
rimonial home or their 
lease ends.

They get divorced.
Neither spouse can 

sell or mortgage the 
matrimonial home with-
out the other spouse’s 
written permission.

TO BE CONTINUED.

By N.Ugoh

Kevin O’Leary has 
testified before an Ontario 
court that he could not re-
member if his wife, Linda, 
drank alcohol in the hours 
before a boating accident 
which killed two people and 
injured others.

The popular business-
man testified via Zoom re-
cently concerning the day 

before the August 24, 2019 
crash that occurred Toron-
to’s on Lake Joseph, and the 
hours that followed.

Linda O’Leary has 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charge of careless operation 
of a vessel under the Cana-
da Shipping Act.

Kevin said he did not 
remember his wife looking 
to be influenced by alcohol 

hours before and after the 
accident, though he was 
not with her for several 
hours.

He said Linda had 
driven their boat to and 
from a dinner party that 
evening, as she often did 
being the more experienced 
boater between the two.

He testified that he 
only saw the other boat in-

volved in the crash late at 
night a few seconds prior to 
its collision and that he did 
not instantly know what 
was struck.

He said there was “no 
light” emanating from the 
other boat till after the col-
lision when the lights came 
on and he left without mak-
ing any communication 
with the O’Leary boat.

By Dele Akintilo

A 31-year-old man 
has been charged with 
first-degree murder re-
cently over the death of 
a veteran police officer 
who was hit by a ve-
hicle in an incident that 
investigators deemed an 
“intentional and deliber-
ate act.”

While talking about 
the death of the police of-
ficer, interim police Chief 
James Ramer said Const. 
Jeffrey Northrup was re-
sponding to reports of a 
robbery progress in the 
parking garage at To-
ronto City Hall when he 
was killed in an incident 
which also left another 
officer injured.

Ramer called it a 
“senseless and devas-
tating tragedy” and said 
the 31-year veteran po-
lice officer was deliber-
ately struck by a vehicle 
after he responded to a 
911 call for a robbery in 
progress. He said a fe-
male officer was injured 
and taken to the hospital 
but the officer since been 
released.

Police revealed that 
an arrest had been made 
in connection with the 
case, and later revealed 
the charge against the 
suspect, whose name 
is Umar Zameer. They 
made it known that a 
publication ban prohibits 
them from releasing ad-
ditional details. 

Municipal and pro-
vincial have offered con-
dolences to Northrup’s 

bereaved family and 
friends, and thanked 
him for serving his com-
munity for many de-
cades.

Ramer said the Nor-
thup should be remem-
bered as an “outstanding 
police officer and mem-
ber of the community.” 

He said: “He was 
just full of personality… 
loved by everyone, and 
just coming into work 
every day was his pride 
and joy. 

“He loved his job 
and went in to do that 
job every day and de-
spite the dangers that 
we occasionally face he 
continued to do that job 
to the best of his ability.” 

Ramer made it 
known that Northrup 
had been training newly 
recruited officers until 
April, when he asked 
to go back to the major 
crimes unit. 

He said: “Despite 
31 years on the job he 
was eager to do that. It 
speaks to the kind of of-
ficer he was and the ded-
ication that he had that 
it was at this stage of his 
career that he was go-
ing into the major crimes 
unit.” 

Toronto Mayor John 
Tory disclosed Northrup 
had worked as a court 
officer but “achieved his 
ambition” of joining the 
police ranks and then 
“served his city… with 
distinction.” 

“So it is with im-
mense gratitude and pro-
found sadness that we 

mark this tragic loss,” 
the Mayor disclosed. 

Tory remarked that 
the hardest part of his 
job is when tragedy be-
falls the city. 

He said: “Nothing 
can prepare any of us, 
the people in the city of 
Toronto, the rest of the 
members of the police 
service, for news like 
this.”

“I begin, on behalf 
of the three million peo-
ple who our police offi-
cers serve, by extending 
to the family of officer 
Northrup our deepest 
condolences. 

“That’s to his wife, 
and to his children, and 
to his mother, and all 
the member of his family 
and his friends.” 

The Premier of On-

tario, Doug Ford has of-
fered his condolences 
to friends and family of 
Northrup. 

While offering 
the condolences, Ford 
tweeted: “I’m terribly 
saddened to hear the 
tragic news of Const. Jeff 
Northrup who was killed 
in the line of duty.

“Jeff served his 
community for 31 years. 

My deepest condolences 
to his wife, three kids 
and the entire Toronto 
Police Service. We are 
with you mourning this 
devastating loss.” 

The Toronto Police 
Association announced 
it’s currently attending 
to Northrup’s wife and 
children and requests 
that the public respects 
their privacy. 

By NCNC Staff

Without mincing 
words, cheating in re-
lationships and even in 
marriages has almost 
become a norm. More 
worrying is the fact that 
some persons cheat and 
still have the nerves to 
rub it on their partner’s 
face without considering 
the persons feelings. 

Among others, mar-
riage counselors have 
identified the following 
as some of the reasons 
for cheating.

UNHAPPINESS/
DISSATISFACTION:

 More often than 
not, people tend to be 
committed where they 
feel happy and satisfied 
and when the reverse be-
comes the case, cheating 
becomes the way out. 

Feeling unappreci-
ated: Experts are of the 
view that feeling under-

valued or neglected can 
lead to infidelity. When 
both partners work, 
women often carry the 
brunt of the housework 
and childcare. In this 
case, the affair validates 
the person›s sense of 
worth. On the flip side, 
however, feeling neglect-
ed may be related to un-
realistic expectations of a 
partner rather than true 
neglect.

OPPORTUNITY: 
It is worrying that 

we are in a time where 
people are looking for 
opportunity to have sex 
irrespective of who the 
person is. Periods of ab-
sence, whether traveling 
for work or serving in the 
military provide greater 
opportunities for affairs 
to occur. Reality is that 
absence allows a spouse 
to have an affair with 
little risk of being discov-
ered or may lead to lone-

liness and resentment. 
Poor boundaries: 

Research have shown 
that poor  personal 
boundaries, or the limits 
we place on other people 
as to what we find ac-
ceptable or unaccept-
able, can also increase 

the chance that an af-
fair will occur. People 
who find it hard to say 
no (being overly compli-
ant or «people pleasers») 
may find themselves in 
an affair even if it wasn›t 
what they desired in the 
first place.

LACK OF 
COMMITMENT: 

A 2018 study found 
that people who are less 
committed to their rela-
tionship are more likely 
to cheat. 

BOREDOM: 
As flimsy as this 

is, we are in a dispensa-
tion where people want 
to try new things every 
day and the other partner 
begins to fall out of the 
excitement, they begin to 
explore new things and 
infidelity sets in. Men 
and women looking for 
the thrill of the chase and 
the excitement of new-
found love may be more 
likely to cheat.

REVENGE: 
Sadly, people cheat 

out of revenge. If one 
partner has had an affair 
or has damaged the part-
ner in some way, the of-
fended partner may feel a 
need for revenge result-
ing in an affair.

There is no reason 
to want to get married 
to someone if you can’t 
be totally committed to 
them especially in the 
area of faithfulness. 

By NCNC Staff

More often than 
not, there always 
is one question in a 
learner’s mind when 
it comes to learning a 
new language, and this 
is “what is the easi-
est way” considering 
the language lessons, 
conversation practice 
and grammar. Learning 
a new language usu-
ally is a long and chal-
lenging process. For 
you to be able to have 
an easier time in your 
language-learning pro-
cess, I have compiled 
a few language learn-
ing hacks to make it as 
easy as possible for you 
to learn your new lan-
guage. 

CHOOSE A NEW 
WORD EVERYDAY

Even though this 
might not sound very 
interesting, picking 
a new word a day or 
two will greatly help 
you be able to learn a 
new language. This is 
better than having to 
go through the over-
whelming process of 
trying to memorize 
several words at one 
go, doing this will help 
you commit some of 

these words to your 
memory and help you 
out in learning how to 
incorporate them in real 
life situations.

WATCH MOVIES 
THAT ARE DONE 
IN THE FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE

You can easily 
learn a new language 
by watching a lot of 
movies that are acted in 
that language. This will 
also help you also learn 
the culture of the coun-
try you want to travel 
to. Not only is it enjoy-
able to watch a movie 
but you‘ll also pick up 
accents, vocabulary 
and colloquial words.

LABEL OBJECTS 
IN YOUR HOME 
USING THE NEW 
LANGUAGE

It is common for 
people to learn new 
words but forget them 
within the next day. 
That’s why it’s effec-
tive to label objects in 
your office and home 
with stickers. For ex-
ample, you can put 
stickers on your door, 
window, computer, 
cups etc. These words 
will eventually be part 
of your vocabulary be-

cause you’ll be looking 
at them daily.

FIND A PARTNER
One of the easiest 

ways to learn a new 
language is by doing 
it with another person. 
A partner will push 
you a little harder than 
you’d push yourself.  
You can choose a close 
relative or friend, or 
someone is also learn-
ing the language like 
you. If possible, find a 
native speaker of the 
language you want to 
learn. Native speak-
ers are available from 
budget-friendly or free 
websites and language 
learning applications.  
Some examples of 
these websites include: 
SprachDuo, Polyglot 
club, My Language ex-
change, iTalki and Ver-
bling.

FOCUS ON WHAT IS 
IMPORTANT

Learning a new 
language is not always 
a walk in the park, 
this can be a daunt-
ing task which some-
times is hard to deter-
mine where to start and 
which approach to go 
with. In order to make 
this process simpler, 

you should focus on 
the things that are most 
important and interest-
ing to you.

You are more like-
ly to learn vocabulary 
in a subject that you’re 
interested in. It’s much 
harder to learn random 
words that you don’t 
really care about, for 
example if you are try-
ing to learn Spanish 
for an upcoming trip, 
you should learn things 
that are essential, like 
for instance things that 
will help you be able 
to communicate while 
you make the travel.

COMING UP WITH A 
ROUTINE

For you to be able 
to learn anything, it is 
easier if you make it a 
recurring part of your 
daily life, practicing the 
language you are try-
ing to learn should be a 
non-negotiable part of 
your day. Do not treat 
learning a language as 
a one-size-fits-all ex-
perience. You should 
try and put aside some 
time every single day 
to focus on practicing 
your new language, 
this way learning the 
new language will end 
up being much easier.

BELIEVE IN 
YOURSELF

Having confidence 
in yourself is just half 
the battle. In order to 
be able to succeed in 
anything, you have to 
believe you can do it 
even though you may 
struggle a little bit dur-
ing your journey. You 
should always pick 
yourself right back up 
and keep moving for-
ward, according to one 
of the prominent writ-
ers, Sam Gendreau. Ev-
erybody has the ability 
to learn a new language 
as long as you are able 
to step outside your 
comfort zone and just 
believe that you can re-
ally do it.

LEARN SYNONYMS 
Being able to learn 

synonyms in your new 
language might just be 
the difference between 
understanding the lan-

guage and being able to 
apply it in a real world 
situation. Fully under-
standing the synonyms 
lets you be able to use 
the right words in the 
right situation and 
when it is needed.

A lot of people 
think being fluent in a 
language is all about 
being able to function 
in all contexts, but flu-
ency is also the ability to 
function well says Alex 
Rawlings a language 
teacher and polyglot. 
Improving knowledge of 
synonyms by learning 
alternative words might 
be time consuming 
when starting out but 
it will help you under-
standing the new lan-
guage on a better level. 
You will also be able to 
apply your knowledge 
and when interacting 
with the native speak-
ers of the new language 
you are learning.
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Farm 1-800-443-3802

AFRICAN QUEEN CARIBBEAN GROCERIES

Bringing African & The Caribbean Groceries Right to your door

Specializing in a variety of African and Caribbean 
Groceries with a variety of fresh and frozen meats, dry 
and frozen fish, meat cutting services, African and 
Caribbean Health and Beauty Products and much more.

We Carry:
Wholesale YAM, Snapper, King Fish, Salmon, Goat Meat, Whole Chicken, 
Chicken Wings, Rice, and Accessories. Milo, Nido, Plantain, Yam, Fufu, Flour, 

Peppers, Seasoning and much more.

Call Us: 905-455-2776

8975 McLaughlin Rd., Unit 7, Brampton, On. L6Y 0Z6

Doug Ford: Ontario 
will not be having 
vaccination passport

NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
PROFILE

Ontario Drivers Will be Slapped with Stunt 
Driving Charges at Lower Speeds

Wikipedia Co-founder: Nobody 
should trust Wikipedia

BUSINESS PROFILE

Tel: 647-427-4773
Tel: 416-522-8625
1822 Jane St. (Jane & Queen Dr.)

Call us today for all 
your party needs.

We Cater To All Occasion

Specializing in:
Meat/Beef  

Pastries
Sausage Roll

Fish Roll
Puff-Puff

Buns   
Scotch Egg 
Chin-Chin
Moi-Moi 

Rice & Beans 
Ayamase 

Fried Yam 
Fried Rice etc.

UNCLE SETH TROPICAL FOODS
Specializing in African, Caribbean, Asian & Canadian Foods

Rice

Gari

Nigerian Spices

Beans

Plantain

Meat

Palm Soup

Stockfish

Fish – Frozen & Dried

Potato Flakes
We carry:

Large selection of 
Body & Hair products
and much more

We open 7 days a week. Delivery available.
Location: 2069 Lawrence Ave., E, Scarborough, ON
(Warden & Lawrence by The Ministry of Health)

416-288-9330

VISIT OUR FISH MARKET AND BUTCHER SHOP

By N.Ugoh

In spite of the ear-
ly success recorded by 
vaccine passports in 
Europe, the Premier of 
Ontario, Premier Doug 
Ford has made it known 
that Ontario will not be 
imposing vaccine pass-
ports that would pro-
vide those properly vac-
cinated documentation 
that give allowance for 
freedoms like increased 
gatherings and use of 
closed facilities.

During a recent 
press conference, Ford 
said: “The answer is no, 
we’re not gonna do it. 
We’re not gonna have a 
split society.”

He swivelled many 
other questions like 
easing border restric-
tions towards the fed-
eral government.

Though Toronto 
Mayor John Tory and the 

Toronto Region Board 
of Trade stated that 
they believe that some 
kind of vaccine pass-
port structure would 
be advantageous, Ford 
was unyielding in his 
denial.

