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RICHARD ODELEYE
L A W F I R M

IMMIGRATION & REFUGEE

CIVIL LITIGATION. FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL LITIGATION

Area of Prac�ce

1110 Finch Avenue West, 
Suite 815, Toronto 
Ontario M3J 3J4

info@richlawfirm.ca
www .richlawfirm.ca

Tel. (416) 603-9195
Fax: (416) 603-9190

(RICH LAW)

Clement Esene  CPA, MBA
Broker of Record

HomeLife/Miracle Realty Ltd.,
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Nana Osei-Wireko

www.NowHomesRealty.com 

BUY • SELL • LEASE • INVEST

Cell: 416-917-4298
Sales Representative

Off: 905-455-5100
Email: soldbynana@gmail.com

CALL FOR FREE HOME EVALUATION

FREE DELIVERY SERVICES • FREE ANNUAL MEDICATION REVIEWS 
FREE MEDICATIONS CONSULTATION SERVICES • FREE DRUG DISPOSAL SERVICES

MUDIOS MEDICAL PHARMACY
FELIX ODIGIE, B. PHARM. R. Ph.
PHARMACY MANAGER

6-1780 Albion Road 
Etobicoke, On M6V 1C1

TEL: 416-743-5093 • FAX: 416-745-2242 • CELL: 647-888-5093

CERTIFIED FLU SHOT ADMINISTRATOR

FORMER 
NBA STAR, 
KOBE BRYANT 
DIES AT 41

By Stanley Ugagbe

In what has been adjudged 
a great loss not just to the basket-
ball community but the human 
race, former NBA star, Kobe Bry-
ant has died in a plane crash.

The former NBA icon was 
not the only loss to his family as 
his 13-year-old daughter, Gianna 
was also in the helicopter crash 
that claimed nine lives.

According to reports, Bryant 
and Gianna had been flying to a 
game his daughter was expected 
to play in when their helicopter 
crashed in Calabasas, California.

Following his tragic death 

that sent shockwaves across the 
world, several dignitaries includ-
ing the president of the United 
States, Donald Trump have sent 
their tributes to his family.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, NBA Commissioner Adam 
Silver said in a statement "The 
NBA family is devastated by the 
tragic passing of Kobe Bryant and 
his daughter, Gianna".

Silver added that "(Kobe) 
was generous with the wisdom he

continued on p(39)

416-661-6117

Call For Your
Complimentary
Consultation!

4732 Jane Street, Toronto ON M3N 2L2 
(Next to Smart Choice)

www.shorehamdental.ca

Dr. Nosente Bollo-Kamara and Associates
SHOREHAM DR.
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YORK
UNIVERSITY

905-459-7778
171 Main Street N, Unit 1. Brampton, ON L6X 0H4

S h o r e h a m  D e n t a l
FAMILY DENTAL CARE

INSURANCE RECOVERY CENTRE
119 Benny Stark Street, Toronto, ON M6N 3N4

Contact:
Dave Mullett 
Manager

416-654-7222 ext. 270
dmullett@starkautosales.com
www.starkautosales.com

AUCTION EVERY MONDAY
We have around 3000 cars at all times

Actual
LEGAL SERVICE
• Personal Injury
• Debt Recovery
• Insurance Claims
• Criminal (Summary)

Contact
Adam S. Ridolfi
Tel: 416-896-0396
Fax: 416-667-1446
2901 Steeles Ave. W, 
Suite 23. Toronto 
Ontario M3J 3A5 
E-mail:
adamridolfi@aol.com
www.actuallegalservices.ca



106 Regina Road,
Unit 3, Woodbridge,

ON L4L 8M8

JAMES IDOWU AUTOS INC.
Complete Auto Mechanic Repairs & Used Car Sales

Tel: 437-388-5646

Dele
Chief Mechanic

•Fuel Injection Specialist 
• Electronic Repairs 
•Brake & Tune-ups 

•Air Condition

Safety Inspection
All kinds of Taxi D.O.T.

Email: jamesforgod29@gmail.com
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ISLINGTON NORTH CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. M Agyemang, B.Sc. (Hon.), D.C.

Chiropractic & Rehabilitation

NOW INTRODUCES:
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION THERAPY

STATE OF THE ART TREATMENT FOR:
1. Protruding and Herniating Discs
2. Degenerative Disc Disease (DDD)
3. Spinal Root Impingment
4. Degenerative Joint Disease (DJD)
5. Compression Fractures

As well we offer services for:
Motor Vehicle Accidents • Extended Health Care
Soft Tissue Massage • Custom made orthotics

Tel: 905-264-8010
Fax: 905-264-9010
CLINIC HOURS
Mondays & Thursdays - 9:30-5:30 pm
Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 9:30-8:00pm 
Fridays: 9:30-1:00pm
Saturdays by appointment only

Location: 7007 Islington Ave., Unit 14, Woodbridge, Ont. L4L 4T5
(NORTH-EAST corner of Islington & Steeles.

ALL NATIONS UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, KOFORIDUA, GHANA
offers the following programmes:

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
Bachelor of Engineering (Oil and Gas )
Electronics & Communications Engineering
Bachelor of Engineering (Biomedical )
Bsc. (Hons) Computer Science
Bachelor of Engineering (Computer)

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing
Bachelor of Business Administration in Entrepreneurship
Bachelor of Business Administration in Human Resource Management
Bachelor of Business Administration in Banking and Finance

DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMANITIES & SCIENCES
Bsc. Nursing (Joint Programme with Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science & Technology)
Biblical Studies with Business Administration

Apply Today: www.anuc.edu.gh • admissions@anuc.edu.gh • registrar@anuc.edu.gh • Ghana: 233-82-21587/ 215888 • Canada: 416-667-9333 • Toll Free: 1-866-845-5505Equipped For Every Good Work

THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH  
LAWNA CANADA
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever” – Heb 13 : 8

Are you under the bondage of Satan ? – come unto Jesus now – Mark 16:17
Are you terrified by bad dreams ? – come unto Jesus now – Pro 3:24
Do you want total freedom from demonic forces ? – come unto Jesus now – Luke 1:8

You are cordially invited to celebrate Jesus with us at

 TORONTO ASSEMBLY

CALGARY ASSEMBLY AJAX ASSEMBLY

425 EDDYSTONE, UNIT 3, 
TORONTO, ONT. M3N 1H8
Sunday Service: 10:00am - 12:30pm
Friday Service  : 07:00pm - 08:00pm
Tel: 647-863-5736 • 647-770-5890

Hounsfield Heights Briar
Community Center

1922-14 Avenue NW, Calgary, 
Alberta T2N1M5

Sunday Service: 
09:00am – 11:00am

Tel: 587-718-9633
      403-801-2980

Michaelle Jean
Public School
180 Williamson Drive East,
Ajax. ON. L1Z0G7
Sunday Service:
10:00am – 12:30pm
Tel: 647-770-5890
647-621-4877

NEW 
LOCATIONInjured?

NO WIN - NO FEE
Car Accidents - Slip and Fall - Denied Benefi ts

Call today!  905-487-6333 
Visit our web site at www.lawyer4me.com

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public

Dr. Pius L. Okoronkwo
LL.B., BL, LL.M. (Dalhousie, Canada), 
Ph.D. (Osgoode, Canada)

AREAS OF PRACTICE
• Criminal Law
• Family Law
• Civil Litigation
• Corporate and Commercial Law
• Immigration and Refugee Law
• International Economic Law and Investment
• Estate and Trust Law
Your Legal Problems Solved with Competence and Professionalism

PIUS L. OKORONKWO

1183 Finch Ave. W, Suite 603, Toronto, ON  M3J 2G2
Tel: 647-831-7487 • Fax: 416-650-0168

THE LAW OFFICE OF

DR. AYOKUNLE FAGBEMIGUN

FISDES MEDICAL CENTRE

MD., C.C.F.P.
Family Medical Practice / Walk-in Clinic

1525 Albion Road,
SUITE 210, Etobicoke,
ON M9V 5G5
(Albion Rd. & Finch Ave. West)

Tel: 416-401-8888
Fax: 416-743-9797
info@fisdesmedical.ca
www.fisdesmedical.ca

Opening Hours: 
Monday-Friday: 9am-6pm

• New Clinic 
• Accepting New Patients
• We accept Walk-in Patients
• Convenient Location

• Quality Care • Comfortable Space
• Convenient Location



GIVE YOUR

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

DR. JIDE
ODUSANYA
DENTAL OFFICE

A BOOSTSmile

1280 Finch Avenue West,  #418
Downsview, ON M3J 3K6

Tel: 416-736-9119

377 Burnhamthrope Rd. E., #109 
Mississauga ON L5A 3Y1
Tel: 905-896-9578

NASFAT PEEL REGION ONTARIO CANADA

Weekly Program: Every Sunday

Monthly Program

Assalat Rendition
Lecture, Fiqh

Qur'an Recitation - Tankara
Talks, Hadith, Children Arabic Class

EID PRAYERS as may be announced by Muslim Clerics

Special Prayers
Birthday Celebrations

Guest Lecturer

Quarterly Program
Tahajjud - Night Vigil

Facebook: Nasfat Peel Region • Instagram: Nasfat Peel Region

VENUE: 68 Bramalea Road, Brampton ON CA L6T 0H2
Major Intersections: Bramalea & Steeles

TIME: 1100 am Prompt 

May you be blessed as you make it a date with us

Tel: 1. 905-598-1940
Email: nasfatpeelregion@gmail
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(For other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ 1 Cor.3:11)

TELE – CONFERENCE on (416) 639-2426

Jesus Is Lord

* *

WHEN: EVERY SUNDAY
Hour Of Worship:

10.00AM – 12.30PM

The Lord Is Waiting For You To Address All Your 
Foundational Problems Today As You Worship With 

Us. Donʼt Be Left Out.

TUESDAY: 
TELE – CONFERENCE on (416) 639-2426, CODE: 7880#

TIME: 7.00PM
LOCATION: 71 Milvan Dr, North York, ON M9L 1Y8

FOR PRAYER AND COUNSELLING: 647-721-6870 • 647-701-6871 • 647-693-2611

You Shall Be Established On A New Foundation
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• Full Goat
• Fresh Fish
• Cow/Goat Tripe
• Cow Skin
• Cow Foot
• Oxtail
• Hard Chicken
• Smoked Meats & Fish
• African Groceries

M O S A I C

MOSAIC MEATS

WHOLESALERS
(A DIVISION OF FILAD ENTERPRISES)

High Quality African Meats

mosaicfoods@hotmail.com
mosaicafricanfoods.com

• Mosaic Food Products
• African Movies / Music (CDS / DVD)
• Mini Food Products

HIGH QUALITY
AFRICAN PRODUCTS
AT WHOLESALE PRICE

RETAILERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF GROCERY, 
COSMETICS, AFRICAN MOVIES & MUSIC

62 EDDYSTONE AVE, NORTH YORK, ON M3N 1H4
416-745-1044

Tel: 416-917-2790 • 416-744-1078
 Fax: 416-748-8957

CANADA MOVE TO APPROVE NEW 
NAFTA DEAL

PRESIDENT BUHARI SIGNS 
2020 FINANCE BILL 
INTO LAW NAFTA DEAL

CHINA ORDERS CANADA TO FREE HUAWEI 
EXECUTIVE MENG

CHUKWUEKE SWORN IN AS MAYOR 
OF WOODLYNNE

By N.Ugoh

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has said that Can-
ada will move to officially 
approve the new North 
American trade agree-
ment.

Trudeau’s government 
moved a motion when 
Parliament resumed on 
January 27 and introduced 
legislation to ratify the deal 
two days later.

Trudeau disclosed fur-
ther that millions of Cana-
dians depend on trade that 
is stable and reliable with 
their biggest trading part-
ners.

The approval will re-
move the legal obstruc-
tions to the deal with Mex-
ico and United States.

United States Presi-

dent Donald Trump cam-
paigned in 2016 about 
repealing trade deals that 
contributed to the trade 
deficit and cost United 
States manufacturing jobs. 
He vowed to rewrite NAF-
TA if elected and labelled 

the pact “the worst trade 
deal in history.”

The U.S. Senate how-
ever passed its imple-
mentation bill of the new 
U . S . - M e x i c o - C a n a d a 
Agreement recently.

By N.Ugoh

China has once again 
called on Canada to fa-
cilitate the release of long 
detained Huawei Finance 
Chief Meng Wanzhou as 
soon as possible.

China's Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Geng Sh-
uang said Canada should 
rectify its “mistake” in ap-
prehending the executive, 
who happens to be the 
daughter of Huawei chief 
executive Ren Zhengfei.

During a daily briefing, 
Geng said: “The resolve of 
the Chinese government 
to protect Chinese citizens’ 

proper legal rights is firm 
and unwavering.” Geng 
added that Meng’s case was 
a “serious political matter”.

Meng appeared before 
a Canadian court for a hear-
ing to know whether she 
would be extradited to the 
US last month.

Meng was nabbed in 
late 2018 under the request 
of the United States govern-
ment. The charges of bank 
fraud and misleading of 
HSBC about the business of 
Huawei in Iran have been 
denied by Meng.

The arrest of Meng has 
affected the relationship 
between the United States, 

Canada and China and has 
happened at a difficult time 
for Huawei.

The United States 
placed Huawei on a trade 
blacklist that prohibited 
firms from selling to the 
Chinese technology com-
pany without a licence last 
year. The US has also urged 
allies to barricade Huawei’s 
products from their 5G net-
works.

Recently, Conservative 
MP Tom Tugendhat told Bo-
ris Johnson not to “let the 
fox into the hen house” by 
granting Huawei permis-
sion to build the UK’s 5G 
network.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Nigeria-born Joseph 
Udumeze Chukwueke has 
been sworn in as the new 
Mayor of Woodlynne, New 
Jersey, United States of 
America.

In a dignitary-laden his-
toric event, the new mayor 
was sworn in at the Munici-
pal building where he offi-
cially took over from Jeraldo 
Fuentes, also a Democrat, 

who has served out his term.
It would be recalled that 

Chukwueke had in Novem-
ber, defeated his closest op-
ponent, Clyde Cook, by a 
wide margin. He secured 
225 votes to Cook’s 96 in 
the election that took place 
on Tuesday, November 5, 
2019.

Official reports have it 
that before his election as 
Mayor, Chukwueke was 
serving in the Woodlynne 

Borough Council as Chair-
person for Emergency Man-
agement.

The Mayor is the Head 
of the Woodlynne Borough 
Council, the governing body 
of the municipality.

The Mayor’s Office 
serves as a direct link be-
tween Town Hall and Wood-
lynne residents. The Office 
also serves as the Borough’s 
communications outlet, ded-
icated to providing the com-

By Stanley Ugagbe

President Muham-
madu Buhari has signed 
the 2020 Finance Bill into 
law. This is sequel to its 
passage by the National 
Assembly and subse-
quent forwarding by the 
legislature to the Presi-
dent for assent.

Among others, the 
bill seeks to increase the 
value-added tax (VAT) 
from five per cent to 7.5 
per cent.

The President who 
disclosed the develop-
ment on his Twitter han-
dle, said “I am pleased to 
announce that this morn-
ing I signed into law the 
Finance Bill, 2019”.

Buhari added that 
“We introduced the bill 
alongside the 2020 bud-
get, to reform Nigeria’s 
tax laws to align with 
global best practices, sup-
port MSMEs in line with 
our Ease of Doing Busi-
ness Reforms, incentivize 
investments in infrastruc-
ture and capital markets 
and raise government 
revenues”.

Recall that President 
Buhari, while presenting 
the 2020 Appropriation 
Bill to the National As-
sembly, had also present-
ed the Finance Bill and 
said: “This Finance Bill 
has five strategic objec-
tives, in terms of achiev-
ing incremental, but nec-
essary, changes to our 
fiscal laws.

“These objectives are; 
Promoting fiscal equity 
by mitigating instances 
of regressive taxation; 
Reforming domestic tax 
laws to align with global 
best practices; Introducing 
tax incentives for invest-
ments in infrastructure 
and capital markets; Sup-
porting Micro, Small and 

Medium-sized businesses 
in line with our Ease of 
Doing Business Reforms; 
and Raising Revenues for 
Government.

“The draft Finance 
Bill proposes an increase 
of the VAT rate from five 
per cent to 7.5 per cent, 
as such, the 2020 Ap-
propriation Bill is based 
on this new VAT rate,” he 
added.

Buhari’s special as-
sistant on media and 
publicity, Femi Adesina, 
in a statement, said with 
the assent, there will be 
more revenue to finance 
key government projects 
especially in the areas 
of health, education and 
critical infrastructure.

This is the first time 
since the return of de-
mocracy in 1999, that a 
federal budget is being 
accompanied by the pas-
sage of a Finance Bill spe-
cially designed to support 
its implementation, and 
to create a truly enabling 
environment for business 
and investment by the 
private sector.

The bill will also re-
form the tax regime by 
amending several Acts, 
namely Petroleum Profit 
Tax Act (PPT), Custom 
and Excise Tax Act, Com-
pany Income Tax Act 
(CITA), Personal Income 
Tax Act, Value Added Tax 
Act, Stamp Duties Tax 
Act, and Capital Gains 
Act. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

President Muhammadu 
Buhari

munity with the most up-to-
date news and happenings 
from Town Hall.

The Mayor and the Bor-
ough Council establish laws, 
ordinances and policies for 
the municipality.

It should be noted that 
Woodlynne is a borough in 
the Camden County of New 

Jersey and Chukwueke, a 
Democrat, is originally from 
Ovim in Abia State of Nige-
ria.

His tenure as the mayor 
of the city will last for three 
years. He is apparently one 
of the Nigerians doing the 
nation proud at the national 
frontiers.
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NOVA SCOTIA ANNOUNCES 
OUTBREAK OF SYPHILIS

ONTARIO AND 
QUEBEC REIMBURSE 
BREAKTHROUGH FLASH 
GLUCOSE MONITORING 
SYSTEM FOR DIABETES

TIPS ON USING TEA 
TREE OIL FOR ACNE

TIPS FOR PREVENTING 
CONSTIPATION

Nova Scotia has de-
clared a provincial outbreak 
of syphilis after witnessing 
a hike in the number of 
cases last year.

Public health officials 
disclosed 82 cases of syph-
ilis were recorded in 2019 
as against with 50 cases 
in 2018 and 38 cases in 
2017.

Twenty percent of the 
cases recorded last year 
were women, while it was 
10 percent the year before.

Syphilis is a bacteria 
infection that is sexually 
transmitted infection and 
can be contracted through 
anal, oral or vaginal sex 

that is unprotected.
A Deputy Medical Of-

ficer Doctor Gaynor Wat-
son-Creed says practicing 
safer sex and going for 
syphilis test can help re-
duce the numbers of syphi-
lis infections.

The illness can be 
treated with antibiotics but 
advanced stages of syphilis 
can create serious impacts 
to the brain, heart and oth-
er vital organs. It can also 
lead to death.

The last outbreak of 
syphilis in the province oc-
curred in the Halifax area 
in 2009 and it peaked in 
2013 with 84 cases.

(NC) Tea tree oil is 
lauded as a natural way to 
treat acne, and here’s a few 
tips to get the most out of 
using this product.

Tea tree oil is often 
used to treat wounds and 
other skin ailments due to 
its antibacterial and an-
tiseptic qualities. The oil 
is rich in Terpinene-4-ol, 
which destroys the skin-
based bacteria responsible 
for acne. Thanks to these 
qualities, tea tree oil is an 
excellent treatment for oily 
and acne-prone skin. It can 
lower bacteria levels on the 
skin, reduce inflammation 
and target breakouts. Its 
anti-inflammatory proper-
ties help reduce the swell-
ing associated with deeper 
active acne.

Tea tree oil helps speed 
up the healing process and 
inhibits the growth of acne-
causing bacteria. This can 
help stop the acne cycle 
and prevent future break-
outs. While benzoyl per-
oxide and salicylic acid are 
traditionally recommended 
for acne, tea tree oil makes 
a great alternative, natural 
remedy. One Australian 
study found tea tree oil is 
just as effective as benzoyl 
peroxide, which can some-
times be very drying on the 
skin.

Pure tea tree essen-
tial oil is powerful, and it 
is usually recommended 
you dilute it with a carrier 
oil such as olive, almond 

or avocado oil. However, 
those with acne-prone skin 
are best to avoid pore-clog-
ging oils and dilute it in a 
water-soluble product or 
witch hazel. Undiluted tea 
tree oil could potentially 
cause irritation in the form 
of dryness, burning, sting-
ing or even peeling.

“Tea tree oil is a popu-
lar ingredient in beauty 
and skincare products right 
now,” says Megan Menard, 
senior manager at Shoppers 
Drug Mart. “We’re seeing it 
paired with complementary 
ingredients for additional 
benefits, such as witch ha-
zel to help repair broken 
skin and fight bacteria, 
while facial masks may 
contain natural clay, ben-
tonite and aloe vera to re-
move oil and soothe skin.”

While tea tree oil is 
gentler than many acne 
creams, overuse could 
cause dryness, leading the 
skin to produce more oil to 
compensate. Look for skin-
care products such as Life 
Brand tea tree oil cleansers 
and toners, which have the 
tea tree oil already mixed in 
and are mild enough to be 
used daily.

Tea tree oil is an effec-
tive, natural remedy for ac-
ne-prone skin. Give it about 
a month to see results, and 
consider other factors that 
can lead to acne such as 
overproduction of oil and 
the formation of clogged 
pores.

(NC) Although con-
stipation is a common di-
gestive issue, certain fac-
tors may put you more at 
risk. Some of these include 
being female, aged 65 or 
older or if you are pregnant 
or just had surgery. Fortu-
nately, there are some steps 
you can take to help avoid 
becoming constipated.

Preventative mea-
sures are essential, as ad-
dressing the  problem early 
could help it from becoming 
chronic. Chronic constipa-
tion is defined as less than 
three bowel movements in 
a week and may include 
difficult or painful bowel 
movements.

“Most Canadians 
don’t get enough fibre, and 
diet plays an important 
role in bowel regularity 
and constipation manage-
ment,” says Jemma Bes-
son, a registered dietitian 
with Shoppers Drug Mart’s 
new online nutrition ser-
vices.

Fibre helps make 
stools soft, bulky and eas-
ier to pass. Besson recom-
mends 25 to 38 grams of 
fibre per day for those ages 
19 to 50, and 21 to 30 
grams per day for people 
over 50. Good sources of 
fibre include fruits, vegeta-
bles, legumes, beans, nuts, 
seeds and whole grains. 
“Look on the food label for 

whole grains as the first in-
gredient and choose foods 
with a fibre daily value of 
15 per cent or more,” Bes-
son suggests.

Staying hydrated and 
drinking enough water ev-
ery day is also essential. 
Plenty of water helps keep 
bowel movements regular 
and prevents stool from 
hardening. In addition, 
regular exercise can help 
stimulate the movement of 
waste. Any physical activ-
ity such as walking is ben-
eficial.

Even when making 
these healthy diet and life-
style changes, some people 
may need additional sup-
port. Laxatives are another 
step in constipation man-
agement as a short-term 
solution. Over-the-counter 
laxatives offer relief for 
mild, occasional constipa-
tion. Bulk-forming laxa-
tives, or fibre supplements 
such as Life Brand organic 
fibre laxatives, are the gen-
tlest on your body. Before 
taking a laxative, it is best 
to consult your doctor to 
find which one is right for 
you.

Besson says addition-
al natural ways to support 
bowel regularity include 
eating prunes or foods with 
prebiotics or probiotics such 
as fermented dairy products 
like kefir or yogurt.

(NC) What crosses 
your mind when you 
think of booking a mas-
sage therapy appoint-
ment?  You might consid-
er the massage therapist’s 
practice location, their 
availability and perhaps 
whether they offer treat-
ments like acupuncture.

While these are all 
important factors, do 
some research about the 
healthcare provider you 

are going to see. That’s 
where the College of 
Massage Therapists of 
Ontario’s public register 
comes in.

This public regis-
ter contains up-to-date 
information about ev-
ery massage therapist in 
Ontario, including those 
who are no longer prac-
tising. Through this reg-
ister, you can:

• Confirm whether 

GETTING A MASSAGE? 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

the massage therapist 
is certified to practise in 
Ontario, and when they 
became certified in the 
province.

• Look up mas-
sage therapists by loca-
tion, gender, languages 
spoken and whether they 
can provide acupuncture 
treatment.

• Find out if they 
are registered with an-
other regulated profes-
sion in Ontario or else-
where.

• See any terms, 
conditions or limitations 
applicable to their prac-
tice and any conduct 
history and disciplinary 
measures imposed.  

Protecting the public 
interest lies at the heart 
of what the College does. 

Central to this mandate is 
ensuring that you have 
access to accurate infor-
mation about the health-
care provider you are 
going to see. Find more 
information at cmto.
com/lookbeforeyoubook.

(NC) One second. That’s 
all it takes Montreal resident 
Anne Pertus to check her glu-
cose levels.

Pertus, who lives with 
type 2 diabetes, uses the 
FreeStyle Libre flash glucose 
monitoring system. A simple 
scan of a small sensor on the 
back of her upper arm with a 
handheld reader or compatible 
smartphone reveals her glu-
cose levels, giving her the in-
formation she needs to make 
changes to her diet or insulin 
levels.

The flash glucose moni-
toring system is critical to 
managing her diabetes and 
has the added benefit of elimi-
nating painful finger-prick 
tests. Now it will be covered by 
the Régie de l'assurance mala-
die du Québec and the Ontario 
Drug Benefit program. These 
listings mark the first provin-
cial health coverage for any 
sensor-based glucose monitor-
ing system.

“The only way to con-
trol my diabetes is to check 
my glucose levels multiple 
times a day. The FreeStyle Li-

bre system lets me do that in 
a quick and easy way,” says 
Pertus. “My husband will be 
retiring soon, and we’ll no lon-
ger have private insurance, so 
the provincial health coverage 
is critical for allowing me to 
continue to see the benefits of 
flash glucose monitoring.”

The innovative technol-
ogy already makes a huge dif-
ference to many people living 
with diabetes. According to 
Ken Burns, a certified diabetes 
educator, it removes much of 
the guesswork that many peo-
ple living with diabetes are ac-
customed to when it comes to 
what glucose levels are doing.

“It’s amazing to see how 
people who use the flash glu-
cose monitoring system be-
come more engaged in their 
care,” says Burns, who is also 
a pharmacist at the Centre 
for Complex Diabetes Care at 
Health Sciences North/Hori-
zon Santé-Nord in Sudbury, 
Ontario. “It’s truly transforma-
tive care.”

More information about 
the FreeStyle Libre system is 
available at freestylelibre.ca.

The figures are alarm-
ing. The killings are grue-
some. And to exacerbate 
issues, week-in-week out, 
execrable reports of kid-
nappings and killings are 
screaming all over the me-
dia. Yet, all President Mu-
hammadu Buhari had to 
say was “We have to be 
harder on them. One of the 
responsibilities of govern-
ment is to provide security. 
If we don’t secure the coun-
try, we will not be able to 
manage the economy prop-
erly.’’

Need we remind the 
President that prior to his 
election in 2015, he had 
promised Nigerians he will 
“Ensure that under my 
watch, no force, external or 
internal, will occupy even 
an inch of Nigerian soil.”

But since assumption 
of office, rather than declin-
ing, banditry is skyrock-

eting. Barely a few days 
into 2020, there have been 
several gruesome killings 
across the nation. More 
prominent in the recent kill-
ings are the massacre of 17 
people in Plateau by Fulani 
Herdsmen and the grue-
some execution of Adama-
wa chairman of the Chris-
tian Association of Nigeria, 
Bishop Lawan Andimi.

In his usual defen-
sive comments, President 
Buhari’s spokesman, Femi 
Adesina said “We know 
what the situation was as 
at 2015 and we know what 
it is today. Despite the re-
versals in security, it is still 
not as bad as it used to be in 
this country”.

Need we remind the 
Buhari led federal govern-
ment that the 1999 con-
stitution specified that the 
security and welfare of the 
people shall be the primary 

purpose and responsibility 
of government.

We find it disturb-
ing that despite knowing 
who these bandits are and 
their supposed abodes, the 
Buhari-led government has 
failed to unleash war on 
them. We are worried that 
the government is more 
concerned about issuing 
and paying condolence 
visits to casualties’ fami-
lies rather than making a 
concerted effort to flush 
out the bandits from the 
society.

The establishment of 
Amotekun – South West 
security force, is truly a 
vote of no confidence on 
the national security un-
der the watch of the Presi-
dent. Delineating on what 
Amotekun stands for, Ekiti 
State governor, Fayemi, 
who is the Chairman of the 
Nigerian Governors’ Forum 
(NGE), had said “our pri-
mary interest is the securi-
ty and safety of our people 
and we will continue to do 
all within our powers to 
push the frontiers of this 
collective security initia-
tive.” Without mincing 
words, this clearly depicts 
that the national security 
under Buhari has failed.

With the numerous 
agitations mandating the 
President to find lasting so-
lution to the security situ-
ation over time, we had 
expected the government 
would have flushed out 
Boko Haram and other 
groups holding the country 
security hostage.  

We are surprised 
that despite knowing the 
huge role security plays 
in a nation’s economy, 
Buhari has failed to find a 
one-time solution to this 
menace. Recall that Bu-
hari had said “If we don’t 
secure the country, we will 
not be able to manage the 
economy properly.’’ How 
can a leader know this and 
for five years, fail to find a 
lifetime solution to it? This 
is worrisome.

It was former Presi-
dent of the United States, 
Barack Obama who said 
“We cannot continue to 
rely only on our military 
in order to achieve the na-
tional security objectives 
that we've set. We've got 
to have a civilian national 
security force that's just as 
powerful, just as strong, 

just as well-funded”.
Since the methods 

being used by the Presi-
dent are not yielding the 
desired results, we wonder 
why Buhari has refused to 
change his approach. We 
don’t want to take sides 
with the reasonable num-
ber saying the President 
is a stakeholder of the Fu-
lani Herdsmen, but we are 
troubled as to why Buhari 
who was quick to proscrib-
ing other groups has delib-
erately refused to do same 
to Boko Haram and Fulani 
Herdsmen.

Need we build on the 
President’s statement that 
if the country is not se-
cured, the economy can-
not thrive. Need we remind 
Buhari that the constitution 
mandates him to primar-
ily ensure the security and 
welfare of the citizens.

We are calling on 
President Buhari to imme-
diately make concerted ef-
forts to flush out the ban-
dits from the country. If it 
will warrant changing his 
security chiefs, we implore 
the President to immediate-
ly do so without fear or fa-
vor. We also urge him to be 
more pragmatic and open in 
this fight against terrorism. 
Need we remind him that 
every loss is a minus to his 
administration and he will 
account for all the blood-
bath. 

In the same vein, 
the plan of the Canadian 
Government to provide 
$25,000 to the families of 
each of the 57 Canadian 
citizens and 29 permanent 
residents who died when 
Iran shot down a Ukraini-

an passenger jet is a com-
mendable move.

However, that Iran ad-
mitted to have been respon-
sible for the ugly incident 
should be an eye opener to 
every responsible govern-
ment. We urge the Justin 
Trudeau led administration 
to see the disastrous occur-
rence as a yardstick to beef 
up security in the nation.

We find the research 
by the Department of Na-
tional Defense urging the 
Canadian Armed Forces 
to double the number of 
women being recruited into 
the Force as timely. The 
research which seeks to 
ensure the Force ensures 
fairness in its internal re-
cruitment is a crucial issue 
that should be given utmost 
priority. We believe that 
security issues can brew 
out of internal imbalance; 
hence making germane ef-
forts to ensure the goal is 
achieved will go a long way 
in averting inimical under-
tones. 

Following the unscru-
pulous happenings in re-
cent time, we believe that 
every responsible govern-
ment needs to intensify 
their efforts in concerting 
security issues. As evident 
across the globe, the impact 
of security on the wellbe-
ing of a nation especially its 
economy cannot be over-
emphasized. 

National development 
and security are inseparable 
as the former may be unat-
tainable without the stabil-
ity of the latter. Hence, we 
urge the government to 
strictly hold on to its secu-
rity principles.
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HONEST  ED PROPERTY TRANSFORMED 
INTO AFFORDABLE HOUSING

BRAMPTON INTRODUCES NEW TECH 
FOR FASTER, MORE EFFICIENT
PARKING ENFORCEMENT

BUHARI MEETS UK PM, SEEKS EXTRADITION OF 
FUGITIVES TO ANSWER CORRUPTION CHARGES

2020 CHINESE NEW YEAR CONCERT 
HELD IN OTTAWA

FORD TO OFFER SCHOLARSHIPS IN 
MEMORY OF AIR CRASH VICTIMS

WINNIPEG POLICE OFFICER CHARGED

CANADIAN MILITARY URGED TO DOUBLE 
FEMALE RECRUITMENT TO REACH TARGET

By N.Ugoh

The federal govern-
ment of Canada 

has pledged to make 
$200 million of fund-
ing available to estab-
lish affordable housing 
units at  former Hon-
est Ed’s Toronto site. 
The government aims 
to maintain the area in 
such a way that it will 
“stay true to its roots.”