Having said that, 
Ford stated that he 
would continue to 
charge every resident of 
Ontario to get vaccinat-
ed, as that would ulti-
mately cancel the need 
for an Ontario vaccine 
passport anyways.

He said: “Folks just 
please go get vaccinat-
ed, that’s all I can ask.”

As ontario prepares 
to enter Step 3, many 
services and amenities 
all over the city of To-
ronto and province will 
keep opening, but from 
the look of things, there 
is a long way to go till 
normalcy is completely 
restored.

By N.Ugoh

Drivers in Ontario 
now face the risk of 
being slapped with 
stunt driving charges 
on some roads. On-
tario made changes to 
how fast a driver can 
go over speed limit on 
some roads to be con-
sidered stunt driving.

The changes were 
made under the Mov-
ing Ontarians More 
Safety Act and it came 
into effect on July 1. 
Anyone caught driv-
ing at 40 km/h or 
more above the regu-
lated speed limit where 
the maximum is less 
than 80 km/h will face 
stunt driving charges. 
Before the changes 

were made, drivers 
would have to be bust-
ed when going above 
50 km/h for it to con-
sidered stunt driving 
on those roads.

However, the rules 
for highways or routes 
where the speed limit 
is 80 km/h or more re-
mains the same. There 
are now stiffer pen-
alty for drivers caught 
stunt driving.

Motorists now 
face the possibility of 
facing a 30-day road-
side driver’s licence 
suspension as well as 
a 14-day vehicle im-
poundment. Prior to 
these changes, the 
penalty was 7 days.

Additionally, the 
government of On-

tario is introducing an 
escalating post-con-
viction driver’s licence 
suspensions for driv-
ers convicted of stunt 
driving.

•	 For a first of-
fence, a minimum of 
one to three years

•	 For a second 
offence, a minimum of 
three to ten years

•	 For a third of-
fence, a lifetime sus-
pension that may be 
reduced at a later date 
to be established by 
regulation, and

•	 For fourth and 
subsequent offences, 
a lifetime driver’s li-
cence suspension.

John Tory, the 
Mayor of Toronto, 
said in his statement 

that he supports the 
changes to stunt driv-
ing laws.

“High-risk driv-
ing and stunt racing 
is an epidemic and is 
at odds with the city’s 
Vision Zero Road 
Safety Plan, and we 
must do even more to 
create safer streets,” 
Tory said.

There was a 90% 
increase in racing and 
stunt driving charges 
from January 2021 to 
May 2021 compared 
to 2019. The police 
issued up to 276 rac-
ing and/or stunt driv-
ing tickets during that 
time, which is nearly 
130 tickets more than 
they issued during 
those month in 2019.

By Dele Akintilo

Larry Sanger, the Co-
founder of Wikipedia, has 
warned that the website 
cannot always be trusted to 
offer people the truth.

He said it could offer 
a “reliably establishment 
point of view on pretty 
much everything.”

Sanger said: “Can you 
trust it to always give you 
the truth? Well, it depends 
on what you think the truth 
is.”

“If only one version 
of the facts is allowed then 
that gives a huge incentive 
to wealthy and powerful 
people to seize control of 
things like Wikipedia in or-
der to shore up their power. 
And they do that.”

He said it (Wikipe-
dia) “seems to assume that 
there is only one legitimate 
defensible version of the 
truth on any controversial 
question. That’s not how 
Wikipedia used to be.”

Millions of people 
visit Wikipedia daily and is 
the first online information 
finding platform for many.

Sanger gave the ex-
ample of an article about 
United States President Joe 
Biden and reveals it does 
not include information 
from the Republicans’ per-
spective.

He said: “The Biden 
article, if you look at it, has 
very little by way of the 
concerns that Republicans 
have had about him. So if 
you want to have anything 
remotely resembling the 

Republican point of view 
about Biden, you’re not go-
ing to get it from the article.

While arguing that 
there should be a mini-
mum of a paragraph about 
the scandal in Ukraine but 
there is very little of that, 
he said: “Very little of that 
can be found in Wikipedia. 
What little can be found is 
extremely biased and reads 
like a defence counsel’s 
brief, really.”

He also disclosed that 
there are companies that 
employ paid writers and 
editors to log in and alter 

articles.
He said: “Maybe 

there’s some way to make 
such a system work, but 
not if the players who are 
involved and who are be-
ing paid, are not identified 
by name — they actually 
are supposed to be identi-
fied by name and say ‘we 
represent this firm’ if they 
are officially registered with 
some sort of Wikipedia edit-
ing firm.

“But they don’t have 
to do that because there 
is no requirement of real 
names. As I say it is a very 
complex sort of game … 
there are all sorts of tricks 
that people can play to win 
it.”

He however cautioned 
that “Wikipedia is known 
now by everyone to have a 
lot of influence in the world. 
So there’s a very big, nasty, 
complex game being played 
behind the scenes to make 
the article say what some-
body wants them to say.”

OUR FOUNDATION 

JAF care foundation 
is a non-profit organiza-
tion that originates from 
Nigeria. This foundation 
was established some 
decades ago but is newly 
registered in Canada. 

OUR MISSION, 
VISION, AND VALUES 

Our mission is to 
provide for the displaced 
people, sick children, 

seniors, and vulnerable 
people. 

VALUES 
Person-cen te red 

care, excellence, ac-
countability, equity, and 
innovation. 

At the JAF care 
foundation, we earn our 
joy from seeing others 
happy. 

We respond prompt-
ly to life-threatening cas-

es, abuse or neglect. We 
act as the voice of the 
voiceless. 

We operate trans-
parently in the manage-
ment of our resources. 

A lot of achieve-
ments have been record-
ed in time past and more 
tasks ahead.

Signed.
Prince Olujimi Ad-

ekanle 
Presiden.
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• Full Goat
• Fresh Fish
• Cow/Goat Tripe
• Cow Skin
• Cow Foot
• Oxtail
• Hard Chicken
• Smoked Meats & Fish
• African Groceries

M O S A I C

MOSAIC MEATS

WHOLESALERS
(A DIVISION OF FILAD ENTERPRISES)

High Quality African Meats

mosaicfoods@hotmail.com
mosaicafricanfoods.com

• Mosaic Food Products
• African Movies / Music (CDS / DVD)
• Mini Food Products

HIGH QUALITY
AFRICAN PRODUCTS
AT WHOLESALE PRICE

RETAILERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF GROCERY, 
COSMETICS, AFRICAN MOVIES & MUSIC

62 EDDYSTONE AVE, NORTH YORK, ON M3N 1H4
416-745-1044

Tel: 416-917-2790 • 416-744-1078
 Fax: 416-748-8957
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WHY SHOULD I GET VACCINATED?  

It protects against COVID-19 and helps you to avoid 
becoming sick. Even if many people recover without being 
treated, some may die from COVID-19 or suffer heart or 
lung problems like pneumonia. The nervous system can 

also be affected.

Let’s continue to protect ourselves! 
Over the coming months, as long as the great majority of 
the population is not yet vaccinated, COVID-19 will remain. 

We all want to
know more about
COVID-19 vaccination

Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine

 1 877 644-4545

20
-2

79
-3

1A

Cough into  
your sleeve

Wash  
your hands

Keep your 
distance

Cover  
your face 

20-279-31A-Pubs-multilangues-Operation-Vaccination_VF.indd   6 21-03-29   11:50

 

T he I tsekir i   Association of Canada 
 

joins all  sons and daughters of the great W arr i
k ingdom to celebrate and congratulate Omoba 

T sola Emiko 
as he ascends the throne as the 21st Olu of
W arr i .

Ogiame!!
Ekunkpregede!!

Di isabatu kpe ni esen re!!
Long live the W arr i  k ingdom

Signed

Oti  Ometie ( President)
Eroro Edun-T ite ( Secretary)

Our meeting holds 3-5pm every 1st
Sunday of the month.

Please contact us at
itsekiricanada@gmail.com or

info@itsekiricanada.com for details
We look forward to seeing you!



Court orders Dr Dre to 
pay ex-wife Nicole Young 
$300,000 every month 

in spousal support
By Dele Akintilo

American music icon, Dr Dre has been 
ordered by a court to pay his ex-wife, 
Nicole Young the sum of $300,000 in 
spousal support every month.

The billionaire music guru is to pay that 
sum or exercise the option of paying $3.5M 
annually to Nicole till she remarries.

According to Radar, the superior 
court’s decision is only temporal and will 
hold until a final decision is reached.

The court document sighted by Radar 
read: “[Dre] is ordered to pay to the 
[Nicole] spousal support in the sum of 
$293,306.00 per month, payable on the 
first of each month, commencing August 
1, 2021,” Dre will pay a total of $3,519,672 
per year until Nicole remarries or “enters 
into a new domestic partnership.”

Also, Dre was ordered by the Judge to 
keep paying for Nicole’s health insurance.

Dre and Nicole have persisted in 
fighting legally about their prenup.

Nicole once appealed for the prenup to 
be nullified, but Dre disagreed with that 
arrangement.

Also, Nicole had alleged that Dre said 
he would not carry out the prenup, which 
Dre has said, is not true.

Nicole later filed for divorce from Dre. 
She cited irreconcilable differences as the 
reason for her separation  from the hip-
hop icon.

The couple tied the knot in 1996 and 
their union is blessed with two adults, 
Triuce and Truly.
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The Parent 
‘Hood’ Star Dies at 64

By Dele Akintilo
A Spanish judge has ruled that Shakira must face 

trial for evading €14.5 million in tax. 
The 44-year-old Colombian singer is accused 

of six offences that could result in jail time if she is 
found guilty.

Prosecutors claim that the famous singer stopped 
paying taxes in Spain in 2012, 2013, and 2014. 

Shakira previously disclosed that she lived in the 
Bahamas and was not a resident of Spain during 
those years and that she was only visiting the country 
‘sporadically’.  

According to Euro Weekly’s report, a judge 
has concluded there are ‘sufficient indications’ 
for Shakira to go to trial for allegedly avoiding the 
payment of 14.5 million euros.  

Shakira plans to present an appeal to the Barcelona 
Court against the judgment.

The talented musician had previously made it 
clear she is innocent of tax evasion after she had been 
questioned by a Spanish judge. She denied allegations 
of evading tax when she lived in Spain between 2011 
and 2014, during an hour and a half long hearing in 
Esplugues de Llobregat, near Barcelona. 

Prosecutors claimed she failed to pay taxes in 
Spain despite being a resident in Spain for four 
years before 2014. She allegedly relocated to Spain 
in 2011 when her relationship with Gerard Piqué 
was announced, but prosecutors disclosed she was 
officially in the Bahamas until 2015 when she started 
paying taxes in Spain.

The proceedings are only for the period 2012-
2014, as the period for prosecuting tax evasion 
charges expired in 2011.

Judge rules Shakira must 
face trial in Spain over 
£13million tax evasion

Nov. 27, 
1976 – July 

11, 2021
F a m o u s 

N i g e r i a n 
S i n g e r , 
Ol anre waju 
Fasasi, also 
known as 
Sound Sultan, 

has died. A statement issued by his 
family reveals he died on July 11, 
2021 after a protracted battle with 
throat cancer. He is survived by his 
wife and three children. He was 44 
years-old.

SOUND 
SULTAN, 

NIGERIAN 
MUSICIAN, 

IS DEAD

GOODBYE

By Dele Akintilo 
Suzzanne Douglas who is best 

known for her starring role in the 
WB sitcom ‘The Parent ‘Hood and 
in the 1989 dance drama “Tap” 
died on Tuesday 6 July. She was 64.

“The industry has lost a truly 
talented artist with the passing of 
Suzzanne Douglas. She touched 
everyone who knew her and was 
lovely in every sense of the word,” 
her publicist shared in a statement 
to Variety.  

“The family appreciates your 
support and asks for their privacy 
during this difficult time.”

“Suzzanne Douglas, a beautiful 
and talented actress, made her 
transition today,” her cousin Angie 
Tee wrote on Facebook on Tuesday. 
“She warmed our hearts on movie 
screens and television sets all over 
the world. This beautiful soul was 
my cousin. I can remember growing 
up, there weren’t very many Black 
actresses who had starring roles but 
there was my cousin with the lead 
role in “Tap” starring alongside great 
dancers such as Gregory Hines and 
Sammy Davis Jr. She also performed 
with Angela Basset and Whoopi 
Goldberg in ‘How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back.’ ‘The Inkwell,’ 
‘Jason’s Lyric’ and so much more, 

the list goes on. The world will 
miss your talent but your soul will 
live forever. Rest in Paradise, my 
beautiful cousin Suzzanne, you 
will be missed.”

For “Tap,” Douglas won 
the NAACP Image Award for 
outstanding supporting actress in 
a film. Her other credits include 
playing Cissy Houston, mother 
of Whitney Houston, in the 2015 
biopic “Whitney,” “School of 
Rock,” the 1990 Fox series “Against 
the Law” and Ava DuVernay’s 
Emmy-winning limited series 
“When They See Us.”

DuVernay and several others 

posted their tributes on Douglas 
on Twitter.

“Suzzanne Douglas was a quiet, 
elegant force as we made ‘When 
They See Us.’ A gentlewoman. A 
gem of a lady. A confident, caring 
actor who breathed life into the 
words and made them shimmer, 
wrote DuVernay. “I’m grateful that 
our paths in this life crossed. May 
she journey on in peace and love.”

“She was an elegant, gentle warm 
spirit. My deepest condolences to 
her family and loved ones. May 
she rest in love,” wrote Jada Pinkett 
Smith, who co-starred in 1994’s 
“The Inkwell” with Douglas.
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THE FRENCH CORNER –BONJOUR
By Faridat Audu

Cross word puzzleUNESCO World Heritage sites

Can you solve 
these verbal reasoning questions?

Goodnight J’y vais
See you soon À plus
Farewell  Bonne journée
Goodbye À plus tard
Have a nice day Adieu
I’m off À bientôt
See you later  À la prochaine
Have a nice day Bonne nuit
See you around Au Revoir
It’s time to go Je te souhaite une 
 bonne journée
See you next time Il est temps de partir

A: 30% of $15

B: 25% of 400cm

C: 145% of 20 Kg

D: 7.5% of 80L

E: What percent is 15 out of 24?

F: What percent is 8 out of 2.5?

G: 120 is 80% of what number?