According to re-
ports, there will be six 
buildings with 916 
housing units con-
structed at the loca-
tion where the popular 
store was erected. 366 
of these units will cost 
less than a third of the 
median Toronto in-
come.

The project has 
been named “Mirvish 

Village” after Honest 
Ed’s founder and own-
er Ed Mirvish. 

A tweet from So-
cial Development, 
Ahmed Hussen in re-
lation to the project 
reads: “Every Cana-
dian deserves a safe 
and affordable place 
to call home. Today’s 
announcement of 900 
new rental units in 
what was once Honest 
Ed’s, will help more 
families thrive in #To-
ronto.”

The announce-
ment of the plan was 
made recently at the 
historic site. Part of 
thise in attendance 
were the Mayor of To-
ronto John Tory, Dep-
uty Prime Minister of 
Canada, Chrystia Free-
land and MP Adam 

Vaughan.
While reacting 

to the announcement 
of the plan, Tory in a 
tweet said: “Pleased to 
join the federal gov-
ernment today, to an-
nounce $200 million 
in federal funding to 
help finance the con-
struction of six rental 
residential buildings 
with 916 rental units 
here in Mirvish Vil-
lage. Building on the 
work we continue to 
do to invest in afford-
able housing.”

This development 
should be pleasing as 
it was announced after 
the shocking news that 
the prices of houses in 
Toronto have jerked up 
by an average annual 
salary in Toronto.

By Stanley Ugagbe

As part of his ef-
forts to tame the men-
ace of corruption in 
the nation, President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
has sought the coop-
eration of the National 
Crime Agency of the 
United Kingdom in 
the investigation of 
fugitives from Nigeria 
finding accommoda-
tion in that country.

According to 
Femi Adesina, the 
president’s Special Ad-
viser on Media and 
Publicity, in a state-
ment made available 
to newsmen, Buhari 
made the call during a 
bilateral meeting with 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson in London.

The two leaders 
met on the sidelines of 
the UK-Africa Invest-
ment Summit 2020, in 
London. Adesina said 
Buhari updated the 
UK Prime Minister on 
various developments 
across the nation.

Adesina said “On 
the anti-corruption 
war, the President said 
though it was slow but 
painstaking, the coop-
eration of the National 
Crime Agency of UK 
was still needed, par-
ticularly in the inves-
tigation of fugitives 
from Nigeria finding 
accommodation in the 
United Kingdom”.

Delineating on 
other areas of his ad-
ministration, Buhari 
told P.M Johnson of 
strides in agriculture, 
leading almost to self-
sufficiency in rice and 
other grains, saving 
the country billions 
in foreign exchange, 
which are now de-
ployed to other areas 
of development.

The statement 
continued that “On 
the war against insur-

gency, the President 
said things were a lot 
better, with the dis-
abuse of the minds of 
the people on the true 
philosophy of Boko 
Haram, and the main 
challenge being in the 
area of resettling dis-
placed people, which 
is being tackled fron-
tally”.

“We have a long 
history with the Brit-
ish military, and we 
are collaborating,” 
President Buhari add-
ed.

Buhari told the 
PM that climate 
change was a chal-
lenge to Nigeria and 
neighbouring African 
countries, especially 
with the shrinkage of 
the Lake Chad to a mi-
nuscule of its original 
size.

The statement 
added that the Nige-
rian Leader said the 
country was focused 
and making progress 
on education, particu-
larly that of the girl 
child.

Adesina said 
Johnson lauded the 
Nigerian President 
for what he calls the 
“social and economic 
benefits” that have 
accrued to the coun-
try since he emerged, 
and that the necessary 
hand of fellowship 
would be extended on 

the war against cor-
ruption, through the 
National Crime Agen-
cy.

“The British P.M 
pledged to cooperate 
with Nigeria and other 
African countries in 
the inter-basin water 
transfer, which could 
solve the Lake Chad 
problem, and enhance 
security in the sub-
region”.

“He charged the 
Nigerian Leader to 
keep the national au-
tonomy of his coun-
try intact, noting that 
in the future, Nigeria 
would not just be a 
continental but inter-
national power”.

Multiple reports 
have it that that for-
mer Minister of Petro-
leum, Diezani Alison-
Madueke and other 
Nigerian fugitives in 
the UK had fled into 
exile since 2015 when 
the current adminis-
tration of Buhari came 
on board.

Also, it would be 
recalled that in 2017, 
a Federal High Court 
in Lagos, presided 
over by Justice Ab-
dulazeez Anka, had 
ordered the final for-
feiture of N7.6 billion 
alleged loot recovered 
by the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) from 
Alison-Madueke.

BRAMPTON, ON 
(December 18, 2019) 
– Coming soon to your 
street! A City of Brampton 
enforcement vehicle out-
fitted with an automatic li-
cence plate reader (ALPR) 
will start patrolling the city 
from mid-January, 2020. 
The new technology will 
help improve parking 
spot availability, support 
the safe passage of plows 
and emergency vehicles 
on Brampton streets, and 
over the long term, work 
to reduce congestion. It 
will also promote faster 
and more efficient parking 
enforcement.

 The cameras on the 
new ALPR vehicle will 
help identify common 
parking infractions as the 
vehicle drives by, and will 
notify officers to gener-
ate a Penalty Notice when 
an infraction has been 
determined. The vehicle 
will patrol streets where 
the City receives frequent 
complaints of vehicles 
parked for extended peri-
ods of time.

 Based on the learn-
ings and the ability to ef-
fectively and rapidly re-
spond to complaints using 
this technology, additional 
ALPR vehicles may be 
used in the future.

 
HOW DOES THE NEW 
TECH WORK?
This system consists of 
cameras affixed to a ve-
hicle and an in-vehicle 

display connected to the 
parking enforcement net-
work. The vehicle will 
patrol City streets and re-
cord the licence plate and 
location of vehicles parked 
on the street. The system 
will alert the Enforcement 
Officer of vehicles that are 
parked for more than three 
hours without a parking 
consideration. It will also 
alert of vehicles parked 
during the prohibited time 
of 2 to 6 am, without hav-
ing the officer stop to en-
ter the licence plate of the 
vehicle.
 
WHY IS THIS NEEDED?
Each year, the City re-
sponds to over 10,000 
public complaints of ve-
hicles parked illegally for 
more than three hours, 
and another 10,000 com-
plaints of vehicles parked 
on the street during the 
prohibited time of 2 to 6 
am. Responding to such 
complaints is resource in-
tensive and time consum-
ing. With the new ALPR 
vehicle, the City can en-
gage in more proactive 
and reactive patrolling at a 
faster rate. 

 
WHAT ABOUT 
PRIVACY?

The City takes pri-
vacy protection seriously. 
Access to photographs 
captured by the ALPR 
cameras, which include 
images of licence plate 
numbers, is strictly con-

trolled and subject to au-
dit. Where photographs 
are not used to issue a 
Penalty Notice, they are 
not retained (these photo-
graphs are automatically 
deleted after 48 hours). 
Where photographs are 
used to issue a Penalty 
Notice, they are retained in 
accordance with the City’s 
Record Retention By-Law 
(these photographs are re-
tained for 6 years after the 
matter has been resolved).

 When parking pen-
alties are not paid within 
the due date, the City will 
reach out to Service On-
tario to obtain ownership 
details of licence plates. 
The City will also disclose 
unpaid fines associated 
with a licence plate num-
ber to the Ontario Ministry 
of Transportation.

 
WHAT PARKING 
OPTIONS DO PEOPLE 
HAVE?

∙ In municipal garag-
es or where parking meters 
exist, be sure to display 
the valid parking ticket on 
the dashboard and remove 
your car before the park-
ing ticket expires.

∙ In residential ar-
eas, if you are parked on 
the street, remove the 
car within three hours to 
avoid receiving a Pen-
alty Notice. Alternatively, 
move the car to another 
location after three hours. 
Others in the community 
may require street parking 

as well, so be mindful of 
your neighbours. 

∙ If you or your guests 
need to park for more than 
three hours or between 2 
to 6 am, you can apply to 
the City for a free parking 
consideration. This is of-
fered for a maximum of 
14 days in a year for each 
licence plate. If you are 
hosting for the holidays or 

having overnight guests, 
apply for a parking con-
sideration. 

∙ If you have a bou-
levard on your private 
property, your car can be 
parked horizontally on the 
paved area between the 
sidewalk and street.  

 
WON’T THIS PUT 
MORE PRESSURE ON 

THE COURTS?
Parking penalty dis-

putes are not managed by 
the provincial courts but 
by the City as part of the 
AMPS Program.

 

For full FAQs and 
more information about 
ALPR visit www.bramp-
ton.ca  

https://nairametrics.com

By N.Ugoh

The 2020 Chinese 
New Year Concert was 
recently staged at the 
National Arts Centre 
in Ottawa.

The concert was 
led by chief conductor 
Lin Daye and featured 
one gold winner of the 
Van Cliburn Interna-
tional Piano Competi-
tion, Shenzhen Sym-

phony Orchestra and 
Chinese pianist Zhang 
Haochen.

Prior to the con-
cert, the President of 
Canada-China Cultural 
Development Associa-
tion  (CCCDA), Rudy 
Gao said It was an 
unforgettable concert 
and a unique experi-
ence of both western 
and Chinese music 
for music lovers of all 

ages.
The concert’s aim 

is to promote the cul-
tural exchange be-
tween East and West 
as well as offering 
China’s best musi-
cians to the Canadian 
stages.

The concert was 
organised by the Can-
ada-China Cultural 
Development Associa-
tion.

By N.Ugoh

Premier Doug Ford 
has announced that 
the government fund 
will disburse $10,000 
scholarships in memo-
ry of the 57 Canadian 
victims of the recent 
Ukraine International 
Airlines plane crash in 
Iran.

More than 12 On-
tario post-secondary 
institutions and facul-
ty in Ontario lost stu-
dents when the plane 
was mistakenly at-
tacked last month.

According to Ford, 
the scholarships will 
be established at the 
start of the 2021-2022 
academic year.

While talking 
about the criteria for 
the scholarships, the 
province says they 

will be based on finan-
cial need and academic 
merit. Also, the recipi-
ents will be selected 
after due consultation 
with schools and fam-
ily members of the vic-
tims.

Ford said: “Many 
of the victims were 
students and profes-
sors with bright fu-
tures, studying and 
teaching at Ontario 
universities and col-
leges, contributing 
to the advancement 
of research in many 

life-changing fields. 
We will honour their 
memories through 
these scholarships to 
recognize their incred-
ible contributions to 
our communities.”

The province dis-
closed further that the 
scholarships will be 
allotted to the post-
secondary schools that 
the victims enrolled 
in or worked at. Also, 
some scholarships will  
be given colleges or 
universities that are 
eligible.

By N.Ugoh

A police officer 
in Winnipeg has been 
accused of deleting 
records related to his 
own speeding ticket.

According to 
Manitoba’s Indepen-
dent Investigation 
Unit, Patrol Sgt. Sean 
Cassidy was driving a 
private vehicle when 
photo radar caught 
him speeding last Oc-
tober.

The Investigation 
Unit also disclosed 
that Cassidy was on 
duty at the time.

It was further al-
leged by the investi-

gators that the officer 
returned to his office 
and used the police 
computer to stop the 
speeding ticket from 
being issued.

Following the dis-
covery, Cassidy has 

been charged with 
unauthorized use of a 
computer, fraud and 
obstructing justice.

The embattled 
police officer is billed 
to appear in court in 
March.

globalnews.ca

By NCNC staff

An internal study 
from the Department 
of National Defense 
has disclosed that Ca-
nadian Armed Forces 
needs to nearly double 
the number of women 
it has been recruit-
ing in recent years to 
reach its clear-cut goal 
of having women rep-
resent one-quarter of 
all military personnel 

by 2026.
According to the 

study which was pre-

pared by Defense 
Research and Devel-
opment Canada, the 

military must recruit 
around 3,500 women 
each year to meet its 
own internal deadline.

Recall that over 
the past decade, the 
military has never 
recruited more than 
1,850 women in a 
single year. However, 
the study, which was 
done by the research 
arm of the department 
does not come to any 
conclusions about the 
possibility of meeting 
it targets, but the num-
bers suggest the Forces 
would hard-pressed to 
declare mission accom-
plished.

In an email made 
available to news-
men, Defence Depart-
ment spokesman Derek 
Abma said “Although 

there was a slight rise in 
the number and propor-
tion of women recruited 
into the CAF over the 
past three years, it has 
not reached a level nec-
essary to achieve the 
goal of having women 
represent 25 per cent of 
the CAF by 2026”.

According to re-
ports, the drive to grow 
female representation 
in the Forces stems 
grows from an order 
that chief of the de-
fence chief Gen. Jona-
than Vance delivered in 
February 2016, shortly 
after he took command 
of the military. Recall 
that the Vance had said 
he wanted one in four 
service members to be 
women within the next 
decade.

It was clarified that 
the directive was part of 
a broader push to have 
the military better re-
flect Canadian society 
and coincided with ef-
forts to eradicate sexual 
misconduct in the Forc-
es, which had recently 
been flagged as a sig-
nificant problem in the 
ranks.

However, official 
records have it that 
new figures show there 
has been only minimal 
progress in the inter-
vening four years. The 
records have it that 
as of last month, the 
percentage of those in 
uniform who are wom-
en have only grown 
from 15 per cent when 
Vance issued his order 
to 15.9 per cent.

www.yourerie.com
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KNOWING YOUR FINANCIAL RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES MATTERS

PREPAID CARDS OR SECURED CREDIT 
CARDS: WHICH OPTION IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

F I N A N C E                       P O E T R Y  C O R N E R

(NC) As financial 
consumers, Canadians 
are lucky. They benefit 
from strong consumer 
protection standards 
when dealing with fi-
nancial institutions.

This, of course, 
does not mean they 
should let their guards 
down. 

If you have ever 
ended up with a credit 
card you didn’t consent 
to, you know this first-
hand. You may have 
learned the hard way 

about the importance of 
knowing your financial 
rights and responsibili-
ties.

For example, a 
bank must obtain your 
express consent be-
fore issuing you one of 
their products, such as a 
credit card. And, if you 
provide consent orally, 
they must provide you 
with confirmation in 
writing of your consent 
without delay.

Moreover, banks 
must provide you with 

information, such as the 
interest rate and other 
fees associated with the 
card, that is clear, sim-
ple and not misleading. 
This information must 
be displayed in a written 
information box, which 
makes it clear what 
you’re signing up for.

As a consumer, 
you also have a respon-
sibility to take the time 
to read and understand 
any documents before 
you sign them, includ-
ing terms and condi-

(NC) At first 
glance, prepaid cards 
and secured credit 
cards have a lot in 
common. In real-
ity, though, they help 
you do very different 
things. While both can 
enable you to conve-
niently make purchas-
es, only one can help 
you build or repair 
your credit score.  

If you’re trying to 
decide between a pre-
paid or a secured credit 
card, consider which 
of these features are 
right for you.

PREPAID CARDS: 
To use a pre-

paid card, you must 
first load it with a set 
amount of money, 
which acts as your 
spending limit. It can 
be a great way to help 
you make online pur-
chases without using 
credit.

Because you’re 
using your own mon-
ey, a prepaid card will 
not improve your cred-
it score.

Prepaid cards can 
also come with fees. 
The card issuer may 
charge you a fee to 
activate your card, to 
make purchases, to 
check the balance, to 

withdraw money from 
an ATM, or to trans-
fer funds, all of which 
can lower the value of 
your prepaid card. 

SECURED CREDIT 
CARDS: 

Secured credit 
cards are designed to 
help you build or re-
build your credit score.

Your bank will 
require a security de-
posit before issuing 
you this type of credit 
card. Your credit limit 
is equal to or higher 
than your deposit, and 
it can range from hun-
dreds to thousands of 
dollars. You may also 
have to pay a one-time 
application or set-up 
fee. This fee is sepa-
rate from your security 
deposit. Be aware that 
you might not get it 
back if your applica-
tion is turned down.

Although you’re 
providing a deposit, 
you are also spend-
ing the bank’s money 

through credit when 
you use the card. 
Once you start using 
it, you’ll be expected 
to make monthly pay-
ments. If you don’t 
make your payments 
on time, you may ac-
cumulate interest and 
your bank may use 
your deposit to pay the 
money you owe. You’ll 
get your security de-
posit back when you 
close your account if 
you have no outstand-
ing payments.

Before you accept 
any card from your 
bank, make sure you 
read and understand 
all the fees, terms and 
conditions associated 
with it. Ask questions 
about anything you 
don’t understand. At 
the end of the day, it’s 
your credit, so make 
the choice that’s right 
for you.

Find more infor-
mation about your 
options at canada.ca/
money.

Ajay Oberoi

PAYDAY LОАN UЅАGЕ 
CОNTІNUЕЅ TО RІЅЕ 

Ten Tips to help 
you achieve your 
goals in 2020

4 WAYS TO WEAR 
FLANNEL THIS FALL

By Ajay Oberoi

Pауdау loans are 
an expensive wау fоr 
people to borrow fundѕ. 
Thе uѕе оf thеѕе short-
term, hіgh-соѕt loans has 
increased ѕіgnіfісаntlу in 
Canada rесеntlу fоr up to 
fоur percent оf Canadian 
hоuѕеhоldѕ. Thе Finan-
cial Consumer Agеnсу 
оf Cаnаdа (FCAC) іѕ thе 
greatest оrgаnіzаtіоn that 
has bееn tаѕkеd wіth 
rаіѕіng рublіс awareness 
аbоut thе соѕtѕ of, аnd 
alternatives to, рауdау 
lоаnѕ. 

Payday lоаnѕ are аn 
expensive wау tо bоrrоw 
mоnеу. Their соѕtѕ аrе 
tурісаllу bаѕеd on a set 
dоllаr аmоunt per $100 
borrowed. Mоrе tо thаt, 
bоrrоwеrѕ who саnnоt re-
pay their lоаnѕ in full аnd 
оn tіmе may fасе аddіtіоnаl 
fееѕ іnсludіng реnаltіеѕ 
аnd non-sufficient-funds 
charges, dеѕріtе the high 
соѕtѕ, mоrе Cаnаdіаnѕ 
аrе turnіng tо рауdау 
lоаnѕ hence саuѕіng the 
соntіnuеѕ rіѕе оf payday 
loans. 

Mаnу рауdау lоаn 
uѕеrѕ are unаwаrе оf 
the high соѕtѕ оf рауdау 
loans соmраrеd to thеіr 
аltеrnаtіvеѕ. 

Fеwеr thаn hаlf оf 
all Canadian inhabitants 
understand that a payday 
lоаn іѕ more еxреnѕіvе 

thаn available аltеrnаtіvеѕ. 
Thіѕ ѕuggеѕtѕ that mаnу 
dо nоt have ѕuffісіеnt 
knоwlеdgе tо соnѕіѕtеntlу 
make thе bоrrоwіng 
dесіѕіоnѕ thаt bеѕt serve 
thеіr financial wеll-bеіng. 

Onе of the rеаѕоnѕ 
thаt payday loan uѕеrѕ 
аrе unaware of the relative 
costs may bе thаt many 
аrе nоt сurrеntlу accessing 
alternatives. Mоrе thаn 60 
реrсеnt оf people suggest 
they dіd nоt have access 
tо a credit саrd соmраrеd 
to 13 percent оf Canadians 
gеnеrаllу аnd 88 percent 
suggested thеу did not 
have access tо a lіnе оf 
credit. Thіѕ соuld bе duе 
tо a соmbіnаtіоn оf fасtоrѕ. 
While ѕоmе bоrrоwеrѕ 
mау be unаwаrе of орtіоnѕ 
available аt traditional 
fіnаnсіаl іnѕtіtutіоnѕ, others 
mау hаvе bееn іnеlіgіblе 
fоr mоrе сrеdіt. 

 Mоѕt payday loan 
users reported borrow-
ing tо mееt uр bаѕіс ex-
penses. 

In this vіеw, аbоut 50 
реrсеnt оf people рrооfеd 
using рауdау lоаnѕ for 
unеxресtеd, nесеѕѕаrу 
еxреnѕеѕ ѕuсh аѕ саr re-
pairs, whіlе 45 percent 
uѕеd thеm fоr еxресtеd, 
necessary expenses ѕuсh 
аѕ utіlіtу bіllѕ. Cоmраrеd 
to thе general population, 
other individuals arе аlѕо 
substantially lеѕѕ likely 
tо hаvе ѕаvіngѕ. Thеѕе 
fіndіngѕ highlight the nееd 
fоr соnѕumеrѕ to increase 
lеvеlѕ of emergency sav-
ings, when fеаѕіblе, that 
саn bе ассеѕѕеd whеn 
hаvіng dіffісultу making 
еndѕ meet. 

Equally іmроrtаnt, 
FCAC wіll dеvеlор and pro-
mote соnѕumеr еduсаtіоn 
mаtеrіаl to assist consum-
ers іn undеrѕtаndіng the 
іmроrtаnсе оf mаіntаіnіng 
аn emergency fund. FCAC 
is аlѕо out to рrоmоtе 
rеѕоurсеѕ tо аѕѕіѕt 
consumers tо ассеѕѕ 
рrоfеѕѕіоnаl advice when 
thеу nееd аѕѕіѕtаnсе tо 
pay down debts. 

Summаrіlу, al-
though Canadians access 
рауdау loans for a vari-
ety of rеаѕоnѕ, thе lасk 
оf аwаrеnеѕѕ аnd under-
standing оf rеlаtіvе соѕtѕ 
likely аffесt thе decision 
tо uѕе thеѕе еxреnѕіvе 
рrоduсtѕ.  In case of you 
have credit or debt issues 
visit www.gtacredit.com or 
call 416 650 1100

tions. This kind of infor-
mation can be complex. 
So, if anything isn’t 
clear, ask questions.

Also, take the time 
to explore your options. 
In other words, shop 
around for your finan-
cial products and servic-
es. Most lenders will ne-
gotiate and even match 
the rates or fees of their 
competition, especially 
if you have done some 
homework and tell them 
what the competition is 
offering.

Shopping around 
is especially important 
when it comes to mort-
gages. We all know 
home ownership is 
probably the biggest in-
vestment most people 
will ever make, so take 
your time.

And if you think 
your financial rights 
have not been respect-

ed, take it up with your 
bank or lender. If the is-
sue continues, contact 
the Financial Consum-
er Agency of Canada, 
which is responsible for 
protecting consumers of 
financial services and 
products.

The government 

organization also pro-
vides a wealth of online 
information about your 
rights and responsibili-
ties when dealing with 
financial institutions 
and various financial 
products. Find more in-
formation at canada.ca/
money.

It’s a new year 
and a new decade and 
as its usual with so 
many of us, we start 
the year by making 
resolutions or goals. 
Resolutions to be bet-
ter, to quit bad habits, 
to work harder and 
so much more but 
unfortunately good 
intentions are never 
enough, as we so of-
ten fail to keep to our 
resolutions just after a 
few months. So how 
do we go about get-
ting it right in the year 
2020, well we have 
some tips that can help 
you realize your goals 
this year here goes:

1. Take it one step 
at a time e.g if you 
want to go from a size 
16 to a size 12, dont 
make size 12 your im-
mediate goal, take it 
gradually make size 
14 your target and 
when you are able to 
achieve that then you 
take it further until you 
get to your desired re-
sult, if you would like 
to read a book every 
week divide the book 
into chapters per day. 
In other words, break 
down your goals into 
separate smaller mile-
stones, things will 
look so much easier, 
and you will feel the 
same level of achieve-
ment upon conquering 
every step.

2.  Don’t make 
vague goals or hard 
resolutions. According 
to Psychology Today, 
most New Year reso-
lutions fail because 

goals set are too vague 
or too hard to achieve, 
so keep it simple

3. Write down 
your resolutions or 
goals and put it some-
where you can see it 
often. It is easier to 
achieve if its written 
down and viewed of-
ten. So don’t just keep 
it in your head or heart 
as the case maybe. If 
you would like to start  
college this year. Rent 
a graduation gown, 
take a picture with it 
and post it on your 
bedroom or bathroom 
mirror the more you 
see it the more you 
can see what your end 
result will be and that 
will motivate you.

4. Improve your-
self. Nobody is a 
100% there’s always 
space for more so if 
your desire is to earn 
more money in 2020, 
or take your career to 
a higher level then 
self improvement is a 
must – Learn a skill, 
take online courses 
there are so many free 
online courses these 
days and the ones that 
cost money are not all 
that expensive so up-
grade yourself as this 
will help you improve 
your value and worth, 
gain higher income 
and get more value 
out of life.

5. Be hungry. You 
will achieve your aims 
or resolutions if you’re 
hungry enough. Be 
hungry for success; 
be hungry for a better 
standard of living

6. Is there a habit 
you want to stop this 
year? Then educate 
yourself on the pros 
and cons of that hab-
it e.g do you want to 
stop smoking? Then 
educate yourself on 
the benefits and harms 
of smoking. That could 
help you decide when 
you see the harm such 
habit could do to you 
and your loved ones.

7. Join a support 
group e.g a writers 
club might help if you 
want to write a book 
this year, join an aero-
bics class if you want 
to exercise more, join 
alcoholics anonymous 
if you want to quit be-
ing an alcoholic, join a 
church or a bible study 
group if your desire is 
to know God more

8. Get a mentor 
- get yourself a role 
model, someone who 
has walked the road 
or is walking the road 
you want to walk and 
learn from him or her

9. Don’t give up. 
If you fail, don’t resign 
yourself to fate, don’t 
be discouraged, pick 
yourself up and try 
one more time.

10. Lastly believe 
in yourself, have faith 
in your abilities ac-
cording to Roy T. Ben-
nett: ‘’Believe in your-
self. You are braver 
than you think, more 
talented than you 
know, and capable of 
more than you imag-
ine’’. 

Here’s to your 
success in 2020!!!

(NC) Flannel is a 
Canadian staple for ev-
ery wardrobe, his or 
hers. Why? Because 
there aren’t many oc-
casions you can’t show 
up to in a good flan-
nel shirt. Here are easy 
ways to wear the style 
this season:  

LAYERING: 
Not sure what the 

forecast holds? Pair 
your flannel over a 
long sleeve and under a 
leather jacket. You can 
also sub out leather for 
a jean jacket if you’re 
feeling extra country.  

ICONIC DUO: 
See above – flan-

nel and denim. This 
combination is about as 
common as the Cana-
dian tuxedo, and just as 
timeless. In many ways, 
jeans are our unofficial 
uniform and that’s why 
Mark’s is always on the 
lookout for quality den-
im that look good day 
in and day out, no mat-
ter what you put them 
through. Available in 
a range of washes and 

fits, from regular to ath-
letic to slim, you’ll be 
sure to find jeans that 
are effortlessly cool and 
easy to live in. 

DRESS IT UP: 
There are always 

casual Fridays, but 
what about the rest of 
the weekday grind? 
Tuck your flannel into a 
pencil skirt or ankle pant 
or keep things business 
casual by pairing flan-
nel with your favou-
rite chinos and a dress 
shoe. Both options can 
take you from the office 
right out to date night. 

Around the waist: 

Two words: stylish and 
simple. Recreating this 
look only requires an 
undershirt and a flan-
nel. The best part? If 
you get cold, unwrap 
the flannel from your 
waist and use it as an 
over piece.  

How do you flan-
nel? Rolled sleeves, 
patterns, tucked in or 
buttoned up? Check 
out the quality crafted 
assortment of men’s 
and women’s flannel at 
Mark’s. This season’s 
collection is made to 
wear all ways, always, 
with quality, style and 
innovation. 

Andre_Paul_Pinces_2016

Buckingham Bastion 
Gawked through a 
perched window, 
Into middle of city; 
downtown perhaps. 
Freedom and indepen-
dence, he craved.
Jaded of cossecting and 
seclusion. 

She alighted the lofty 
pinnacle, 
The imperial pastry of 
majesty.
Striding to the big fac-
tual world,
From the cloud of a 
utopia height. 

Crown and monarch 
sent on errand.
Never explain, might 
not complain.
The trouble of the poor 
to feel,
The pants of the peck-
ish to reel.

The dark sides of light, 
opaque!
The palate of sun’s 
scorches 
And the dreaded cold of 
winter.
Hardest choice made in 
Sussex. 

Vacate the proletariat’ 
perspiration,
Gambles from fortress 
to boulevards,
Regal codes and colors 
hanged in closets,
A surprise that 
croushed the queen. 

Voyage to a branded 
wilderness, 
May be delighted in my 
privacy, 
The quirky turn of his-
tory and culture, 
Adieu! Royalty and 
dynasty. 

Kolapo (Kola) 
Abdul

- Kola / Jan. 25, 2020
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WITH THIS RING

DOES MONEY BUY HAPPINESS? PASSION PDP HOLDS NATIONAL PROTEST OVER SUPREME 
COURT VERDICT ON IMO

TIPS ON HIRING 
A LAWYER

Pastor Taiwo 
Odubiyi

By Stanley Ugagbe 

Again, it was another 
uproar in the nation 

as the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) recently held 
a national peaceful protest 
against the verdict of the 
Supreme Court that nulli-
fied the election of Emeka 
Ihedioha as the governor of 
Imo state.

Recall that the na-
tion’s apex court, in what 
has been adjudged by ana-
lyst as an unpredictable 
judgment, sacked Ihedioha 
as the winner of the 2019 
governorship election and 
declared candidate of the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Hope Uzodinma 
who came fourth during the 
election as the winner.

Following the verdict, 
the PDP stormed the streets 
in a peaceful protest, calling 
on the supreme court to re-
view and reverse the judg-
ment. 

All PDP members that 
participated in the protest 
wore black T-shirts and 
Black baseball caps with 
the inscription “Save The 
Judiciary. Save Democracy 
in Nigeria.”

National chairman of 
PDP, Uche Secondus, while 
addressing the protest-
ers, said the PDP was not 
against the justices of the 
Supreme Court but noted 
that “as human beings 
when you make a mistake 
be human enough to cor-
rect such mistakes.”

The leader urged the 
Apex Court panel of justices 
to revisit, review as well as 
reverse the judgement as, 
“the figures did not add up.”

According to Secon-
dus, “We are at the Three 
Arms Zone – the Executive 
is hearing us, the judiciary 
is hearing and also the Par-
liament is hearing us from 

here, and also the entire 
world.

“Today, we are here, 
very peaceful, non-violent 
protest and demonstration 
to show that we are all Ni-
gerians. PDP is the most 
peaceful party, and the larg-
est party and well organised 
party in Africa.

“I want to congratu-
late you all for coming from 
all the nooks and crannies 
of this country, peace-
fully to register our protest. 
We’re here, under one God, 
under one nation, our na-
tion is under the rule of law.

“We are a nation gov-
erned by law, therefore, all 
we are seeking today is for 
our very highly respected 
jurists at the highest court of 
the land, we’re not against 
you, we’re against the error. 
And by the special grace of 
God, I know you will revisit 
the error.

“And all we are say-
ing is that for you to re-
view this error because the 
figures are not adding up. 
We therefore, call on the 
leadership of the judiciary, 
to please, we are all human 
beings. God is the highest. 
We know that they wor-
ship God, all of us worship 
God, to revisit and reverse 
the Imo State judgement 
because we believe that the 
figures are not adding up.

“That’s why we’re 
here so that the world will 
hear us. We are a demo-
cratic nation, and therefore, 
all democratic nations of the 
world are hearing us – Unit-
ed States, United Kingdom, 
even the United Nations, 
the African Union and 
ECOWAS. We believe that 
people at the highest court 
of the land will hear our cry 
today, and revisit, review, 
and if possible, reverse, the 
judgement.

He added that “That 

is justice that will be done, 
not only to the people of 
Imo State but for Nigerians 
who are crying. This is time 
to show courage. The ex-
ecutive arm of government 
should stop interfering in 
the judiciary. Security agen-
cies, stop interfering”.

On his part, vice presi-
dential candidate of PDP in 
the 2019 presidential elec-
tion, Peter Obi, said, “I’m 
speaking here, not just as 
one of the leaders of PDP 
but one of the beneficiaries 
PDP being in government 
for 16 years of doing what 
is right.

“I was a minority 
party, I won election and 
PDP did not intervene…I 
went to court, PDP did not 
intervene. I benefited from 
it. Adams Oshiomhole 
wouldn’t have been gover-
nor; he wouldn’t have been 
beneficiary of judiciary if 
PDP did what APC is doing 
today. He benefited from it.

“So as a beneficiary, 
I am appealing to the judi-
ciary to save this country. 
What happened in Imo 
State is enough to kill our 
democracy. Let us ensure 
that the judiciary is the last 
hope of the common man. 
My appeal to APC, please, 
do not kill this democracy”, 
Obi said.

It would also be re-
called that after the verdict, 
the PDP had in swift state-
ment by its national pub-
licity secretary, said it “is 
surprised at the judgment 
of the Supreme Court on 
the Imo state governorship 
election describing it as yet 
another very sad commen-
tary on our nation’s demo-
cratic order”.

“The Party finds it dif-
ficult to understand how 
Senator Hope Uzodinma/
APC, who came 4th in the 
March 9, 2019 governor-

ship election, with just 
96,458 votes, will sud-
denly, by the token of the 
judgment of the Supreme 
Court, defeat Gov Emeka 
Ihedioha/PDP that scored 
276,404 votes.

“In fact, the PDP and 
indeed, most Nigerians are 
still at a loss as to under-
stand the basis upon which 
the Supreme Court arrived 
at its decision.

“The party says it is 
lamentable that the destiny 
of the people of Imo state is 
being taken from the gov-
ernor they chose and voted 
for and handed over to indi-
viduals and a political party 
that do not have their bless-
ing and mandate and which 
they rejected at the election.

“The people of Imo 
state are now confronted 
with the challenge of hav-
ing a government that they 
cannot identify with and 
which cannot connect with 
them, having not emanated 
from them.

“Moreover, all the 
gains, including the de-
velopment and stabil-
ity already achieved by the 
people-based government, 
under Governor Emeka Ihe-
dioha/PDP administration 
in the state are now heavily 
jeopardized.

“Indeed, the mournful 
and despondent ambience 
that now pervades in Imo 
state is a loud testimony 
that the judgment did not 
reflect the expectation of 
the people of Imo state as 
expressed at the polls.

“While recogniz-
ing that the judgment of 
the Supreme Court is final, 
the PDP however urges all 
party stakeholders in the 
state to remain united and 
calm, and await further in-
struction from the national 
leadership on this very sad 
development.”

If you need a lawyer, you 
should be aware of what 

a good one can do for you. 
They will carefully review 
your legal issue and con-
sider all the options that 
are available to you. Once 
you have decided on a 
course of action, the law-
yer will explain all the fees 
that will be involved and 
will give you a fee agree-
ment in writing.

Don’t be intimidated 
by the thought of hiring a 
lawyer. Their job is to help 
you find the best solution 
to your legal issue.  Here 
are some examples of 
when it’s best to hire a 
lawyer:

You were in a car 
accident, slip and fall, or 
other accident and suf-
fered an injury.

You were accused of 
a crime, DUI, or other vio-
lation.

You’re facing a fami-
ly problem such as divorce 
or child custody dispute.

If any of these fac-
tors sound like you, you 
should consider talking 
with several lawyers be-
fore choosing one.

When finding a law-
yer, they will be base their 
fees on several factors 
such as the lawyer’s over-
head costs, their reputa-
tion in the field, your le-
gal issue, and what other 
lawyers might charge for 
similar advice. Your law-
yer can explain the billing 
structure to you and also 
any legal terms you might 
not understand.

The most common 
legal fees are as follows:

C o n t i n g e n c y 
fee:  Cases involving per-
sonal injury, product li-
ability, class actions, and 
insurance claims are often 
done on a contingency 
basis, where the lawyer 
charges a  fee based on a 

percentage of the money 
the client wins in a law-
suit. If no money is recov-
ered, the lawyer generally 
collects no fee.

FLAT FEE:
 This is a fixed fee  for all 
work regardless of the 
time involved. This meth-
od of billing is often used 
for specific transactions 
such as incorporating a 
business or purchasing a 
house. Some lawyers also 
use a flat fee for specific 
types of court appearanc-
es, such as defending a 
client on a minor criminal 
charge.

HOURLY RATE:
 This popular form of pay-
ment is broadly applied 
by lawyers to cover costs 
associated with time spent 
on the phone, in meetings, 
doing research, preparing 
documents, dealing with 
correspondence, appear-
ing in court, and anything 
else involving your file. 
Hourly rates usually re-
flect the lawyer’s skill and 
experience — senior law-
yers charge more per hour 
than lawyers who are just 
starting out in practice.

You will also need to 
understand the following 
terms when talking to a 
legal representative:

CONSULTATION: 
This is an initial conversa-
tion with a lawyer, during 
which the client reveals 
the basics about their legal 
dilemma and the lawyer 
decides whether or not to 
take the case. Most law-
yers offer this discussion 
free of charge.

RETAINER: 
This is an upfront fee the 
lawyer charges in order to 
take the case.  Your law-
yer will submit accounts 

to you, which will be paid 
from the retainer.
Engagement letter:  Is a 
written notice confirming 
the terms of the engage-
ment between a legal rep-
resentative and their cli-
ent that  statesthe client’s 
goals and the specific legal 
services that they will re-
ceive from the lawyer or 
paralegal.
Disbursements:  These  are 
expenses incurred by your 
lawyer on your behalf 
such as government fees, 
court filing fees, courier 
charges, photocopying 
costs or fees paid for ex-
pert reports from people 
such as doctors or engi-
neers. You are responsible 
for these expenses and 
they will be included in 
your legal bill.
Some people may already 
know a lawyer or may be 

referred to one through a 
friend or family member. 
While this is a good way 
to find a lawyer, some-
times you will need a law-
yer with specialist skills 
and experience. This is 
where the  FindLaw Law-
yer Directory  can help. 
You can use our database 
to find a lawyer by loca-
tion and legal issue.
Ask about fees before 
you schedule a meeting. 
The initial conversation 
with a lawyer should help 
you decide whether they 
will be the best person to 
help with your case. Write 
down any answers you 
receive so you can com-
pare them with any other 
lawyers you may choose 
to meet with.

Questions you might 
want to ask a lawyer:

Have they handled similar 
cases previously with suc-
cess?
What are the terms of the 
lawyer fee agreement?
What is the range of pos-
sible outcomes for your 
case, including rough esti-
mates of time and cost?
Will your case be a prior-
ity for the lawyer: do they 
have enough time to de-
vote?
Can the lawyer provide ref-
erences from other clients?
Additional information 
available through your 
provincial law society
You may contact the law 
society in your province or 
territory to confirm a law-
yer or licensed paralegal 
is entitled to provide legal 
services. This will help you 
make an informed decision 
on whether or not the per-
son you are thinking of 

hiring is right for you.
Your local law society 
can inform you about the 
status of the lawyer or li-
censed paralegal, includ-
ing:
if s/he is currently provid-
ing legal services
whether there are restric-
tions on his/her practice-
the nature of those restric-
tions, if applicable whether 
the lawyer or paralegal’s 
licence is currently sus-
pended.
You may also ask about 
the licensee’s discipline 
history, including:
findings of professional 
misconduct or conduct 
unbecoming a licensee 
details of orders result-
ing from those findings 
whether there are any li-
cence restrictions.

www.findlaw.ca

By Pastor Taiwo Odubiyi

Continued from the 
last issue

“Your pastor as well?” 
Albert asked Grace and 
made a sound under his 
breath. “Look, you and I 
need to meet first and talk 
before I see any of them.” 

 
“For what?”
“We need to talk. Let’s 

meet tomorrow and after-
wards I can meet with who-
ever you want.” 

“It may not be neces-
sary.”

“Then I’m not meeting 
with any of your folks.” He 
said firmly.

“Look Albert, I’ve 
been dealing with you as 
a Christian, not a lawyer. 
Don’t push me too far!” 

“What are you talk-
ing about? I hope you are 
not threatening me? I don’t 
take kindly to threats -” 

Grace heard her moth-
er’s door open as she replied 
Albert, “And I don’t take 
kindly to irresponsible men 
who impregnate girls and 
cry foul!”

 “Men who impreg-
nate girls? Someone would 
think that I forced you or 
held a gun to your head. 
You are funny!” 

“You chose the ac-
tion, why can’t you choose 
the consequences of the ac-
tion?” She said, quoting her 
father.

“Call me when you are 
calm and ready to talk with 
me so we can fix dates to 
meet your family and pas-
tor!” Albert told her.

“You don’t need to see 
me. Go ahead and say -” 

The line went off in 
her ears.

Ibie asked her, “Was 
that Albert?”

“Yes.”
“Don’t quarrel with 

him. The important thing 
now is to move forward. 
Why does he want to meet 
with you?”

 “I don’t know.”
 “See him and hear 

what he has to say.” Ibie 
said and shrugged. “That’s 
my opinion.” 

Later in her room, 
Grace sent a text message 
to Albert. 

When can u meet with 
my pastor & family?

 He replied. 
When can you meet 

with me? 2moro? 
She replied. 
Ok. Tomorrow evening 
He replied. 
Ok. 
They agreed to meet at 

one of the restaurants they 
had been to before which 
was near her office. 

The next day in the 
evening, Albert called her 
that he was there and she 
came. As soon as she en-
tered the restaurant that 
was on the first floor of an 

office building, she spotted 
him where he was at the 
rear of the room. As she 
walked over to meet him, 
she noticed a full length co-
loured portrait of the couple 
who owned the restaurant 
in a corner.

 
**********
“Hello.” Albert said to 

Grace as she slipped into the 
second seat. 

There was a can of 
soft drink and a glass cup in 
front of Albert.  

A large window was 
by their seat which looked 
down on the parking lot of 
Bea Amusement Park, and 
they could see the few cars 
left there.

 “Will you like some-
thing to eat?” He asked.

“No.” 
A waiter appeared and 

Albert ordered a bottle of soft 
drink and snacks for her. 

When the waiter was 
out of earshot, she asked 
Albert rudely, “Why am I 
here?” She folded her arms 
across her chest. 

Deciding to ignore her 
rudeness, he told her, “Well, 
as I told you the last time, 
I will support you and do 
whatever I need to do con-
cerning this baby.”

“You now realise that 
it’s a baby because Rich-
ard spoke with you?” She 
arched her eyebrows higher. 

“It’s not really because 
he spoke with me.” He 
paused and then went on. 
“Well, what he said actually 
got me thinking. Donald’s 
wife put to bed that day. 
When I went to the hospital 
to see her and saw the baby, 
I realised that … I shouldn’t 
have asked you to kill the 
baby in your womb.”

 He stopped and wait-
ed for Grace to talk but she 
didn’t. She was looking at 
him as if she didn’t know 
what to make of his story. 

He spoke again. “How 
have you been?”

“How have I been? 
How do you think I’ve 
been?” She asked angrily. 
Then, baring her teeth in a 
false smile, she said, “Oh, 
I’m very fine, thank you.” 

“Please don’t start 
that, Grace!” He said, frown-
ing at her sarcasm.

“Don’t start what? So, 
it hasn’t occurred to you to 
apologise or something?”

 “Apologise?” He 
asked, then sighed and said, 
“Alright, I apologise.”

She looked away.
The waiter returned, 

placing the drink and a plate 
of snacks in front of Grace.

When he left, Albert 
spoke. “I don’t want my 
child to grow up and feel 
that I rejected him or her. I’m 
not irresponsible.”  

Glaring at him, she 
snorted. “You have a funny 
way of showing that.”

 “Grace, I’m not here 
to fight, okay? Besides, I’m 
tired. I’ve had a busy day. 
Could you please calm down 
so we can talk and figure 
things out for the sake of 
this child? I thought that 
was what you wanted.”

She looked away. 
After some seconds of 

silence, he smiled and said, 
“I’m sure this will make you 
happy. It’s funny but I love 
this baby already and I’m 
looking forward to seeing 
him or her.”

She knew the feeling 
as she felt the same way.

When she still didn’t 
talk, he spoke again, “Grace, 
what’s going on?”

“Nothing.”
Albert smiled. “I know 

by now that when a woman 
says nothing, it means a lot 
is going on. Don’t behave 
like a typical woman. If 
there’s something on your 
mind you want us to talk 
about, let me know. You 
said you wanted to keep 
the baby and I’ve told you 
that we are in it together 
but you’re still not talking to 
me. I can’t read your mind. I 
won’t know how I can help 
if you don’t tell me.”

She inhaled.
“Grace?”
She hissed and finally 

said, “I’m just upset about 
the whole matter.” 

“I know the feeling.” 
He said and sighed.

 ********** 
“I made a huge, big 

mistake.” Grace added.  
“I have to agree with 

you on that. I didn’t think 
this far.” 

“You didn’t think at 
all.” 

“We didn’t think at 
all.” He corrected her. 

“I have to agree with 
you.” She said and smiled. 

He chuckled. “I’m 
happy we’re able to agree 
on some things. But why 
did you first say nothing?”

 She smiled again.
 “I’d like us to be hon-

est and open with each 
other. If there’s something 
on your mind you don’t like, 
tell me , and I’ll do likewise.” 

(To be continued)

This story is from the 
novel - With This Ring by 
Taiwo Iredele Odubiyi

To read this novel and 
other books by the same 
author, please visit:
www.amazon.com
m.okadabooks.com
www.pastortaiwoodubiyi.
org

By ’Nimi Akinkugbe

The constant message re-
layed in our materialistic 
society that money is the 
most important thing in our 
lives and the constant de-
sire for more, have had far 
reaching consequences for 
our societal value system 
and morals. This unend-
ing pursuit of money has 
damaged family relation-
ships, the environment 
and global socio-economic 
systems.

Sadly, in our con-
sumption-driven society 
many of us have come to 
believe that all our wor-
ries would be solved if we 
have more money. Indeed, 
wealth has become the ul-
timate measure of who we 
are, and we have become 
defined by it. Chasing af-
ter money for its own sake 
can damage our value sys-
tem, and we pay for it in 
time, health, and stress.

What does money 
mean to you?  Do you 
have a healthy relation-
ship with your money? Do 
you worship it? Or do you 
use it as a tool to achieve 
your goals? Does your 
life depend on it? Would 
you do anything, to get it? 
What really matters to you? 
What really does make you 
feel happy and fulfilled?

It is important to un-
derstand your own money 
personality and to put it in 
the right perspective. The 
ways in which you make 
money and how you spend 
it reveal a lot about your 
personality. This relates to 
the emotional aspects of 
money such as needs, val-
ues, relationship choices, 
feelings about earning and 
career choices, spending, 
saving, and investing. Is-
sues of control, security, 
self-esteem, and a sense of 
well-being are always evi-
dent when money matters 
come up.

What do you need? 
Abraham Maslow was an 
American psychologist best 
known for his theory of the 
“hierarchy of needs” which 
he developed in the mid-
1900s. This model served 
as a tool for understand-
ing human motivation and 
development. He identified 
five levels of human needs 
that must be satisfied by 
one’s own environment in 
order for an individual to 
reach his or her full poten-
tial.

Maslow’s pyramid 
illustrates human needs 
stacked in layers with 
physiological needs at the 
base of the pyramid which 
involves the most basic 
needs; that is, what a per-
son needs to stay alive, 
such as air, water, food, 
sleep, warmth, shelter and 
hygiene. At the second 
level, Maslow places safe-
ty, security, employment, 
money and financial sta-
bility, and good health. By 

the fifth and highest level, 
human beings seek self-ac-
tualisation and fulfilment. 
We have the desire and 
the ability to grow; doing 
something that makes life 
complete such as support-
ing a cause or following a 
calling to realise personal 
potential or seeking per-
sonal growth.

Why doesn’t the lu-
crative promotion or the 
brand-new mansion in the 
best part of town keep us 
swathed in a permanent 
state of happiness? We like 
to think that if we just had 
a little bit more money, 
we would be happier, but 
once we attain that goal, 
something still seems to be 
missing. It appears that the 
more money we have, the 
more we want; but buy-
ing the car, boat, or bike of 
our dreams will only bring 
transient joy instead of a 
deep, lasting sense of ful-
filment. We tend to overes-
timate how much pleasure 
we will get from having 
more money.

Certainly, earning 
more makes us happy 
in the short term, but we 
quickly adjust to a new 
lifestyle and all it brings. 
Naturally, there is a thrill 
in having that shiny new 
car, but soon most of us 
get used to it and start 
wanting the newer, more 
powerful model. Having 
made a special purchase, 
we immediately dream of 
acquiring the better, “lat-
est” version. Scientists call 
it ‘the hedonic treadmill’ – 
and many people spend far 
too much time on it.

Professor Emeritus 
Lord Richard Layard, Di-
rector of The Centre for 
Economic Performance at 
the London School of Eco-
nomics, in his book ‘Hap-
piness: Lessons from the 
New Science’, discusses 
the relationship between 
happiness and rising stan-
dards of wealth.

A critic of consumer 
society and the all-con-
suming pursuit of money, 
he suggests that we even-
tually get trapped on the 
“hedonic treadmill”: Our 
happiness begins to wane 
as we start to take the new 
positive changes in our life 
for granted.

Money can bring hap-
piness but for the most part 
it is temporary. A dramatic 
change in wealth such as 
the move from abject pov-
erty to financial security 

can significantly increase 
happiness, but satisfac-
tion will be transient; its 
effect will only last until 
the beneficiary gets used 
to the new status. Layard 
argues that once poverty 
and discomfort have been 
eliminated, extra income is 
much less important than 
human relationships. So 
how do we step off that 
hedonic treadmill?

Having spent sev-
eral years interacting with 
people with various levels 
of wealth, I am convinced 
that money does not in it-
self create or sustain hap-
piness. It certainly buys 
very nice things and does 
improve the quality of life 
and a standard of living. 
Yes, money is important, 
as it helps you to pay your 
bills, to educate your chil-
dren, support your family 
and so on; but if you rely 
upon it as the key to hap-
piness, it can be illusory as 
it does not always address 
life’s real issues, such as, 
concern for your family, 
problems in relationships, 
and work-related stress.

Money can buy food, 
shelter, education, and ex-
periences, and it pays for 
health care and day-to-day 
comforts.

Of course, if you 
don’t have enough money 
to send your children to 
school, can’t provide for 
your elderly parents, or 
can’t afford costly surgery 
that can alleviate the pain 
from an old injury, it would 
be hard to be happy. In that 
sense, money can buy hap-
piness by eliminating some 
worries and bringing quick 
relief to financial concerns.

Beyond that, longer-
term happiness is depen-
dent upon your personal-
ity and on realising how 
fortunate you are to have 
the things that truly matter 
in life: a strong relationship 
with God, a loving family, 
good reliable friends, good 
health for yourself and your 
loved ones, a fulfilling and 
secure job, a thriving busi-
ness, a safe environment, 
moral values, and freedom. 
Next to these things all the 
money in the world pales 
into insignificance.

HAPPINESS COMES 
FROM GIVING

Having money is a 
great responsibility because 
it enables one to do things 
for others. Material posses-
sions eventually lose their 
sparkle then beg to be re-
placed. Yet, one can make 
transformational gifts by 
helping others and even 
shaping or saving lives. It is 
through generosity that one 
can attain the best relation-
ship with money. By decid-
ing to make a difference in 
someone else’s life, you can 
give much more meaning to 
your own. The joy that this 
brings is by far the most 
lasting form of happiness.

’Nimi Akinkugbe

https://findlaw.ca/find-a-lawyer/
https://findlaw.ca/find-a-lawyer/
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GROWING CANNABIS? MAKE SURE 
YOUR INSURANCE COVERS YOU

RENT OR BUY YOUR HOME? 
4 THINGS TO CONSIDERCREATING AN ENVIRONMENT FOR 

STUDENT SUCCESS: TIPS FOR PARENTS
TIPS ON HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD MANAGE 
A LEARNING DISABILITY IN THE CLASSROOM

CORD-CUTTING GUIDE: HOW TO FINALLY 
DITCH YOUR CABLE TV SUBSCRIPTION

WHAT YOU NEED FOR A SUCCESSFUL 
FIRE SAFETY PLANCHURCH PREMISES

FOR RENT
We are looking for a growing church to share our place of 
worship space. Everything you need for a church in one 
location. Perfect for growing or established a church. Rental 
space includes Sanctuary, Children rooms, washrooms, 
kitchen area, and all utilities like chairs, musical equipment 
included with ample parking.

- Various times available during weekdays 
- Available after 3pm on Saturdays & Sundays

Conveniently located just off Finch & Weston rd. Our facility is 
professionally cleaned, well maintained, and maybe a good 
fit for your church, conference, recital, or other events. Please 
come in and have a view or request for pictures. Thanks

For more information: 
Senior Pastor: 416-562-6714

Email: greatpastors@yahoo.ca
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(NC) Since canna-
bis legalization last year, 
you can now legally 
grow up to four can-
nabis plants per house-
hold in all provinces ex-
cept for Manitoba and 
Quebec. According to a 
recent survey, nearly a 
fifth of Canadians with 
home insurance said 
growing legal cannabis 
in their homes would 
not affect their home in-
surance policy, and that 
their cannabis is cov-
ered. But, that’s not the 
whole truth.

While many home-
owners are aware that 
their policy covers their 
plants, some may be 
unaware of all the spe-
cifics. Here’s some key 
points to keep in mind:

RULES MAY VARY 
DEPENDING ON 
YOUR PROVINCE.

 Some insurance 
providers, such as be-
lairdirect, have a $500 
limit on recreational 
cannabis products un-
der your home insur-
ance policy in certain 
provinces. Many pro-
viders also don’t cover 
plants growing out-
doors. These rules are 
different in Quebec 
though, where the max-
imum amount covered 

depends on the type of 
policy you have and 
other limitations that 
may apply. It’s impor-
tant for homeowners to 
check their policies and 
ask their agent if they 
have any concerns.

YOU’RE AT A 
HIGHER RISK OF 
DAMAGES. 

Homeowners need 
to be aware of the pos-
sible increased risk 
of theft or fire when 
growing or consum-
ing cannabis at home, 
which can affect insur-
ance premiums. Just 
like smoking cigarettes, 
smoking cannabis in 
or around your home 
could increase your 
risk of a fire, which 
could negatively impact 
your home insurance. 
If you’re a smoker, re-
member to let your in-
surer know.

CONSIDER THE 
IMPACT ON AUTO 
INSURANCE, TOO. 

Drug - impa i r ed 
driving is against the 
law in Canada. As with 
drunk driving, police 
can use field sobriety 
tests and drug-screen-
ings to check for im-
paired driving. If some-
one is caught driving 
while high, they’ll face 
legal penalties and there 
will be repercussions for 
their car insurance as 
well.

Legal or not, there 
are plenty of cannabis 
factors that can affect 
your home insurance. 
Always remember to 
exercise caution, priori-
tize safety, and call your 
insurer when in doubt 
to make sure you’re 
covered. You can find 
even more useful tips 
for fully understanding 
your policy at belairdi-
rect.com.   

(NC) Emergen-
cies can happen in 
a matter of minutes 
and are typically a 
surprise. House fires 
are just one example 
where every minute 
counts. It’s important 
to have a safety plan 
in place to be sure 
your entire family is 
prepared.

Getting your 
family out of danger 
is priority number 
one and with a clear 
plan of action, you 
can ensure you and 
your loved ones are 
safe. Here are some 
important things to 
consider when creat-

ing a successful fire 
safety plan.

Do a walk-
through: A walk-
through will help you 
map out the best es-
cape routes so the en-
tire family is aware of 
where to go and how 
to get out safely.

Pick a meeting 
place: If you can’t 
get to all your fam-
ily members or are 
separated, make sure 
you have identified a 
meeting spot where 
everyone can reunite.

Let others know 
you have a pet: If your 
pet is home alone and 
a fire starts, make sure 

people know they are 
there. PetSmart sug-
gests placing signs or 
stickers at entrances 
of your home indicat-
ing you have a pet to 
emergency personnel.   

Do a practice run: 
Going through the 
motions will help ev-
eryone remember the 
plan and provide an 
opportunity to notice 
any issues. Practicing 
in the day will allow 
everyone to see their 
surroundings and un-
derstand the terrain, 
whereas night drills 
will test them when 
there is a lack of vis-
ibility.

(NC) Arguments 
for each option con-
stantly change de-
pending on market 
conditions, govern-
ment regulations and 
financial factors. 
Many don’t realize 
that there are actually 
some in-between op-
tions as well. To find 
the path that’s best 
for you, make sure 
you consider these 
factors which are of-
ten overlooked in the 
“traditional” debate.

LOCATION, 
LOCATION, 
LOCATION.

According to the 
National Bank of 
Canada, for the first 
time in years, it is 
officially cheaper to 
rent versus buy in 
Canada. This means 
that nationwide, av-
erage rent payments 
are lower than aver-
age mortgage pay-
ments. However, 
these costs vary 
widely from place 
to place. In some lo-
cations (especially 
seasonal hot-spots 
and tourist areas), 
rents can spike much 
higher. Make sure 
you look at mortgage 
and rental rates from 
your specific area and 
don’t let hype from 
other locations throw 

you off.

KNOW YOUR 
LONG-TERM 
PLAN. 

Time is a big fac-
tor in the rent/buy 
decision. If you’re 
planning to stay put, 
buying is likely to be 
a good option. But 
if you know you’ll 
be moving around 
(or just aren’t sure), 
renting will likely of-
fer you better flex-
ibility and save you 
the costs (legal fees, 
agent fees, etc.) and 
headaches (staging 
and showing a home, 
transaction hiccups) 
of buying and selling.

FACTOR IN THE 
“HIDDEN” COSTS. 

Taxes are inevita-
ble, yet many people 
forget to factor them 
into their decision. A 
nice perk of renting 
is that you likely will 
not be responsible 

for property taxes, so 
won’t be caught off-
guard by tax hikes. 
If you plan to buy, 
make sure you’ve 
researched tax rates 
in your area. They 
vary widely and can 
and have a huge im-
pact on your monthly 
budget. Purchasing a 
house can sometimes 
trigger a tax reassess-
ment, so don’t just go 
by what the previous 
owner paid. Make 
sure you’re prepared 
to pay tax on the sale 
price of your house. 
Also consider insur-
ance and mainte-
nance costs — ten-
ant insurance is often 
less expensive than 
homeowner insur-
ance, and owning a 
home means you’ll 
need to keep it in 
good shape.

CONSIDER THE 
“IN-BETWEEN” 
OPTIONS.

 Although it cur-
rently has a low pro-
file, land-lease home-
ownership is growing 
in popularity and of-
fers a more affordable 
option for buying 
a home. In a land-
lease arrangement, 
you purchase your 
home while leasing 
the land on which 
it sits. This provides 
the perks of owning 
a home (like home 
equity), while reduc-
ing the cost of your 
mortgage. Land-lease 
communities such 
as those offered by 
Parkbridge also tend 
to offer amenities and 
social activities that 
you likely won’t find 
with a rental.

www.zoocasa.com

www.cbc.ca

(NC) With a new 
calendar year starting 
and the kids getting 
back into the swing of 
things after the holi-
days, it’s the perfect 
time to make sure 
your children are set 
up for learning. Tips to 
help transition back to 
school and create a pro-
ductive and supportive 
environment for suc-
cess include:

1. PLAN AHEAD 
AND PLAN OFTEN:

 Use a smartphone 
calendar to keep track 
of classes, assignments, 
projects and exams. 
Create “sub-deadlines” 
to break long assign-
ments and projects into 
more manageable parts.

2. GET UP AND GO:
 As students ad-

just back into the daily 
routine, which can be 
difficult, it can be even 

more challenging for 
students living with 
ADHD, whose symp-
toms can impact almost 
all aspects of their day 
and evening. Establish 
a schedule that maps 
out the time you need to 
accomplish each task.

3. LEARN TO 
LEARN:

 Take some time to 
think about how and 
where your child learns 
best. Consider finding a 
space where they feel 
comfortable and are less 
likely to be distracted. 
Experiment with alter-
native learning tech-
niques that play to their 
strengths, such as read-
ing out loud or while 
standing up to reduce 
attention drift, pretend-
ing that they are teach-
ing someone else the 
information, or form-
ing a study group with 
peers.

4. A PLACE FOR 
EVERYTHING: 

Clutter at your 
child’s desk or in their 
room can make it tough 
to stay focused. Assign 
a place for all their be-
longings in relation to 
the purpose they serve, 
making organization 
convenient and quick. 
Those with ADHD are 
often best cued with 
visual reminders, so 
consider aesthetically 
pleasing ways to orga-
nize belongings in plain 
sight.

Get moving: Be 
sure to make time for 
physical and social ac-
tivities which support 
general brain health 
helping kids stay fo-
cused throughout the 
day.

Find more resourc-
es on living with ADHD 
at beingmewithadhd.ca.

(NC) Finding out 
that your child has a 
learning disability can 
be stressful. We all want 
the best for our kids, but 
when you don’t know 
how to help, panic can 
set in.  The first step is to 
take a breath, then learn 
as much as you can about 
your child’s strengths, 
weaknesses and needs. 
Then, get involved. There 
are things you can do to 
support them and help 
them succeed.

BE AN ADVOCATE.
 Work with the 

school to create a sup-
portive environment that 
caters to children with a 
learning disability. Pro-
vide information and di-
rection to authoritative 
resources. Don’t be afraid 
to “be the expert” on your 
child.

“Having an invisible 
disability such as dyslexia 
can be difficult to explain 
and make others under-
stand,” says Christine 
Staley, executive direc-
tor of Dyslexia Canada. 
“Knowing that someone is 
in their corner can greatly 
improve a student’s self-
esteem and performance.”

KEEP IT POSITIVE 
AND FOCUS ON 
STRENGTHS.

 Parents should 
help children stay posi-
tive.  Encourage children 
to participate in activi-
ties that showcase their 
strengths, remind them 
that everyone has things 
they are good at and not 
so good at.  Find solutions 
to classroom struggles us-
ing these strengths. “If a 
student is being asked to 
do a research project, in-
stead of submitting it in 
writing, they could do an 
oral presentation, submit 
a poster board, create a 
video – wherever their 
strengths lie,” says Staley.

SELF-ADVOCACY. 

At some point, kids 
will need to explain what 
they need without their 
parents’ help.  Help kids 
learn to explain their dis-
ability to others.  Have 
them practice in front of 
family members.  Teach 
them to ask for help and 
understand what support 
they are entitled to.

Offering children 
and families support in 
navigating the challenges 
that come with having a 
learning disability greatly 
increases their chances of 
doing well both in school 
and in life. To get more 
information related to 
dyslexia and the signs to 
watch out for, check out 
dyslexiacanada.org.

www.thesuburban.com

(NC) Today, many 
people are letting go of tra-
ditional television services 
in favour of streaming apps 
like Netflix and Amazon 
Prime Video. These give 
you on-demand flexibility, 
access to tons of content 
and are often more afford-
able than a cable package. 
If you still haven’t cut the 
cord, here are some tips 
to seamlessly make the 
switch:

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
FREE OPTIONS.

 As cable television 
channels watch their live 
audience numbers dwindle, 
they’ve started to post more 
shows on their website, 
usually only a day later 
than the original airing. 
Check out the websites of 
your favourite channels 
to see what it’s available. 
Also, as our public broad-
caster, CBC has many cur-
rent and past shows, mov-
ies and miniseries available 
free on its website and app.

REEVALUATE YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

When was the last 
time you actually watched 

anything on that obscure 
horror movie streaming 
service you signed up for? 
Have a look at all your tra-
ditional cable channels and 
streaming subscriptions to 
see what you really need 
and use, and feel free to cut 
the rest. What about the 
last time you checked out 
something on that premium 
cable channel? If you do still 
use anything on your cable 
subscription, most anything 
can be found online either 
free or via subscription, so 
do a bit of research to find 
your top pick.

Consider getting an 
antenna. In Canada, many 
channels are offered free-
to-air via antenna, so it’s 
a great resource that many 
forget about. Usually, the 
lower channels on your 

cable subscription are avail-
able on antenna, and these 
often air live sports, region-
al news and local weather, 
perfect for avid fans to still 
get their fix and keep up 
with local events.

Make the most of your 
content. Interested in “cut-
ting the cord” but still want 
to enjoy an affordable cable 
tv-like experience? TiVo 
Edge for antenna gives you 
access to live, recorded and 
streaming tv all from one 
device, optimizing every 
scene for the richest, sharp-
est and most vibrant picture 
possible. You won’t miss 
cable with handy features 
that let you search across 
platforms and apps, record 
shows and skip commer-
cials. Find more information 
at tivo.com/ca.
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Rice, Beans, Yam, Gari, 
Plantain, Elubo, Stockfish etc.

West Indian Foods
Hallah Meat & Fish
Cosmetics & Hair Supplies
All Types of Diapers

Nigerian Movies

“We’ll deliver to your Home or Business”

We have moved to a 
bigger location to serve 
you better

NEW ADDRESS:
1040 Albion Rd, Etobicoke 
(Albion & Islington intersection) 

ON M9V 1A7

A TO Z AFRICAN & WEST INDIAN MARKET
A to Z Foods Wholesale & Retail

We Specialize in African Foods Tel: 647-436-2550
Cell: 416-880-6796

Call us today for all your party needs

Tel: 647-427-4773    
Tel: 416-522-8625

• Meat/Beef Pastries • Sausage Roll 
• Fish Roll • Puff-Puff • Buns-Scotch Egg 
• Chin-Chin • Moin - Moin - Akara 
• Jollof Rice • Fried Rice • Rice & Beans 
• Fried Yam Etc…

1822 Jane St. (Jane & Queen Dr.)

Lola's Catering
We Cater To All Occasions

SPECIALIZING IN:

UNCLE SETH TROPICAL FOODS
Specializing in African, Caribbean, Asian & Canadian Foods

Rice

Gari

Nigerian Spices

Beans

Plantain

Meat

Palm Soup

Stockfish

Fish – Frozen & Dried

Potato Flakes
We carry:

Large selection of 
Body & Hair products
and much more

We open 7 days a week. Delivery available.
Location: 2069 Lawrence Ave., E, Scarborough, ON
(Warden & Lawrence by The Ministry of Health)

416-288-9330

VISIT OUR FISH MARKET AND BUTCHER SHOP

www.220v.com

5707 Steeles Avenue West
@ Fenmar/Pine Valley – South East Corner

Toronto, ON M9L 1S7
Tel:  416-646-0495
Fax: 416-646-0498

info@sonadistributors.com

VOLTAGE TRANSFORMERS, MULTISYSTEM TVS/DVD/VCR, HOME THEATRE 
SYSTEMS, 220V CORDLESS PHONES, GASOLINE/ DIESEL GENERATORS, 

220V AIRCONDITIONERS, AND MUCH MORE…

Multi System TV - 110V/220V

Fridge - 220V

Stereo 220V Stove - 220V range Split Air-conditioner 220V

Step down TransformerGenerator

SONA DISTRIBUTORS

WE DELIVER TO
YOUR SHIPPER

We Will Arrange Free Delivery

NEW
GENERATORS 

SALE!!! IS IT SAFE TO REBOIL 
WATER?