I: 48 is 60% of what number?

ANSWERS 
ON PG. 24

 ANSWERS ON PG. 24 

 ANSWERS ON PG. 24 

 ANSWERS ON PG. 24 

Answer on Page 24

It’s time to go home – Il est temps de rentrer à la maison.
Goodnight mum – Bonne nuit maman.

See you around my friend– À plus mon ami.
See you later today – À plus tard aujourd’hui.

I’m off with my parents tonight – J’y vais avec mes 
parents ce soir.

Start 
each day 

with a 
grateful 
heart..

Example: (CAMERA, MACE) (SENTRY, NEST) (CASKET, SACK)

1. (DEFINE, FIND) (POSTED, STEP) (MOTHER, _________)

2. (HINDER, RIND) (RENTED, DENT) (PARTED, _________)

3. (CUSTARD , CARD) (VIOLENT, VENT) (SAILING, __________)

4. (CRASH, DASH) (FLASH, GASH) (SHAPE, ____________)

5. (TABLES, SALT) (SINGER, RIGS) (REMAIN, __________)

6. (FLOOD, GOOD) (BOAST, CAST) (STALE, ___________)

EXAMPLES:

STUDY THE EXAMPLES BELOW TO SOLVE THE FOLLOWING

A. B.

C. D.

E. F.

FRENCH VOCABULARY 
ON L’ÉCOLE ET LA CLASSE

MATCH THE 
CORRECT 

FRENCH WORDS

REMINDER 
TIPS ON 

LEARNING 
OR 

INPROVING 
YOUR 

FRENCH
• Watch French 
programs (News) 
at least 20-30 
minutes daily.

• Read French 
books/newspapers/
journals daily.

• Listen to French 
music daily.

• Make effort to 
communicating in 
French language

FRENCH IDIOM
Il a la banane aujourd’hui.

Looks like he feels great today. 

According to Wikipedia.
com, A World Heritage 
Site is a landmark or area 
with legal protection by an 
international convention 
administered by the United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). 
World Heritage Sites are 
designated by UNESCO for 
having cultural, historical, 
scientific or other form of 
significance. The sites are 
judged to contain “cultural 
and natural heritage around 

the world considered to 
be of outstanding value to 
humanity”. To be selected, a 
World Heritage Site must be 
a somehow unique landmark 
which is geographically 
and historically identifiable 
and has special cultural or 
physical significance.

The sites are preserved for 
posterity, otherwise they 
would be subject to risk 
from human or animal 
activities hence these sites are 
demarcated by UNESCO as 

protected zones.

List of UNESCO World 
Heritage sites in Canada

The list include the Nahanni 
National Park, L’Anse aux 
Meadows National Historic 
site, The Dinosaur Provincial 
park, Head-Smashed-in Buffalo 
jump, Wood Buffalo National 
Park, Old Town Lunenburg, 
The Joggings Fossil Cliffs, Red 
Bay Basque Whaling Station, 
Writing-on-stone / Aisinai’pi 
and many more.

Quotable

SOLVE THE

Quote

PROBLEMS

YOUTH
CORNER
YOUTH

CORNER
Oluchi Ugoh

“Your Children Need your presence more than your present”. - Jesse jackson
Think Positive

I am very delighted to join you again this month. I hope you are all enjoying the beautiful summer? I am. Things 
are getting back to normal, please tread cautiously. As usual,we have interesting materials this month for 

you. Take good care of yourself, seize every joy, know when to leave a party, don’t swim, if you cannot, avoid 
immediate gratification, no short cut to Success, be a good citizen. The future is very bright if you make the right 

decisions today.
To reach us: publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUANTITY REASONING
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SOURCE: AMAZON.COM
BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE TORONTO & MISSISSAUGA PUBLIC LIBRARIES

BOOKS 

Love is the Way: Holding on to 
Hope in Troubling Times 

Jewel of the Nile Here for You

TO THE RESCUE
SAY NO TO CORRUPTION 

-  By Pastor Dele Dada

“It is not true that we have only one life to live; if we can read, we can live as many more lives and as many kinds 
of lives as we wish.” —S.I. Hayakawa

With this Ring
PASSION

By Bishop Michael 
Curry and Sara Grace

In every as-
pect of life, love 
has often been 
adjudged as the 
instrument that 
makes the world go 
round. In this riv-
eting book, Bishop 
Michael Curry who 
delivered a sermon 
on the redemptive 
power of love at 
the royal wedding 
of Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle at 
Win dsor Castle, 
expands on his 
message of hope 

in an inspirational 
road map for living 
the way of love, 
illuminated with 
moving lessons 
from his own life. 

C u r r y , 
through the eye 
lens of his faith, 
ancestry, and per-
sonal journey, in 
his this work, Love 
Is the Way shows 
us how America 
came this far and, 
more important, 
how to go a whole 
lot further.

W i t h o u t 
mincing words, the 
path of love is es-
sential for address-
ing the seemingly 
insu rmountab l e 
challenges facing 
the world today: 
poverty, racism, 
selfishness, deep 
ideological divi-
sions, competing 
claims to speak for 
God. 

by Tessa Afshar

C h a r i l i n e , 
who was raised as 
an orphan by her 
aunt, has only been 
told a few pieces of 
her parents’ tragic 
love story. Her 
beautiful dark skin 
is proof that her 
father was Cush-
ite, but she knows 
nothing else. 

Real drama 
started when, 

while visiting her 
grandfather before 
his retirement as 
the Roman offi-
cial in the queen’s 
court, Chariline 
overhears that her 
father is still alive, 
and discovering his 
identity becomes 
her obsession. 

Unfortunately 
for her, while both 
her grandfather 
and the queen 
have reasons for 
keeping this secret, 
forbid her quest. 
So when her only 
clues lead to Rome, 
Chariline sneaks on 
the ship of a mer-
chant trusted by 
friends. And then 
you can imagine 
what is next. Find 
out!

Forever 
(Let’s Stay Together Book 1) 

By Vanessa Miller

Jewel Daw-
son, a Real estate 
agent is headstrong, 
outspoken and 
very much in love 
with her fiancé’, 
the mega-million-
aire sports agent, 
Jackson Lewis. 
However, trouble 
started when, after 
he gives her a pre-
nuptial agreement 
to sign, she calls 
off the wedding 
because she could 
never marry a man 
who doesn’t believe 
in the possibility of 
forever.

The self-
willed Jewel was 
raised to appreci-

ate the sanctity of 
marriage. Her great 
grandparents lived 
to celebrate their 
platinum wedding 
anniversary, her 
grandparents just 
celebrated their 
emerald and her 
parents are about 
to celebrate their 
coral wedding an-
niversary. All these 
culminated to Jewel 
believing that love 
can last a lifetime, 
but her fiancé’, 
doesn’t have the 
same experience. 
Jackson’s father 
was currently on 
his fourth mar-
riage and everyone 
around him was 
getting divorced.

The real trou-
ble is that Jackson 
loves Jewel, but 
has no idea if this 
love with stand the 
test of time. Jewel’s 
heart was broken 
by a man who 
thought like that, 
so she will not put 
her trust in Jackson 

By Pat Simmons

It harps on a 
hero and heroine 
who are better at 
taking care of other 
people than them-
selves, a dark mo-
ment that shakes 
their faith, and a 
profoundly satisfy-
ing happy ending. 
Like they say, care-
givers sometimes 
need a little TLC too.

Heroine, Ra-
chel Knicely’s life 
has been on hold for 
six months while 
she looks after her 
great aunt, who has 
Alzheimer’s. But, 
while putting her 
aunt first was an 
easy decision—ac-
cepting that Aunt 
Tweet is nearing the 
end of her battle is 
far more difficult.

On his part, 
hero, Nicholas Ad-
ams’s ministry is 
bringing comfort to 
those who are sick 
and homebound. 

Drama started when 
he responds to a re-
quest for help for 
a n ailing woman 
and then meets the 
Knicelys, he realiz-
es Rachel is the one 
who needs support 
the most. 

The crusader, 
Nicholas is charmed 
by and attracted to 
Rachel, but then 
devastating news 
brings both a fracas 
of faith and road-
blocks to their bud-
ding relationship 
that neither could 
have anticipated. 
And then the ques-
tion is what next? 
Find out!

“Look, Kenny on this idea of send-
ing money out of the country, can you 
really blame us? I mean people in my sta-
tus and position? You do not want me to 
leave government house and be poor. It is 
bad enough you will be referred to as ex 
-governor, ex-senator, but can I dust my 
resume and be looking for job? Can I? The 
answer is capital NO!” Paola exclaimed.

“Nobody says you should be. De-
velop the nations. Even with the money 
acquired illegally use it to start factories, 
vocational institutions. Then you will be 
the Managing Director of such compa-
nies. Today all the money bags, are start-
ing universities— even religious gurus 
are not left out. While I agree universities 
are good, what the nation needs is more 
vocational schools, trade centers, techni-
cal schools and polytechnics. What is the 
point of having graduates that are not 
trained to be self-employed? University 
graduates are trained to fail, sorry, maybe 
those are not the exact words but they are 
trained to depend on others, trained to be 
in search of white collar jobs.” Kenny ex-
plained.

“Paola even though you and I know 
how you got your wealth and got this po-
sition, but turn it around, be an example 
of godliness. Repent, I do not mean super-
ficial repentance of going to church and 
giving of ridiculous amounts just to boost 
your ego, but genuinely repent and use 

this opportunity to develop this nation. 
Refuse to be corrupt, stop corruption, fight 
corruption; do not forget those things we 
spoke against in South Africa. Implement 
those ideas. The news I am hearing about 
you is not good. I am told you are one 
of the party going governors; you go to 
every night party in town. Can I tell you 
the truth?”

KENNY ASKED HIS FRIEND?
“The news around town is that you 

are one of the most corrupt governors. I 
know all these loud mouth sycophants 
around you will not allow you to hear the 
truth. But by the time they push you to 
prison it will be too late!

Paola laughed. “Prison? Kenny in 
this country? I cannot go to prison! I will 
bribe all the bribables. Some of us are sa-
cred cows now in this country. The judi-
ciary is in our pocket. How many gover-
nors have you seen in prison after office? 
The whole system is a network. They fear 
that if they want to bring one down he 
will sing like a parrot and bring everybody 
down and the case will be dropped. The 
best they can demand is a bargain. That is 
they ask you to pay a paltry sum, you are 
accused of ten billion and they tell you to 
pay five million. You will pay it and move 
on.”

KENNY SHOOK HIS HEAD.

“So this is why you politicians and 
key holders of government positions 
think and do what you are doing?” Kenny 
asked without expecting an answer.

“In the early seventies there used to 
be a column in the defunct ‘Daily Times’ 
daily news paper. It was called ‘Do not say 
I told you’ Paola sarcastically reminded 
his friend

“Paola the times have changed. 
Have you not heard of Economic Finan-
cial Crime Commission (EFCC)” Don’t you 
fear the dreaded commission?”

PAOLA LAUGHED TILL HIS RIBS 
WERE HURTING HIM.

“A masquerade is a human being in 
a special or scary clothing. There is noth-

ing mystical about masquerades, they are 
human inventions to deceive the gull-
ible and scare the little ones. In a simi-
lar manner EFCC is another government 
invention to show you poor masses that 
the government is doing something about 
corruption. It is a ruse! Do not say I told 
you!”

Paola, you have gone too far astray. 
You are irredeemable. May thy Lord have 
mercy on your soul. One last word, Paola, 
be a leader not a politician, a politician 
thinks of the next election, a leader thinks 
of the next generation. Show me my 
room; this is 3am I have to go to bed. My 
flight to S.A is 6pm tomorrow. Kenny got 
up to leave.

Paola dipped his hand in his buba 
and soro dress and pulled out a big brown 
envelope. Kenny this is for you without 
any strings attached it is $100,000 dol-
lars. Go and invest it and turn your life 
around. Paola said stretching the money 
to Kenny.

“Paola you know I will not take that. 
Let me remind you about Abraham ‘And 
the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give 
me the persons, and take the goods to 
thyself. And Abram said to the king of So-
dom, I have lifted up mine hand unto the 
LORD, the most high God, the possessor 
of heaven and earth, That I will not take 
from the thread even to a shoe latchet, 
and that I will not take any thing that 
is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have 
made Abram rich’

Paola, some of us are the Abrahams 
of this generation. Goodnight.” Kenny 
said and refused to look at the bulky en-
velope.

TO BE CONTINUED.

Among oth-
ers, this didac-
tic book will lead 
readers to discover 
the gifts they need 
in order to live the 
way of love: deep 

reservoirs of hope 
and resilience, 
simple wisdom, the 
discipline of non-
violence, and un-
shakable regard for 
human dignity.

unless he can promise her forever. Fortu-
nately for them, the two discovered that 

lasting love doesn’t come easy, but with 
God on their side, anything is possible. 

How did it turn out for the love birds with 
different experiences? Find out!

I haven’t seen my husband for 10 years 

Pastor Taiwo Odubiyi

Agatha Edo

Dear Agatha,

My husband traveled 
a day after our wedding 
10 years ago. Since then 
he hasn’t come back to 
the country, neither have 
I been able to go and meet 
him.

We actually met a 
year before we got married. 
We met when he first came 
home from his base the 
previous year. Throughout 
that year, he kept telling 
me on the phone how he 
wanted to spend the rest 
of his life with me so when 
he came back, we got mar-
ried.

At the beginning, we 
talked almost everyday. 
He kept telling me to be 
patient with him. He gave 
a variety of excuses as to 
why he can’t come home or  
process my traveling docu-
ments.

However, about two 
years ago, he instructed me 
not call him that he would 
gladly do all the calling. I 
didn’t mind since it would 
save me the money. But 
recently, I needed to talk 
to him urgently. I dialed 
his number repeatedly he 
didn’t pick. I kept call-
ing but he refused to take 
my call. I guess he must 
have switched it off after a 
while because I didn’t get 
through to him again.

Days after that in-
cident, he called and was 
very angry with me. He 
called me a disobedient 
wife, lacking of respect 
for her husband. He didn’t 
even give me the chance 
to explain why I wanted 
to speak with him at that 
time of the night.

After saying all that 
he had to say, he cut the 
line. I tried to get him back, 
he refused to answer my 

call.
From that point, it 

became impossible to get 
him on that line. I told his 
parents about the devel-
opment, his mother right 
in my presence called him 
but she also encountered 
similar problem. She told 
me not to worry that she 
would get back to me.

She must have, be-
cause he called me with an-
other number. He instruct-
ed me never to call him on 
his former number but to 
use the new number when-
ever I wanted to speak with 
him. After listening to my 
reason for calling him the 
other night, he promised to 
send the money I wanted.

Again, I tried calling 
him one night that I was 
very lonely but the number 
was not available. I only 
get him during the day 
time on the new number or 
on the nights he is at work.

Agatha, he sends me 
money and things but that 
is as far as I get from him. 
At 40 now, I have a hus-
band who hasn’t seen me 
in a decade. I am childless 
and to crown it all, he ap-
pears to be keeping things 
from him.

Although nobody has 
told me anything but I 
have a strong hunch that 
my husband has another 
woman in his life. Else, 
why would he stop me from 
calling him whenever I 
want to?

I also observed that 
his mother is not as wor-
ried about his refusal to 
come for me as before. Her 
worries concerning when 
he hopes to start hav-
ing children in life have 
ceased. Her attitude these 
days whenever I complain 
is that God knows best.

Before now, my sib-

lings have been urging me 
to think of what to do with 
the marriage because in 
their opinion, I don't  have 
a husband. Then, lots of 
men were still showing in-
terest in me. One of them 
actually wanted me to ter-
minate my marriage   and 
marry him. Except for my 
mother, every other mem-
ber of my family wants me 
to end my so called mar-
riage.

I really don’t know 
what to do anymore. At 
my age, only men inter-
ested in sleeping with me 
for fun come around. All 
the serious ones are mar-
ried; which leaves me with 
the worry of where to start 
from.

My friends who mar-
ried at the same time that 
I did or after me are all 
mothers.

It has been very dif-
ficult for me. I have a hus-
band but in the real sense 
of it, I don’t. Age is no lon-
ger on my side.

Whenever I ask him 
about the issue of our hav-
ing children when he is 
there and I am here, he tells 
me soon. He is been telling 
me that since we got mar-
ried.

I don’t know what 
to do anymore. I am frus-
trated, dejected and very 
sad at what has become 
of my marriage and life. 
I don’t know any of his 
friends or where he works 
in England. Whenever I ask 
him such questions, he tells 
me, I will meet them when 
I come. I really trusted him 
and believed him.

How do I go about 
this issue? I don’t want 
any member of his family 
accusing me of being way-
ward or unappreciative 
of what my husband has 

done for me. In fairness to 
him, he helped set up my 
business.

Even if I leave, where 
do I start from?

Ifeoma.

 Dear Ifeoma,
Honestly, you have 

wasted too much time al-
ready as well as taken ev-
erything for granted. A man 
leaves you a day after your 
wedding 10 years ago with-
out looking back or consid-
ering your feelings and you 
sit quietly waiting for some-
thing to happen?

Granted every mar-
riage has its challenges but 
not your kind of marriage. 
This one doesn’t even ex-
ist beyond the ceremony of 
you two meeting and get-
ting married. This man has 
simply put you into a sort of 
bondage. As it is you can-
not move forward or back-
wards. You are fixed to one 
spot, a point that leaves you 
without anything at the end 
of the day.

Whatever reasons he 
is giving you for not coming 
home for 10 years aren’t 
tenable. If he truly wanted 
you to join him, he would 
have made the efforts long 
ago. The truth is that there 
is something he is hiding 
from you; the reason he or-
dered you not to call him at 
night or on the number you 
have always used in com-
municating with him.

It is this same reason 
that has kept you a secret 
from his friends over there.

This simply under-
scores your lack of knowl-
edge of the man you mar-
ried.

In the beginning, he 
may have had the inten-
tions of coming for you af-
ter a short while but, some-
thing, he is unwilling to tell 

you must have happened to 
make him change his mind.

Whatever it is that has 
kept you a grass-widow 
for a decade is what you 
should demand from your 
husband. it isn’t as if he 
cannot come home; unless 
of course he has problems 
with the law over there and 
is shy to tell you. Whatever 
his reason or excuse, at this 
juncture, there is nothing 
for you to lose by asking 
him direct questions. You 
have kept quiet for too long 
and if he now considers 
you a disobedient wife for 
demanding to know what 
your fate is with him after 
what appears to be a wast-
ed decade, so be it.

Insist, you are capable 
of dealing with anything, 
including the knowledge of 
him having a wife and chil-
dren down there. Anything 
is better than keeping you 
in this limbo and confusing 
state.

Let him realise that 
being married to him has 
made it difficult for you to 
move beyond a point; and 
that you consider his treat-
ment of you, unfair.

Be clear to him that 
you can nolonger endure 
the situation; that you want 
to end the marriage so as 
to move on. Giving him 
this kind of ultimatum is 
the only way you can get 
him to admit to whatever it 
is that has kept him away 
from you for a whole de-
cade.

But before you do 
this, let his mother know 
you have reached the end 
of the road with her son. 
Ask her if you were her 
daughter, would she keep 
encouraging you to stay 
in this kind of marriage? If 
anybody in his family turns 
around to accuse you of be-

ing wayward or unappre-
ciative of whatever it is he 
has done for you in terms of 
financial assistance, remind 
them that you married their 
son at 30 and haven’t seen 
him for 10 years. in your 
shoes, what would they 
have done? Not that you 
were pregnant at the time 
he left and has a child to 
call your own.

It is their right to talk 
and yours to plan your life 
the way you would be hap-
py at the end of the day. A 
marriage is only a marriage 
when the two people in it 
have the same ideas, are 
loyal to each other, have 
mutual respect and share 
each other’s company.

A marriage is to pro-
vide companionship. If for a 
decade you don’t have this, 
then what kind of marriage 
is it? His money isn’t what 
you came to marry; you 
came to marry their son. 
Tell them you are ready to 
stay as long as they provide 
you with your husband.

Sincerely, the ball is in 
your court. The longer you 
wait for this man who ap-
pears not in a hurry to come 
back to you, the harder it 
becomes for you to start 
again.

You have to urgently 
make up your mind over 
that thing that makes you 
most happy. You are the 
only one who can make the 
decision.

Good luck.

By: Pastor Taiwo Iredele 
Odubiyi 

Continued from the last issue
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When Femi found an 
opportunity to talk, he an-
nounced, “This gentleman 
is Albert. He’s a journalist 
and works with Reflections. 
He’d like to write about 
all these things and needs 
your permission. He may 
also need to ask some ques-
tions for clarity.”

The albino woman 
looked at her friend and 
said, “It’s okay! Let him 
write about it! Let the world 
know what’s been happen-
ing in some of these hospi-
tals, how people are being 
mismanaged, and how my 
friend’s husband was killed 
at the age of thirty two!” 

It was obvious that 
the woman was very an-
gry and bitter at the state 
of health-care in the coun-
try and she added, “Look at 
what you and your children 
are going through!”

Ola’s wife agreed. 
“You can write about it if it 
will bring a positive change 
in the health care system.”

“I’d like to ask some 
questions so as to get the 
stories right.” Albert said, 
bringing out a pen and pa-
per.

Starting with Ola, he 
asked, “What is your full 
name sir?”

Half an hour later, on 
the way to Femi’s house, 
they were talking about 
some of the things they 
heard at Deacon Ola’s 
house.

Femi’s PA got down 

on the way and about 
twenty minutes after, they 
reached Femi’s house. He 
got down and Albert drove 
off immediately.

“I will go to church 
next week Sunday.” Grace 
told Albert.

Albert didn’t talk im-
mediately, and then he 
said, “Will you want me to 
worship in your church on 
that day so you won’t be 
alone?”

“Can you come?”
“Yes, if you want me 

to.” He said.
“I don’t mind. The 

main service starts at ten in 
the morning. I’ll be sitting 
at the back. I’ll keep a seat 
for you.”

“Okay. I’ll be there.”
She spoke again. “I’ll 

be traveling to Benin in 
about a month’s time. My 

friend, Jennifer is getting 
married. No counseling ses-
sion for us that day.” 

“Does Jennifer know 
you’re pregnant?”

“Umm hmm.”
He smiled.
She told him she 

would be going for antena-
tal in the coming week at a 
hospital.

“Which day?”
“I don’t know yet. I’ll 

have to call and book an 
appointment.”

“Let me know when it 
will be. If I’m free, I’d like to 
go with you. Can I go with 
you?”

“Well, yes you can but 
I won’t want you to enter 
the examination room with 
me.”

“Why not?”
“It’s not necessary. 

The doctor will examine me 
and you don’t have to be 
there.” She said. Smiling, 
she added, “Or … are you 
a doctor?”

He returned the smile. 
“I care about both mother 
and child. Besides, I’m the 
father.”

“But you are not my 
husband. There’s a big dif-
ference between the two.” 

“But it’s just antena-
tal.” He argued.

“My stomach will be 
exposed.”

“So what? I’ve seen 
your stomach before.”

“That’s true but things 
are different now.”

“We have agreed that 
there won’t be sex again so 
what are you afraid of?”

“I am not afraid. 
I’m only trying to protect 
us from temptations. We 
shouldn’t make things dif-
ficult for ourselves.”

She has a point, he 
thought.

Grace told him she 
would like to stop at the 
market that was on the way 
to her house to buy some 
groceries. 

“Can you still spare 
about half an hour?” She 
asked Albert.

“Do I have a choice?”
“Well, I would under-

stand if you said you didn’t 
have time.”

He glanced briefly at 

the clock on the dashboard. 
“I hope you won’t take 
much time?”

“No. I’ll make it snap-
py. Thanks.”

     They got there and 
he parked.

“I’ll be back soon.” 
She said as she alighted 
from the car.

But he got down, 
locked up and followed her.

About forty five min-
utes after, they were carry-
ing five grocery bags into 
her apartment.

Ibie was in the living 
room and she greeted Al-
bert warmly.

continued on p(24)
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Zaila Avant-garde Makes 
History in Spelling Bee

Norway Says ‘no way’ To Social Media Fakes

Groom Calls off Wedding Because of Food, 
Marries Another BrideHaiti President Killed by Highly 

Trained Assassins

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

By Yahaya Othman

Zaila, a 14-year-old 
from Harvey, La., won on 
the word “Murraya” to be-
come the first Black Ameri-
can to win the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee in 
almost 100 years.

The last word, after 
hundreds of competitors 
fell to some of the diction-
ary’s most colorful mon-
sters, was “Murraya.”

When Zaila spelled 
it correctly on, she put 
her hands to her head 
filled with excitement and 
danced her way into spell-
ing competition’s history 
as the first Black American 
to win the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee. The victory 
embellished Zaila’s already 
remarkable résumé: Not 
only has she competed in 
spelling bees for two years, 
she already holds three 
Guinness world records for 
dribbling, bouncing and 
juggling basketballs—all 
before the ninth grade.

“Now I get to get a 
nice trophy, which is the 
best part of any win,” she 
said in an interview on 
ESPN, which broadcast the 
contest. (She also won a 
$50,000 prize).

 The next morning, 
she told “Good America” 
that she hoped to see more 
African American students 
“doing well in the Scripps 
Spelling Bee.”

The bee, she said, was 
a “gate-opener to being in-
terested in education.”

Zaila’s journey from 
her hometown near New 
Orleans to the spelling 
bee finals in Orlando, La., 
spanned two years, 18 
rounds of competition and 
tens of thousands of words.

During the competi-
tion, she faced not only a 
battery of obscure words 
like fidibus, ancistroid and 
depreter among others, but 
new spelling bee rules en-
acted after eight students 
were crowned co-champi-
on in 2019. 

The national spell-
ing bee has been held for 
almost 100 years, and for 
decades, its organizers 
have used more difficult 
words from the realms of 
medicine, art, zoology and 
antiquity. 

This year’s words 
were especially difficult, 
said Kory Stamper, a lexi-
cographer and the author 
of “Word by Word: The Se-
cret Life of Dictionaries.”

“I have the diction-
ary open in front of me, 
and I edited this diction-
ary, and I have not spelled 
any of these words right 
on the first try,” she said 
at one point. Most of the 
11 finalist stumbled with 
words like chrysal, atha-
nor, cloxacillin, heliconius, 
torticollis, platlyepadid and 
gewgaw, and at one point 
judges had to review a 
video replay to determine 
whether a speller said the 
letter I or Y. (He misspelled 
“ambystoma”).

Several spellers were 

eliminated in a round of 
questions about word 
meanings, which Ms. 
Stamper said was a return 
to spelling bees’ origin as 
a broader vocabulary exer-
cise. “It wasn’t this gami-
fied thing that we do now,” 
she said.

In the last few min-
utes of competition, it came 
down to two girls, Zaila 
and Chaitra Thummala, a 
12-year-old from San Fran-
cisco.

The last few words 
were rattled off in a swift 
back-and-forth between 
them and the pronouncer.

First was “fewtrils” 
(things of little value), 
which Chaitra got right. 
Then “retene” (a chemi-
cal isolated especially from 
pine tar, rosin oil and vari-
ous fossil resins), which 
Zaila spelled correctly. It 
was down to Chaitra to 
spell “neroli oil” (a fragrant 
pale yellow essential oil). 
Chaitra got it wrong.

That meant that Zaila 
could win it if she spells 
one more correct word.

Although she seemed 
puzzled by her word, “Mur-
raya,” she grimaced a little. 
The pronouncer told her it 
meant a genus of tropical 
Asiatic and Australian trees 
having pinnate leaves with 
imbricated petals.

“Does this word con-
tain like the English word 
‘Murray,’ which would be 
the name of a comedian?” 
Zaila asked, referring to 
the actor Bill Murray and 
drawing laughs from the 
pronouncer and the judges.

She began to spell it, 
stopped herself, and asked 
for the language of ori-
gin (Latin from a Swedish 
name).

Then, as with so 
many words before, she 
needed little time to solve 
its structure. She spelled 
the word correctly.

By Yahaya Othman 

During an attack that 
took place at night, a group 
of assassins believed to 
have been highly trained 
fatally shot Haitian Presi-
dent, Jovenel Moise and 
wounded his wife, Martine 
Moise, in their private res-
idence on the outskirts of 
the capital, Port-au-Prince. 

The assassination 
predictably rocked the 
country, brewing fear 
and confusion among the 
citizenry about what is to 
come.