THE NOT-SO-SECRET 
RECIPE FOR SOFT AND 

CHEWY COOKIES

WHAT YOU NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT GUARANA

Reboiling water is 
when you boil it, al-
low it to cool below 
the boiling point, and 
then boil it again. Have 
you ever wondered 
what happens to water 
chemistry when you 
reboil water? Is it still 
safe to drink?

 

WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN YOU REBOIL 
WATER

If you have perfect-
ly pure, distilled and de-
ionized water, nothing 
will happen if you reboil 
it. However, ordinary 
water contains dissolved 
gases and minerals. The 
chemistry of the water 

changes when you boil 
it because this drives off 
the volatile compounds 
and dissolved gases. 
There are many cases in 
which this is desirable. 
However, if you boil the 
water too long or reboil 
it, you risk concentrat-
ing certain undesirable 
chemicals that may be 

(NC) Between 
television baking spe-
cials and how-to vid-
eos on social media, 
there’s no shortage of 
decadent and elabo-
rate recipes for baked 
goods for you to try. 
Still, there’s noth-
ing quite like sink-
ing your teeth into 
the classic soft and 
chewy chocolate chip 
cookie. 

Home bakers 
have many hacks for 
making the perfect 
soft and chewy cook-
ies, from banging the 
pan before baking to 
storing ingredients in 
a special way. Make 
it easier for yourself 
and simply use Be-
cel for mouthwater-
ing, soft and chewy 
chocolate chip cook-
ies. Ready in just 10 
minutes, these classic 
cookies will be a hit 
no matter what.

SOFT AND CHEWY 
CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIES   

Prep time: 10 min-
utes 

Cook time: 10 min-
utes 

Makes: 26  
Ingredients:  
½ cup (125 mL) 

Becel Original margarine
1 ¼ cups (300 mL) 

all-purpose flour 
1 tsp (5 mL) bak-

ing soda 
½ tsp (2 mL) salt 
½ cup (125 mL) 

firmly packed light 
brown sugar 

¼ cup (60 mL) 
granulated sugar 

1 egg 
1 tsp (5 mL) va-

nilla extract 
½ cup (125 mL) 

semi-sweet chocolate 
chips  

¼ tsp (1 mL) flaked 
sea salt

Directions: 
Preheat oven to 

375°F (190°C). Com-
bine flour, baking soda 
and salt; set aside. 

In large bowl, 
beat together marga-
rine, brown sugar and 
granulated sugar. Beat 
in egg and vanilla until 
blended. Gradually add 
flour mixture and beat 
just until blended. Stir in 
chocolate chips.

Drop heaping ta-
blespoonfuls of batter 
onto ungreased baking 
sheets, about 2 inches 
(5 cm) apart. Bake for 
8 to 10 minutes or until 
edges are golden.

Remove from 
oven; sprinkle with 
flaked sea salt. Let cool 
for 2 minutes in pan on 
rack; transfer cookies 
directly to rack and let 
cool completely. 

Tip: Add ½ cup 
(125 mL) finely 
chopped pecans or wal-
nuts to cookies, if de-
sired. 

Guarana, also 
known as Paullinia 
cupana is a Brazilian 
plant native to the Am-
azon basin. A mature 
guarana fruit is about 
the size of a coffee berry. 
It resembles the human 
eye, with a red shell 
encasing a black seed 
covered by a white aril. 
Guarana extract is made 
by processing the seeds 
into a powder.

According to re-
search, Guarana con-
tains an impressive 
range of stimulants, such 
as caffeine, theophylline 
and theobromine. Gua-
rana also boasts antioxi-
dants, such as tannins, 
saponins and catechins.

Research also have 
it that 70% of guarana 
produced is used by the 
beverage industry in soft 
and energy drinks, while 
the remaining 30% is 
turned into powder. 

Research have it 
that Guarana helps to 
protect against age-re-

lated eye disorders. It’s 
proven that the plant 
has anti-cancer proper-
ties. Guarana helps re-
lieve chronic diarrhea 
and treat constipation. 
It also helps to promote 
weight loss. Research 
has shown that guarana 
may improve your abil-
ity to learn and remem-
ber. capability to reduce 
fatigue and improve 
focus. It is loaded with 
compounds that have 
antioxidant properties. 
Guarana helps improve 
skin appearance. It helps 
provide pain relief. Gua-
rana may reduce the risk 
of heart disease.

THE SECRET TO 
LOVING HEALTHY 
FOOD

Did you know? 
Cooking for yourself is a 
healthy way to improve 
your diet. According to 
a new Health Psychol-
ogy study, women who 
cook their own healthy 
meals rate them as far 
tastier than identical 
versions someone else 
made – yummier than 
foods that are higher in 
fat and sugar, too. You 
tend to be more appre-
ciative of a dish when 
you take your time to 
cook it yourself. 

The way to guarantee 
a great day 

Research have re-
vealed that engaging in 
a happy activity in the 
morning prevents you 
from getting caught up 
in any negativity and 
keep you cheery all day. 
So, to guarantee a great, 
do something you love 
in the morning!

F O O D

in your water. Examples 
of chemicals that be-
come more concentrated 
include nitrates, arsenic, 
and fluoride.

DOES REBOILED 
WATER CAUSE 
CANCER?

There is a concern 
that reboiled water may 
lead a person to develop 
cancer. This concern is 

not unfounded. While 
the boiled water is fine, 
increasing the concen-
tration of toxic sub-
stances may put you at 
risk for certain illnesses, 

including cancer. For 
example, excessive in-
take of nitrates has been 
linked to methemoglo-
binemia and certain 
types of cancer. Arsenic 
exposure may produce 
symptoms of arsenic 
toxicity, plus it has been 
associated with some 
forms of cancer. Even 
“healthy” minerals may 
become concentrated 

to dangerous levels. 
For example, exces-
sive intake of calcium 
salt, commonly found 
in drinking water and 
mineral water, can lead 

to kidney stones, hard-
ening of the arteries, ar-
thritis, and gallstones.
THE BOTTOM LINE

Generally, boiling 
water, allowing it to cool 
and then reboiling it 
does not present much 
of a health risk. For ex-
ample, if you keep wa-
ter in a tea kettle, boil 
it, and add water when 
the level gets low, you 
aren’t likely to endan-
ger your health. It’s best 
if you don’t let water 
boil down, which con-
centrates minerals and 
contaminants and if you 
reboil water, it’s better 
to do it once or twice, 
rather than make it 
your standard practice. 
Pregnant women and 
persons at risk for cer-
tain illnesses may wish 
to avoid reboiling water 
rather than risk concen-
trating hazardous chem-
icals in the water.
Source:
www.thoughtco.com

Open Hours : Fri. 10am-7pm • Sat. 10am-6pm • Sun. 10am-4pm

BAKSH HALAL MEAT 1666 JANE ST., TORONTO

Tel: 416-243-9473
WHOLESALE & RETAIL TO THE PUBLIC

Low Low Price
HARD SMAL
CHICKEN

HARD
CHICKEN FOOT

GOAT BELLY

COW TRIPE

3 for $1300

SMALL
HARD CHICKEN

from $900 
each

$699 
lb

5lb bag

$5600 

HARD
CHICKEN WING

$1000  10 lb/bag

$6400 

BIG HENS
$800

 each

BIG HEN
$3800 

ROASTER

COW
FOOT

$199
 lb

COW
SKIN

$699
 lb

JUMBO
ROASTER

SMOKED
FISH 

BURNT GOAT
AVAILABLE

8 in a box 4 in a box16 in a box



(From the novel TOO 
MUCH OF A GOOD THING 
by Pastor Taiwo Iredele 
Odubiyi)

  ONE DAY, one of the 
servants announced the 
presence of Prophet Nathan 
to David. 

 “Bring him in imme-
diately.” David said. Most 
likely the man of God had 
a message for him from the 
Lord. Good.  

When the prophet 
entered, David greeted him 
warmly, obviously happy to 
see him. “What brings you? 
Do you have a message for 
me from the Lord?”  

“Yes.” Nathan an-
swered.  

“Speak on.” David 
said.  

Nathan wasn’t sure 
of what might happen after 
he had delivered the mes-
sage he had for the king. He 
could order him killed, but 
as God’s prophet, he must 
obey God, he had no choice.  

Clearing his throat 
and looking intently at Da-
vid, the prophet sat forward 
and began, “There were two 
men in a certain town, one 
rich and the other poor.” 

David sat up, looking 
at the man. This is going to 
be interesting.  

Nathan continued. 
“The rich man had a very 
large number of sheep and 
cattle, but the poor man had 
nothing except one little 
ewe lamb he had bought. 
He raised it, and it grew up 
with him and his children. It 
shared his food, drank from 
his cup and even slept in his 
arms. It was like a daughter 
to him.”  

David nodded to indi-
cate he was listening.  

“Now a traveller came 
to the rich man, but the rich 
man refrained from taking 
one of his own sheep or 
cattle to prepare a meal for 
the traveller who had come 
to him. Instead, he took the 
ewe lamb that belonged to 
the poor man and prepared 
it for the one who had come 
to him.”  

When David heard 

that, he became very angry. 
How could the rich man 
have done that? In Israel 
where he was the king? No 
way! He would not tolerate 
that; whoever did such a 
thing must pay for it! 

 “As surely as the Lord 
lives, the man who did this 
must die! He must pay for 
that lamb four times over, 
because he did such a thing 
and had no pity.” David de-
cided. 

Sitting back and look-
ing at him, Nathan declared, 
“You are the man!” 

David’s head reeled 
back with shock as if he 
had been slapped. “M-me?” 
He asked with a frown. 
“How?” 

Nathan stood up and 
looking briefly upward, be-
fore returning his gaze to 
David, he said, “This is what 
the Lord, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘I anointed you king 
over Israel, and I delivered 
you from the hand of Saul. 
I gave your master’s house 
to you, and your master’s 
wives into your arms. I 
gave you all Israel and Ju-
dah. And if all this had 
been too little, I would have 
given you even more. Why 
did you despise the word of 
the Lord by doing what is 
evil in His eyes? You struck 
down Uriah the Hittite with 
the sword and took his wife 
to be your own. You killed 
him with the sword of the 
Ammonites!’” 

Uriah! 
David’s body went 

still. God could see and ac-
tually saw everything that 
happened! Although he 

cleverly covered things up, 
yet God knew all the details! 
How could he have forgot-
ten about God? Why did 
he forget that everything 
would be known by Him? 

It occurred to him to 
deny the accusation and 
say he did not have sex 
with Bathsheba or that 
the woman seduced him. 
But he thought against the 
ideas; it would be foolish to 
do such a thing with God. 
He knew if he would be 
honest and admit his fault, 
God would forgive him, but 
if He chose to punish him 
by killing him, then so be it. 
God would be right to do so. 
He had to admit his sin. 

Quickly getting up, 
he spread his hands out to 
plead. He opened his mouth 
to speak but no word came 
out.  

Looking away, Na-
than went on. “Now, there-
fore, this is what the Lord 
says: ‘The sword will never 
depart from your house, be-
cause you despised Me and 
took the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your own.’” 

David fell on his 
knees. 

Nathan continued, 
“‘Out of your own house-
hold I am going to bring ca-
lamity on you. Before your 
very eyes I will take your 
wives and give them to one 
who is close to you, and he 
will sleep with your wives 
in broad daylight. You did it 
in secret, but I will do this 
thing in broad daylight be-
fore all Israel.’” 

 Greatly troubled, Da-
vid spoke, “I have sinned 
against the Lord! I have 
sinned against Him! It is 
true! Oh Lord, have mercy 
on me! I am sorry!” He be-
gan to weep.  

Nathan was momen-
tarily nonplussed! Of all 
the things he expected, this 
was none of them.  

He had thought Da-
vid would deny commit-
ting adultery as some men 
would have done and say 
‘I did not do it, it’s a lie.’, 
or that he would argue with 

him about God’s decision 
to punish him or worse 
still, to order his servants 
to take him away and kill 
him. He had also thought 
he would give excuses such 
as saying that the woman 
seduced him and that what 
happened was not his fault. 
He had also thought that 
he would trade blames as 
Adam did when he ate the 
forbidden fruit and said ‘The 
woman you put here with 
me—she gave me some 
fruit from the tree, and I ate 
it.’, or that he would say it 
was due to the pressures 
and responsibilities of being 
a king. But King David had 
done none of that. He was 
admitting his sin and ask-
ing God to forgive him! 

 Then as God spoke 
to his heart, Nathan turned 
slowly and looked at David. 
“The Lord has taken away 
your sin. You are not going 
to die because you have re-
pented.” 

Pointing his right in-
dex finger at David, he told 
him, “But because by doing 
this you have shown utter 
contempt for the Lord, the 
son born to you will die.” 

 “Ah, my Go-o-o-d! 
Have mercy on me!” David 
shouted as he continued 
weeping. “I’m the one who 
sinned, not the boy! He is 
innocent in this matter!”  

Nathan took a deep 
breath. The king was truly 
sorry. Well, he had de-
clared the words of God to 
the king. Without another 
word, he got up, turned and 
left. 

David remained where 
he was, weeping, as Na-
than’s words continued to 
play in his mind. 

To be continued.  
From the novel : Too 

Much Of A Good Thing by 
Pastor Taiwo Iredele Odu-
biyi

Available Online on 
okadabooks & Amazon 
Kindle
WhatsApp  
+234 8023000773
www.pastortaiwoodubiyi.
org
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Rev. Augustus & Mrs Agnes Oku

 REFLECTIONS ON RELATIONSHIPS

TRUE REPENTANCE BRINGS HOPE, EVEN IN 
YOUR MARRIAGE (PART 1)

DEAR BIAFRANS, CONGRATULATIONS! 

OPINION

Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs, and views expressed by writers on the opinion page of Nigerian Canadian Newspapers and its website or on its social media page do not reflect the opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of the 
publisher of the Nigerian Canadian Newspapers and its online publications. It is solely the author’s contribution.

Congratulations on this 
epoch – making occasion of 
your liberation and freedom. 
It is the dawn of a new day 
and has been a long time 
coming.The roads have been 
long, bumpy and uncertain. 
Lives have been lost in the 
struggle, thousands of them 
– if not millions; egos have 
been bruised. At the end of 
the day, the words of Albert 
Einstein comes to mind:  If 
at first the idea is not 
absurd,  then there is no 
hope for it.

Some people will won-
der what the felicitation is 
all about. It would serve 
them well, not to judge Bi-
afra by the height it has 
now achieved, but consider 
the depth from which it all 
started. It is only by so do-
ing that they would fully ap-
preciate the significance of 
this accomplishment. Let us 
observe a minute of silence 
in the memory of, and in rec-
ognition and honor to those 
who paid the supreme price 
in the course of the struggle.

As you begin this un-
doubtedly onerous journey 
to Nationhood, allow me to 
prescribe what I consider 
guiding principles upon 
which the achievement of an 
enduring greatness, which 
you so much desire and de-
serve rest.

LEADERSHIP
One of the first major 

challenge that you may face 
is that of leadership. Piloting 
the affairs of a new nation, 
a nation just emerging from 
the ashes of a disintegrated 
fiefdom is not an all-comers 
affair. It requires unique sets 
skill-set. It requires that indi-
vidual that is genuinely ready 
to be a servant of the people. 
The president (or prime min-
ister) as you may choose, 
should be a role model. 
When put on a pedestal, he 
must be of such character as 
will instil strong character in 
the Biafran youth and set the 
tone for ongoing civic en-
gagement.

Your leader and all his 
appointed lietenants must 
be able to set the stage for 
an enduring economic and 
social system, upon which 
your future fate as a Nation 
will rest. Just as the fate of a 
building rests on the foun-
dation, so must you ensure 
that your Nation produces 
that first leadership that es-
chews all forms of biases and 
see his constituency as the 
whole of the Biafra Nation. 
I am sure you have read the 
now infamous quote credited 
to former South African Pres-
ident, Pieter Botha where he 
said “Black people cannot 
rule themselves because 
they don’t have the brain 
and mental capacity to 
govern a society” – Unfor-
tunately he seems to have 
been right in the case of most 

black nations.
You must also have 

seen what happened in South 
Sudan after they gained their 
independence as a sovereign 
nation; how brethren that 
collectively fought for their 
independence later turned 
against each other. This must 
not be the testimony of the 
new Biafra Nation.

Let it not escape the Bi-
afran leadership that a great 
nation is built on a strong 
intellectual foundation. This 
means you must strive to 
ensure, paraphrasing the 
counsel of Chinua Achebe, 
that politicians with plenty 
of money but very low IQs 
are not given pride of place 
in the administration of your 
New Nation.

MINORITIES’ INTEREST
The interest of the mi-

norities in Biafra has been a 
thorny and contentious one. 
It has even been one of the 
tools used by the “subjuga-
tors” to frustrate the quest of 
Biafran for their rightly de-
served freedom. While I am 
wholeheartedly convinced 
that the Biafra Nation will be 
a Nation for all its citizens, 
with equal right, opportuni-
ties and privileges, I thought 
it needed to be called out 
for emphasis. Biafra would 
do well to harness the im-
mense potential of all its citi-
zens. It should strive to place 
round-pegs in round holes, 
irrespective of ethnic origin. 
It is only by so doing that 
you will forestall stoking an 
uneasiness with potential to 
snowball into agitation by its 
citizens.

However, I see enough 
cultural homogeneity within 
Biafra that will foster an all-
inclusive communal co-ex-
istence. Biafra must uphold 
the core principles of unity, 
self-determination, excel-
lence and social justice, all of 
which were key aspirations 
as originally contained in the 
Ahiara Declaration of June 1, 
1969.

FOREIGN POLICY
While I am not an ex-

pert on foreign policy, I want 
to warn that your “Tradition-
al” Western economies are 
not your best of friends when 
it comes to seeking develop-
ment partners. For the most 
part, their primary interest 
is the exploitation of your 
resources, and I state that 
without fear of equivocation.

I therefore strongly 
advocate for formation of 
new alliances with coun-
tries in the Far East, the 
Asian Tigers and the BRICS 
area, (The five major emerg-
ing national economies: Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa).

While these countries 
may not be all-out altruistic 
in their dealings with you, 
they, like Biafra are looking 

for a win-win situation in 
their engagements. The “tra-
ditional” western economies 
will not take your “snob” 
without an attempt to desta-
bilize your new country. You 
must prepare for this even-
tuality. Trust me, this is not 
conspiracy theorizing. It has 
been proven time and again 
all over Africa.

It is usually said 
that  “If you  are not on 
the table, then you are 
on the menu”. Biafra must 
therefore endeavor to have 
good representations in di-
verse groups of world po-
litical arena. If you have not 
yet been offered a seat on 
the table, have a close ally 
that is already seated on 
the table. That table could 
be the United Nation, World 
Economic Forum, African 
Union, ECOWAS, OECD, 
WHO, UNESCO, World Trade 
Organization– any and all 
available tables.

While it is good that 
you are starting off this 
journey as a Nation with Is-
rael  as an ally, it must be 
a mixed basket of associa-
tions. It is in that spirit that 
you must encourage your 
citizens residing in other 
countries to take active part 
in the political process in 
those countries. That way, 
they can lend their voices to 
issues concerning Biafra that 
come up for deliberations 
in those countries. Quite a 
few of Biafran citizens are 
already in the Parliament in 
some countries that I know. 
This trend must be encour-
aged and promoted.

Biafra must demon-
strate pragmatism and forth-
rightness in its international 
dealings, while at the same 
time, recognizing that smil-
ing faces are not necessarily 
evidence of friendship. As 
a government, Biafra must 
recognize immediate threats 
while not being blind to the 
opportunities that may reside 
within close proximity of its 
borders and even far away 
from its borders. These must 
then be addressed in concert 
with trusted partners and al-
lies.

BILATERAL RELATION 
WITH ODUDUWA NATION

There is a great syn-
ergy to be derived from a 
partnership between Biafra 
and Oduduwa Nation. I did 
recommend, in one of my 
earlier  articles–  ‘Vaquish-
ing the South to Elevate the 
North’, for the Oduduwa Na-
tion to borrow a leaf from the 
Biafran Playbook to actualize 
the Oduduwa Republic. I am 
sure they are gradually see-
ing through the hollowness 
that is the One-Nigeria man-
tra. There is nothing like one 
Nigeria. It has always been 
about the supremacy of the 
Fulani over the rest of us. 
Oduduwa Nation will do well 

to look back and remember 
what became the fate of 
their sons who initially fell 
for the lies of One-Nigeria ( 
Awolowo, Shonekan, Oladi-
po Diya, and most recently, 
Omoyele Sowore). It may 
serve anyone who is inter-
ested to know what they are 
up against to read Dr Oba-
diah Mailafia’s interview  in 
the Punch Newspaper of Au-
gust 25, 2019, titled: “North 
won’t give up power anytime 
soon”.

Oduduwa Nation is 
one of the most viable trad-
ing partners that the Bi-
afrans would have in the 
sub-region and to borrow 
Donald Trump’s now popular 
phraseology –  “There (re-
ally) are good people on 
both sides”.

I know that Oduduwa 
will not capitulate and suc-
cumb to Fulani domination. 
While there are obvious 
challenges on their paths to 
redemption, chief of which is 
the religious split of Christi-
anity and Islam in Oduduwa 
area, they might also have 
inadvertently allowed what I 
like to call ‘the petty plans 
and plots of small minded 
men to rob them of their 
destiny and nationhood’. 
They must urgently rise 
above these.

Oduduwa is potentially 
one of the most viable coun-
tries in Sub-Saharan Africa; 
what with its immense ma-
terial and human resourc-
es. There are undoubtedly 
unparalleled ‘synergistic 
effect’ where the Science, 
Engineering and Techno-
logical innovative minds 
of the Biafrans is married 
to the legal and financial 
prowess of Oduduwa.

MEDIA/ PUBLIC RE-
LATIONS

There is a saying 
that  ‘Unless the lion 
learns to write, the tale 
of the hunt will always 
glorify the hunter’. That 
has been the experience of 
the Biafra Nation, up until 
very recently. Thanks to so-
cial media, Biafra has been 
able to beam its situation to 
the world and put a voice to 
its agitation. It is no secret 
that the vast majority of the 
information space within 
the “subjugator’s” territory 
was controlled by a section 
of that enclave. Thank God 
– the tables are seemingly 
turning and that section may 
have recently tasted of the 
bitter gall dosed out by the 
‘conquerors’. I hope they are 
fairly now better informed 
about the real agenda of the 
‘conquerors’ and that the 
entire charade called ‘One 
Nigeria’ is a self-serving en-
terprise. A Yoruba proverb 
says “Ti iro ba lo logun odun, 
ojo kan lotito ma ba” – trans-
lated to (If a lie travels ahead 
for 20 years, it will take just 

a day for truth to catch up 
with it); which is exactly 
what is happening with the 
unravelling of the lie behind 
theBritish/caliphate joint 
venture called Nigeria.

Biafra must henceforth 
tell its own story. It must con-
stitute a well – informed and 
formidable journalistic force. 
The world must stop viewing 
the narrative and plight of 
the biafran people from the 
prism of those that did not 
wear its pinching shoes. This 
team primary accountabil-
ity will be to assure that the 
negative reporting emanat-
ing from the Biafran Nation 
does not trump the positives. 
As Akon, the American Sen-
egalese musician would say, 
“The story of America and 
its oft told American Dream 
is about packaging. In the 
same manner, Biafra must 
be packaged and sold to the 
outside world for what it 
truly is – “The Land of the 
Rising Sun”,  whose glory 
had been covered for more 
than 50 years but which has 
finally broken forth!

POPULATION POL-
ICY

Organisation of a cen-
sus, to determine the exact 
number of its citizens would 
be a first major exercise of 
the Biafran administration. 
This will tells you what the 
population statistics are for 
Man / Woman, number of 
school-age children, levels 
of education and potential 
Tax base and revenues, all of 
which helps to determine the 
education funding plans and 
a whole lot of other indica-
tors for sustained planning.

Biafra must make a 
very conscious effort to regu-
late its population by putting 
in place and following a poli-
cy that ensures its social and 
infrastructural services are 
not stretched to their limits. 
An unmitigated and uncon-
trolled population come with 
social challenges that could 
be antithetical to the very 
ideal of the Biafran Sovereign 
State. While not diminishing 
the role of a well programed 
population growth, it must 
be such that is well- within 
the control of the country.

Without meaning to 
get into the various societal 
ills which an unplanned 
population creates, we must 
already know that there is an 
acceptable population/land 
area ratio (population den-
sity). I believe it was for this 
same reason that China and 
India had to make deliberate 
policies limiting the number 
of children per family, with 
penalties for families who 
wanted more than the gov-
ernment regulated child per 
family. There is no gain-say-
ing the fact that the fewer the 
number of children the aver-
age family has, the more re-
sources available will be able 

to cater to their needs. Biafra 
needs all hands to be on deck 
to make it a dream destina-
tion for Africa and the world. 
The labour force is impacted 
by the level of productivity of 
its citizens and the more the 
number of maternity leaves, 
so also will there be a short-
age of women to contribute 
to the labour force, i.e. an 
impact on women contribu-
tion to the labour force as a 
share of the over-all labour 
productivity. Before people 
jump and say the Biafran 
government does not have 
any business in what hap-
pens in people’s bedroom, 
my immediate response is, 
when families produce more 
children than they have the 
resources to cater for, it then 
becomes a social problem 
which by extension is the 
government’s problem.

YOUTH EDUCATION
The Biafran Nation 

once upon a time, was at 
the forefront of the race for 
western education. Over 
time, that drive would seem 
to have been down- played 
and in its place, an increas-
ing number of male-child 
opting for apprenticeship 
and trade. The new Biafra 
must recognise that the 
world is moving into a vir-
tual economy and Biafra 
must move with that trend.

There is an observed 
pattern where Biafran girls 
pursue education and the 
boys choose the path of 
trading which may have 
resulted in a rather skewed 
ratio of boy/girl education. 
The new Biafra must now 
take those young boys away 
from the “shops” and send 
them to school. The world of 
enterprising is increasingly 
moving away from ‘brick 
and mortar’ store to a vir-
tual space. In the emerging 
digital world, it is not going 
to be business as usual.

It is similar to how pet-
rol cars are being replaced 
with electric cars. Educate 
the children to help move 
the Biafran dream into the 
next decades with a mind-
set of high tech and InfoTech 
similar to what India has 
achieved.

THE ‘EFULEFU’s
As in every groups, 

there will always be those 
wearing the garb of the bibli-
cal Judases among a people. 
They have been derogatorily 
referred to as “Efulefus. In 
the history of the Biafra Na-
tion, such agents of blemish 
have existed, starting with 
the Ukpabi Asika Adminis-
tration and his lieutenants. 
In more recent memories, 
we have had the likes of 
Arthur Nzeribe of the in-
famous  “Association for 
Better Nigeria (ABN)”, a 
compromised group that set 

continued on p(39)

Ifakolade took me to his 
house, or what he called a 
house... His place was an 
uncompleted one bedroom 
apartment with an attached 
toilet and bathroom... His 
kitchen was an open place 
in the compound. What 

made the scenario worse, 
was the number of touts 
that were living with him.

When we got to his 
house that midnight, the 
moment we stepped into 
the compound, I practically 
went into shock as I saw 

the uncountable number of 
bodies sleeping on the floor 
in the compound, we had to 
cross over sleeping bodies. 

As a special guest and 

wife to be, Ifakolade took 
me inside the bedroom, only 
to find a couple making out 
on the bed.  The sight was 
highly irritating, they were 
sweating in this stuffy and 
smelly room.  Ifakolade was 
mad at them, as he tried to 
pick up a bottle to hit it on 
the man... 

“Shepe, how many 
times have I told you to stop 
bringing a woman to my 
room, you dey craze”. The 
young man started apolo-
gizing... I had to step out for 
some fresh air, so it came to 
me as a shock, when Ifako-
lade told me that was the 
room I would be sleeping.... 
Suddenly the urge to throw 

up took over... I was going 
to throw up, if I stayed one 
more minute in that dirty 
hole, he called a room.

I told him, I was going 
to sleep outside.

“How will you sleep 
outside Oosamuyiwa, You 
know what? I will clean up 
the room myself” Ifakolade 
suddenly started using a 
soft voice as he spoke to 
me... 

“Oosamuyiwa, I am 
sorry for how all these is 
turning out, I am not as 
bad as I appear, I am a very 
nice person, it’s just des-
tiny.  If I had the opportu-
nity of going to school like 
you,  I would have turned 
out better than this...”  He 
kept on ranting as he was 
clearing the room... But all 
that was on my mind was 
how I was going to escape 
all these without losing any 
one close to me... 

J a w e g b o n a ! ! ! . . . . ” 
Yes!” I was going to see the 
herbalist who said I had to 
marry Ifakolade in order to 
have my revenge on Lar-
ry.  Maybe, this story was 
false and it probably was 
my mother and Ifakolade’s 
way of making me get mar-
ried to him... I remembered 
they had secret talks before 
telling me about Baba Jawe-
gbona.

“Oosamuyiwa, do 
you know Destiny cannot 
be changed, it may just be 
delayed... You know when 
we were younger, we used 
to play husband and wife... 
See how God is playing 
everything out...” Ifako-
lade kept on talking, but 
my mind was somewhere 
else... My mind was with 
Pastor James, I was won-
dering what he was doing... 

I knew he would be listen-
ing to one of my tracks... 

“God, please just this 
last time, let me clear up 
this mess with Ifakolade 
and Larry, then give me a 
chance with Pastor James... 
I promise not to mess up 
again, I promise to pick up 
the pieces of my life back in 
Jesus name I pray” I prayed 
silently as I looked absent-
mindedly at Ifakolade. 

I was not sure if God 
heard me, but I had done 
my part.  The next morn-
ing, I told Ifakolade I want-
ed to take a walk around... 

“You want to run 
away?” he said as he was 
cleaning his gun... His 
group of touts were hailing 
ME as the Don’s wife... 

“NO...”...I replied as I 
was not planning to tell him 
where I was going... 

“If you try to run 
away, have it at the back of 
your mind, that I have your 
family and pastor boyfriend 
“...  He said... 

The gate rustled and 
as we turned to see who it 
was... My heart jumped... 
Pastor James. Ifakolade was 
angry... I rushed towards 
him before Ifakolade kills 
him, especially with the 
gun in his hand, but Ifako-
lade blocked my way... 

“Yes Pastor, what are 
you doing here?”

“I came here to see 
Grace”...he said looking at 
me and not Ifakolade.

“I don’t have Grace 
here, I have Oosamuyiwa 
and I don’t think you have 
a business with Oosamuy-
iwa... “

“She is not Oosamuy-
iwa, she is Grace... “Pastor 
James said with anger in 

continued on p(43)

“THAT NIGHT IN 
ROOM 401”B
I  WENT TO MY HOMETOWN IGBONLA 
- PART 12 
Opeyemi Ojerinde Akintunde ©

Pastor Taiwo 
Odubiyi

https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2019/10/13/vanquishing-the-south-to-elevate-the-north/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2019/10/13/vanquishing-the-south-to-elevate-the-north/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2019/10/13/vanquishing-the-south-to-elevate-the-north/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2019/10/13/vanquishing-the-south-to-elevate-the-north/
https://punchng.com/north-wont-give-up-power-anytime-soon-mailafia/
https://punchng.com/north-wont-give-up-power-anytime-soon-mailafia/
https://punchng.com/north-wont-give-up-power-anytime-soon-mailafia/
https://punchng.com/north-wont-give-up-power-anytime-soon-mailafia/
https://punchng.com/north-wont-give-up-power-anytime-soon-mailafia/


22 23NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWS  •  To Advertise  Call : 416-318-3506NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWS  •  To Advertise  Call : 416-318-3506

VOLUME 15 •  ISSUE 1 •  JANUARY  2020 VOLUME 15 •  ISSUE 1 •  JANUARY  2020

OXFORD 
DICTIONARY 
ADDS 29 
NIGERIAN WORDS, 
EXPRESSIONS

US-NIGERIA TRADE COUNCIL ENDORSE 
FLAG’IT, APP FOR REPORTING 
CORRUPT OFFICERS

By Stanley Ugagbe

In a development that is 
currently making waves, 
Oxford English Diction-
ary has disclosed that it 
has added 29 Nigerian 
words and expressions 
in the January updates 
to the dictionary.