The assassins 
charged into Mr. Moise’s 
residence sometime after 
the early morning hours. 
Official reports described 
the attack that included 
foreigners who spoke 
Spanish as well-planned.

President Moise relies 
on a high level of protec-
tion, usually traveling 
with more than a dozen 
armored cars and police 
guards. There are often 
100 officers from the pres-
idential guard around the 
stationed at the President’s 
residence, former Prime 
Minister Laurent Lamothe 
said.

Haiti’s ambassador to 
the United States, Bocchit 
Edmond, stated that there 
was no specific warning of 
the attack.

Carl Henry Destin, 

a Haitian justice of the 
peace, said the president’s 
home had been peppered 
with holes and littered 
with bullet casings, and 
he had found the body of 
the president lying on the 
floor at the foot of his bed, 
“bathed in blood.”

“There were 12 holes 
visible in the body of the 
president that I could see,” 
he told The New York 
Times. “He was riddled 
with bullets.”

The president’s house 
had also been ransacked, 
said Mr. Destin. “Drawers 
were pulled out, papers 
were all over the ground, 
bags were open,” he said. 
Two servants had been 
tied up, he said.

Ms Moise was in-
jured in the attack and was 
flown to the Ryder Trauma 
Center in Miami. She was 
in stable condition, ac-
cording to the ambassador, 
Mr. Edmond.

The motive of the at-
tackers is still unknown.

Two Americans are 
among the at least 20 
people who have been ar-
rested and detained thus 
far in connection with the 
assassination, Haitian offi-
cials said, confirming their 
assertions that “foreign-
ers” were involved in the 
assault. The ambassador, 
Mr. Edmond, described the 
assailants as “well-trained 

professionals, killers, com-
mandos.”

During a news con-
ference at National Police 
Headquarters with the in-
terim prime minister, the 
American suspects were 
identified as Joseph Vin-
cent, 55, and James J. So-
lages, 35, Florida residents 
of Haitian descent. The 
other 18 detained suspects 
were described as Colom-
bians.

Clément Noël, a judge 
who is involved with the 
investigation, said on Fri-
day that Mr. Vincent and 
Mr. Solages claimed that 
they were not in the room 
when Mr. Moise was killed 
and that they had worked 
only as translators for the 
attackers.

The judge said the 
two met with other mem-
bers of the assassins in a 
suburb of Port-au-Prince 
to plan the attack, which 
was planned for over a 
month. The judge said the 
men claimed that the goal 
was not to kill the presi-
dent but to bring him to 
the national palace.

It’s still unknown 
what evidence the Haitian 
authorities have against 
the two men, when they 
had entered the country 
and what their connection 
might be to those in the hit 
squad identified as Colom-
bian.

There are at least 6 
more suspects on the run, 
authorities said. Security 
forces made the first ar-
rests after engaging in a 
chaotic shootout.

Haitian government 
officials announced that 
they asked the United 
States provide troops to 
help preserve the coun-
try’s key infrastructures 
as the nation faces unrest 
from the assassination.

By Marcel Chukwuka

New regulations in 
Norway have been es-
tablished to push back 
against the rising tide of 
unrealistic beauty stan-
dards across the various 
social media platforms in 
an attempt to curb body 
dysmorphia in the coun-
try.

Amendments to 
the 2009 Marketing 
Act make it illegal for 
influencers to share re-
touched images of their 
bodies in advertisement. 
They are now required 
to acknowledge that the 

image has been edited. 
There has been wide-
spread acceptance with 
regards to the law, but 
as Instagram and Tik-
Tok continue to grow in 
followers, and become 
increasingly commercial-
ized, would this regula-
tion be enough?

According to the 
amendments made by 
the Norwegian Ministry 
of Children and Family 
Affairs, and the passing 
with a 72 to 15 votes in 
government, promotion-
al posts with alterations 
to a body’s size, shape or 
skin will need to be des-

ignated with a standard-
ized label issued by the 
Ministry.

This also directly 
implicated celebrities and 
media influencers who 
“receive any payment or 
other benefit” from a post 
from social media. These 
alterations will not only 
cover images where lips, 
waistlines and muscles 
are exaggerated after the 
photo is taken, but those 
created with a filter.

Violation will be vis-
ited with escalating fines 
and potential imprison-
ment in extreme cases.

The enforcement of 

a label will create more 
clarity about where a 
body image being pre-
sented is fake or even 
putting advertisers off 
from retouching photos 
in the first place. The 
Ministry, however, rec-
ognize that the law may 
be difficult to enforce 
since it is difficult to as-
certain when an image 
has been edited.

Another issue that 
arises is that it is also 
unclear whether ad-
justments to lighting or 
saturation in photos will 
be considered a viola-
tion. Nevertheless, the 

bill received widespread 
support from Norway’s 
influencer community 
according to local news-
paper Verdens Gang.

“Filters [are] some-
thing that should be fun, 
something you can laugh 
at, or be allowed to have 
a realistic butterfly on 
your face. Not to create a 
false beauty ideal,” said 
influencer Annijor Jor-
gensen.

Some other influ-
encers have called the 
law to go further by ex-
tending the regulations 
to all content. It is still 
unclear how this will be 

implemented. And be-
cause these rules only 
apply in Norway, Norwe-
gian users will still come 
across edited posts of us-
ers abroad.

The law comes 
amid the cultural con-
versation in Norway 
surrounding the concept 
of ‘Kroppspress’ which 
means ‘body pressure’ 
and its effect on the 
mental health of young 
people.

“Body pressure is 
always there, often im-
perceptibly, and is diffi-
cult to combat,” the Min-
istry said in a statement.

By Marcel Chukwuka 

A man walked out on 
his bride on their wedding 
day simply because the 
family of the bride failed to 
serve mutton in the feast 
at Sukinda.

According to The 
New Indian Express, the 
27-year-old groom, who 
was identified as Ramak-
ant Patra, later married 
another woman of the area 
before returning home.

Patra is a resident of 
Rebanapalaspal in neigh-
boring Keonjhar district. 
He reached Bandhagaon 
village in Sukinda block 
with baraatis in a proces-
sion to marry on Wednes-
day afternoon. When Pa-
tra reached the venue, the 
bride’s family welcomed 

him, and after necessary 
rituals, he was taken to 
the dining hall for lunch.

Before the main food 
was served, members of 
the wedding party request-
ed for mutton curry. Un-
fortunately, mutton curry 
was not prepared. The 
baraatis entered into an 
argument with the bride’s 
family members and with 
those who were serving 
food.

The seemingly harm-
less situation quickly 
turned ugly and soon 
blew out of proportion. 
When Patra came to know 
that mutton had not been 
cooked for the wedding 
party, he called off the 
marriage taking everyone 
by surprise.

Despite repeated 

plea from the bride’s fam-
ily members to try to per-
suade him to change his 
mind, all their efforts were 
futile as the groom left the 
place along with his kin. 
Patra went to a relative’s 
house at Gandhapala vil-
lage of Kuhika panchayat 
in Sukinda where they 
stayed for the rest of the 
day.

In an extraordinary 
turn of events, he later 
married another woman 
of Phulajhara in Tamka 
the same night before re-
turning to Keonjhar. No 
complaint was made with 
the local police in this 
connection. Such high-
handedness by grooms 
and their families used to 
be reported to the police in 
the 1980s.

In another extraor-
dinary circumstance this 
week, a bride in Uttar 
Pradesh reportedly called 
off a wedding after discov-
ering the groom had poor 
eyesight. The nuptials 
were apparently arranged 
by the families of the pair, 
which is common on the 
Asian continent.

According to a report, 
the bride and her fam-
ily were suspicious when 
they noticed the groom 
was wearing glasses on 
the wedding day.

A test was arranged 
for him by asking him to 
read a newspaper without 
wearing his glasses and 
when it became clear he 
relied on them, the bride’s 
family called the wedding 
off.

Mayor of 
Johannesburg dies of 
COVID-19

By N.Ugoh

The Mayor of South 
Africa’s Johannesburg, 
Geoff Makhubo has died. 
He died of Coronavirus 
complications.  

The spokesperson of 
Johannesburg, Mlimandlela 
Ndamase said earlier this 
month that Makhubo had 
been hospitalised for Cov-
id-19 complications after he 
tested positive in late June.  

However, he suc-
cumbed to the infection 
recently at the age of 53. 
After his death was an-
nounced, Member of the 
Mayoral Committee (MMC) 
for Health and Social Devel-
opment Eunice Mgcina was 
been appointed as acting 
Mayor of Johannesburg. 

In her tribute to the 
late Mayor, Mgcina said: 
“We had hoped that Maku-
bo would defeat the virus, 
return to work and lead the 
City as we face this pan-
demic that has devastated 
lives and livelihoods. Sadly, 
it was not to be. 

“Our heartfelt con-
dolences go to his wife, 
daughters, mother and the 
rest of his family, friends 
and comrades. The family 
has requested to be afforded 
privacy and space as they 
process the untimely pass-
ing of one of their own.”

Geoff Makhubo as-
sumed office in December 
2019 after the ruling party 
snatched the city’s Mayoral 
from an opposition coali-
tion.

Derek Chauvin Sentenced to 22 1/2 Years in 
Death of George Floyd

Derek Chauvin, the 
former Minneapolis police 
officer who was convicted 
of the murder of George 
Floyd, received a sentence 
of 22 1/2 years in prison. 
The video recorded by a 
bystander of Floyd's May 
25, 2020, death sparked a 
widespread cry against ra-
cial injustice.

The sentencing fell 
short of the 30 years pros-
ecutors had requested but 
is one of the longest prison 
terms ever imposed on a 
U.S. police officer in the kill-
ing of a Black person, per 
AP News. With good be-
havior, Chauvin, 45, could 
receive parole after serving 
two-thirds of his sentence, 
or about 15 years.

Judge Peter Cahill cited 
Chauvin's "abuse of a posi-
tion of trust and authority 
and also the particular cru-

elty" shown to Floyd in go-
ing beyond state guidelines 
of a suggested 12 1/2-year 
sentence.

The sentencing oc-
curred after an emotional 
day in court in which 
Chauvin, 45, addressed the 
Floyd family for the first 
time, saying that because 
of other pending legal mat-
ters, he was "unable to give 
a full formal statement." 
He had maintained public 
silence since Floyd's death 
and chose not to testify at 
his trial.

"But briefly, I do want 
to give my condolences to 
the Floyd family," Chauvin 
said

, adding that he hopes 
other information that will 
come out later "will give 
you some peace of mind." 
He was returned to prison 
immediately after the sen-

tencing.
Floyd's 7-year-old 

daughter also spoke at the 
sentencing in one of several 
impact videos by family 
members. "I miss you and 
I love you," Gianna Floyd 
said when asked what she 
would say to her father. She 
also said she believed he 
was still with her in spirit 
and said, "We used to have 
dinner meals every single 
night before we went to 
bed. My daddy always used 
to help me brush my teeth."

She also gave a list 
of things she would have 
liked to do with her father: 
"I want to play with him, 
have fun, go on a plane 
ride."

The Floyd family's re-
sponse to the sentence was 
mixed. Rodney Floyd, one 
of Floyd's brothers, called it 
"a slap on the wrist."

"We've suffered a life 
sentence for not having him 
in our life, and that hurts 
me to death," he said.

Another brother, Ter-
rence Floyd, said he was 
"a little leery about the 
sentencing" until he had a 
dream in which his father 
appeared.

"I knew my father 
was saying, 'You're good. 
He's good. Keep doing 
what you're doing. For me, 
for your brother, for your 
name,'" he said. "We're 
Floyd strong, and we're go-
ing to stay strong."

George Floyd's sister 
Bridgett Floyd, founder of 
the George Floyd Memorial 
Foundation, said the sen-
tence "shows that matters 
of police brutality are finally 
being taken seriously."  

Source:Charisma

First Nigerian to Graduate From 133-year 
Russian University

By Dele Akintilo

A Medical Doctor, Jus-
tin Chukwudi Olewuezi, has 
become the first Nigerian to 
graduate from the Siberian 
State Medical University, 
Tomsk in Russia. In an on-
line interview, Olewuezi re-
vealed that not many Nige-
rians and Africans for that 
matter come to that part of 
Russia, preferring the west-
ern part of the country.

Dr. Olewuezi’s jour-
ney to the European na-
tion started in Nigeria at 
the Air Force Comprehen-

sive School in Enugu. After 
writing the United Tertiary 
Matriculation Examination 
(UTME) conducted by the 
Joint Admission Matricula-
tion Board twice and scor-
ing 247 and 260 respec-
tively, he did not secure 
admission into a Nigerian 
University; he decided to 
set his sights abroad. 

With his mother’s as-
sistance, his dreams were 
realized.

Olewuezi said, “I had 
always wanted to study 
abroad and obviously make 
something of myself back 

in Air Force Comprehensive 
School, Enugu. So after fail-
ing to gain admission twice 
even with JAMB scores 247 
and 260 respectively, I de-
cided to study abroad. So 
after talking with a Russian-
trained Medical Doctor, (Dr. 
Okere, then a medical stu-
dent), I decided to go for it.

“My journey in Russia 
actually started at a Poly-
technic University, Tomsk 
Polytechnic University, 
where I studied Russian 
language and some science 
subjects also in the Russian 
language. Then I moved to 

Siberian State Medical Uni-
versity, Tomsk.

Dr. Olewuezi stated 
that his sister’s wise coun-
sel helped him. She also 
bought him a winter jacket 
when he got into the coun-
try at the beginning of win-
ter, with an extreme weath-
er in the country.

He said, “Yes, I am. As 
a matter of fact, a lot of Af-
ricans didn’t come through 
this city 6-10 years ago 
and most African/Nigerian 
students preferred to study 
in the west part of Russia. 

continued on p(24)

China Wary of Lending 
Money to Nigeria

By Yahaya Othman

The FGN is seeking 
$1 billion to continue on 
a gas pipeline which will 
cost about $2.8 billion af-
ter Chinese lenders failed to 
disburse cash as quickly as 
expected. China developed 
cold feet though it prom-
ised to furnish most of the 
funds. 

A spokesman to NNPC 
reported that NNPC is build-
ing the 614-km (384-mile) 
Ajaokuta-Kaduna-Kano 
(AKK) pipeline, and was 
still negotiating with the 
Bank of China and Sinosure 
to cover $1.8 billion of the 
project cost.