In a statement 
made available to news-
men, OED’s World Eng-
lish editor Danica Sala-
zar averred that “The 
majority of these new 
additions are either bor-
rowings from Nigerian 
languages, or unique 
Nigerian coinages that 
have only begun to be 
used in English in the 
second half of the twen-
tieth century, mostly in 
the 1970s and 1980s”.

Notably, the follow-
ing popular and regular 
words; okada, danfo, 
mama put which also 
made the list have been 
the ones drawing atten-
tion of Nigerians.

 Below is a list of 
the new Nigerian words 
and senses added to the 
OED in the latest update:

agric, adj. and n.: 
“Of, relating to, or used 
in agriculture; = agricul-
tural adj. Now chiefly 
West African.”

barbing salon, n.: 
“A barber’s shop.”

buka, n.: “A road-
side restaurant or street 
stall with a seating area, 
selling cooked food at 
low prices. Cf. bukateria 
n., mama put n. Fre-
quently as a modifier…”

bukateria, n.: “A 
roadside restaurant or 
street stall with a seating 
area, selling cooked food 
at low prices. Cf. buka 
n., mama put n.”

chop, v.6, Ad-
ditions: “transitive. 
Ghanaian English and 
Nigerian English. To ac-
quire (money) quickly 
and easily. Frequently 
in negative sense: to 
misappropriate, extort, 
or…”

chop-chop, n.2: 
“Bribery and corruption 
in public life; misappro-
priation or embezzle-
ment of funds. Also as a 
modifier.”

danfo, n.: “A yel-
low minibus that carries 
passengers for a fare 
as part of an informal 
transport system in La-
gos, the largest city in 
Nigeria. Also as a…”

to eat money, in 
eat, v., Additions: “Now 
chiefly Nigerian Eng-
lish and East African. 
to eat money: to acquire 
money dishonestly; to 
misappropriate, extort, 
or embezzle funds. Cf. 
chop v.6…”

ember months, n.: 
“The final four months 
of the calendar year 
(September to Decem-
ber), esp. considered 
together as a period of 
heightened or intense 
activity.”

flag-off, n.: “The 
moment at which a race, 
esp. a motor race, is 
flagged off (see flag v.4 
additions a); the start of 
a race. Now chiefly In-
dian English and…”

flag, v.4, Additions: 
“to flag off. transitive 
(usually in passive). To 
direct (a driver) to start 
a motor race, esp. one 
in which the competitors 
start at intervals, by…”

flag, v.4, Additions: 
“to flag off. transitive. 
Indian English and Ni-
gerian English. In ex-
tended use: to start (an 
event or undertaking).”

gist, n.3, Additions: 
“Nigerian English. Idle 
chat, gossip. Also: an in-
stance of this, a rumour 
or piece of gossip.”

gist, v.2: “transi-
tive. To reduce (a text, 
document, etc.) to its 
essence or gist; to con-
dense, summarize, or 
précis.”

guber, adj.: “Of or 
relating to a governor or 
governorship; = guber-
natorial adj.”

Kannywood, n.: 
“The Nigerian Hausa-
language film industry, 
based in Kano; Kano 
regarded as the centre 
of this industry. Cf. Nol-
lywood n.”

K-leg, n.: “In sin-
gular and plural. A con-
dition in which one or 
both of a person’s knees 
are turned inwards, re-

sulting in a noticeable 
gap between the feet 
when…”

mama put, n.: “A 
street vendor, typically a 
woman, selling cooked 
food at low prices from 
a handcart or stall. Also: 
a street stall or roadside 
restaurant run by…”

next tomorrow, n. 
and adv.: “The day after 
tomorrow.”

non-indigene, adj. 
and n.: “Not native. In 
later use chiefly West 
African: belonging to an 
ethnic group considered 
not to be indigenous to a 
particular area.”

okada, n.: “In Nige-
ria: a motorcycle which 
passengers can use as a 
taxi service.”

to put to bed in put, 
v.: “West African. to put 
to bed: to give birth. 
Also: to give birth to (a 
child).”

qualitative, adj., 
sense 3: “West African. 
Of high quality; excel-
lent.”

to rub minds in rub, 
v.1: “to rub minds (to-
gether): (of two or more 
people) to consider a 
matter jointly; to consult 
and work together; to 
confer. Similarly, to rub 
our (also…”

sef, adv.: “Used for 
emphasis after a state-
ment or rhetorical ques-
tion, often expressing 
irritation or impatience.”

send-forth, n.: “A 
celebration or event to 
mark a person’s depar-
ture; a send-off. Fre-
quently as a modifier, 
as send-forth ceremony, 
send-forth party, etc.”

severally, adv., Ad-
ditions: “East African 
and West African. On 
several occasions; re-
peatedly.”

tokunbo, adj.: “De-
noting an imported sec-
ond-hand product, esp. 
a car.”

zone, v.
zoning, n., Addi-

tions: “Nigerian English. 
The system or practice 
of allocating nomina-
tions for certain politi-
cal offices to candidates 
from particular regions, 
as part of an…”

The US-Nigeria 
Trade Council has en-
dorsed the Flag’It app, 
a mobile application 
portal that allows Ni-
gerians report cases of 
corruption.

The council, 
which specialises in 
facilitating trade and 
investment between 
both countries, said 
the app is an indica-
tion that Nigeria is 
moving in the direc-
tion of transparency.

The app was re-
cently launched at the 
Shehu Musa Yar’Adua 
Centre in Abuja by the 
Akin Fadeyi Founda-
tion.

“We commend 
the Akin Fadeyi Foun-
dation for developing 
such an innovative 
app, and thereby, em-
powering Nigerians to 
confront the endemic 
corruption in our so-
cial milieu,” a state-
ment signed by Titus 
Olowokere, the coun-

cil’s CEO, read.
“The Flag’It app 

which empowers 
Nigerians to report 
corruption is a com-
mendable national 
reset agenda capable 
of bringing about a 
radical change that 
will enable the ease 
of doing business in 
Nigeria once citizens 
can report public of-
ficials who abuse their 
positions and also 
constitute a stumbling 
block within the pro-
cess chain.”

C o m m e n d i n g 
President Muham-
madu Buhari and the 
MacArthur Foundation 
for supporting the proj-
ect, the council urged 
the president to direct 
federal government in-
stitutions to come on-
board the app.

“We hereby urge 
the President to direct 
other federal govern-
ment institutions to 
begin onboarding the 

Flag’It App as this 
would signal to the 
global community that 
Nigeria was indeed se-
rious and irrevocably 
committed to its fight 
against institutional 
corruption in the coun-
try,” the council said.

“For us at the trade 
council, the Flag’It App 
is a robust complement 
to the existing national 
anti-corruption efforts 
of the Buhari adminis-
tration and we call on 
this government to tap 
into the opportunities.”

The council also 
commended Boboye 
Oyeyemi, corps mar-
shal of the Federal Road 
Safety Corp (FRSC), for 
being the first govern-
ment agency to come 
onboard the app.

According to the 
statement, there have 
been 14 reported cases 
on the app and seven 
have been treated.

decencygloba l .
news.blog

anticorruptiondigest.com
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DUCHESS MEGHAN REPORTEDLY BACK 
ON VANCOUVER ISLAND

OTTAWA TO COMPENSATE 
FAMILIES OF EACH CANADIAN 
KILLED IN UKRAINIAN CRASH

PARKS CANADA UNVEILS 
NEW RULES FOR CLIMBING 
CANADA’S HIGHEST PEAK

DUCEPPE FAMILY SUES 
FOR $1.25 MILLION OVER 
MOTHER’S DEATH

I AM READY TO CHALLENGE 
JUSTIN TRUDEAU - 
PETER MACKAY

By Marcel Ugoh

Alarmed by the linger-
ing issue, Queen Elizabeth II 
has moved to take control 
of the crisis surrounding the 
decision by Prince Harry and 
Meghan, the Duchess of Sus-
sex, to distance themselves 
from the royal family, order-
ing royal courtiers to sort out 
a future role for the pair with-
in days.

According to multiple 
reports, the monarch, who 
is at her Sandringham estate 
in eastern England, held a 
conference call with her son 
Prince Charles and grandsons 
Prince William and Prince 
Harry.

Reports have it that 
the royal family is said to 
be “hurt’’ by Harry and 
Meghan’s recent statement 
that they want to step down 
from being senior royals, with 
reports further claiming they 
were not told of the statement 
beforehand. But in their bid to 
address the issue, the queen, 
Charles and William have 
told their teams to work with 
government and the Sus-
sexes to sort out a solution.

Meanwhile, it has 
been disclosed that Meghan 
has returned to Canada, 
where she and Harry spent 
the Christmas holidays, in-

stead of with other royals 
at Sandringham. The former 
actress is American but has 
longstanding ties to Canada, 
having lived in Toronto while 
filming the TV show “Suits.”

Meghan was on a flight 
headed to Vancouver before 
returning to Vancouver Is-
land, where the royals had 
spent Christmas. 

Reports have it that the 
talks come after the royal pair 
recently released a “personal 
message” that said they were 
stepping back from being 
senior members of Britain’s 
royal family, would work to 
become financially indepen-

dent and would “balance” 
their time between the U.K. 
and North America.

It should be noted that 
Prince Harry, 35, is Eliza-
beth’s grandson and sixth in 
line to the British throne, be-
hind his father, older brother 
William and his brother’s 
three children.

Official records have 
it that before marrying the 
prince in a wedding watched 
around the world in 2018, 
the 38-year-old Meghan was 
a star of the TV legal drama 
“Suits.” The couple’s son Ar-
chie was born in May 2019.

Broadcaster Tom Brad-

by, friend of the couple, said 
Harry and Meghan were 
made aware while in Can-
ada over the holidays that 
the monarchy’s future focus 
would be on those at the top 
of the line of succession. The 
message of who the Wind-
sors see as their core mem-
bers was recently under-
scored following the release 
of an image of the monarch, 
Charles, William and his son 
George.

While appearing in a 
news program on his net-
work, Bradby, an ITV tele-
vision anchor who filmed 
a documentary with Harry 
and Meghan while they 
were in Africa, described 
the royal split as inevitable. 
It had been foreseen that 
the wish by the duke and 
duchess to leave the grind 
of front-line royal duty had 
been known, but the timing 
of their announcement was 
not.

Bradby said “It’s cer-
tainly not true to say the pal-
ace were blindsided by this”. 
He added that “The couple’s 
view was they came back 
and wanted to talk to the 
family about their plans. It 
had been made clear to them 
in their absence there was 
going to be a slimmed down 
monarchy and they weren’t 
really a part of it.”

By N.Ugoh

Peter Mackay, a for-
mer federal cabinet minister 
has announced plans to run 
for the leadership of the fed-
eral Conservative party.

Recall that the former 
minister who made the an-
nouncement at the Museum 
of Industry in Stellarton, N.S 
MacKay, served in a num-
ber of portfolios under prime 
minister Stephen Harper.

According to a recent 
video posted on social me-
dia, MacKay said he is ready 
to challenge Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau in the next 
federal election.

It would be recalled 
that MacKay was the leader 
of the Progressive Conserva-
tive Party when it merged 
with the Canadian Alliance 
in 2003, creating the current 
Conservative party.

But prior to the 2015 

election which was the year 
the Harper Tories lost power 
and Harper himself resigned 
as leader; Mackay stepped 
away from politics.

The former minister’s 
formal announcement comes 
as Conservative Leader An-
drew Scheer wraps up the 
last day of a caucus meeting 
with MPs in Ottawa.

In a series of recent 
tweets, MacKay mentioned 
names of members of 
Scheer’s team who are now 
backing him for the leader-
ship.

In a similar devel-
opment, current MP Erin 
O’Toole is also expected to 
launch his bid in the com-
ing days. On his part, Pierre 
Poilievre, the Tory finance 
critic, who cited the burden 
it would place on his family 
as a yardstick, announced 
that he’s not running for 
the leadership.

By N.Ugoh

Canada’s Prime Min-
ister, Justin Trudeau has 
disclosed that Ottawa will 
provide $25,000 to the 
families of each of the 57 
Canadian citizens and 29 
permanent residents who 
died when Iran shot down a 
Ukrainian passenger jet.

According to the num-
ber one citizen of Canada, 
the money is intended to 
cover the cost of funeral ar-
rangements or travel, and 
it’s on top of an earlier com-
mitment to waive fees and 
speed up processing times 
for visas for those affected 
by the crash.

In a news conference, 
Trudeau said “This is a 
unique and unprecedented 
situation, because of the in-
ternational sanctions placed 
on Iran and the difficulties 
that that imposes on these 
families”.

While noting that it 
could take time, Trudeau 
succinctly averred that “I 
want to be clear: we expect 
Iran to compensate these 
families”.

“I have met them. 
They can’t wait weeks. 
They need support now.”

On his part, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne was 
in Oman recently to meet 
with his Iranian counterpart, 
Javad Zarif, to dialogue on 
the shooting down of the 
Ukraine International Air-
lines flight PS752, which 
killed 176 people.

That meeting comes 
after Canada and four oth-
er countries with citizens 
aboard the downed airliner 
came up with a list of de-
mands for Iran, which in-
cludes pressing that country 
to co-operate with the inves-
tigation.

According to official 
reports, all the countries 
are asking that Iran pun-
ish those responsible and 
compensate the families of 
victims.

Reports have it that 
the Canadian Press has in-
dependently confirmed at 
least 90 victims with ties 
to Canada, many of them 
students and professors re-
turning after spending the 
December break visiting 
relatives in Iran.

In a recent sermon dur-
ing prayers, Iran’s supreme 
leader called the downing of 
the civilian airliner a bitter 

By N.Ugoh

As part of their ef-
forts to protect lives, Parks 
Canada has unveiled new 
rules for climbers on the 
country’s highest peak af-
ter having to rescue eight 
people in seven years.

Among others, the 
rules which are posted on 
the agency’s website, in-
clude a ban on solo climb-
ing on 5,959-metre Mount 
Logan and a moratorium 
on winter mountaineering 
expeditions in Kluane Na-
tional Park in Yukon.

The official statement 
had it that climbers are also 
required to have insurance 
to cover search-and-rescue 
costs for any trip in the 
park’s Icefield Ranges be-
fore they are issued a per-
mit.

Speaking on the de-
velopment, Ed Jager, direc-
tor of visitor experience 
with Parks Canada said “It’s 
an incredibly beautiful place 
and we still want people to 
come visit and experience 
all national parks, including 
Kluane, and we also want 
to make sure, when they 
do, that it’s safe”.

In his words, that 
includes safety for both 
visitors and the teams who 
have to rescue people when 
something goes wrong.

The director succinctly 
averred that the morato-
rium on winter travel runs 
from Nov. 15 to March 15. 
Solo climbing won’t be al-
lowed until further notice.

He said “Both of those 
combined together are be-
cause of increased rescues 
that we’ve been seeing”.

“Those two factors 
— time of year and being 

alone — make expeditions 
more complicated, more 
difficult and increase the 
chance that a rescue might 
be required.”

Following this de-
velopment, climbers who 
intend to do an expedition 
in the Icefield Ranges from 
late March to mid-Novem-
ber require a permit from 
Parks Canada.

In his words, “We are 
adding a condition to the 
permit that you must have 
search- and-rescue insur-
ance”. He added that “If 
you do require a rescue, we 
will be asking you to pay 
through your insurance.”

According to the di-
rector, the eight rescue mis-
sions in the last seven years 
have cost between $60,000 
and $100,000 each.

“It’s a complex opera-
tion.”

With this develop-
ment, the insurance re-
quirement reduces the 
burden on taxpayers who 
usually end up picking up 
the cost of rescues.

While stating that 
there’s no plan to expand 
the rules to other national 
parks, Jager said “The cir-
cumstances of Kluane are 
unique”. 

“There’s the isolation. 
The place where people are 
getting rescued from is 100 
kilometres from the nearest 
road.

“There’s the altitude. 
There’s no other place in 
Canada where you have all 
these peaks over 5,000 me-
tres where helicopters don’t 
work well and you need to 
significantly change your 
approach to rescue. There’s 
very, very few people in 
that part of the world.”

By N.Ugoh

A year after the ugly 
incident, the family of for-
mer Bloc Quebecois leader 
Gilles Duceppe is suing the 
luxury seniors’ residence 
where their mother died after 
being trapped in a courtyard 
during a false fire alarm last 
winter.

Recall that 93-year-old 
Helene Rowley Hotte Du-
ceppe died of hypothermia a 
year ago on a morning when 
it was a bitter minus 35 de-
grees outside and snowing.

Speaking on the de-
velopment, Lawyer Marc-
Antoine Cloutier averred that 
while the death may have 
been accidental, the alleged 
negligence of staff at the Lux 
Gouverneur Montreal con-
tributed to the tragedy.

According to multiple 
reports last June, video sur-

veillance showed that the 
woman was trapped in the 
courtyard for six hours. It 
further disclosed that the 
93-year-old deceased tried to 
get back inside the building 
to no avail, since her access 
card wouldn’t let her back in-
side and no one noticed her 
absence.

Delineating on the de-
velopment, Lawyer Cloutier 
succinctly stated that the 
family and the estate are 
seeking just under $1.3 mil-
lion for both the suffering 
experienced by Rowley Hotte 
Duceppe, and the pain her 
death has caused her seven 
children.

It would also be recalled 
that as of last July, the fam-
ily sent the Lux Gouverneur 
notice that they were seeking 
damages, and were prepared 
to take legal action if the resi-
dence fails to comply. 

Queen Elizabeth And Prince Andrew 
Max Mumby/Indigogetty Images

accident that saddened Iran 
and made its enemies elated.

The leader, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei averred 
Iran’s international rivals 
have seized on the crash to 
question the country and its 
armed forces.

Also, while calling 
President Donald Trump a 
clown, Khamenei attacked 
the United States for its kill-
ing of a top Iranian general, 
which was a factor in put-
ting Iranian air defenses on 
high alert. 
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There is no right or 
wrong time to visit Yellow-
stone National Park. Instead, 
you need to know what you 
want to do while there as the 
park offers different activities 
depending on the weather.

Spring
Since Yellowstone sits 

about 8,000 feet above sea 
level, and it is located in the 
Northwest United States, 
spring arrives later here than 
in many locations. You need 
to come prepared for snow 
as late as May, and use Ac-
cuWeather to keep track 
of the local forecast. Once 
spring arrives, baby animals 
are often born, making it a 
great time to go on a hike or 
a scenic drive. Grizzly and 
black bears emerge from 
their dens, so they are easier 
to spot. This is the perfect 
time to take a guided hike 
as the national park begins 
to wake up. Keep track of 
which roads are open or 
closed. Come prepared for 
rain.

Summer
Everything is open 

in the summer. Summer 
also sees the most mas-
sive crowds. To escape the 
crowds, you may want to 
plan your trip midweek and 
avoid holidays, like Memori-
al Day and Labor Day. If you 
want to skip the crowds, try 
the 0.5-mile Trout Lake hike 
where you can see the bi-
son grazing along the lake’s 
shores. Try viewing the 
park’s most prominent fea-
tures early in the morning. 
Sunrise over Old Faithful can 
be particularly stunning as 

the mist rises off the water 
even if you miss seeing her 
erupt, which she does about 
every three hours. Summer 
is also a great time to head 
to the geysers in the moon-
light, go mountain biking or 
take a hot air balloon ride. 
Since the wind, available 
moonlight, and rain can sig-
nificantly affect what you 
get to do at Yellowstone, 
make sure to keep an eye on 
the local forecast.

Fall
Fall is a great time to 

visit Yellowstone as long as 
you stay weather aware. 
Most facilities remain open 
until October 1, and some 
campgrounds and lodges 
remain open throughout 
the year. Approximately 
95% of the people visiting 
Yellowstone see only 3% 
of the park. Fall is the per-
fect time to get away from 
the dwindling crowds on a 
hike. Brown trout are espe-
cially hungry in the autumn, 
so anglers often catch their 
limit. You will also hear elk 
bugling as they try to attract 
the attention of females. 
Many bison have spent 
the warmer months in the 
higher elevations. Still, now 
they are headed to lower el-
evations, like Lamar Valley, 
Mammoth Hot Springs, and 
the Old Faithful area, where 
winter will be easier to sur-
vive.

Winter
The first snowflakes 

can fly in late September in 
Yellowstone National Park, 
so be prepared by knowing 
what the local forecast calls 

for if you are going to visit 
Yellowstone in the winter. 
Most roads are only open 
to snowmobiles during the 
winter, but the North En-
trance is accessible most of 
the year. You will need to 
win the snowmobile lottery 
to bring your snowmobile 
or join a commercial tour 
when visiting in the winter. 
You can also go snowshoe-
ing or cross-country skiing 
in the winter. You may also 
want to join a naturalist on 
a winter tour to see how the 
animals survive when tem-
peratures seldom get above 
20 degrees, and an average 
of 150 inches of snow falls 
in the lower elevations and 
up to 400 inches in higher 
elevations annually.

Yellowstone is beauti-
ful regardless of the weather. 
You must, however, prepare 
for the worst. Keep alert to 
the local forecast, and pre-
pare for what weather comes 
your way.

www.accuweather.com
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By Stanley Ugagbe

2020 is set to be a tur-
bulent year for Zimbabwe 
as the country’s main op-
position leader has averred 
that he will roll out anti-
government street protests 
this year, declaring that the 
collapsing economy will im-
prove only if political issues, 
including a long-disputed 
election, are resolved.

Movement for Demo-
cratic Change (MDC) leader 
Nelson Chamisa while ad-
dressing thousands of sup-
porters in Mbare township 
at a rally, said he will use the 
protests to push for a “tran-
sitional authority” to run the 
southern African nation un-
til credible elections are held.

He said “This year is 
going to be a year of dem-
onstrations and action”. He 
continued that “It is time to 
fight for a Zimbabwe we all 
want, and have been dream-
ing of. Come what may, we 
will not be intimidated.”

In his eloquent speech, 
Chamisa said "The constitu-
tion allows (us) to demon-
strate when we feel it’s nec-
essary. So, this is going to be 
a year of demos and action".

The opposition leader 
went further to aver that 
"There is no gun that is 
able to stop you, there is no 
politician that is powerful 
enough to stop you, so Zim-
babweans always remember 
your rights (to protest)."

It would be recalled 
that Zimbabwe held largely 
peaceful elections in 2018 
in a transition from former 
leader Robert Mugabe’s 
nearly four-decade rule. But 
days later the military shot 
dead several people in Hara-
re as opposition supporters 
protested a delay in releas-
ing results.

While reacting to the 
lingering issues, President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, 
had said Chamisa should 
accept the election results, 
but the opposition leader still 

asserts the vote was rigged 
even though the constitu-
tional court threw out his 
legal challenge.

According to reports, 
Zimbabwe is in the throes of 
an entrenched economic cri-
sis that has rendered basic 
goods out of reach for most 
people whose earnings have 
been wiped out by galloping 
inflation - one of the high-
est in the world.

Reports also have it 
that the worst drought in 
40 years has added to the 
misery of Zimbabweans 
with more than half of the 
country's 15 million people 
now facing food shortages.

The opposition leader, 
Chamisa, who narrowly 
lost to President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa in the disputed 
2018 elections, told his fol-
lowers that he was prepared 
to negotiate with his political 
opponent to find a solution 
to the crises confronting the 
country.

The battle-ready op-

position leader dismissed 
current talks between the 
government and 19 of the 
smaller parties that lost the 
2018 poll, as a sideshow.

Since Mnangagwa 
took over the southern Af-
rican country following the 
2017 coup that deposed 
long-time authoritarian ruler 
Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe 
has sunk deeper into a po-
litical and economic quag-
mire.

Multiple reports have 
it that the government has 
been accused of harassment 
and abduction of opposition 
members and human rights 
defenders.

Also, efforts to re-
engage with the Western 
countries have also failed to 
yield result. The opposition 
leader cited Zimbabwe's 
failure to be invited to the 
UK-Africa Investment Sum-
mit held in London recently, 
as a sign that the country's 
re-engagement efforts have 
been unsuccessful.

By Stanley Ugagbe

President of Gha-
na, Nana Akufo-Addo 
has entreated President 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
expedite the process of 
reopening the closed bor-
ders because the Nigerian 
market is significant for 
certain categories of busi-
ness people in Ghana. 

Akufo-Addo made 
the plea to Buhari dur-
ing a bilateral discussion 
they had on the sidelines 
of the UK-Africa Invest-
ment Summit 2020 in 
London. 

In his words, the 
number one citizen of 
Ghana, while showing 
understanding of the 
need for Nigeria to pro-
tect her citizens, pleaded 
for “an expedited pro-
cess, because the Nige-
rian market is significant 
for certain categories of 
business people in Gha-
na.” 

But the Nigerian 
President, Buhari said 
that the partial closure of 
the borders was to stop 
proliferation of arms, 
ammunition and hard 
drugs which according to 
him are serving as great 
threat to the nation’s se-
curity.

The President, in a 
statement by his Special 
Adviser on Media and 
Publicity, Femi Adesina, 

said he could not keep 
his eyes open and watch 
youths being destroyed 
through cheap hard 
drugs, and compromised 
security caused by unbri-
dled influx of small arms. 

He said “The partial 
closure of Nigeria’s bor-
ders is not caused solely 
because food products, 
particularly rice, were be-
ing smuggled into Nige-
ria, but also because arms 
and ammunition, as well 
as hard drugs were being 
ferried into Nigeria.”

“When most of the 
vehicles carrying rice 
and other food products 
through our land borders 
are intercepted, you find 
cheap hard drugs, and 
small arms, under the 
food products. This has 
terrible consequences 
for any country,” Buhari 
said.

He said it was re-
grettable that the partial 
border closure was hav-
ing “negative economic 
impact on our neigh-
bors,” but added that “we 
cannot leave our country, 
particularly the youths, 
endangered.”

The President said 
the Sahel region was 
awash with small arms, 
which accounts for se-
vere security challenges 
in Mali, Chad, Burkina 
Faso, Niger and Nigeria.

“We are in fact the 

By N.Ugoh

According to the Unit-
ed States State Department, 
over 15,000 Ethiopian 
children were adopted by 
families in the U.S. between 
1999 and 2016. However, 
Ethiopia’s parliament has 
voted against foreign adop-
tion of its children.

The decision stems 
out of concerns and dis-
covery that children were 
being heavily abused and 
in some cases killed by the 
parents that adopted them. 
Also, there were concerns 
that children were encoun-
tering sex trafficking after 

being adopted.
For instance, in 2013, 

Larry and Carri Williams 
of Washington, were sen-
tenced for starving and 
beating their adopted 
13-year-old Ethiopian 
daughter. Also, the couple 
was convicted of heavily 
abusing another young ad-
opted Ethiopian boy.

The feeling in Ethio-
pia is that children that are 
in these vulnerable posi-
tions should be catered for 
through special services 
but many people doubt 
the sustainability of these 
services owing to  lack of 
funds.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Royal Bahamas De-
fense Force has disclosed 
that it apprehended a total 
of 31 Haitian migrants in the 
Ragged Island chain.

According to multiple 
reports, while acting on in-
formation received, HMBS L. 
L. Smith under the command 
of Senior Lieutenant Shawn 
Adderley commenced in-
vestigations confirming sus-
pected migrant sightings on 
an uninhabited cay, north of 
Ragged Island. 

Following the search 
of the cay, the team uncov-
ered just over 30 migrants, 
who all appeared to be in fair 

health.
In a statement made 

available to newsmen, the 
RBDF said, acting on infor-
mation, the HMBS LL Smith, 
under the command of Se-
nior Lieutenant Shawn Ad-
derley, searched the cay and 
“uncovered just over 30 mi-
grants who all appeared to be 
in fair health”.

The statement added 
that “A further search of the 
cay and surrounding area is 
currently being conducted by 
the Royal Bahamas Defense 
Force, assisted by members 
of the Ragged Island fish-
ing community,” the RBDF 
added.

According to the force, 

this latest apprehension of 
migrants is the first of the 
year, executed by members 
of the RBDF. 

But it would be re-
called that on January 7, an 
Immigration-led operation 
supported by members of the 
Royal Bahamas Defense and 
Police Forces and the United 
States Coast Guard appre-
hended 7 foreign nationals 
suspected of being engaged 
in human smuggling in Eight 
Mile Rock, Grand Bahama.

The Force succinctly 
averred that it remains com-
mitted to patrolling the na-
tion’s borders and protecting 
the territorial integrity of The 
Bahamas.

SOUTH SUDANESE MODEL NYAKIM GATWECH REJECTS 
$10,000 OFFER TO BLEACH

One Uber driver 
offered to pay 

“Queen of the Dark” 
South Sudanese mod-
el, Nyakim Gatwech,  
$10,000 to bleach her 
skin. Nyakim declined 
the offer and asked: 
“Why on earth would 
I ever bleach this 
beautiful melanin God 
blessed me with?”

Nyakim was giv-
en birth to in Ethiopia 
after her parents fled 
South Sudan due to 
the prevalence of civil 
war. Her family mi-
grated to Kenya from 
Ethiopia and later re-
located to the United 
States when she was 

14 years old.
According to re-

ports, Nyakim had 
been bullied many 
times because of her 
dark skin. A lot of un-
shameful People have 
told her to bleach her 
skin.

As an undeterred 
person, Nyakim took 
to social media to re-
veal her struggles and 
as well inspire other 
dark-skinned women. 
She frequently posts 
photos with soothing 
captions about self-
love and tackles the 
conventional beauty 
ideals which hold that 
lighter skin is better.

According to the 
World Health Organ-
isation statistics, in 
2011 alone, 40% of Af-
rican women bleached 
their skin. The percent-
age is higher in some 
countries: 77% of Ni-
gerian women, 59% of 
Togolese women, 35% 
of South African wom-
en, 27% of Senegalese 

women and 25% of 
women in Mali. 

Bleaching prod-
ucts are unsafe and 
can cause terrible dis-
eases like cancer, liver 
and kidney damage. 
Some countries in Af-
rica have banned the 
sale of some of these 
bleaching products.

biggest victims,” he la-
mented.

On time frame for 
reopening the borders, 
President Buhari said it 
would not happen till the 
final report of a commit-
tee set up on the matter 
was submitted and con-
sidered.

“We will get things 
sorted out. Our farm-
ers, especially those who 
grow rice, now have a 
market, and are happy, 
and we are also con-
cerned about hard drugs 
and weapons. Once the 
committee comes up with 
its recommendations, 
we will sit and consider 
them,” the President said.

By Dele Akintilo

Honda Motor Co. an-
nounced it would recall 2.7 
million older United States 
vehicles in North America 
due to possibly defective 
air bag inflators.

The defect reflects 
a separate type of Takata 
inflator than the ones that 
have propelled the biggest 
ever auto safety recalls 
worldwide which cov-
ers over 42 million United 
States vehicles by no fewer 
than19 automakers with 
Takata air bag inflators.

This new recall how-
ever covers Honda and 
Acura automobiles that 
were manufactured be-
tween 1996 and 2003. 
Honda revealed its aware-

ness of one field tear and 
bust of a inflator in the new 
recall exercise- a 2012 ac-
cident in Texas which re-
sulted in an injury - and 
two in Japan's junkyards.

According to Honda, 
2.4 million U.S. vehicles 
and 300,000 vehicles in 
Canada are covered by the 
campaign while the recall 
numbers for other coun-
tries have not been deter-
mined.

Takata released a new 
defect notification last No-
vember for inflators from 
four automakers which in-
cluded Honda.

Honda said the three 
vehicles "potentially were 
exposed to unusually high 
amounts of moisture prior 
to the rupture events."

Honda also said the 
recalls cover driver front 
airbag inflators that were 
produced with non-azide 
propellant and said "all in-
spections and repairs will 
begin in approximately one 
year, as replacement parts 
from alternative suppliers 
are not yet available."

While expressing its 
regret, Honda said it "re-
grets any inconvenience or 
distress that this situation 
may cause to our custom-
ers as we seek to resolve 
this situation. Honda be-
lieves that the risk of im-
proper airbag deployment 
in its vehicles remains very 
low at this time, but we 
cannot absolutely guaran-
tee the performance of any 
recalled part."