There’s no cause for 
alarm,” the spokesman 
said but failed to reveal if 
NNPC will turn to other op-
tions. The company has ap-
proached other institutions, 
including export-import in-
stitutions, to continue work 
on the pipeline that will run 
through the middle of the 
West African country to 
Kano.

The estimated $2.5 
billion to $2.8 billion for the 
project, which is central to 
PMB plan to develop gas 
resources and boost devel-
opment in northern Nigeria, 
was initially thought to be 

funded by Chinese leaders.
The sources said the 

Chinese lenders would not 
agree to disburse the funds 
expected by NNPC, prompt-
ing it to turn to others.

“They are looking at 
Nigeria as one loan, and 
right now, they feel they are 
too exposed,” one source 
said.

The sources said the 
Chinese lenders would not 
agree to disburse the cash 
NNPC had expected by the 
end of the summer, prompt-
ing it to turn to others. 
“They are looking at Nige-
ria as one loan, and right 
now, they feel they are too 
exposed,” one source said.

Chinese bank lend-
ing to African infrastructure 
projects has fallen across 
the continent, from $11 bil-
lion in 2017 to $3.3 billion 
in 2020, a Baker McKenzie 
report said in April.

With the continent 
facing an estimated annual 
$100 billion infrastructure 
investment deficit, the loss 
of Chinese funding leaves a 
big gap to fill.

Nigeria began build-
ing the AKK pipeline in 
June 2020, saying it would 
help generate 3.6 giga-
watts of power and support 

continued on p(24)



DAVE CAMERON APPOINTED HEAD COACH 
OF CANADA’S WORLD JUNIOR TEAM

IN view of the 
development, Cameron 
has replaced André 

Tourigny, who was recently 
named head coach of the NHL’s 
Arizona Coyotes.

It was gathered that Hockey 
Canada’s announcement 
came shortly after 
the Ontario Hockey 
League’s Ottawa 67’s also 
announced Cameron 
would replace Tourigny 
behind their bench.

It was clarified that 

By Stanley Ugagbe
For the first time in the history of the 

nation, Zimbabwe is sending a Black 
swimmer to the Olympics. Donata Katai, 17, 
won African youth titles and broke youth 
records once held by two-time Olympic 
champion Kirsty Coventry, who is not only 
Zimbabwe’s most successful swimmer but 
also Africa’s most decorated Olympian.

Though the country is 99% Black,  it’s 
taken until 2021 for a Black swimmer to 
represent Zimbabwe at the Olympics.

Although, Simone Manuel’s gold medal in 
the 100-metre freestyle at the last Olympics 
in Rio de Janeiro was a seminal moment for 
Black swimmers, the American’s success 
also sparked a conversation about why Black 
swimmers are so underrepresented.

Reports have it that, that’s historically 
been the case in southern Africa, where the 
most successful swimmers — like Coventry 
and South Africans Chad le Clos and 
Cameron van de Burgh — are all white.

By Dele Akintilo
Former African table tennis champion, 

Olufunke Oshonaike has been inducted into 
the exclusive club of seven time Olympian 
known as the ‘Club 7’ by International Table 
Tennis Federation (ITTF).

Oshonaike is the first table tennis player 
in the world and the first African female 
athlete to participate in seven Olympic 
Games. She is also the first female to be 
inducted into the 7th Club.  

She was inducted during a brief ceremony 
which took place in Tokyo recently. The 
ceremony was attended by the President 
of ITTF, Thomas Weikert and former 
inductees – Jörgen Persson of Sweden (1988 
to 2012), Zoran Primorac of Croatia and the 

By Stanley Ugagbe
In a major announcement, Dave 

Cameron has been named head coach 
of Canada’s national junior hockey 

team and will guide the squad through 
the 2022 world junior championship in 

Edmonton and Red Deer, Alta.

By Stanley Ugagbe
The Tokyo Olympics 

organizing committee has 
sacked the director of the 
opening ceremony, Kentaro 
Kobayashi because of a 
Holocaust joke he made 
during a comedy show in 
1998.

President of the organizing 
committee, Seiko Hashimoto 
made the announcement a 
day ahead of the opening 
ceremony. He was accused 
of using a joke about the 
Holocaust in his comedy act, 
including the phrase “Let’s 
play Holocaust.”

In a statement, Hashimoto 
said “We found out that 
Mr. Kobayashi, in his own 
performance, has used a 
phrase ridiculing a historical 
tragedy” 

“We deeply apologize for 
causing such a development 
the day before the opening 
ceremony and for causing 
troubles and concerns to 
many involved parties as well 
as the people in Tokyo and the 
rest of the country.”

Before the unfortunate 
announcement, composer 
Keigo Oyamada, whose music 
was expected to be used at the 
ceremony, was forced to resign 
because of past bullying of his 
classmates, which he boasted 
about in magazine interviews. 

Harping on the 
development, Rabbi Abraham 
Cooper, associate dean and 
global social action director of 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center, 
a Los Angeles-based human 
rights group, said “Any person, 
no matter how creative, does 
not have the right to mock the 
victims of the Nazi genocide”.

17-year-old Donata Katai becomes first Black 
swimmer to represent Zimbabwe at the Olympics

However, Katai has averred that lack of 
diversity in swimming in Zimbabwe is no 
longer an issue.

In an interview with newsmen, she said 
“There’s a lot of people of colour that take 
part in the sport (in Zimbabwe)” 

“It’s kind of becoming normal for me 
in Zimbabwe. I feel like we swim in very 
different environments because in America 
there are not many people of colour that 
swim. In Zimbabwe, the majority of people 

former Yugoslavia (1988 to 2012), Belgium’s 
Jean-Michel Saive (1988 to 2012) and Segun 
Toriola (1992 – 2016).

While talking about the honour, 
Oshonaike said she hoped the honour 
would offer hope to young Nigerians that 
dreams can come through.

She said: “I hope this award for me 
and my country, as the only female in the 
seventh club in the world, and the only 
woman in Africa to have achieved the 
dream of representing her country at the 
Olympics seven times, will brighten the 
hearts of Nigerians especially for young girls 
that dreams can come through regardless of 
the challenges in life.

“Though I might not have won gold, 

that swim at the moment are people of 
colour. I guess her (Manuel’s) story would 
be very different from mine.”

According to reports, Katai has been 
swimming competitively since, and it was at 
the age of 6 that she realised she was pretty 
good at it. She’s been tracked after her talent 
peaked the interest of some of the country’s 
top coaches at the age of 8. Her family is 
solidly middle class, her current coach, Kathy 
Lobb, stressed. She is not underprivileged. 
And she’s the first swimmer the veteran 
coach has taken all the way to the Olympics.

Speaking with newsmen, Lobb said “It’s 
every coach’s dream to have a swimmer 
coming through and taking them to the 
Olympics”.

The history maker, Katai won gold medals 
in the 50-metre and 100-metre backstroke at 
the 2019 African Junior Championships in 
Tunisia. The same year, she broke Coventry’s 
longstanding 100-metre backstroke national 
youth record.

silver or bronze, I have won what no woman 
in the world of table tennis has ever won. 
Thank God for the award – the 7 Club 
award. I’m a proud Nigerian and I hope 
more women will join me.”

Oshonaike exited in the preliminary 
round of the women’s singles after she lost 
to Liu Juan of the United States. She has 
however ruled herself out from Paris 2024 
in France.
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Michael Dyck will return as the junior 
team’s assistant coach and the staff will be 
rounded out by assistants Louis Robitaille, 
Dennis Williams and goaltending 
consultant Olivier Michaud.

This appointment marks Cameron’s 
return to Ottawa and the junior program 
after spending five seasons with the 
Senators as a head coach and an assistant.

Recall that he took over the reins after 
Paul McLean was fired during the 2014-
15 season and led the Ottawa team to a 
fourth-place finish in the Atlantic Division. 
Ottawa was then defeated in six games by 
Montreal in the first round of the playoffs.

Records have it that, internationally, 
he has won three medals at the world 
junior championship, winning silver as 
head coach in 2011, and gold and silver 
as an assistant coach in 2009 and 2010, 
respectively.

It is also important to note that 
Cameron was an assistant coach on 
Canada’s gold-winning team at the 2016 
world championship.

TOKYO OLYMPICS 
OPENING CEREMONY 
DIRECTOR SACKED 
OVER JOKE HE 
MADE IN 1998

Tokyo 2020: International Table Tennis Federation inducts Oshonaike into ‘Club 7’

RECALL that the 
same contentious 
rules sidelined 

South Africa’s Caster 
Semenya.

In a statement obtained 
by newsmen, the Namibian 
Olympic committee said 
the two runners, Christine 
Mboma and Beatrice 
Masilingi, had been 
withdrawn from the 400.

The nation’s athletics 
federation said they will 
now “focus their full 
attention” on the 200 
meters.

It is imperative to note 
that World Athletics’ 
testosterone rules only apply to 
events between 400 meters and 
one mile.

Reports have it that before 
this year, both teenagers were 
relative unknown.

Official records have it that 
Mboma ran a blistering 48.54 
seconds to win a 400 race in 
Poland, which was an under-20 

By Stanley Ugagbe
In what has gotten tongues 

wagging across the 
continent, two 18-year-

old female runners from 
Namibia have been 

disqualified from running 
in the 400 meters at the 

Tokyo Olympics after 
medical tests showed 

they have high natural 
testosterone levels.

world record and the seventh-
fastest time ever recorded for a 
woman in the 400. It was also 
the fastest time in the world this 
year ahead of all the event’s big 
names.

On her part, Masilingi’s 49.53 
seconds at a low-level meet in 
Zambia in April stands as the 
third fastest time of 2021.

The Namibian Olympic 
committee said the times 
compelled the World 
Athletics to conduct 
“medical assessments” on 
the two at their current 
training camp in Italy. The 
committee said the results 
indicated that both have 
high natural testosterone 
levels.

It said “It is important to 
understand that both our 
athletes were not aware of 
this condition”.

It is important to note 
that the controversial 
development is reminiscent 
of the controversial sex 
verification tests conducted on 
a teenage Semenya at the 2009 
world championships.

World Athletics’ latest 
testosterone regulations have 
been fiercely debated since they 
were introduced in 2018.

The rules have resulted in 
Semenya, the two-time Olympic 
champion in the 800 meters, 
being unable to run in her 
favorite event and defend her 
title in Tokyo. She has launched 
legal appeals in various courts 
but has lost two appeals and is 
waiting for a third to be heard.

Records have it that the rules 
have also affected two other 
high-profile African athletes, 
Francine Niyonsaba of Burundi 
and Margaret Wambui of Kenya, 
who won silver and bronze 
behind Semenya at the 2016 
Olympics. They have both also 
been sidelined from the 800.

By Yahaya Othman
The Nigeria men’s basketball 

team made 20 3-pointers and 
stunned the United States 90-87 
on Saturday in a pre-Olympic 
exhibition game in Las Vegas.

“I thought that the Nigerian 
team played very physically, did 
a great job in that regard and 
knocked down a lot of 3s,” U.S. 
coach Gregg Popovich said. “Give 
them credit.”

USA Basketball Managing 
Director Jerry Colangelo agreed 
with USA coach, admitting 
that the Nigerian had made 
considerable progress in 
basketball.

The African basketball team 
lost to the U.S. by 83 points at 
the 2012 Olympics. Nigeria never 
trailed in the fourth quarter. The 
team is coached by Warriors 
associate head coach Mike Brown 

Nigeria Stuns USA 
in Basketball Exhibition Game

and features eight players who ply 
their trade in the NBA. Nigeria 
made 20 of 42 3s, including 
six from Gabe Vincent (Miami 
Heat), who led the team with 
21 points (6 of 8 on 3-pointers). 
Caleb Agada added 17 points, 
hitting 3 of 3 from 3-point range.

“Mike’s done a great job with 
us so far,” Vincent said. “We’ve 
had a great camp so far. We had 
to build a new culture, start from 
the ground up, new plays, new 
everything. We’ve got a lot of new 
guys in. “It’s different when you’re 
playing for a country. Right now 
we’re representing the continent. 
It means the world to us and I 
hope we showed it here tonight.”

“That’s a talented group of 
players. It’s not a bunch of people 
off the street playing basketball,” 
Popovich said. “Every year, teams 
are better and better, and every 

year, one or two or three more 
NBA players are on their teams, 
so they’re a quality team.”

Kevin Durant (Brooklyn 
Nets) led the U.S. with 17 points 
on 4-of-13 shooting. Jayson 
Tatum (Boston Celtics) added 
15 and Damian Lillard (Portland 
Trail Blazers) had 14. Nigeria 
outrebounded the U.S. 46-34.

“It’s just all the work we put 
in,” Vincent said. “It’s no mistake 
what happened here tonight.

“We knew what it was. We’ve 
all seen them play at the highest 
level and make huge shots. We 
knew what came with that and we 
just had to make plays.”

The U.S. plays its first Olympic 
game on Sunday, July 25 against 
France. The team will compete in 
a total of three group play matches 
before the knockout stage begins 
on Aug. 2.

By Stanley Ugagbe
24-year-old Uche Eke has made history by becoming the 

first Nigerian gymnast at the Olympics since 1952 when the 
country started participating in Olympics.

In view of his qualification for Tokyo Olympics, the 
Olympic medal hopeful in an interview with newsmen, 
said he has reached his ultimate  athletic training goal.

“I dream about raising my hand, saluting, getting ready 
to perform my routines. I dream of walking out on the 
main stage with the Nigerian colors. Too bad there won’t be 
any fans there to raise the flag. But it’s ok. It’s all in my heart.

“Both of my dreams came true,” says Uche in an 
interview with Baltimoresun. “My dream of being an 
Olympic gymnast is finally right in front of my eyes, and 
I’m making my parents proud.”

It would be recalled that Uche whose father is a Nigerian 
earlier represented his fatherland in May 2021 at the African 
Championships in Cairo, Egypt. Then, it was a qualifying 
event for the Nigerian who has been practicing gymnastics 
since the age of three.

Speaking further on his goal, Uche said “What’s driving 
me is that I want to give back to Nigeria every time I go,” 
adding that he wants to bring honor to the country where 
his father was born and where he visits twice a year.

“Combining this degree with my being a Nigerian 
gymnast, that’s recognition,” Uche boasts, “I could do 
something hopefully to better the country.

“In gymnastics, it’s not just, ‘Oh, I’m doing a flip and I 
will land.’ No. I happened to land due to a bunch of practice. 
A competition is like an exam. If you’ve studied as hard as 
you could for the exam, then you should be doing well.

Same for gymnastics. If you train as hard as you can, 
then your performance at the competition should reflect 
your practice.”

It should be noted that Uche Eke competed for Nigeria at 
the 2019 African Games in Rabat, Morocco where he won 
gold and bronze medals.
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Uche Eke becomes Nigeria’s 
first Olympics gymnast

By N.Ugoh
A Nigerian Olympic official has been admitted to the 

hospital after testing positive for Coronavirus on arrival in 
Japan.

A local Television Station, TV Asahi revealed that he 
tested positive recently at the airport with mild coronavirus 
symptoms and pre-existing conditions.

The TV station also revealed that the official, who is 
in his 60s, is the first foreign official to be hospitalised on 
arrival in Tokyo owing to coronavirus.

Team Nigeria will participate in nine sports at the 
Olympics, which commences on July 23.

However, in its update, Tokyo 2020 confirmed that there 
had been four additional positive cases among those that 
touched down in the Olympic and Paralympic host country 
recently.

The three others are contractors working on the Games, 
which according to schedule will begin on July 23.

Tokyo 2020: Nigerian delegate 
tested positive for COVID-19

TWO FEMALE
Namibia athletes banned from 

Olympic 400m over testosterone 
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What are you doing with your seed?

Leaders Condemn Vandalism of Churches in Canada

Cardinal Becciu, nine others indicted by Vatican over 
London real estate deal
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 By Pastor Amos Dele Dada 
PhD; P. Eng

Then Jesus said to 
them, “If you can’t under-
stand the meaning of this 
parable, how will you under-
stand all the other parables? 
14 The farmer plants seed 
by taking God’s word to oth-
ers. 15 The seed that fell on 
the footpath represents those 
who hear the message, only 
to have Satan come at once 
and take it away. 16 The 
seed on the rocky soil rep-
resents those who hear the 
message and immediately 
receive it with joy. 17 But 
since they don’t have deep 
roots, they don’t last long. 
They fall away as soon as 
they have problems or are 
persecuted for believing 
God’s word. 18 The seed that 
fell among the thorns repre-
sents others who hear God’s 
word, 19 but all too quickly 
the message is crowded out 
by the worries of this life, the 
lure of wealth, and the desire 
for other things, so no fruit is 
produced. 20 And the seed 
that fell on good soil repre-
sents those who hear and ac-
cept God’s word and produce 
a harvest of thirty, sixty, or 
even a hundred times as 

much as had been planted!” 
Mk 4: 13-20 

The late Bible teacher, 
Myles Munroe once said 
whatever you give to the 
woman she multiplies, give 
them ingredients they will 
give you soup, give them 
sperm, they will give you a 
child, give them frustration 
and you will have a basket 
of troubles! 

The question the Holy 
Spirt is asking you today is 
what have you done with 
the seed? Seed could be a 
natural endowment, talent, 
physical or material things 
such as money, position , 
power.  

In the first category, 
Jess said there is a sower go-
ing around with a seed. He 
narrated the story above to 
show what the heart of man 
can do with a seed. He said 
no matter how precious a 
seed is when someone is giv-
en, he can be careless with it 
and allow Satan or external 
forces to take it away in a 
blink of an eye. 

 The Holy Spirit is say-
ing when you are given an 
opportunity and you fail to 
utilize it you abuse the seed. 
You waste the seed. Giving 

an excuse of Satan taking 
away your seed does not 
solve the problem. Seed can 
come like an idea, a sugges-
tion, recognize it, value it 
and don’t let external influ-
ence take it away from you. 
As a young boy in 1976, I 
was given admission to the 
University of Ife, now Oba-
femi Awolowo University. In 
those days in Nigeria, when 
you secure admission to the 
University your name is 
published in the daily news 
papers. When mine was pub-
lished a colleague who was 
a final year student of Yaba 
Tech (a technical college)ad-
vised me not to go.  

She had been told that 
UNIFE has a characteristic 
of deliberately failing her 
students or subject them to 
extra years before they can 
finish. Thank God I did not 
allow Satan to take away 
that admission seed from 
me. I went to UNIFE, I got 
born again, I got my BSc and 
Msc.  in Chemical Engineer-
ing in record time and God 
also gave me a beautiful and 
godly wife! What are you do-
ing with your seed? 

 Jesus said there is a 
second category of seed re-

ceivers: the seed misusers- 
“The seed on the rocky soil 
represents those who hear 
the message and immedi-
ately receive it with joy. 17 
But since they don’t have 
deep roots, they don’t last 
long. They fall away as soon 
as they have problems or 
are persecuted for believing 
God’s word.”  

An example of this cat-
egory are people whom God 
gave spouses, position, pow-
er, and they failed to learn 
what it takes to manage 
what they are given. They 
spend a lot on their wedding 
day. A lot of joy and dancing 
and forget about marriage. 
They forget  that two human 
beings with different char-
acteristics, idiosyncrasies, 
mannerisms and probably 
different cultures are com-
ing together and it will take 
patience, prayer, love, meek-
ness, long-suffering and wis-
dom to remain together. 

 They fail to see the 
other person as a seed from 
God to better their lot. The 
Lord God said, “It is not good 
for the man to be alone. I will 
make a helper suitable for 
him. ”Gen 1:12. The Chil-
dren God gave you are seeds 

to cement your marriage ir-
respective of their sexes. My 
wife and I are blessed with 
five daughters, but by the 
time the fifth child came I 
almost lost my marriage. 
Thank God I didn’t. 

Imagine how many 
people are looking for just 
one child. That political po-
sition is a seed. As they say 
you can count the seed in a 
fruit, but you cannot count 
the seed in a seed. When a 
seed is well planted and al-
lowed to grow it has the ca-
pacity to form a forest. 

If you can realize that 
as a teacher you are a seed 
to raise many generations of 
seeds you will be committed 
to the lives of those children. 

Every seed matters, 
every student matters. In Ni-
geria of today, students are 
persecuted, daily kidnapped, 
raped, farmers are killed and 
a nation that does not value 
its seed is allowing carnage 
to thrive. Legislators who 
should be the seed to make 
laws to help the nation are 
politically biased, beclouded 
with bribery and refuse to see 
the future,  they waste away 
the nation by making laws 
that do not help the nation. 

The judiciary that should 
give the seed of justice per-
vert justice especially during 
elections. the nation burns. 
The executive Adem they 
has the seed of governance 
does not allow it to grow and 
the nation is saturated with 
unemployment, that leads to 
youth becoming vagabonds, 
yahoo boys,kidnappers 
armed robbers, rapists ban-
dits and Boko  Haramist. 
Whatever position you have 
today it’s a seed - what are 
you doing with that seed. 

Shalom.
 
To be continued.
--
O taste and see that the 

Lord is good.(Psalm 34:8). I 
have tasted and found that 
the Lord is good. I do testify 
that the Lord is good.Join me 
to taste him.

www.cacbethel.com

By NCNC Staff

Indigenous as well 
as Catholic leaders con-
demned the recent inci-
dents of church vandal-
ism in Canada, including 
the “suspicious” burning 
of Catholic churches.

In the province of 
Alberta, a fire was put 
out in the morning hours 
at the Siksika Nation 
Catholic Church. The 
Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police reported that 
they believe the fire had 
been set deliberately.

Four Catholic 
churches located on tribal 
lands in British Columbia 
were razed. An Anglican 
church was also found to 
be on fire weeks ago, but 
the fire was extinguished 
and caused only minor 
damage. The Royal Ca-

nadian Mounted Police 
says the fires are “sus-
picious,” but local lead-
ers believe them to have 
been intentionally set. 

Around 4 a.m., 
the historic St. Ann’s 
Catholic Church on the 
Chuchuwayha reserve 
in British Columbia 
was discovered to be 
on fire. At about 4:45 
a.m., a Catholic Church 
on Chopaka land in the 
province was reportedly 
on fire. The Church also 
burned down. 

The fires followed 
the destruction of two 
other Catholic churches 
on tribal lands in Can-
ada. At about 1 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Church in 
Penticton Indian Band 
in British Columbia was 
discovered to be on fire; 

two hours later, a fire 
was reported at St. Greg-
ory’s church about 25 
miles away in the town 
of Oliver, on the Osoyoos 
Indian Band. 

At St. Paul’s Co-
Cathedral in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, vandals 
recently spray painted 
the words “We were 
children” and made red 
handprints in paint on 
the doors. The vandal-
ism was believed to have 
followed an announce-
ment that more than 750 
unmarked graves were 
discovered at the site of a 
former residential school 
on Cowesses First Nation 
land in Saskatchewan. 

The country’s resi-
dential school system, 
and the Catholic Church’s 
involvement in the sys-

tem, has come under 
intense public scrutiny 
following the discovery 
of the remains of 215 
Indigenous children at a 
former Catholic-run resi-
dential school in Kam-
loops, British Columbia. 

Recently, Cowesses 
First Nation leaders an-
nounced that 751 un-
marked graves had been 

discovered at the site of 
the former Marieval In-
dian Residential School. 
Leaders emphasized that 
the discovery was of un-
marked graves, and not 
a “mass grave site.” 

The residential 
school system was set 
up by the federal govern-
ment beginning in the 
1870s, and was over-

seen by Catholics and 
members of Christian de-
nominations. The Catho-
lic Church, or Catholic re-
ligious orders, ran more 
than two-thirds of these 
schools. First Nations 
and other Indigenous 
children were separated 
from their families and 
sent to the schools as a 
means of forcible assimi-
lation, to strip them of 
family and cultural ties. 
The last federally-run 
residential school closed 
in 1996.

Since the reports 
of the discoveries, some 
Catholic churches in Can-
ada have been vandal-
ized or set on fire. Some 
First Nations’ leaders re-
cently called on Catholics 
to skip Sunday Mass in 
protest of abuses.

 By N.Ugoh

A distinguished Ital-
ian cardinal was part of ten 
people that were recently 
sent to trial in the Vatican 
and charged with financial 
crimes which include theft, 
money laundering, fraud, 

extortion and abuse of of-
fice.

Cardinal Angelo Bec-
ciu, who is a former senior 
official in the administra-
tion of Vatican and two top 
officials at the Vatican’s Fi-
nancial Intelligence Unit, 

will face trial on July 27 in 
respect of multimillion-euro 
scandal which involves the 
Vatican’s procurement of a 
building in one of London’s 
viable districts.

The trial will unavoid-
ably bring a ripple of media 

interest to the small citystate 
encompassed by Rome, and 
seems to emphasize the de-
termination of Pope Francis 
to cure the rot in the financ-
es of Vatican, even if it in-
volves dirty public hearings.

73-year-old Becciu, 

who was fired by the Pope 
from his senior clerical post 
in 2020 for nepotism allega-
tion, and who has constant-
ly maintained his upright-
ness during an investigation 
that lasted two years be-
comes the most senior offi-

cial in Vatican to be charged 
with financial crimes.

According to a 487-
page request for indictment 
seen by Reuters, the Pope 
solely gave the needed ap-
proval recently for Becciu to 
be indicted.

Pastor Amos Dele Dada

Grace told her that Al-
bert paid for the groceries 
and Ibie thanked him.

Albert left immedi-
ately.

Grace took the bags 
into the kitchen. Taking a 
bottle of water, she opened it 
and inserted a straw. Then, 
she washed two apples, put 
them on a small plate and 
returned to the living room 
with the bottle in her right 
hand. 

She came to her moth-
er and held the plate out. 
“Do you want one?”

Ibie took one. 
“Thanks.”

Grace went to sit on 
the sofa that was near the 
TV.  

“You took quite some 
time today with Pastor 
Femi.”

As they ate their ap-
ples, Grace told her mother 

of how they had to take 
Femi to Ola’s house. 

When she was 
through, Ibie said, “That re-
minds me, I need to call Pas-
tor Femi.”

Ibie phoned Femi and 
said, “Next Saturday is the 
Singles’ Summit. I just want 
to know if you will be join-
ing us.”

“Yes, I will be there by 
God’s grace.” Femi said.

“In that case, I’d like 
you to share briefly with us 
and pray for us.”

“Alright.”
Sometime later, Grace 

got up and went to the kitch-
en to cook. She wrapped an 
apron around her waist, 
washed her hands and be-
gan to set out on the table 
the things she would need 
for the cooking.

Half an hour later, Ibie 
entered the kitchen and said, 

“Hmm. Something smells 
good in here.” She said. 

Grace glanced up from 
what she was stirring and 
said, “Thank you.”

Ibie opened the re-
frigerator and took a bottle 
of soft drink. She opened 
it, and leaning against the 
kitchen counter, she looked 
at what Grace was doing. 
There were two pots boil-
ing on the gas cooker. On 
the counter were several 
ingredients and a tray that 
contained some pieces of 
roasted turkey. 

Ibie drank from the 
bottle, and then asked, “Is 
there anything I can help 
you with?”

“Not really. I’m fine.”
As Grace continued 

with what she was doing, 
they talked. Grace told her 
she would be going for ante-
natal during the week.

“My university was 
founded in 1888, so it 133 
years old.”

In addition to being 
the first Nigerian at the Si-
beria State Medical Univer-
sity in Tomsk, Dr. Olewuezi 
also graduated with the 
highest grades the univer-
sity has to offer.

“I graduated with a 
5.0 CGPA in 5.0 grading 
system,” he said.

In one of his Insta-
gram posts, Dr. Olewuezi 
revealed that he didn’t ex-
actly set out to study med-
icine. He retorted that the 
profession chose him.

When asked about 
the post, he said, “I was in 
a Technical/Science class 
back in Air Force Compre-
hensive School, but I later 
understood that Engineer-
ing wasn’t for me (I wasn’t 

really into Mathematics 
and Further Maths), so 
when it came time to fill in 
my JAMB form, I decided 
to go for Human anatomy.

“I sought my moth-
er’s advice, and she said 
why not go for medicine, 
that I shouldn’t be scared 
of anything. I was scared 
of the competition though. 
And ever since then I’ve 
been thinking about be-
coming an Oncologist. So 
in a way medicine chose 
me.”