L-R: Guest, Nepken (organizer) Isoken (organizer), guest

Organizers and attendees 
(Pictures by NEBO TV)

EDO WOMEN HARP ON UNITY, 
EMPOWERMENT

The Association of 
Edo Women in Canada 
was founded by two 
prominent Edo women in 
Toronto, Nekpen Obaso-
gie & Isoken Ibie. These 
women strongly believe 
that togetherness is very 
pivotal to cultural, eco-
nomic and self-develop-
ment in the diaspora and 
our homelands. Cultur-
ally, Edo women in Can-
ada consist of four ethnic 
groups, Bini, Esan, Owan, 
and Etsako. Regardless 
of the ethnic diversity in 
Edo state, the Edo people 
have a strong ancestral 
connection. This connec-
tion should be recognized 
and maintained no mat-
ter where they are in the 
world. The aim of the as-

sociation is to harness the 
oneness and unity of all 
Edo women across Can-
ada. Their programs are 
centered around empow-
ering women, professional 
growth and promoting 
the rich cultural heritage 
of the Edo people. Their 
first event titled “Empow-
ering Women for Success 
in 2020” was held on the 
11th of January, 2020. 
The event featured some 
reputable professionals in 
the GTA environ.

GUEST SPEAKERS 
INCLUDE:

1. A doctorate pre-
pared nurse practitioner, 
Dr. Dorothy Ayela. She 
is a member of Faculty 
and founder/CEO at DNP 

Healthcare Solutions with 
over 25 years of experi-
ence within the Canadian 
healthcare system.

2. An educator, Os-
holene Oshobugie. She is 
currently an African Indig-
enous educator and Afri-
can Indigenous storyteller 
for children. She teaches 
African/Black children 
to become rooted in the 
knowledge of self, their 
past, their present, and 
their future

3. The president of 
Women’s Focus in Cana-
da, Dr. Oluremi Adewale. 
She is a Canadian trained 
registered nurse and cur-
rently works as a Mental 
Health Nurse Consultant 
with a major municipality 
in Toronto, Canada.

4. An elected mem-
ber of the City Youth 
Council of Toronto, Itohan 
Evbagharu. She is current-
ly serving her second term 
amplifying youth voices in 
City Hall.

5. A registered phar-
macist, Uyinmwen Rose-
mary Ehiemua

6. A life coach spe-
cialist and author of two 
books, Manny Bains.

7. An author of two 
books and motivational 
speaker, Lucy Ruth

8. A pastor and chap-
lain, Toni Akintoye
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The French Corner - Bonjour 

ALPHABET SOUNDS – 
CIRCLE THE CORRECT FRENCH SOUNDS  

SOLVE THE PROBLEMS

FRENCH VOCABULARY ON GREETINGS

Bb     (be)         (bbe)      (beh)
Ee     (uh)         (eh)        (uhe)
Tt     (tte)        (teh)       (tee)
Jj        (jeei)     (jhe)       (jhee)
Oo     (oh)        (ow)       (ohh)
Xx     (iek)       (eeks)     (seks)
Ii       (ee)         (ei)          (ii)
Gg     (gee)      (jhay)     (ghay)
Rr     (err)       (arr)       (air)
Kk     (caa)      (kah)       (cah)
Ww   (duu blah veh)    (dou bah veh)
Pp      (peh)    (pieh)    (pah)
Yy      (e-jrek)   (ii-grek)   (ee-grek)
Qq     (koo)     (coo)      (cuo)

answers on page (43)

Bonjour   -           Good morning
Bonne après midi  -  Good afternoon
Bonsoir   -           Good evening
Bonne nuit  -           Goodnight

BY FARIDAT AUDU

www.globalvouseducation.com
Tel: 647-838-8794 or 905-581-9216
Email: faudu@globalvouseducation.com

We Offer:
• Online French Classes, Ages 5 - 12
• French Circle Time In-Class for Youngsters for
   Daycares and Schools
• Bilingual Posters, CO's and Books

Faridat A. Audu

1. Eze pays $10.00 for a book that costs $5.22. What is his change? 

$_________ cent________

2. A box of Chocolate costs $2.99. How much do 3 boxes of Choco-
late cost? 

$_______cent__________

3. Sade has $7.70 and her friend Chidera has $5.50. How much do 
both of them have in all?

$____________ cent_________

4. ICE CREAM - $4.99

I HAVE $8.00
Do you think I have enough money to buy 2 boxes of ice cream for 

my brother? If not, how much more do I need?

$____________ cent_________
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YOUTH CORNER
Your Children need your PRESENCE more than your PRESENTS” – Jesse Jackson

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE
We welcome you to our page. It is a brand new year and we are excited to bring you useful information.

Our French corner is back; we hope you would follow along because we are starting with basic information. 
Enjoy the rest of the year.

Thank you for your support and we look forward to your feedback.

Oluchi Ugoh

a)

b)

TELEPHONE SCRAMBLE
BY DIVINE CHIMSOM UGOH

WORK IT OUT EXAMPLES: 

BOOK OF THE MONTH
BLACK PANTHER VOL. 1

DO YOU KNOW THE 
ANSWERS?

1. The artery that carries blood from the heart is 
called ____________

(a) aorta (b) capillaries (c) pulmonary artery  
(d) ulmonary veins

2. The ___________ supports food in the mouth and 
keeps it from pouring out of the mouth

(a) teeth (b) tongue (c) nose (d) lips

3. The process by which plants manufacture their 
food with the aid of sunlight is called _____________

(a) respiration (b) photo chemical (c) photosynthe-
sis (d) photoscience 

4. Animals that live on both land and water are 
called _________________

(a) reptiles (b) mammals (c) amphibians (d) verte-
brates

5. The force in the centre of the earth that attracts 
things to the earth is known a  _______________

(a)thunder force (b) force of gravity 
(c) gravitational push (d) planetary force

6. One of these is not a social networking tool                                                                                                                  
(a) facebook (b) twitter (c) instagram (d) corel draw

7. The first set of teeth of a baby is called 
____________ teeth                                                                                                    

(a) permanent  (b) temporary (c) dentition 
(d) milk teeth

8. Fruits and vegetles are sources of ____________                                                                                                                      
(a) carbohydrates  (b) vitamins (c) salt (d) proteins

9. One of these is a general name for the others                                                                                                                 
(a) mars (b) pluto (c) planets (d) Uranus

10. Dictionary and words:anthology and __________                                                                                 
(a) biographies  (b) paragraphs (c) poems 
(d) sentences

Sample
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By Ta-Nehisi Coates

It is surely a new era 
for the Black Panther as the 
kingdom of Wakanda enters 
its final days! An era that 
sees Ta-Nehisi Coates con-
fronts T'Challa with dramatic 
tremor in his homeland that 
will make leading the Af-
rican nation tougher than 
ever before. The land famed 
for incredible technology and 
proud warrior traditions was 
thrown into turmoil when a 
terrorist group that calls it-
self, The People sparked a 
violent uprising. And as the 
group’s leader, Zenzi, manip-
ulates the populace against 
their king, the former queen 
Shuri's spirit makes a queer 
journey through the Djalia, 
and a new Crew is formed! 
Following the violence, if 
Wakanda is to survive, it 
must adapt - but can its 
monarch, one of a long line 
of Black Panthers, survive 
the necessary change? Find 
out yourself!

Practice Makes Perfect.
C’est en forgeant qu’on devient forgeron.

FRENCH IDIOM
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BUSINESS

Jean Paul 
Gauthier retires 
from fashion

Labatt Buys Delta’s 
Goodridge & Williams 
Distillery

Visa buys Nigerian 
“Unicorn” 
Interswitch’s stake

Jeff Bezo’s phone was probably 
hacked by Mohammed bin Salman

Tim Hortons 
Stop Sale of 
Beyond Meat 
Sandwiches 
in B.C., Ont.

BMO Apologize over 
Indigenous Man and 
Granddaughter’s Arrest

Bank of Canada Launches 
Voting on New Face 
of $5 Bill 

By NCNC staff

After lighting 
up the fashion world 
for over half of last 
century, Jean-Paul 
Gaultier eventually 
retired from fashion. 
The iconic French 
provocateur recently 
bid farewell with one 
hour long musical 
showpiece coupled 
with an orchestra and 
a cast of hundreds 
to commemorate the 
friends and the fre-
quent outrageous 
looks shot him into 
stardom.

With what looked 
like the whole fashion 
world converged to 
pay tribute, the mas-
sive production com-
menced with a black 
coffin that has two 
conical breasts stick-
ing out of it being 
conveyed down a set 
that is worthy of Cecil 
B DeMille.

That marked 
Gaultier's joke that 
the conical bra he 
magnificently put on 
Madonna will likely 
end up on his tomb-
stone.

The show was 
closed by British sing-
er Boy George, with 
fashionistas standing 

on their feet as the 
sensational designer 
appeared in the same 
blue work overalls 
worn by his studio 
staff when the curtain 
was lifted to unveil 
the backstage.

In his message 
before the curtain 
lifted, Gaultier said: 
"There are too many 
clothes and too many 
that are never worn. 
Don't throw them 
away, recycle them.

"When I was a 
child my mother told 
me how she would 
turn my father's old 
worn trousers into 
skirts. That marked 
me. You can love a 
garment again by 
transforming it.

"I have been do-
ing that since... In my 
first show and in this 
my last there are cre-
ations made with the 
jeans I've worn.

"It's the most 
beautiful of materials. 
Like a lot of humans, 
it becomes even more 
beautiful as it gets 
older."

Gaultier stunned 
his fans when he 
announced that the 
haute couture show 
in Paris would be his 
last.

By Dele Akintilo

It has been reported 
that the mobile phone of 
Amazon billionaire Jeff 
Bezos was hacked in 
2018 after he received a 
WhatsApp message that 
was sent from the per-
sonal account of Saudi 
Arabia's crown prince.

The results of a 
digital forensic analysis 
revealed that the en-
crypted message from 
Mohammed bin Salman's 
number is said to pos-
sess a malicious file that 

hacked the phone of the 
Jeff Bezos.

The analysis dis-
covered that it is “high-
ly probable” that the 
phone's infiltration was 
facilitated by an infected 
video file sent from the 
crown prince's account 
to Bezos.

The duo had been 
having a friendly What-
sApp communication 
prior to the time the un-
solicited file was sent. 
Also, huge amount of 
data were extracted from 
Bezos’s phone within 

hours of sending the un-
solicited file.

The shocking reve-
lation that the heir to the 
throne of Saudi Arabia 
may be personally in-
volved in the hacking of 
the founder of Amazon 
is expected to send huge 
shockwaves from Wall 
Street to Silicon Valley.

It is also expected 
to undermine efforts by 
the crown prince to woo 
more investors from the 
west to Saudi Arabia, 
where he has promised 
to economically grow the 

kingdom.
Furthermore, the 

revelation is likely to 
raise difficult questions 
relating to how a United 
States tabloid (National 
Enquirer) came about 
publishing intimate de-
tails about the private life 
of Bezos some months 
later.

Digital forensic ex-
perts commenced exami-
nation of Bezos’s phone 
following the National 
Enquirer's publication  
of intimate details about 
Bezos’s private life last 
January.

The publication re-
vealed Bezos’s involve-
ment in an extramarital 
relationship and it trig-
gered his security team 
to unveil how the pri-
vate texts of Bezos were 
gotten by the American 
Media Inc (AMI) owned 
supermarket tabloid.

While AMI made it 
known it was tipped off 
concerning the affair by 
Bezos’s girlfriend's es-
tranged brother, the in-
vestigation by the team 
of Bezos discovered with 
high confidence that the 
Saudis had found a way 
to hack Bezos’s phone 
and “gained private in-
formation” about Bezos.

By NCNC staff

Tim Hortons has 
decided not to sell Be-
yond Meat products in 
B.C. and Ontario, the 
last two provinces that 
served them followin 
the company's Septem-
ber scaling back of the 
plant-based offering.

According to the 
coffee chain's parent 
company, Restaurant 
Brands International 
(RBI), there was low 
demand for the prod-
ucts so there was no 
need to keep selling 
Beyond Meat breakfast 
sandwiches in the two 
provinces.

The company 
started the plant-based 
breakfast sandwich in 

May 2019. In the fol-
lowing month, the com-
pany rolled out three 
plant-based sandwiches 
nationally while two Be-
yond Meat burgers were 
added to menus in July.

In September, Res-
taurant Brands Interna-
tional revealed it would 
continue with selling 
the alternative protein 
breakfast sandwiches in 
Ontario and B.C. only.

Meanwhile, Sarah 
McConnell in her reaction 
to the development said 
the company will con-
tinue with exploration of 
plant-based options due 
to the fact that it creates 
new menu items but as 
far as the immediate fu-
ture is concerned, noth-
ing is planned.

By NCNC staff

The Bank of Can-
ada has launched its 
public consultation on 
the new face of $5 bill. 
The meaning of that 
is Canadians can now 
vote whose fave they 
want on the new $5 
notes. In respect of this 
development, nomina-
tions are ongoing and 
will last till March 11, 
2020 through www.
bankofcanada.ca for 
candidates that are 
Canadians by birth or 
naturalization and have 
exhibited outstanding 

leadership and achieve-
ment or in any field that 
Canadians have ben-
efitted from. Also, the 
candidates must have 
been dead for a mini-
mum of least 25 years 
and must not be fiction-
al writers.

An online cam-
paign emerged to fol-
lowing the Bank of 
Canada's Governor's 
recent talk in Vancou-
ver about changing Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier's image 
on the $5. The online 
campaign wants to 
have Terry Fox on the 
bill in an effort to recog-

nize his legacy on can-
cer research. 

In the same vein, 
Dave Teixeira has sug-
gested that having Fox 
on the new $5 note 
would be a design that 
is appropriate this year 
as the annual run in his 
name will mark its 40th 
anniversary this Sep-
tember.

Also Mayor Brad 
West has made it 
known he wants to 
write a letter to the 
Bank of Canada to de-
claew his support for 
having Terry Fox on 
the $5 bill.

In a press release, 
Governor Stephen 
Poloz said: "This open 
call for nominations is 
another great oppor-
tunity to highlight the 
many stories of heroes, 
sometimes unsung 
ones, who have helped 
shape the Canada we 
live in today. I hope this 
process sparks conver-
sations and encourag-
es us all to learn more 
about our great coun-
try and its remarkable 
people".

The new $5 bill 
will be in circulation in 
2023 or 2024.

By NCNC staff

Following the hand-
cuff of an Indigenous 
man and his 12-year-old 
granddaughter at a BMO 
branch in Vancouver, 
BMO Financial Group 
has set up an advisory 
council of Indigenous 
leaders from all parts of 
the country.

While apeaking 
about the incident, CEO 
Darryl White said the 
customer was "not treat-
ed with the respect or 
trust."

Darryl said: "He en-
tered our branch to open 
an account for his grand-
daughter and they were 
escorted out by police. 
This is unacceptable."

No fewer than eight 
people have been ap-

pointed to the advisory 
council and BMO says 
the council will be en-
larged from its initial 
membership to represent 
more Metis, Inuit and 
First Nation communi-
ties.

Recently, Police 
Complaint Commission-
er's office in B.C. said it 
has asked for informa-
tion from the Vancouver 
Police Department to find 
out if the officers who 
arrested the duo on De-
cember 20, 2019  exhib-
ited gross misconduct.

Delta Police Depart-
ment is carrying out the 
investigation.

Not too long ago, 
Chief Stewart Phillip of 
the Union of BC Indian 
Chiefs admonished in-
stitutions to be cautious 

of racial profiling and 
labelled the decision to 
handcuff the girl and 
her grandfather "outra-
geous."

The police depart-
ment revealed that the 
department was called 
after a fraud case was re-
ported.

According to the 
statement: "Both individ-
uals who were identified 
by the bank as suspects 
were initially handcuffed 
while officers investigated 
the claim. Officers con-
firmed the identity of the 
two individuals and con-
firmed that no criminal 
activity had occurred. We 
recognize that this entire 
situation has been upset-
ting and distressing for 
the two individuals."

Darryl said the jobs 

of his employees are dif-
ficult jobs, as such, they 
are sometimes required to 
make valuable  decisions 
on incomplete informa-
tion, but in this case, the 
decisions made in were 
wrong.

In his statement,  he 
said: "The vast majority of 
the time we get these deci-
sions right. This time we 
didn't. I  and our entire or-
ganization  unreservedly 
apologize for what hap-
pened. We simply should 
not have called the police, 
regardless of the circum-
stances."

He said the bank has 
decided to partner with 
indigenous leaders to in-
troduce new training for 
its senior staff across the 
country and is facilitat-
ing training for every of 
its employees in a bid to 
respond to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commis-
sion's demand for more 
education about the his-
tory of Indigenous People.

Darryl said: "People 
are disappointed and an-
gry with us, and I don't 
blame them. While I rec-
ognize apologies alone 
are not enough. The buck 
stops with me. I know we 
have to do better and we 
will do better. Creating 
this council is an impor-
tant step."

By NCNC staff

Labatt Breweries 
has announced it has ac-
quired Goodridge & Wil-
liams Distillery, the mak-
er of Nutrl vodka, vodka 
soda drinks, ready to 
drink canned cocktails 
and other spirits.

Labatt revealed the 
distillery will continue its 
operations under founder 
Meehan and his team's 
leadership. The company 
also revealed that they 
would work on creating 
new products.

Labatt wants to le-

verage on its distribu-
tion network to grow 
Goodridge & Williams 
brands and other prod-
ucts.

The companies 
made it known that in-
dustry data reveales that 
the ready-to-drink alco-
hol sub-sector is growing 
with no inherent signs of 
retardation but according 
to Trade Association Beer 
Canada, beer sales and 
consumption have been 
in a decline.

The financial terms 
and conditions have not 
been disclosed by Labatt.

By NCNC staff

Visa Inc will buy 
an important minor-
ity stake in Nigerian 
payments processing 
platform Interswitch. 
Both companies said 
in a recent statement 
that this will create 
“an instant acceptance 
network across Africa” 
that will aid expan-
sion.

As at the time of 
filing this report, Inter-
switch and Visa were 
yet to provide financial 
details but Nigerian 

Canadian News gath-
ered that Visa would 
buy a 20% stake for 
$200 million.

That would in-
crease Interswitch's 
worth to $1 billion and 
give it “unicorn” status 
- a term for tech out-
fits with a valuation of 
greater than or equal 
to one billion dollars.

With this devel-
opment, Visa will join 
IFC, Helios Investment 
Partners and TA As-
sociates as the major 
shareholders in Inter-
switch.

Visa's regional 
President for Europe, 
the Middle East and 
Africa, Andrew To-
ree said that Africa is 
a “priority region” for 
the company.

Founded in 2002 
by Mitchell Elegbe, 
Interswitch also is the 
owner of Verve (the 
biggest domestic debit 
card scheme in Africa) 
and Quickteller, a pay-
ments platform which 
enables bill payments, 
money transfers and 
mobile and internet air 
time purchases.
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No matter the height you’ve attained, getting knowledge is a major factor that will keep you afloat. We bring you some engaging novels that will surely impact your life and 
add to your wealth of knowledge. Read, enjoy and explore!

RELIGIOUS BOOKS 
EDITOR’S PICK 

FICTION & NON FICTION BOOKS

SOURCE: AMAZON.COM

BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE TORONTO & MISSISSAUGA PUBLIC LIBRARIES

BOOKS - EDITOR’S PICK
FICTION & NON FICTION BOOKS

Get Over It!: 
Thought Therapy 
for Healing the 

Hard Stuff
By Iyanla Vanzant

101 Ways To Make 
Money in Africa

By John-Paul Iwuoha and 
Harnet Bokrezion (Phd) 

The White House 
By JaQuavis Coleman 

Sidney Chambers 
and The Dangers 

of Temptation: 
Grantchester 

Mysteries 5 
By James Runcie

He Played Me
MS. L.B

Christmas With The Okafors: 
An Ethic Holiday Edition

By Ashley Antoinette 

The Akan, Other African a
& The Sirius Star System

By Kwame Adapa

If you have been missing out on our previous editions, we urge you to go all out for these books! There are lots of life’s lessons you stand to learn. There are opportunities therein! Read, 
meditate and take action!

TO THE RESCUE
SAY NO TO CORRUPTION - By Pastor Dele Dada

The Truths We 
Hold: An American 

Journey
By Kamala Harris

After many 
years of practicing, 
Archdeacon Sidney 
Chambers was begin-
ning to realize that 
the life of a full-time 
priest (and part-time 
detective) is not an 
easy sail. With an 
open arm, he wel-
comed a bewitching 
divorcee in a mink 
coat who interrupted 
his family lunch ask-
ing him to help lo-
cate her missing son. 
Sidney had hoped it 
will be an open and 
shut case. Being that 
he was only trying to 
help an urgent situa-
tion, the least thing 
he expected was to 
be dragged into the 
strange workings of 
a menacing cult, or 
to find himself mud-
dled up in another 
unscrupulous murder 
investigation. Little 
did he know that the 
village of Grantches-
ter is not as peaceful 
as it seems... accused 
of stealing an heir-
loom and enmeshed 
in an ominous case 
of blackmail, Sidney 
is once again rushed 
off his feet in this ea-
gerly anticipated fifth 
instalment in The 
Grantchester Myster-
ies series.

Initially Titled 
Under “He Almost 
Had Me”~ Decisions 
are what make or 
mar a man. While 
some get it right, 
others get it wrong. 
But what was Yaz-
min’s case? Like 
Yazmin, have you 
ever had a flashback 
over your entire life 
and thought about 
every ugly decision 
you have ever made 
and how fulfilled you 
could have been if 
only you had made 
the right decisions? 
Surely, this story is 
an embodiment of 
how lust, love, lies 
and sex can lead you 
down a dark path 
full of passion, jeal-
ousy, hate, betray-
als, and ultimately 
your demise. For 
the past two years, 
Yazmin found her-
self in a sexless, 
loveless marriage. 
However, she was 
contented but as ex-
pected, not happy. 
But those gloomy 
days only lasted un-
til the charming and 
powerful Jai found 
his way into her life. 
Jai was exactly her 
spec. He was ev-
erything she desired 
in man, charming, 
handsome with just 
the right amount of 
street swag. But as 
the saying goes, ev-
erything that Glit-
ters Isn’t Gold! And 

It was one of 
those eupeptic nights 
before Christmas and 
all through houseA 
whole family slept 
soundly, three kids, 
two grandchildren, 
a husband and his 
spouse...Ezra “Ethic” 
Okafor and his fam-
ily are finally com-
plete. Ethic finally 
found his spec in Al-
ani after several years 
of loneliness. Alani 
was the queen of his 
castle and is a doting 
mother figure to his 
children. They have 
barely been wedded 
for a few months and 
their journey together 

so far has been a hap-
py and peaceful sail. 
Alani was anxious of 
starting new traditions 
with her family and 
she was determined 
to make the twelve 
days before Christmas 
memorable for them 
all. We urge you to 
catch up with the Oka-
for’s as they spread 
a bit of nostalgia and 
some Christmas cheer 
in this surprise release 
by Ashley Antoinette. 
To fully enjoy this 
novel, grab a cup of 
hot chocolate, spike 
it with something 
strong, hit play on the 
holiday playlist.

Certainly, this 
book is a thriller that 
explores certain as-
pects of Akan lan-
guage, culture and 
tradition that point to 
association with star 
beings from the Sirius 
star system. The Akan 
are an African indig-
enous group found 
primarily in the south-
ern parts of Ghana, as 
well as in Cote d’Ivoire 
and in Togo. The book 
unearthed how Akan 
language and culture 
offer clues and rev-
elations that point to 
links with the ancient 
cultures of Mesopo-
tamia and of the Nile 
valley. In the book, 
Kwame Adapa shows 
that names of Akan 
deities can be traced 
back to Egyptian and 
Mesopotamian deities 
who have links with 
the Sirius star system. 

Having grown up in 
Akan culture, it was 
a starting point for 
Kwame Adapa to do 
more research on the 
Akan and other Afri-
can people. Some of 
the revelations in this 
book are language and 
cultural connections 
between the Akan and 
other African groups 
as well as with human 
groups beyond Africa. 
The author, Kwame 
Adapa tells an engag-
ing story that implies 
that the Akan, the 
Bakwama, the Bam-
bara, the Dogon and 
just about every Af-
rican ethnic group is 
connected to the Siri-
us star system in one 
way or another. As 
revealed in the book, 
these connections can 
be found in their leg-
ends, their language 
and their culture.

sometimes the grass 
looks greener on the 
other side because 
its fake! On her part, 
Nadia has been in an 
abusive marriage for 
the past ten years. 
However, she has 
enjoyed a lavish life 
of fancy cars, exotic 
trips, diamonds and 
furs, but not without 
enduring the count-
less black eyes, out-
side kids, and being 
pimped out by her 
husband that has 
come along with it. 

But she failed to re-
alize that life is more 
important and noth-
ing her husband ever 
gave her was more 
valuable than her 
life. Jai was manipu-
lative, charming and 
controlling. He was a 
true player who used 
his power and mon-
ey to control and 
mistreat every wom-
an in his life. As the 
case of some men, he 
sees women as noth-
ing more than tro-
phies and used them 

to boast his ego. But 
his manipulative and 
domineering days 
only lasted until he 
met the beautiful and 
sexy Yazmin. When 
their three worlds 

collided, life taught 
them their hardest 
lessons! Surely, Be-
trayal Wouldn’t Be 
Betrayal, If It Didn’t 
Come from Someone 
You Love!

Everything I Desire 
Kindle Edition
By B. Love (Author)

Arabella Jenkins has 
not really had it good in re-
lationship, she’s also unable 
to work on herself or her 
dreams. After her last rela-
tionship comes to an end, 
her sister advised her to go 
ninety days without dating 
or sex. 

Denzel White is on 
a challenge to date many 
women within 90 days until 
he meets Arabella.

Both of them have 90 
days to prove.

Senator Kamala Har-
ris, a daughter of an es-
teemed economist from 
Jamaica and an admired 
cancer researcher from In-
dia, was raised in an Oak-
land, California community 
that cared deeply about so-
cial justice. While growing 
up, Harris herself never hid 
her passion for justice, and 
when she became a pros-
ecutor out of law school, 
a deputy district attorney, 
she quickly established her-
self as one of the most in-
novative change agents in 
American law enforcement. 
Harris progressed rapidly to 
become the elected District 
Attorney for San Francisco, 
and then the chief law en-
forcement officer of the state 
of California as a whole. 
Known for bringing a voice 
to the voiceless, she cham-
pioned the course during the 
foreclosure crisis, winning a 
historic settlement for Cali-
fornia’s working families. 
Learning and supporting 
truth has been the pole star 
that guided Harris to a trans-
formational career as the top 
law enforcement official in 
California, and it is guiding 

In the face of life’s ad-
versities and how many of 
us face unprecedented fears 
about the future, struggle 
with unspeakable life trag-
edies, and sink under the 
belief that certain lives 
do not matter in our soci-
ety, Iyanla offers a unique 
spiritual technology called 
“thought therapy”, a pro-
cess that harnesses proven 
spiritual tools with the sci-
ence of neuroplasticity. The 
42 prayers and affirma-
tions, and complementary 
energy-clearing tools at the 
heart of the thought thera-
py process are designed to 
neutralize and eliminate the 
unconscious, unproductive, 
soul-destroying dominant 
negative thought patterns 
(DNTPs) and discordant 
emotional energies, allow-
ing you to get to the root 
cause of your personal suf-
fering, and make life-affirm-
ing choices. Iyanla Vanz-
ant believes that if you’re 
ready to break free of your 
ego’s resistance and willing 
to face yourself, willing to 
change, and willing to heal 
and grow, then this therapy 
is what you need.

In this book, the au-
thors unearthed the unbe-
lievable business opportuni-
ties that exist in Africa and 
the amazing success stories 
that prove their viability and 
profitability. It has mapped 
out innovative ideas that 
will help you make money 
in Africa. The authors see 
Africa as a land of oppor-
tunity and the world’s last 
market frontier and the 
second-fastest growing eco-
nomic region of the world. 
They posit that Africa’s eco-
nomic journey to catch up 
with the rest of the devel-
oped world is a trillion-dollar 
opportunity for those who 
know where to look. While 
the rest of the world sees 
a continent that’s stricken 
with poverty, diseases and 
conflict, the authors see a 
continent that is already 
wealthy. The book was writ-
ten for two classes of people: 
Africans and non-Africans 
outside the continent who 
want to start a business in 
Africa and the millions of 
potential entrepreneurs who 
currently live in Africa but 

It is a book that 
presents a practical life’s 
dilemma. The type that 
one has to take a lifetime 
decision that will either 
make or mar you.  Young 
heroine Draya is a labor-
ing maid in a luxurious 
white house. On this 
fateful day, in the course 
of performing her duties, 
she is presented with an 
irresistible opportunity 
for a quick--and risky-

-payday. Events that un-
folded in the white house 
changed the course of 
her life. Characterized 
with kidnapping, mur-
der, and mayhem, the 
book is a twisting plot 
with an explosive ending 
that no one sees coming. 
A perusal of the story 
will show you how life 
can forever be altered 
due to an unfortunate 
series of events. 

her now as a transforma-
tional United States Senator, 
grappling with an array of 
complex issues that affect 
her state, the country, and 
the world, from health care 
and the new economy to im-
migration, national security, 
the opioid crisis, and acceler-
ating inequality. In her way 
of giving back to the society, 
Kamala Harris offers in THE 
TRUTHS WE HOLD a mas-
ter class in problem solving, 
in crisis management, and 
leadership in challenging 
times. Senator Kamala Har-
ris’s commitment to speak-
ing truth is informed by her 
upbringing. 

have no idea what kind of 
business to start. The book 
is a clear, factual and action-

able information about the 
kinds of businesses that will 
work in Africa.

“Okay. Let us proceed 
I have few points more”. 
Mr. Bassey continued. He 
took another sip of water. “I 
usually have dry lips when 
I talk for a long time. So 
permit my drinking water.”

The principal said “Go 
ahead Sir.”

Tosin helped Mr. 
Bassey to refill his cup from 
the two-liter bottled water.

“The next one is 
what I called Practice,” Mr. 
Bassey seemed to have re-
gained his strength. “Prac-
tice sharpens your talent. 
The myth about highly-tal-
ented people is that they are 

born that way. But in truth, 
this is hardly the case. 
Preparation positions talent 
and practice sharpens it. It 
was Max DePree who said 
“You cannot become what 
you need to be by remain-
ing what you are.” Prac-
tice enables development. 
Practice leads to discovery.” 
Don’t be afraid to give your 
best to what seemingly are 
small jobs. Every time you 
conquer one, it makes you 
that much stronger. Dale 
Carnegie shared the same 
sentiment when he was 
quoted as saying. “Perse-
verance sustains your tal-
ent. Talent provides hope 

for accomplishment, per-
severance guarantees it.” 
The famous Thomas Edison 
who spent many years and 
carried out many experi-
ments before inventing in-
candescent light bulbs, mo-
tion pictures machine (first 
silent movies and then talk-
ing movies), mimeograph 
machine, the phonograph, 
a carbon telephone trans-
mitter, which paved way 
for our modern telephone 
said “Many of life’s failures 
are people who did not re-
alise how close they were 
to success when they gave 
Up.” Perseverance is about 
succeeding because you are 

determined to, not destined 
to. Hannibal said “We will 
either find a way or make 
one”

Mr. Bassey Continues 
“I need you to realize there 
are enemies of persever-
ance. A lifestyle of giving 
up. A wrong belief that 
success should be easy. A 
wrong belief that success 
is a destination. Lack of re-
silience. In his book ‘Think 
And Grow Rich’ Dale Carn-
egie. He narrated a story 
of someone who bought a 
land and was mining it for 
gold in California. After sev-
eral efforts and he could not 
get gold he sold the land for 
cheap. The new owners did 
not dig far when they struck 
gold. He eventually became 
an insurance agent. He said 

there was no person that he 
sold an insurance policy to 
that did not turn him away 
the first time he showed up. 
But he has learnt a bitter 
lesson of failure to perse-
vere in his first business en-
terprise. If you have talent 
and you have no stamina 
for perseverance, your life 
will be a roller coaster.

When I was in the 
university, there was this 
young man who came to 
study Physics. He was re-
peating ‘Prelim’ as the first 
year in the university was 
called when we got admis-
sion. My guess was that he 
found the course very chal-
lenging. His junior brother 
was in our set. His junior 
brother was given admis-
sion to study Medicine. He 

had a permanent seat in 
the reading room in those 
days for the four years of 
his course. He had lantern, 
and candles which he used 
any time there was power 

continued on p(43)
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

FRESH TROUBLE FOR PRINCE ANDREW 
AS VIRGINIA GIUFFRE PLEADS FOR UK 
PUBLIC SUPPORT IN SEX SCANDAL

TESCO  INVESTIGATES ‘FORCED LABOR’ 
AT CHINESE  FACTORY AFTER  GIRL FINDS 
MESSAGE IN CHRISTMAS CARD

UKRAINE PRESIDENT REJECTS PRIME 
MINISTER’S RESIGNATION 

CHINA ACCUSES US OF TARNISHING 
ITS REPUTATION

BOLIVIA SUSPENDS DIPLOMATIC 
RELATION WITH CUBA

ICJ ORDERS MYANMAR TO PROTECT 
MINORITY MUSLIM POPULATION

SANDERS: CARDI B SHOULD RUN FOR 
POLITICAL OFFICE

UNITED STATES TO PLACE VISA 
RESTRICTION ON NIGERIA

FIRST GAY MUSLIM WEDDING HELD IN 
UNITED KINGDOM

By Stanley Ugagbe

The ongoing drama be-
tween the beleaguered 
Prince Andrew Albert and 
his accuser, Virginia Giuffre 
has unveiled another hot 
episode as the latter who 
claimed she was trafficked 
as a teenager to have sex 
with him, appeared on tele-
vision to implore the British 
public to “not accept this as 
being OK”.

It would be recalled 
that Giuffre had in her first 
UK broadcast interview re-
peated allegations she had 
sex with the prince when 
she was aged 17 on the 
instructions of Ghislaine 
Maxwell, a socialite and 
close friend of the US fi-
nancier and sex offender, 
Jeffrey Epstein, who killed 
himself in August.

According to reports, 
the 59-year-old Prince 
whose relationship with 
Epstein has led to him 
standing down from public 
duties, has consistently and 
categorically denied the al-
legations, which Bucking-
ham Palace said were “false 

and without foundation”.
News sources dis-

closed that BBC Panorama 
said it unearthed a 2015 
email from Andrew to Max-
well asking for help deal-
ing with the allegations by 
Giuffre, previously Virginia 
Roberts. He wrote: “Let me 
know when we can talk. 
Got some specific questions 
to ask you about Virginia 
Roberts,” to which Maxwell 
replied: “Have some info. 
Call me when you have a 
moment.”

However, in a recent 
interview, Giuffre succinctly 
said: “I implore the people 
in the UK to stand up be-
side me, to help me fight 
this fight, to not accept this 

as being OK.
“This is not some sor-

did sex story. This is a story 
of being trafficked. This is a 
story of abuse and this is a 
story of your guy’s royalty.”

Further reports on the 
development stated that 
Panorama’s the Prince and 
the Epstein Scandal claimed 
five of Epstein’s victims, 
who are suing the finan-
cier’s estate, want Andrew 
to give witness evidence in 
their court cases, and that 
he could have important 
evidence about Epstein’s 
sex trafficking operation. 
Subpoenas could be served 
if he visits the US.

As at the time of fil-
ing this report, it was gath-

The United Kingdom gro-
cery chain Tesco disclosed 
it stopped production at a 
factory in China following 
the recent report of Brit-
ish newspaper (The Sun-
day Times) that the factory 
produced charity Christmas 
cards for the supermarket 
via the use of forced labor.

Tesco revealed it has 
commenced an investiga-
tion of the Chinese supplier 
it employed to produce the 
holiday cards, Zheijiang 
Yunguang Printing.

The Sunday Times 
reported that the expected 
problematic province of the 
cards was revealed when 
a 6-year-old girl in south 
London discovered a card in 
her box already had a writ-
ten message.

The message reads: 
“We are foreign prison-
ers in Shanghai Qinqpu 
prison China forced to work 

against our will. Please help 
us and notify human rights 
organization.”

The writer of the mes-
sage asked whoever re-
ceived the note to get in 
touch with Peter Humphrey, 
a former British journalist 
that was detained in China 
while working as a corpo-
rate investigator and spent 
some time at the same 
Shanghai Qinqpu prison.

The girl’s father, Ben 
Widdicombe, said they ini-
tially thought the message 
was a “prank.”

He said: “On reflec-
tion, we realized it was 
actually potentially quite 
a serious thing. So I felt 
very shocked, but also a re-
sponsibility to pass it on to 
Peter Humphrey as the au-
thor asked me to do. It hits 
home there are injustices in 
the world and difficult situ-
ations that we know about 

and read about each and 
every day.”

Widdicombe said dis-
covering the message short-
ly before Christmas was 
touching and that he told 
his daughter, Florence, what 
the message might mean. 
He said: “We explained that 
the person who wrote it was 
a prisoner in China and that 
the person felt the prison 
guards were being mean, 
making them do work, they 
felt really sad.”

Tesco in its reaction 
said it was “shocked” by 
the happening and would 
never permit prison labor 
in its supply chain. The 
company disclosed it do-
nates 300,000 pounds 
($390,000) yearly to the 
British Heart Foundation, 
Diabetes UK and Cancer 
Research UK from the pro-
ceeds  of its Christmas cards 
sales.

By N.Ugoh

Senator Bernie Sand-
ers has encouraged 
rapper Cardi B to run 
for political office. 
This encouragement 
in a way corroborated 
Cardi B’s idea of seek-
ing political post via 
a recent tweet which 
reads: “I think I want 
to be a politician. I re-
ally love government 
even tho I don’t agree 
with Goverment (sic)”

Cardi B and Sand-
ers have been long 
been fans of each 
other for a very long 
time. As a matter of 
fact, they paired up 
last July to record a 
campaign video that 
talked about cancel-
lation of student debt, 
climate crisis and in-
creasing the minimum 
wage in a bid to ap-

peal to young voters.
Before Sanders 

entered the nail bar 
where the video was 
shot, he told CNN 
what it was massive 
to have Cardi B’s sup-
port.

He said: “What it 
means is, what Cardi 
B does, not only is she 
an enormously popu-
lar entertainer, what 
she is doing is speak-
ing to young people 
about the important 
issues that are on their 
minds and I applaud 
that very much.”

In December 
2019, Cardi B spoke 
to Vogue during an in-
terview and explained 
why she supported 
Sanders.

She said: “People 
are not perfect, but he 
has the perfect inten-
tions. He naturally 
cares about minori-
ties. He actually cares 
about people getting 
Medicare because he 
knows they can’t af-
ford it. I don’t feel like 
he’s just saying these 
things “cause he want 
the vote.”

By N.Ugoh

According to Wall Street 
Journal reports, United 
States President, Donald 
Trump, is set to place Nige-
ria and six other countries 
on America’s visa restric-
tion.

The report has it that 
Nigerians won’t be barred 
from entering the United 
States but they would not 
be issued certain types of 
visas.

The administration of 
Donald Trump administra-
tion planned to roll out its 
expanded travel restrictions 

on the day which marked 
the three-year anniversary 
of the first travel ban Trump 
approved on his seventh 
day in office.

According to DHS 
data, this new ban is dif-
ferent from the initial travel 
ban list of 2017 in that most 
of the new countries to be 
banned are not Muslim 
dominated countries but a 
lot of them have had higher 
rates of their citizens over-
staying in the United States.

The report reads in 
part: “The Trump adminis-
tration plans to add seven 
countries to a group of na-

tions subject to travel re-
strictions, including Nige-
ria, Africa’s most populous 
country, along with others 
in Africa and Asia, accord-
ing to administration offi-
cials who have seen the list.

“The new restrictions 
would apply to travellers 
and immigrants from Be-
larus, Eritrea, Kyrgyzstan, 
Myanmar, Nigeria, Sudan 
and Tanzania. The countries 
wouldn’t necessarily face 
blanket bans on travel to 
the US, but could have re-
strictions placed on specific 
types of visas, such as busi-
ness or visitor visas.”

By N.Ugoh

The first gay Muslim wed-
ding has occurred in United 
Kingdom .

The couple Jahed 
Choudhury (24) and Sean 
Rogan (19) tied the knot 
during a civil ceremony at 
Walsall registry office.

The pair who wed af-
ter two solid years of court-
ship first met when Jahed 
was crying on a bench in 
Darlaston. While talking 
about how they met, Jahed 

said: “I’d not long over-
dosed and I was crying on a 
bench and Sean came over 
and asked if I was okay”.

He said being an 
openly-gay Muslim made 
him feel like a ‘black sheep’ 
and that shrugged off the 
feeling and ‘stood out like a 
sore thumb’ and always felt 
being in conflict between 
his sexuality and faith.

He made several at-
tempts to deny his sexual 
orientation and even at-
tempted taking medication 

and went on a pilgrimage 
to Saudi Arabia and later 
travelled to Bangladesh, the 
origin of his family.

Although none of his 
family members attended 
the ceremony, Choudhury 
still hold the belief that the 
wedding is an important 
progress for the Muslim and 
LGBT communities.

He said: “My fam-
ily doesn’t want to come 
on the day, they just don’t 
want to see it, it’s too em-
barrassing for them.”

By Stanley Ugagbe

The President of Ukraine, 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy re-
fused to accept Oleksiy Hon-
charuk’s offer to quit as the 
country’s Prime Minister.

Honcharuk had ten-
dered his resignation fol-
lowing a scandal over what 
appeared to be leaked tapes 
of him lambasting the presi-
dent’s “primitive” views on 
the economy.

According to multiple 
reports, a man whose voice 
resembles that of Honcha-
ruk is heard in three audio 
files posted on YouTube this 
week, which claimed to be 
the recording of conversa-
tions between the prime min-
ister and finance officials, in-
cluding the finance minister.

According to the leaked 
tapes, the 35-year-old lawyer 
who became Ukraine’s prime 
minister in August, is alleged 
to have said: “Zelenskyy has 
a very primitive understand-
ing of the economy”, and is 
also heard describing him-
self a “layman” in economic 
matters.

Upon the receipt of the 
letter, President Zelenskyy 
had earlier said he would 
“consider” the resignation 
but after a meeting with 
Ukraine’s lower house of 
parliament, refused the resig-
nation bid.

In a video made avail-
able to newsmen, the Presi-
dent told Honcharuk: “I de-
cided to give you and your 
government a chance if you 
resolve some issues that are 
very important today and are 
of concern to our society”.

The President, who in 
his speech appeared to be 
more concerned about the 
growth and development of 
the nation, said “Now is not 
the time to shake the country 
economically and politically.”

Zelenskyy went further 
to instruct security officials to 
find the source of the leak.

“I demand that within 
two weeks, as soon as pos-
sible, we should get the in-
formation on who was re-
cording,” he was quoted by 
his press service as saying.

Also, the nation’s 
number one citizen strongly 
noted that law enforcement 
agencies should “find who 
did it and work it all out”.

Reacting to the leaked 
videos, Honcharuk who ad-
dressed the parliament, said 
there had been attempts to 
sow distrust, but called for 
unity to prevail.

The embattled minister 
said “Ukraine’s government 
keeps working as usual un-
til the moment the president 
makes a decision”.

In a speech that some 
of the legislators frowned at, 
the minister went further to 
add that “This is a political 
decision we are expecting 
from our political power.”

The minister in a 
Facebook post suggested 
unnamed powerful figures 
stood to benefit from his 
government being brought 
down.

He wrote “Many 
groups of influence, which 
are trying to gain access to 
financial flows, benefit from 
such presentation, but this is 
not true”.

“I came to this post to 
execute the president’s pro-
gramme. He is for me a mod-
el of openness and honesty. 
However, I wrote the resig-
nation letter to the president 
with the right to submit it to 
Parliament to cast away any 
doubts of our respect and 
trust to the president.”

While delineating on 
the development, Honcha-
ruk had said the leaked tapes 
had been “doctored”, cobbled 
together from fragments of 
recorded government meet-
ings.

He said “Its contents 
artificially create the impres-
sion that my team and I do 

not respect the president, 
who is our political leader”.

However, the PM did 
not clarify on whether it was 
his voice heard in the record-
ing, but said the furore would 
not “scare” him, as his gov-
ernment would be “even 
more stubborn in uprooting 
corruption and blocking the 
streams” of illegal financial 
operations.

Several reports have it 
that the minister’s govern-
ment, which largely consists 
of political first-timers and 
formerly junior officials, has 
been inveighed for an un-
stable approach to reforms 
and a failure to live up to 
Zelenskyy’s populist election 
promises to upend the power 
of regional oligarchs, crack-
down on corruption and re-
form an economy hobbled by 
Russia’s 2014 annexation of 
Crimea and an armed conflict 
in two separatist provinces.

Igar Tyshkevich of 
Kyiv-based think-tank The 
Future Institute had told Al 
Jazeera that: “His govern-
ment could start the process 
of replacing elites, changing 
the system of decision-mak-
ing that went against the 
wishes of several oligarchic 
groups in Ukraine, but on 
the other hand, they could 
not make this work sys-
temic, they did not start the 
reforms [the public] expected 
from them”.

Ukraine is one of Eu-
rope’s poorest nations, suf-
fering after a severe disrup-
tion of economic ties with 
Moscow. Millions of mi-
grant workers work in the 
European Union or Russia, 
while Kyiv’s cash-strapped 
government is struggling to 
maintain its military fight-
ing pro-Russia separatists in 
the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions.

According to Ukraine’s 
constitution, only a parlia-
mentary vote can dismiss a 
prime minister.

By Stanley Ugagbe

The International Court of 
Justice in The Hague, has or-
dered Myanmar to protect its 
minority Rohingya Muslim 
population from further vio-
lence.

It would be recalled that 
Gambia had brought a lin-
gering genocide accusation 
against Myanmar before the 
court. But in a recent judge-
ment, the International Court 
of Justice in The Hague or-
dered Myanmar and its lead-
er, Aung San Suu Kyi, to do 
everything possible to protect 
Rohingya Muslims remaining 
in the country until the bigger 
question is settled.

Reacting to the judg-
ment, Payam Akhavan, a 
Canadian professor at Mon-

treal’s McGill University and 
a lawyer with the team rep-
resenting Gambia “Today is a 
historic day for international 
justice”. 

“To their credit, the 
judges rose to the occasion … 
and if [Thursday’s] order can 
buy a measure of protection 
for the 600,000 Rohingya 
that remain in that country 
and prevent further atrocities 
against them, I think this ef-
fort will have been very well 
worth all the trouble that it 
has taken.”

Recall that hundreds of 
thousands of Rohingya fled 
Myanmar after a military-led 
crackdown in 2017 that Hu-
man Rights Watch character-
ized as a “campaign of ethnic 
cleansing.” A development 
that UN investigators con-

cluded that the military cam-
paign had been executed with 
“genocidal intent.”

According to reports, six 
weeks after hearing Gambia’s 
argument for “provisional 
measures” to protect Rohing-
ya still in Myanmar, the court 
was of the opinion that they 
do “remain extremely vulner-
able.”

In the heroic judgment, 
read by court president Ab-
dulqawi Ahmed Yusuf, poked 
holes in Suu Kyi’s repeated 
argument that the violence 
in Rakhine state amounted 
to an internal conflict with an 
armed Rohingya group.

The court noted that “Ir-
respective of the situation that 
the Myanmar government 
is facing in Rakhine state,” 

continued on p(39)

By Stanley Ugagbe

The Chinese government 
has accused the Donald 
Trump led United States of 
continuously taking cal-
culated steps to tarnish its 
image. 

In a recent reaction, 
the Chinese Embassy in 
Kingston described as ir-
responsible a statement 
made by United States Sec-
retary of State, Mike Pom-
peo, concerning the Asian 
nation’s investment in Ja-
maica and the wider Carib-
bean.

The US Secretary of 
State recently made the 
comment while addressing 
a policy discussion before 
ending his visit to Jamaica.

In a message tele-
graphed to Washington 
D.C., the Chinese Embassy 
likened the Donald Trump 
administration to that of a 
“trouble-seeking cowboy 
picking fights with trading 
partners”.

The message read: 
“For some time, it seems 

that some US politicians 
cannot go anywhere with-
out attacking China, tar-
nishing China’s reputation, 
starting fires and fanning 
the flames and sowing dis-
cord”

It continued that: 
“They can go on talking 
the talk if they so wish, but 
we will continue walking 
the walk. The world will 
tell plainly who is stirring 
up trouble and who is try-
ing to make a difference.”

Delineating on the 
development, the embassy 
said that China has bro-
kered cooperation pacts 
with Latin America and 
the Caribbean on the basis 
of respect, equality, and 
mutual benefit, and that 
China’s billion-dollar infra-
structure and other invest-
ments had been welcomed 
by the region.

The statement said: 
“Latin America and the 
Caribbean countries, as in-
dependent sovereign coun-
tries, have the right to de-
termine their own foreign 

relations, including choos-
ing their trade and invest-
ment partners. Others are 
in no position to impose 
interference or coercion out 
of ulterior motives”.

Reports have it that 
Pompeo had urged regional 
countries to thoroughly ex-
amine investments from all 
countries, and pointed to 
the Chinese in his response 
to a question raised during 
the police discussion.

In Pompeo’s words, 
the Chinese Communist 
Party presents a grave 
threat to democratic val-
ues, adding that Jamaica 
and its regional neighbors 
should “just make sure the 
transactions are on the up 
and up and that the invest-
ment is made for economic 
purposes”.

The US Secretary of 
State added that: “We love 
the Chinese people. The US 
has enormous investments 
from China in our country 
and we have American 
companies that have in-
vested in China, too”.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Due to alleged interference 
in the country by the its 
government, the interim 
government of Bolivia has 
suspended diplomatic rela-
tions with Cuba.

This development 
was recently disclosed by 
Bolivian Minister of the 
Presidency, Yerko Nunez 
in a press conference in La 
paz.

The suspension was 
due to “recent inadmissible 
comments” by Cuban For-
eign Minister Bruno Rodri-
guez Parrilla and the “con-
stant hostility and constant 
grievances of Cuba against 
the Bolivian Constitutional 
Government and its demo-
cratic process,” the ministry 
said in a statement.

The Minister, Nunez 
said “We have made the 
decision to suspend dip-
lomatic relations with the 
Republic of Cuba. This deci-
sion is due to recent imper-
missible declarations by the 
(Cuban) foreign minister, 
Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla”.

In his words, the Cu-
ban government has dis-
rupted bilateral relations 
long based on mutual re-
spect and non-interference.

On his part, Bolivian 
deputy foreign minister, 
Carlos Zannier, said that 
this decision will suspend 
agreements and nego-
tiations with Cuba and will 
also reduce diplomatic staff 
in the two countries.

Zannier said “The 
government of Cuba has 
ceased understanding our 
reality ... and for this rea-
son, we have decided on 
this action against the Cu-
ban government”.

It would be recalled 
that in November, Cuba’s 
foreign ministry said it 
was terminating its medi-
cal mission over what they 
said was mistreatment and 
slander by Bolivia’s conser-
vative interim government 
against doctors by claiming 
they were instigating rebel-
lion.

But Bolivia’s interim 
foreign minister who fault-
ed the claim, said “there 
have been a number of ac-
cusations that Cuban citi-
zens have been involved in 
these aggressive acts that 
have tormented our coun-
try in recent days.”

The two nations’ dis-
agreement was revived re-
cently when interim Presi-
dent Jeanine Anez, who has 
tried to align more closely 
with the United States, said 

the Cuban government 
kept 80% of the payments 
that Bolivia made for the 
work of Cuban doctors in 
the country.

The President went 
further to state that less 
than a third of the Cuban 
professionals who were in 
Bolivia as part of a health-
care program with the 
country were health profes-
sionals.

Reacting to the re-
marks, Parrilla on Twitter 
called the comments “vul-
gar lies” and accused Anez 
of being installed as interim 
president in a coup.

Recall that Bolivia has 
been under the governance 
of Anez since the resigna-
tion of long-serving social-
ist President Evo Morales in 
November.

The former President, 
Morales, who is currently 
living in Argentina under 
asylum, resigned on Nov. 
10 after an audit by the 
Organization of American 
States found serious irregu-
larities in a vote count. 

ered that Lawyers for the 
victims have twice written 
to the royal requesting an 
interview, but have yet to 
receive a response.

Narrating her ordeal, 
35-year-old Giuffre said 
she was recruited to train 
as a masseuse by Maxwell 
while working as a locker-
room attendant at Donald 

Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort 
in Florida. She alleged that 
between 2001 and 2002, 
she had sex with Andrew 
on three occasions.

Giuffre reiterated her 
claims that she was in-
structed to have sex with 
Andrew after he bought her 
a drink and asked her to 
dance at Tramp nightclub in 

London in 2001.
In her words, Andrew 

was “the most hideous 
dancer I’ve ever seen in 
my life” and that she was 
“grossed out” because “this 
guy was sweating all over 
me … his sweat was like it 
was raining basically”.

It was reported that
continued on p(39)
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RELIGION
UNITY OF PURPOSE CAN MOURNS AS BOKO HARAM 

EXECUTES STATE CHAIRMAN, 
BUHARI REACTS

Pastor Amos Dada
amos.dada@gmail.com

By Pastor Amos Dada 

“John said to Jesus, 
“Master, we saw someone 
using your name to cast out 
demons, but we told him to 
stop because he isn’t in our 
group.” 50 But Jesus said, 
“Don’t stop him! Anyone 
who is not against you is 
for you”. Lk 9:49-50

God help the bride of 
Christ, the church and the 
body of Christ today is my 
sincere prayer. Can you 
imagine the fragmenta-
tion, cacophony, disunity 
that the church today is 
engulfed in? Imagine the 
disunity among  the Pente-
costals, evangelicals, main-
line churches. Imagine the 
fragmentation within the 
Anglicans alone. Everyone 
proposes and alludes to 
their doctrines and believes 
they have the monopoly of 
God. We criticize one an-
other as if that is the criteria 
for making heaven.

The Holy Spirit 
through the scripture above 
reminds me that it’s impor-
tant that we stop majoring 
in minors and we should fo-
cus on the major part of this 
gospel. The name of Jesus!

I want to remind us of 
two scriptures: “Endeavour-
ing to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.4 
There is one body, and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope of your calling; 
One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, One God and Fa-
ther of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you 
all” Eph 4:3-6

Here’s another one: 
“For ye are yet carnal: for 
whereas there is among 
you envying, and strife, 
and divisions, are ye not 
carnal, and walk as men?4 
For while one saith, I am of 
Paul; and another, I am of 
Apollos; are ye not carnal?5 
Who then is Paul, and who 
is Apollos, but ministers by 
whom ye believed, even 
as the Lord gave to every 
man. 1 Cor. 3:3-5.

Whereas it is practi-
cally impossible for us to 
have one denomination, it 
is important that we stop 
drumming the drum of divi-
sion amongst ourselves. 

The major effect of 
disunity in the church is 
that we turn potential be-
lievers away. Scarcely can 
you hear a sermon with-

out the minister condemn-
ing, disparaging the other 
church. Can you imagine 
the confusion of a young 
believer when he sees 4 - 
5 if not more churches in 
one building ? Are there 
not enough churches that 
young upcoming minister 
of God can team up with ! 
Must we continue with this 
independent churches that 
are built to fan and finance 
individuals empires?

Jesus says stop criti-
cizing one another. Have 
the same goal, pursue one 
purpose.

This is what I believe 
the Holy Spirit is saying to 
the church today with re-
spect to unity of purpose :

1. Develop the mind-
set of one purpose - exalt-
ing Jesus. Wining souls for 
Jesus, promoting Jesus, lift-
ing up Jesus. The scripture 
says “when I am lifted up I 
will draw all men to myself” 
Jn. 12:32

2. Stop believing you 
have the monopoly of God. 
God can use anyone. Drop 
the idea that you or your 
denomination have ideal 
way of serving God.

3. Focus on preaching 
Christ instead of criticizing 
other churches and minis-
ters. That does not mean I 
endorse people who are out 
rightly evil. Rather if you 
don’t believe in tithing and 
the other minister believes 
in tithing, stop wasting your 
energy criticizing one an-
other. There is no ministry 
that does not need money 
or use money it only means 
the way God supplies your 
need is different from the 
other one. As long as they 
are not using evil means to 
generate funds, let them be. 
Thank God for the way He 
is providing for your minis-
try. 1 Thes. 5:18

4. Procedures and 
Processes differ. That you 
are shouting and the other 

is quiet does not mean there 
are no scriptures for each 
approach. That you have 
slow music and others have 
fast tempo is immaterial. 
What matters is the lyrics. 
Are the lyrics propagating 
the gospel or exalting the 
flesh. God loves worship, 
use worship to magnify 
Christ and souls will be set 
free and many will be deliv-
ered. Don’t preach another 
gospel. Jesus never used the 
same method for healing all 
the time he was on earth. 
Don’t put Jesus in your de-
nominational box! Gal 1:8, 
2 Cor. 11:4.

5. Use the name of 
Jesus. “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name 
under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be 
saved.” Let us be united in 
using the name of Jesus. 
Acts  4:12. Jesus “ I am the 
Way, The Truth and The 
Life” Period!

 
6. Use the power of 

the Holy Ghost. “But ye 
shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Ju-
daea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.” Acts 1:8. There 
is sufficient power in Christ 
to accomplish His agenda 
on earth. We don’t need oc-
cultic or voodoo power. Let 
us be united in depending 
on the Holy Ghost.

7. Use the Word. The 
bible is the Word. Jesus is 
the Word. There is power in 
the Word. There is healing, 
deliverance, prosperity and 
life in the Word. That is our 
common denominator. Heb. 
4:12. You don’t need extra-
judicial books and powers 
to proclaim Christ! 

Conclusion: We have 
more to unite us in Christ 
than to divide us. Divided 
we will fall united we will 
stand. Let us be united in 
using the name of Jesus to 
propagate and proclaim the 
gospel. When you see an-
other man not in your de-
nomination or using your 
method to preach the gos-
pel Jesus says: Don’t stop 
him! Anyone who is not 
against you is for you”. Lk. 
9:49-50.

Shalom!

By Stanley Ugagbe 

The Christian Associ-
ation of Nigeria (CAN) was 
recently thrown into na-
tional mourning following 
the execution of the chair-
man of the association in 
Michika Local Government 
Area of Adamawa State, 
Rev. Lawan Andimi by 
Boko Haram insurgents.

Recall that the ter-
rorist group abducted the 
victim some weeks back 
and had demanded 50 mil-
lion ransom. But the group 
later rejected the ransom 
and went ahead to behead 
the cleric.

The state CAN chair-
man, Bishop Dami Mam-
za, who broke the news 
to newsmen, said the kill-
ing was communicated to 
them through their con-
tact, adding that another 
pastor was abducted and 
killed almost at the same 
time with the kidnapped 
and murdered cleric from 
Michika.

In a swift reaction to 
the development, CAN, in 
a statement by its Director, 
Legal and Public Affairs, 
Evangelist Kwamkur Sam-
uel Vondip said the brutal 
murder of Rev. Lawan An-
dimi is a shame to the Ni-
gerian government.

The statement reads:
The President of the 

Christian Association of 
Nigeria Rev. Dr. Samson 
Supo Ayokunle and indeed 
the entire CAN leadership 
and the Nigerian Church 
are deeply saddened with 
the news of the gruesome 
murder of Rev. Lawan An-
dimi the CAN Chairman 
Michika Local Govern-
ment Area and the District 
Church Council Secretary 
of the Ecclesiya Yan'uwa 
a Nigeia (EYN) Church in 
Michika, Adamawa State.

We recall sadly that 
Late Rev. Lawan Andimi 
while in captivity made a 
passionate appeal to the 
leadership of his church 
and the Federal Govern-
ment to come to his res-
cue. The Church did every-
thing within her reach to 
secure the safe release of 
this pastor gentleman but 
it was not possible because 
they didn’t have the mili-
tary power to do so. 

Just last Sunday, a 
clergyman, Rev Denis 
Bagauri was murdered by 
unknown gunmen in his 
residence at Mayo Belwa 
of Adamawa State. 

The Church views 
the unabated kidnappings, 
extortions and killings of 
Christians and innocent 
Nigerians as shameful to 
the government that each 

time boasts that it has 
conquered insurgency. It 
is reprehensible and sad-
dening that each time the 
government comes out 
to claim the defeat of the 
insurgency, more killings 
of our people are com-
mitted. In the light of the 
current developments and 
the circumstantial facts 
surrounding the prevailing 
upsurge of attacks against 
the church, it will be diffi-
cult for us to believe that 
the Federal Government 
under President Moham-
madu Buhari is not collud-
ing with the insurgents to 
exterminate Christians in 
Nigeria bearing in mind the 
very questionable leader-
ship of the security sec-
tor that has been skewed 
towards a religion and re-
gion! Is that lopsidedness 
not a cover up for the op-
eration of the insurgency? 
If not, why couldn’t the 
well-equipped security 
agents of Nigeria get this 
man killed rescued?

While we call on 
Christians to be calm, 
we challenge the Federal 
Government led by Presi-
dent Buhari to be more 
proactive about effort to 
get rid of the continuous 
siege on Nigeria and end 
the wanton killings and 
destructions of lives and 
property of Nigerians if the 
government is to be taken 
seriously.  Maintenance 
of security is the least re-
sponsibility of any govern-
ment that knows its worth. 
We are once again calling 
on the President Buhari 
to purge himself of the al-
legations of nepotism and 
religious favoritism by re-
constituting the leadership 
of security outfits. 

The Federal Govern-
ment is urged to ensure 
the release of the prisoner 
of faith, Leah Sharibu and 
hundreds of victims who 
are in the Boko Haram and 
ISWAP captivity before it 
is too late. A government 
that cannot protect the 
governed is a failed gov-
ernment. 

CAN deeply sympa-
thizes with the immediate 
family of Late Rev. An-
dimi, President and mem-
bers of EYN Church, the 
government of Adamawa 
State and the entire Nige-
ria Church.

There are questions 
begging for answers:

• What is the essence 
of SIM card registration if 
the authorities cannot use 
it to track down these kill-
ers who rely on phones as 
a mean of communications 
to do their criminalities?

• What has become 

of Intelligence gathering of 
our security agencies?

• Is this government 
and the security agencies 
still claiming that the war 
against these criminals 
in religious garments has 
been won despite all the 
killings?

• Is the government 
sincere in fighting these 
terrorists or merely pay-
ing lip service to the war 
against the insurgency?

• Is there any hope 
that our security is guar-
anteed under this govern-
ment? 

• Can the govern-
ment tell us what they did 
since Rev. Andimì cried 
out to them for help? 

• If the security agen-
cies claim the terrorists 
are operating outside the 
country, why is it pos-
sible for these hoodlums 
to invade the country, kill, 
maim, burn and kidnap 
without any convincing 
checks on the part of the 
security agencies?

• Since the govern-
ment and its apologists are 
claiming the killings have 
no religious undertones, 
why are the terrorists and 
herdsmen targeting the 
predominantly Christian 
communities and Christian 
leaders? 

• If the security 
agencies are not living up 
to the expectations of the 
government, why hasn't 
it overhauled them with 
a view of injecting new 
visionaries’ ones into the 
security system?

As long as the gov-
ernment continues to live 
in denial and fail to face 
the reality, these criminals 
will not stop their crimi-
nalities. We are almost los-
ing hope in government's 
ability to protect Nigerians 
especially Christians who 
have become endangered 
species under its watch. 
We once again call on the 
International community 
and developed world like 
the US, the UK, Germany, 
Israel and others to please 
come to our aid of Nigeria, 
especially, the Nigerian 
Church so that we might 
not be eliminated one by 
one.

We cannot lose hope 
on divine protection and 
the power of our Lord Je-
sus Christ to expose those 
behind the sponsorship of 
terrorism in Nigeria and to 
get Nigeria safe from the 
arms of the criminals. We 
shall remain constant and 
not bow to the antics of 
terrorists and their spon-
sors. We know that very 
soon, God will unmask 
these ungodly and wicked 

elements amidst us and 
their collaborators in Jesus 
Name.

On his part, President 
Muhammadu Buhari de-
scribed the killing of the 
cleric as cruel, inhuman 
and deliberately provoca-
tive.

Buhari, in a state-
ment personally signed 
by him, said “The ter-
rorist killing of Lawan 
Andimi, chairman of the 
Christian Association of 

Nigeria (CAN) in Michika, 
Adamawa State is cruel, 
inhuman and deliberately 
provocative. My deepest 
condolences to his family, 
the Christian community 
across Nigeria, and the 
Government and people of 
Adamawa.

“I am greatly sad-
dened by the fact that the 
terrorists went on to kill 
him even while giving sig-
nals of a willingness to set 
him free by releasing him 

to third parties. This bar-
barism is condemnable. 
We will ensure that these 
terrorists pay a heavy price 
for their evil actions.

“This incident has 
further strengthened our 
resolve as a Government, 
and the resolve of our 
gallant Armed Forces, to 
comprehensively defeat 
all terrorist groups sow-
ing death, violence and 
destruction in our country 
and across West Africa.”

adding that “Myanmar re-
mains under the obligation 
incumbent upon it as a state 
party to the Genocide Con-
vention.”

In a judgment that saw 
Gambia’s justice minister, 
Abubacarr Tambadou, say “I 
think the decision is a huge 
boost for international law 
and international justice,” 
all 17 judges unanimous-
ly agreed Myanmar must 
protect Rohingya Muslims 
against genocidal acts, and 
exceeded Gambia’s requests 
by requiring a check-in re-
port from Myanmar every 
six months until the case is 
resolved.

The order is legally 
binding, but the court has no 
way to enforce the decision, 
short of reporting its decision 
to the Security Council. But 
the top UN body has failed to 
act on Myanmar in the past.

But advocates still be-
lieve that Suu Kyi and her 
government, keen on inter-
national investment, will seek 

to comply.
In a fact-finding mis-

sion, the UN had concluded 
that Myanmar’s military 
acted with “genocidal intent” 
in Rakhine state, and the UN 
General Assembly passed 
a resolution late last month 
condemning Myanmar for 
human rights abuses.

But Myanmar’s lead-
er Aung San Suu Kyi, has 
vehemently defended her 
country’s treatment of Ro-
hingya people, repeatedly de-
nying persecuting Rohingya 
or committing anything re-
sembling genocide.