 “My experience has 
been quite a memorable 
one. I’ve made some good 
friends, especially with the 
locals and I think that the 
nicest people on earth are 
Russian grandparents.

“I’ve also had both 
nice and not-so-nice expe-
riences during my clinical 

practice. The food here is 
quite different from ours, 
but there are ingredients to 
prepare “Naija Jollof”.

Crediting his mother, 
who is now a pensioner for 
his success, Dr. Olewuezi, 
who is the last of three chil-
dren said that his mother 
understood the importance 
of education and was will-
ing to go the extra mile to 
get her kids educated.

He said, “My elder 
brother’s an Urban and 
Regional Planner with a 
PhD and my sister is a 
Civil Engineer with Mas-
ters in Education. My fam-
ily isn’t rich, so you can 
understand how much my 
mother had to work to put 
me through med school. 
My mother is the story of 
my success. She is now a 
pensioner.”(sic)

gas-based industries along 
the route.

The project was to be 
funded under a debt-equity 
financing model, backed by 
a sovereign guarantee and 
repaid through the pipeline 
transmission tariff.

NNPC awarded engi-
neering and construction 
work along three sections 
of the pipeline to Oando, 
OilServe, China First High-
way Engineering Company, 
Brentex Petroleum Services 
and China Petroleum Pipe-
line Bureau.

Minister of Transport, 
Rotimi Amaechi said that 

Nigeria was negotiating a 
mix of loans from Chinese 
and European lenders to 
fund railway projects. This 
was after reports that Ni-
geria had planned to rely 
primarily on Chinese banks.

As of March 2021, 
Nigeria had borrowed $3.7 
billion from China, out of 
which it had paid back 
about $500million, leaving 
a balance of $3.2 billion. 
The AKK gas project is only 
one out of many that Chi-
na has developed cold feet 
in funding. It is also hold-
ing its funds from going to 
Nigerian ICT Infrastructure 

Backbone project phase 2.
The project in 2018 

was to cost $2.3 billion, 
with China fully funding it. 
However, no dime has been 
disbursed since three years 
ago.

Loan packages by 
China make up 10% of Ni-
geria’s total indebtedness 
estimated at $32billion 
by the Debt Management 
Agency.

The World Bank, IMF 
and development banks ac-
count for 54.7 per cent of 
the debt. Bilateral loans, 
including from China are 
about 12.4%.

a = 1/3,  b = 12,  

c = 5.25,  d = 70,

e = 169,  f = iii

1. THEM 2. DART 

3. SING 4. TAPE 

5. NEAR 6. TALE

A) $15.00 x 30% = $4.5
B) 400 cm x 25% = 100 cm
C) 20kg x 145% = 29 kg
D) 0.075 x 80 L = 6 L
E) 15/24 x 100% = 62.5%
F) 8/2.5 x 100 = 320%
G) 120 = a number x 80%; a number =120/0.8 
=150
I) 48 = a number x 60%; a number = 48/0.6 = 
80

Across 			   Down
3. Polar Bear 		  1. Cobra
4. Tiger 			   2. Kangaroo
5.  Seal			   5. Squirrel 
8. Koala 		   	 6. Lion

Goodnight – Bonne 
nuit, Farewell – Àdieu, 
Have a nice day – Bonne 
journée, See you soon – 
À bientôt, Goodbye – Au 
revoir, I’m off – J’y vais, 
See you later– À plus 
tard, Have a nice day – 
Je te souhaite une bonne 
journée, See you around – 
À plus, It’s time to go – Il 
est temps de partir, See you 
next time – À la prochaine  

Reps Approve Bill to Create State Police, Security Outfits
By Yahaya Othman

The bill seeking 
to amend the Consti-
tution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, 
1999 to allow for the 
creation of state police 
and legalise regional 
security outfits. One of 
the most prominent ef-
fects of the bill is that 
the current police setup 
will be decentralized 
by moving police mat-
ters from the Exclusive 
Legislative List to the 
Concurrent List.

The bill was spon-
sored by the Chairman 
of the House Commit-
tee on Judiciary, Ono-
fiok Luke. He stated in 
the explanatory note 
that the bill is seeking 
to alter the Constitution 
“to provide for state 
police and other state 
government security 

services to enhance se-
curity and preservation 
of lives and properties 
in Nigeria”.

Section 197(1) of 
the CFRN 1999 will 
be amended by insert-
ing new Paragraphs ‘e’ 
and ‘f’ to provide for 
‘State Police Council’ 
and ‘State Police Ser-
vice Commission,’ re-
spectively.

The Second 
Schedule to the Con-
stitution will also be 
altered in Part I by de-
leting Item 45 from the 
Exclusive Legislative 
List; and in Part II by 
inserting after Item 30 
on the Concurrent Leg-
islative List, new Items 
31 and 32.

The proposed bill 
reads, “(31) The Na-
tional Assembly may 
make laws for the es-
tablishment of the fed-

eral police and other 
federal government se-
curity services;

“(32) A House of 
Assembly may make 
laws for the establish-
ment of state police 
and other state gov-
ernment security ser-
vices.”

The Third Sched-
ule to the Constitution 
will also be altered by 
inserting new Para-
graphs 9 to 12.

The new para-
graphs read, “(9) A 
State Police Council 
shall comprise the fol-
lowing members: (a) 
the governor, who 
shall be the chairman; 
(b) the chairman of 
the State Police Service 
Commission; and (c) 
State Commissioner of 
Police.

“(10) The func-
tions of a State Police 

Council shall include 
(a) the organisation 
and administration of a 
State Police Force and 
all other matters relat-
ing thereto (not being 
matters relating to the 
use and operational 
control of the Force or 
the appointment, dis-
ciplinary control and 
dismissal of members 
of the Force); (b) the 
general supervision of 
a State Police Force; 
and (c) advising the 
governor on the ap-
pointment of State 
Commissioner of Po-
lice.”

The Chairman of 
the House Commit-
tee on Judiciary said, 
“Many years after in-
dependence, Nigeria 
has continually been 
beset with insecurity 
ranging from terrorism, 
kidnapping, armed 
robbery and domes-
tic violence. Granted 
that there is no society 

without crime or mani-
festation of criminal 
behaviour, our inabil-
ity to bring to the bar-
est minimum crime is 
a scathing indictment 
on the current security 
architecture and struc-
ture in the country.

“The federal struc-
turing of our security 
does not encourage 
community policing or 
localization of policing. 
Recruitment and sub-
sequent deployment of 
police officers in their 
local area is one of the 
major ways of curb-
ing crime. Such officers 
understand the area, 
terrain, language, be-
haviour and attitude of 
the people he or she is 
policing.

“Nigeria, a coun-
try with over 201 mil-
lion people, is grossly 
under policed with 
about 400, 000 police 
personnel. This num-
ber falls far short of the 

United Nation’s recom-
mendation of a ratio of 
1 per 400 citizens.

“The Constitution 
envisages Nigeria as a 
federal state. Granting 
allowance to state gov-
ernments to establish 
police force and other 
security apparatuses 
will bring Nigeria into 
original constitutional 
contemplation of a fed-
eral state.”
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NEW WORLD FOOD MARKET
164 Oakdale Rd.  Toronto

FOR ALL YOUR WHOLESALE AFRICAN FOODS.
We Carry All African Major Brands.

Wholesale Only.

Cash & Carry.

Best Prices In Town.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

By Appointment ONLY PLEASE.

416-836-2652

Lots of  Parking

351 Nash Rd N, 

Unit 7, Hamilton, 

ON L8H 7P4  

905.393.2475

We sell African & Caribbean food items
lBread lGarri lPalm oil lChicken lSmoked Fish 
lPounded Yam lSpices lBeans lEgusi lOgbona  

lPepper lCustard llndomie lPlantain lGoat lBeef  
lGoat head lCow foot lTurkey, etc.

Butcher Services also available.

AFRICAN,  CARI B B EAN  
AN D  TROPICAL  FO ODS 

STORE  &  SERVICES

239 Queen Street E., Unit 6B. 
Brampton, Ont. L6W 2B6Call for 

your needs

African Accessories

SANKOFA AFRICAN  
& CARIBBEAN  Grocery Store

Garri, Semovita, 
Crayfish, Melon, Ogbono, 
Pepper soup spices, Yam, 
Plantain, Pounded Yam,  
Frozen fish, Mackerel, 

Croaker, Smoked Turkey, 
Beef, Chicken, Lamb, Goat, 
Fresh produce, and many 

more.
Restaurant: Kenkey, 

Waakye, Jollof-Rice, 
Chicken Fried Rice, Fried 

Yam and Beans, Egusi, 
Vegetable Stew, and much 

more.

Tel: 647-405-9516; 905-230-4700

6 Ways to Design Your Dream Backyard

Bright, bold and refreshing 
summer salad with 
unexpected ingredients

(NC) With more time 
spent at home, designing 
a space that feels like a 
mini getaway is increas-
ingly important. Whether 
you’re looking to move 
your dining experience 
outside or wanting to cre-

ate a calming retreat, here 
are six ways to achieve 
your dream backyard:  

Splurge on patio 
furniture  

If your patio furni-
ture is looking worn and 

tired, it might be time to 
consider investing in qual-
ity items that will last for 
seasons to come. Select 
pieces that are both func-
tional and timeless. When 
styling the sitting area, 
try a large sectional. Not 

only will it create a more 
intimate atmosphere, but 
it will also provide ample 
space for lounging. Use 
throw blankets and deco-
rative pillows for colour 
and texture.  

Extend the season 
Patio season can 

be enjoyed all year long 
if you play your cards 
right. For the ultimate 

makeover, add a firepit 
or outdoor heater, so you 
can keep spending time 
outdoors when the nights 
begin to cool. It’s even 
better if you can stay 
cozy while you stargaze.  

Consider shade and 
privacy  

A custom-made ga-
zebo or pergola helps 
keep an outdoor space 
shady and cool and 
makes for a stunning fea-
ture. Whether you want 
to tackle a DIY project or 
are looking for help with 
installation, Home Hard-
ware’s backyard project 
packages can provide you 
with blueprints, quality 
materials, expert advice 
and everything you need 
to get the job done.  

Enhance your outdoor 
dining  

Elevate your dining 
experience with a trendy 
new pellet grill that allows 
you to sear, bake, roast 
and smoke. This will give 
the chef in your house the 
perfect excuse to whip up 
some classic burgers or a 
wood-fired pizza. Wood 
pellets are available in a 
variety of flavours, like 
apple, hickory, maple, 
oak and more, so you can 

experience gourmet food 
from the comfort of your 
backyard. 

Amp up the ambiance  
Don’t forget to add 

some atmosphere with 
lighting and the right 
finishing touches. String 
lights are a must-have for 
making a space feel bright 
and warm as the sun goes 
down. Adding greenery 
and florals to your patio 
or deck space will also in-
fuse charm and privacy. 
Consider going with tropi-
cal plants to bring a touch 
of the Caribbean to your 
home. 

Let the games begin 
Enhance that get-

away feeling by adding 
entertainment to your 
backyard. Take games 
night outdoors with Bo-
laball — a family-friend-
ly game that’s perfect 
for people of all ages. If 
you’re in the DIY mood, 
you can also make a bean 
bag or washer-toss game. 
These simple additions 
will keep the whole fam-
ily having fun all season 
long.  

Find more décor and 
project ideas at home-
hardware.ca

(NC) Trade in your 
“meh” greens for avocado, 
fennel and orange in this 
salad with a crunchy and 
zingy dressing that guar-
antees excitement to coun-
ter palate fatigue. The lean 
dressing will complement 
this refreshing and salad 
seamlessly, making it per-
fect for a lunch on the go 
or with summer barbecues.

Fennel, Orange and 
Avocado Salad 

Prep time: 30 min-

utes
Cook time: 5 minutes
Serves: 4

Ingredients:
•	 1 fennel bulb, 

thinly sliced
•	 2 oranges, peeled 

with a knife and sliced
•	 2 avocados from 

Mexico, peeled, pitted and 
sliced

•	 60 mL (¼ cup) 
basil leaves, chopped

•	 60 mL (¼ cup) 
chives, minced

•	 60 mL (¼ cup) 
toasted pumpkin seeds, 
chopped

•	 30 mL (2 tbsp) 
olive oil

•	 Zest of 1 lemon
•	 Salt and pepper
•	 Labneh or thick 

yogurt (for garnish)
Lemon and grainy 

mustard vinaigrette
•	 60 mL (¼ cup) 

olive oil
•	 15 mL (1 tbsp) 

grainy mustard
•	 Zest and juice of 1 

lemon
•	 Salt and pepper

Preparation
1.	 For the vinai-

grette, mix ingredients and 
season with salt and pep-
per.

2.	 Mix basil, chives, 
pumpkin seeds, olive oil 
and lemon zest and season 
with salt and pepper.

3.	 Arrange oranges, 
fennel and avocado slices 
on a serving plate. Drizzle 
with lemon and grainy 
mustard vinaigrette, gar-
nish with dollops of lab-
neh or strained yogurt and 
top with herbs and toasted 
pumpkin seeds.

Tip: You can also grill 
the fennel drizzled with 
olive oil in the oven. Sea-
soned salt and pepper.

Contact: 416.318.3506
Email: publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca 

THIS SPACE IS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR BRAND



28

VOLUME 16  •  ISSUE 7  •  JULY 28, 2021

NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWSPAPER CANADA •  To Advertise  Call : 416-318-3506

WE OFFER RESTORATIVE HERBAL TREATMENTS 
FOR METABOLIC ILLNESS SUCH AS...

• Cancer Support • Diabetics • Fatty Liver 
• Arteriosclerosis • Arthritis • Gout 
• Heart Circulation • Lupus• HPV 
• HERPES EBV CMV HSV HCV • Bacterial STD 
• Viral Infections • Piles/ Hemorrhoids 
• Parasite Infection • Parkinson Hepatic 
• Infections B/C • Tuberculosis • Prostate Support 
• PSA Lowering • Erectile Dysfunction 
• Endometriosism• Fibroid/Heavy Bleeding 
• Digestion • Gerd • Constipation 
• Diverticular Disease • Acne • Multiple Sclerosis 
• Nerve Damage • Mental Health • Alzheimers

416-281-4372
2370 Midland Ave., Unit C8 Scarborough
marlinherbs.com  • marlinherbs@gmail.com