The recent ruling quot-
ed extensively from both the 
UN assembly resolution and 
the UN fact-finding mission 
report, which was also heart-
ening to international justice 
advocates.

“The international 
justice road ahead is long,” 
said Pam Singh, a Canadian 
with the international justice 
program at Human Rights 
Watch. For now, she adds, 

the order “offers a much-
needed reminder of what in-
ternational justice can deliver 
when a country like Gambia 
shows moral courage, vision 
and leadership.”

On his part, François-
Philippe Champagne, Cana-
da’s foreign affairs minister, 
urged Myanmar to comply 
with the court’s ruling. Also, 
Tambadou said the decision 
presented an opportunity to 
Myanmar for a change in 
course.

But for the more than 
700,000 Rohingya displaced 
over the border in Bangla-
desh, the ruling changes 
nothing. 

“It has been a very, 
very painful journey for us to 
get here,” said Yasmin Ullah, 
a Canadian Rohingya activist 
who was in the court at The 
Hague. Despite the failings 
of the international justice 
system, she added, “we got 
here — and that says some-
thing about the resilience of 
our people.”

 after they left the club, she 
claimed Maxwell told her 
“that I have to do for Andrew 
what I do for Jeffrey, and that 
just made me sick”. She al-
leged that later that evening, 
she had sex with Andrew at 
Maxwell’s house in Belgra-
via.

According to her nar-
rative, the alleged sexual 
encounter started in a bath, 
but “it didn’t last very long, 
the whole entire procedure. 
It was disgusting. He wasn’t 
mean or anything. But he 
got up and he said ‘thanks’ 
and walked out, and I sat 
there in bed just horrified and 
ashamed and felt dirty.” The 
next day, she claimed, Max-
well told her she had done “a 
really good job”.

Describing her experi-
ence, Giuffre said it was a 
“wicked” and “scary” time 
in her life. “I had just been 
abused by a member of the 
royal family.”

In her words, “I just 
didn’t expect it from royalty. I 

didn’t expect it from someone 
that people look up to and ad-
mire in the royal family … I 
couldn’t comprehend how the 
highest levels of the govern-
ment, powerful people, were 
allowing this to happen, not 
only allowing it to happen but 
participating in it.”

Reacting to the alle-
gation in an interview with 
Newsnight, Andrew said: “I 
can categorically tell you it 
never happened. I have no 
recollection of ever meeting 
this lady – none whatsoever.”

The embattled Prince 
claimed he had a medical 
condition that meant he did 
not sweat, and argued sex 
could not have taken place, 
insisting he had been at a 
Pizza Express in Woking on 
the same day.

When asked about a 
2001 photograph that ap-
pears to show him with his 
arm around Giuffre’s waist, 
the beleaguered Andrew said 
he did not recall it being tak-
en, saying: “That’s me, but 

whether that’s my hand,” 
noting that it was difficult to 
prove if it was fake or not be-
cause “it’s a photograph of a 
photograph of a photograph”.

In her remarks, Giuffre 
said the now infamous pho-
tograph, first published in 
2011 by the Mail which paid 
her $160,000 (£120,000) 
for her story, was genuine, 
noting that she gave the orig-
inal to the FBI in 2011.

Sources disclosed that 
the prince faces call for a par-
liamentary inquiry into his 
business dealings, after the 
Mail on Sunday claimed he 
had been enabling a friend’s 
business interests while 
working as a British trade 
envoy.

Prince Andrew recently 
stepped down from all public 
duties due to the lingering is-
sue which had seen one of 
the accomplices, Jeffery Ep-
stein commit suicide in the 
New York jail cell where he 
was being held without bail 
on sex-trafficking charges.

continued from p(36)
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acquired and saw it as his 
mission to share it with future 
generations of players, tak-
ing special delight in passing 
down his love of the game to 
Gianna".

Below is a detailed in-
formation about the former 
NBA star as revealed by Wiki-
pedia.

Born on August 23, 
1978, Kobe Bean Bryant was 
an American professional 
basketball player. A shoot-
ing guard, Bryant played his 
entire 20-season career in the 
National Basketball Associa-
tion (NBA) with the Los An-
geles Lakers. He entered the 
NBA directly from high school 
and won five NBA champion-
ships. Bryant was an 18-time 
All-Star, 15-time member of 
the All-NBA Team, 12-time 
member of the All-Defensive 
Team, and the 2008 NBA 
Most Valuable Player (MVP). 

Widely regarded as 
one of the greatest basketball 
players of all time, he led the 
NBA in scoring during two 
seasons, ranks fourth on the 
league's all-time regular sea-
son scoring, and ranks fourth 
on the all-time postseason 
scoring list. Bryant was the 
first guard in NBA history to 
play at least 20 seasons. Ac-
cording to Forbes, Bryant's 
net worth was estimated at 
$350 million in 2016.

Bryant was the son of 
former NBA player Joe Bryant. 
He attended Lower Merion 
High School in Pennsylvania, 
where he was recognized as 

the top high-school basket-
ball player in the country. 
Upon graduation, he declared 
for the 1996 NBA draft and 
was selected by the Charlotte 
Hornets with the 13th overall 
pick; the Hornets then traded 
him to the Lakers. As a rook-
ie, Bryant earned himself a 
reputation as a high-flyer and 
a fan favorite by winning the 
1997 Slam Dunk Contest, and 
he was named an All-Star by 
his second season. Despite a 
feud between the two players, 
Bryant and Shaquille O'Neal 
led the Lakers to three con-
secutive NBA championships 
from 2000 to 2002.

In 2003, Bryant was 
accused of sexual assault by 
a 19-year-old hotel employee. 
The charges were dropped af-
ter the plaintiff refused to testi-
fy in court and a civil suit was 
settled out of court. Bryant is-
sued a public apology, and the 
allegations were considered 
to have harmed his public 
profile. After the Lakers lost 
the 2004 NBA Finals, O'Neal 
was traded to the Miami Heat 
and Bryant became the cor-
nerstone of the Lakers. He 
led the NBA in scoring during 
the 2005–06 and 2006–07 
seasons. In 2006, he scored a 
career-high 81 points against 
the Toronto Raptors, the sec-
ond most points scored in a 
single game in league history 
behind Wilt Chamberlain's 
100-point game in 1962. 

Bryant was awarded 
the regular season's Most 
Valuable Player Award (MVP) 

in 2008. After the Lakers lost 
in the 2008 NBA Finals, Bry-
ant led the team to two con-
secutive championships in 
2009 and 2010, earning the 
Finals MVP Award on both 
occasions. He continued to be 
among the top players in the 
league through 2013, when 
he suffered a torn Achilles ten-
don at age 34. Although he 
recovered from that injury, he 
suffered season-ending inju-
ries to his knee and shoulder, 
respectively, in the following 
two seasons. Citing his physi-
cal decline, Bryant retired after 
the 2015–16 season.

At 34 years and 104 
days of age, Bryant became 
the youngest player in league 
history to reach 30,000 career 
points. He became the all-
time leading scorer in Lakers 
franchise history on February 
1, 2010, when he surpassed 
Jerry West. During his third 
year in the league, Bryant 
was chosen to start the All-
Star Game and was selected 
to start that game for a record 
18 consecutive appearances 
until his retirement. His four 
All-Star MVP Awards are tied 
with Bob Pettit for the most 
in NBA history. At the 2008 
and 2012 Summer Olympics, 
he won two gold medals as a 
member of the U.S. national 
team. In 2018, he won the 
Academy Award for Best Ani-
mated Short Film for his film 
Dear Basketball.

Gianna was one of Bry-
ant's four children with wife 
Vanessa.

out to promote the elongation 
agenda of Ibrahim Babangida 
presidency. There was also the 
young man called Daniel Kanu 
of “Youth Earnestly Ask for 
Abacha, (YEAA)” fame. He 
was that shameless and greedy 
individual, who in the face of 
Abacha’s tyranny, mobilized 
and campaigned to support 
the transmutation of Abacha 
from a military dictator to a 
maximum civilian ruler. These 
people, most often, usually end 
up in opprobrium. We can all 
already see the fate of Orji Uzor 
Kalu. The day of reckoning 
is nearer than we think for-
Rochas Okorocha, Joe Igbok-
we  and the Rotimi Amechis 
of this world. These elements, 
whose primary motivation was 
monetary gains, in the same 
manner as Judas Iscariot, forgot 
that the person who wants to 
roast a cow for super does not 
mind to first nourish the cow, 
to fatten it, knowing that it will 
give him a sumptuous meal in 
the evening time

One of Biafra’s illustri-
ous son, Chinua Achebe must 
have been clairvoyant and 
had these “efulefus” in mind 
when he wrote: “In all great 
compounds, there must be 
people of all minds; some 
good, some bad, some 
fearless and some cow-
ardly; those who bring 
in wealth and those who 
scatter it, those who give 
good advice and those 
who only speak the words 
of palm wine. That is 
why we say that what-
ever tune you play in the 
compound of a great man, 
there is always someone 
to dance to it”.  Such has 
become the true situation of 
the Biafra Nation.

THE BLACK SHEEP 
OF THE BIAFRAN FAMILY

I will be hypocritical if 
all I do is adulate and pretend 
there are no admonitions re-
quired, especially with regard 

to the conducts of some of your 
citizens. I call those the prover-
bial “black sheep of the Bi-
afran family”.

Their conducts, either 
in the activities of drug traf-
ficking, advanced fee fraud, 
kidnap/ransom seeking and 
other forms of vices/negativity 
bring reproach and ignominy 
to Biafra. Your new status as a 
country, going forward would 
expose those atrocities because 
Biafrans would now carry 
the Republic of Biafra Pass-
port. There are no hiding plac-
es. Such individuals, if there are 
indeed any, become source of 
reproach and stains on your 
‘white garment’. That is not the 
image for a new country look-
ing to establish itself as a po-
tential trading partner and with 
the hope of a revered position 
in the committee of successful 
nations.

Once again, as I have 
previously stated, every soci-
ety has its own version of these 
non-desirable elements, includ-
ing even the advanced sys-
tems in Europe, the Americas 
and Asia. Despite these, you 
do not want that to be the attri-
butes by which your potential 
trading and diplomatic partners 
associate with you. The bed-
rock of success in international 
enterprise and bilateral dealing 
is trust and utmost good faith. 
Where those are missing, you 
at best become a “pariah state”; 
not an enviable position for a 
new Nation.

If you must truly live up 
to the acclaimed level of the 
“African Japanese Economy”, 
Biafra must imbibe the whole 
positive value that the Japa-
nese has bequeathed to the 
human race i.e. inventions, to-
tal quality management, civil-
ity and humility. It is only by 
so doing that you can hope to 
genuinely command the re-
spect of the world and attract 
more bilateral opportunities. 
The leadership of Biafra must 
ppropagate high ethical values 
and standards in your enter-
prise, multilateral and bilateral 
engagements and institutional 
practices and this needs to be a 

top-down approach.
A rebirth would call for 

the re-evaluation of the Bi-
afran value system, which 
must start to re-orientate its 
citizens to the real meaning of 
self-worth. It is not necessar-
ily dictated by the quantum of 
wealth accumulation. Wealth 
creation is a good thing be-
cause it should under the ideal 
situation also help to propels 
development. However, the 
inordinate pursuit of it, in a 
manner that leads to  perni-
cious self cannibalization must 
be abhorred, otherwise it be-
comes an albatross of the Bi-
afran Nation.

CONCLUSSION
Once again, I congratu-

late all Biafran.                  
The real work of Nation 

building must now commence 
in earnest. All hands should 
be on deck to ensure you build 
a country that is a pride of 
place for all of black race. Bi-
afra must restore the dignity 
and the lost glory of the black 
man. I have no doubt that 
you will have a solid industrial 
base in no distant time. There 
are more than enough human 
resources both within and 
from diaspora who are ready 
and willing to contribute in 
various capacity to the realiza-
tion of these goals. Some have 
even pledged to provide their 
services Pro-Bono. That is the 
level of enthusiasm in your 
people the world over. Biafra 
will be a test case of what un-
tapped potential resides within 
the African continent. It may 
not be an easy task but Biaf-
rans are a traditionally resil-
ient people, not faint hearted 
and not given to frivolities. 
They are known for candor, 
enterprise and industry. These 
qualities must now be continu-
ally espoused and promoted in 
your public and private lives to 
see to the enthronement of a 
truly prosperous nation which 
become a basket case of good 
governance and a reference 
point of what the whole of Af-
rica can be. Anything short of 
these expectations is to betray 

the sacrifice of all the martyrs 
of the struggle, epitomized by 
the red in the Biafran flag.

Lastly, let me reiterate 
that I am not an expert in 
the policies of Nation build-
ing. Whatever I have recom-
mended in this piece is based 
on my knowledge of the Bi-
afran people and its culture, 
within the context of the now 
demised  British/caliphate 

joint venture. I therefore 
take full responsibility for any 
fallacious or erroneous mis-
characterizations.

I hope other Biafrans 
(home and in diaspora) and 
lovers of the Biafran ideology 
worldwide would lend their 
voices and indeed resources to 
the resurgence of this prosper-
ous nation.

So help you God.

 Peter Omonua
An Officer Cadet in the 

Canadian Armed Forces lives 
in Ontario Canada.

He can be reached 
at pomonua@yahoo.com

Disclaimer: Opinion ex-
pressed are solely those of the 
author and does not represent 
those of the Canadian Armed 
Forces or the government and 
people of Canada.
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SPORTS

DANGOTE UNVEILS 
VISION 2021

TEAM CANADA SET TO COMPETE IN 2020 WORLD 
BUTCHERS’ CHALLENGE

FOOTBALL AGENTS THREATEN TO SUE FIFA

USAIN BOLT, KASI B EXPECT 
FIRST CHILD

AFCON RETURNS TO NORMAL 
JANUARY TIME SLOT IN 2021BARCELONA SACKS 

VALVERDE, APPOINTS SETIEN

By Stanley Ugagbe

Aliko Dangote, Af-
rica’s richest man has reit-
erated his plans of taking 
over the ownership of Arse-
nal Football Club from Stan 
Kroenke.

It would be recalled 
that the business tycoon, 
who’s worth around US$10 
billion, had initially an-
nounced that he wanted to 
purchase Arsenal from the 
current owner, Stan Kroen-
ke.

In a recent interview, 
Dangote said “I’m trying to 
finish building the company 
and then after we finish, 
maybe some time in 2021 
we can”.

The 62-year-old 
Gunners supporter, who 
is ranked number 136 on 
Forbes’ rich list, said his 
next focus is buying Arse-
nal after the completion of 
his current projects.

But while the Dangote 
Refinery which is projected 
to be one the world’s largest 
oil refineries has not been 
completed in three years, 
the Nigerian businessman 
has made a definitive state-
ment to buy Arsenal.

Dangote said “It is a 
team that yes I would like 
to buy some day, but what 
I keep saying is we have 
$20billion worth of proj-
ects and that’s what I really 
want to concentrate on”.

The Africa richest man 
went further to note that 
the Arsenal project will get 
an unrivaled attention after 
completing the current ones 
which are designed to take 
“the company to the next 
level.”

The wealthy man has 
a long history of supporting 
football in Nigeria and has 

given significant amounts 
of money to the national 
team, the Nigerian sports 
ministry, and the renova-
tion of the national stadium 
in Abuja.

If Dangote is suc-
cessful in acquiring Arse-
nal, then his dedication to 
improving Nigerian sports 
could also see a lot of more 
Nigerian players taking to 
the field at the Emirates 
Stadium.

Aliko Dangote GCON 
(born 10 April 1957) is a 
Nigerian billionaire busi-
nessman, and the owner of 
the Dangote Group, which 
has interests in commodi-
ties in Nigeria and other 
African countries. As of 
January 2020, he had an 
estimated net worth of 
US$10 billion.

Dangote is ranked by 
the Bloomberg Billionaires 
Index as the 88th-richest 
person in the world and the 
richest man in Africa, and 
peaked on the Forbes list as 
the 23rd-richest person in 
the world in 2014.

He surpassed Sau-
di-Ethiopian billionaire 
Mohammed Hussein Al 
Amoudi in 2013 by over 
$2.6 billion to become the 
world’s richest person of 
African descent.

The Dangote Group 
was established as a small 
trading firm in 1977, the 
same year Dangote relocat-
ed to Lagos to expand the 
company. 

Today, it is a multi-
trillion-naira conglomerate 
with many of its operations 
in Benin, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Zambia and Togo. Dangote 
has expanded to cover food 
processing, cement manu-
facturing, and freight. 

The Dangote Group 
also dominates the sugar 
market in Nigeria and is a 
major supplier to the coun-
try’s soft drink companies, 
breweries, and confection-
ers. 

The Dangote Group 
has moved from being a 
trading company to be the 
largest industrial group in 
Nigeria including Dangote 
Sugar Refinery, Dangote 
Cement, and Dangote Flour.

By Stanley Ugagbe

The football federa-
tion of host country Cam-
eroon (FECACOOT) has 
announced that the Africa 
Cup of Nations will revert 
back to its traditional slot in 
January and February next 
year to avoid the rainy sea-
son.

The Cameroonian 
football body cited sum-
mer weather conditions in 
Cameroon as a reason for 
the change. The announce-
ment was made following 
discussions with the Con-
federation of African Foot-
ball (Caf), which sanctions 
the Africa Cup of Nations.

In a statement on its 
Twitter handle, FECACOOT 
said “The 2021 Africa Cup 
of Nations (AFCON) will be 
played in Cameroon from 
Jan. 9 to Feb. 6 in 2021.” 
The statement added that 
“The date has been changed 
for meteorological reasons 

at Cameroon’s request.”
On his part, CAF 

deputy general secretary, 
Anthony Baffoe said in a 
statement: “We have re-
viewed the period of the 
competition as requested 
by the Cameroonian party 
due to unfavourable cli-
matic conditions during the 
period initially slated.

“After listening to 
the various arguments and 
viewpoints, and in particu-
lar from the Cameroonian 
meteorological authorities, 
the coaches and players; 
the representatives of the 
AFCON organising com-
mittee, which received the 
mandate from CAF Execu-
tive Committee to take the 
decision, has granted this 
request.”

He concluded that “A 
detailed report shall be pre-
sented to the members of 
the Executive Committee 
during its next session on 6 
February.”

It would be recalled 
that the tournament, 
played every two years, 
was switched to June-
July last year when it was 
played in Egypt, avoiding 
disruption to the European 
club season but provoking 
concerns about high tem-
peratures.

However, the re-
scheduling will avoid a 
clash with FIFA’s revamped 
24-team Club World Cup to 
be played in China in June 
and July 2021.

Recall that Cameroon 
had initially been due to 
host the 2019 Cup of Na-
tions but was stripped of 
the event amid delays in 
stadium work. The event 
was reassigned to Egypt 
and held last summer, with 
Algeria emerging as win-
ners.

CAF then announced 
Cameroon as the host 
country for the 2021 edi-
tion, which had originally 

been assigned to the Ivory 
Coast. The Ivory Coast will 
now host in 2023.

The AFCON was tradi-
tionally held in January and 
February until CAF decided 
to alter the timing in 2017 
when it also increased the 
number of participating 
teams from 16 to 24.

But there are concerns 
by European clubs, who 
are clamoring for a harmo-
nization of the international 
match calendar that would 
see all confederation tour-
naments take place at the 
same time, two years after 
the FIFA World Cup, al-
lowing a rest period every 
other summer for the lead-
ing players.

The calendar, which is 
drawn up by world govern-
ing body FIFA, co-ordinates 
fixtures around the globe, 
allocating dates for interna-
tional matches and tourna-
ments to avoid clashes with 
domestic competitions.

By Stanley Ugagbe

La Liga giants, Barcelona 
recently ended the lingering 
speculations surrounding 
Ernesto Valverde’s job as 
the head coach by parting 
ways with the 55-year-old.

It would be recalled 
that the La Liga champions 
made the decision to extend 
Valverde’s deal for an ad-
ditional season in February 
of last year, which preceded 
an embarrassing Champi-
ons League capitulation at 
the hands of Liverpool just 
months later, having done 
similar against Roma in the 
previous campaign.

A recent Supercopa de 
Espana defeat against At-
letico Madrid only served to 
highlight the inconsistency 
of a team bursting with 
world-class talents which 
unexpectedly lost last sea-
son’s Copa del Rey final to 
Valencia.

The 55-year-old got 
his marching orders despite 

delivering back-to-back 
Primera Division titles.

In an official statement 
announcing the club’s deci-
sion concerning Valverde, 
Barca said: “Agreement 
between FC Barcelona and 
Ernesto Valverde to end his 
contract as manager of the 
first team. Thank you for 
everything, Ernesto. Best of 
luck in the future.”

While coaching 163 
games in his spell at Barca, 
Valverde achieved various 
trophies with the club. Out 
of all the games, he won 
108, draw 35, and was de-
feated in 20 games. The tro-
phies he claimed were 2 La 
Liga titles, a Copa Del Ray 
and a Spanish Super Cup.

During his spell as 
the head coach, the lack of 
European Championships 
and their performance out-
side Spain was troubling for 
the Catalans. The fans and 
the club demanded more 
which Valverde just couldn’t 
achieve.

Ever since Liverpool 
defeated the Spanish gi-
ants 4-3 in the Champions 
League, the managerial po-
sition always hung in bal-
ance. Blowing a 3-0 lead 
was a huge blow for the 
club. Being held to draw 
against Slavia Prague and 
going another year without 
a Champions League was a 
doubt that floated over Val-
verde’s head.

Following Valverde’s 
marching orders, Barcelona 
immediately announced 
former Real Betis boss Se-
tien, 61, as the new head 
coach of the club. Setien 
is a well-known fan of the 
Johan Cruyff-inspired Barca 
brand of football - as men-
tioned in the club’s press 
release regarding their new 
boss.

In a statement, the 
club Said “Quique Setien 
will be the new FC Barce-
lona coach. The man from 
Cantabria in the north of 
Spain comes to Barca after 

having had spells at Rac-
ing Santander, Poli Ejido, 
Logrones, Lugo, Las Palmas 
and Betis, his previous club 
in the 2018/19 season.

“Throughout his ca-
reer he has been a propo-
nent of possession-based, 
attacking football that has 
been attractive to the fans.”

The appointment of 
the former Real Betis boss 
came as a surprise to many 
football fans and pundits 
since there were heated re-
ports that the club was in 
talks with club legend Xavi 
about taking the reins in 
Catalunya.

But there are specula-
tions that Xavi will eventu-
ally return someday, with 
the former midfielder admit-
ting that it is his ‘dream’ 
to coach Barca, but he will 
have to bide his time in the 
short term given the an-
nouncement that Setien has 
signed up for two and a half 
years.

By Stanley Ugagbe

In what will be their 
first ever appearance 
in the competition, 
eight Canadians are 
currently perfecting 
their skills before com-
peting in the 2020 
World Butchers’ Chal-
lenge which is billed 
to hold in Sacramento, 
California this Septem-
ber.

The event, a bi-
annual meat-cutting 
competition, is ad-
judged “the greatest 
butchery event on 
earth.”

According to re-
ports, Ontario’s Peter 
Baarda was instru-
mental in spearhead-
ing an initiative to 
bring together some of 
Canada’s top butchers 
for the event.

Fielding questions 
on the development, 
Baarda averred “It 
has to be open to any 
butcher that wants to 
apply. We had around 
27 applicants. We 
brought it down to 
eight, so on that day 
there will be a team 
of six cutting, and we 
have two alternates”.

He added that “I 
feel like we have a leg 
up [on the competi-
tion] because no one 

really knows what 
we’re going to bring to 
the table.”

The team was 
in Calgary recently 
to practice at the Ca-
nadian Beef Centre 
of Excellence in the 
city’s northeast, and 
will meet several more 
times throughout 
the year at locations 
across the country be-
fore heading to Sacra-
mento in the fall.

Originally from 
England, Edmonton 
butcher Elyse Chat-
terton is one of three 
Albertans on the team 
and says she feels a 
sense of pride in being 
able to showcase Al-
berta’s rich history in 
the beef industry.

“I’m incredibly 
proud to be represent-
ing Team Canada,” 
Chatterton said. “Al-
berta’s [meat industry] 
is world-renowned as 
being fabulous, and 
I’m very lucky to be 
able to work with it. 
I’m also very happy 
to be presenting it on 
the world stage — just 
to show the rest of the 
world what Canada’s 
craft butcher scene is 
about.”

According to the 
schedule which has 

several juicy events 
lined up, the World 
Butchers’ Challenge 
will hold on September 
5th.

The concept of the 
World Butchers’ Chal-
lenge is to develop an 
environment where 
butchers strive to ex-
ceed current industry 
practice in the areas of 
general workmanship, 
meat cutting, display-
ing and the creative 
usage of beef, lamb, 
pork and chicken 
product. 

Through this com-
petition, a global com-
munity has been ce-
mented with life-long 
friendships formed, 
business opportuni-
ties unlocked and the 
overall trade benefit-
ing from an injection 
of creativity and inno-
vation.

The competition 
itself is conducted 
over a three hour and 
fifteen-minute period 
with competing teams 
given a side of beef, a 
side of pork, a whole 
lamb and five chick-
ens which they must 
then transform into a 
themed display of val-
ue-added products.  

Teams are allowed 
to provide their own 
seasonings, spices, 
marinades and garnish 
to finish products that 
are designed to inspire 
and push the boundar-
ies, yet which are also 
cookable and would 
sell in a retail setting. 
Independent judges 
score each team based 
on technique & skill, 
workmanship, prod-
uct innovation, overall 
finish and presenta-
tion. 

By Stanley Ugagbe

Football’s leading agents 
have threatened legal ac-
tion against FIFA over 
plans to cap their commis-
sion from transfers.

Recall that the apex 
body, FIFA had in last 
September announced 
a cap that would limit 
agents of the selling club 
to 10 per cent of the trans-
fer fee, and 3 per cent of 
the player’s fee for agents 
of the buying club.

Following the devel-
opment, the soccer body 
had in December also said 
that commissions paid to 
agents involved in inter-
national transfers totaled 
a record $653.9 million 
last year, four times more 
than they earned in 2015.

In their bid to ad-
dress the issue and take 
a stand, a meeting of the 
Association of Football 
Agents (AFA) was recent-
ly held in London where 
members were in clear op-
position to the move.

Mel Stein, AFA life 
president, said: “We’re go-
ing to be writing to FIFA 
and, once there is a for-
mal consultative process 
in place, where all parties 
can bring their proposals 
to the table, we will be ea-
ger to meet with them.”

He added that: “For 
the first time, we have 
agreed a united policy in 
respect of FIFA’s propos-
als”

Speaking on the de-
velopment, Gareth Bale’s 
agent, Jonathan Barnett 

said: “People at FIFA just 
think they know what 
agents do, when they 
don’t have a clue. They 
don’t consult properly, 
and they don’t engage 
with us in a meaningful 
way.”

“If you ask players 
what they want, they are 
in favour of agents. There 
are never complaints 
about agents’ fees from 
players” 

“We will try until the 
last minute to resolve the 
problem but rest assured, 
if necessary, we will go to 
every court in the world.”

Mino Raiola, who 
represents players includ-
ing Zlatan Ibrahimovic, 
Paul Pogba, Moise Kean 
and Erling Haaland, told 
Sky Sports News: “This 

was a very important 
meeting. If you look at 
the history of the world, 
justice always wins. We 
will win.”

“I don’t think intelli-
gent supporters think that 
(agents receive enough 
money),” says Raiola. 
“I think that, maybe, in-
telligent supporters also 
understand that there 
is a media war against 
agents.

“Why attack agents? 
FIFA is raising their ticket 
money every year. Why 
does FIFA want all their 
transfer monies in the 
FIFA bank? This is only 
about power. They have 
to get some victories.”

Recall that in a state-
ment on its official web-
site, FIFA had said the 

By Stanley Ugagbe

Jamaican retired 
sprinting legend, Usain 
Bolt and his long-time 
girlfriend Kasi Bennett 
have disclosed that they 
are expecting their first 
child. 

The development 
which was disclosed by 
the couple on social me-
dia, has elicited several 
reactions from well-wish-
ers and friends.

The eight-time 
Olympic gold medal win-
ner and world record 
holder in the 100m and 
200m, posted a photo of 
mom-to-be Bennett in a 
flowing red dress, right 
hand cradling her baby 
bump over the caption: “I 
just want to say a KING 
or QUEEN is about to be 
HERE. @Kasi.b”

On her part, Ben-
nett posted four images to 
her profile, three with her 
on yacht – two of those 
showing her holding a 
cluster of white, gold, 
blue and pink balloons, 
and the other on a beach, 
with the captions: “our 
biggest blessing”, “our 
greatest celebration” and 
“our golden child, coming 
soon.”

According to Wiki-
pedia, Usain St Leo Bolt, 
born 21 August 1986 is 
a Jamaican former sprint-
er. He is a world record 
holder in the 100 me-
tres, 200 metres and 4 × 
100 metres relay. Owing 
to his achievements and 
dominance in sprint com-
petition, he is widely con-
sidered to be the greatest 
sprinter of all time.

An eight-time Olym-
pic gold medalist, Bolt is 
the only sprinter to win 
Olympic 100m and 200m 
titles at three consecutive 
Olympics (2008, 2012 
and 2016). In addition, 
he won two 4 × 100 relay 
gold medals. He gained 
worldwide fame for his 
double sprint victory in 
world record times at the 
2008 Beijing Olympics, 
which made him the first 
person to hold both re-
cords since fully auto-
matic time became man-
datory.

An eleven-time 
World Champion, he won 
consecutive World Cham-
pionship 100m, 200m 
and 4 × 100 metres relay 

gold medals from 2009 
to 2015, with the excep-
tion of a 100m false start 
in 2011. He is the most 
successful athlete of the 
World Championships. 
Bolt is the first athlete to 
win four World Champi-
onship titles in the 200m 
and is the joint-most suc-
cessful in the 100m with 
three titles.

Bolt improved upon 
his second 100 m world 
record of 9.69 with 9.58 
seconds in 2009 – the 
biggest improvement 
since the start of elec-
tronic timing. He has 
twice broken the 200 
metres world record, set-
ting 19.30 in 2008 and 
19.19 in 2009. He has 
helped Jamaica to three 4 
× 100 metres relay world 
records, with the current 
record being 36.84 sec-
onds set in 2012. Bolt’s 
most successful event 
is the 200 m, with three 
Olympic and four World 
titles. The 2008 Olympics 
was his international de-
but over 100 m; he had 
earlier won numerous 
200 m medals (includ-
ing 2007 World Champi-
onship silver) and holds 
the world under-20 and 
world under-18 records 
for the event.

His achievements 
as a sprinter have earned 
him the media nickname 
“Lightning Bolt”, and his 
awards include the IAAF 
World Athlete of the Year, 
Track & Field Athlete of 
the Year, BBC Overseas 
Sports Personality of the 
Year (three times) and 
Laureus World Sportsman 
of the Year (four times). 
Bolt retired after the 2017 
World Championships, 
when he finished third 
in his last solo 100 m 
race, opted out of the 200 
m, and pulled up in the 
4×100 m relay final.

Stating that it was 
his “dream” to play pro-
fessional association foot-
ball, in August 2018 Bolt 
began training with Aus-
tralian A-League club the 
Central Coast Mariners as 
a left-winger. On 12 Oc-
tober 2018, Bolt scored 
twice for the team in a 
friendly match. He left 
the club the following 
month, and in January 
2019 chose not to pursue 
a career in football.

Aliko Dangote,

soccer body was “aiming 
for a system of balanced 
and reasonable regula-
tion, instead of the law 
of the jungle currently in 
place, with conflicts of 
interests rife and exorbi-
tant ‘commissions’ being 
earned left and right.”

“FIFA is currently 
developing these propos-
als to be turned into reg-
ulations,” “This work is 
done in consultation with 
the football stakeholders, 

including agents’ repre-
sentatives.” 

Reacting to this pres-
ent development, FIFA 
said its proposals will 
“improve transparency, 
protect player welfare, en-
hance contractual stability 
and raise professional and 
ethical standards. In other 
words, to eliminate or at 
least reduce the abusive 
and excessive practices 
which unfortunately have 
existed in football.”



outage on the campus that 
was a common phenom-
enon. He was prepared for 
the nation’s epileptic and er-
ratic supply of electricity. He 
photocopied questions from 
Prelim to final year in Phys-
ics Department. While others 
were playing he was busy 
reading. He came out with 
a first class honors degree. 
Winning most of the coveted 
overall prizes for his graduat-
ing year on the day of convo-
cation to the envy of others. 
He had the talent, he was 
failing but he determined to 
be focused, he persevered 
and changed his destiny and 
became a success. His broth-
er, who was obviously very 
talented if not better talented, 
veered into practicing magic, 
joined wrong companies and 
associations and was even-
tually rusticated from the 
university.”

One of the boys said 
loud and clear—“He missed 

his destiny!” To which Mr. 
Bassey replied “you are very 
correct.”

“Now the next thing I 
want you to add to talent is 
what I call— courage. Cour-
age tests your talent. A per-
son who exhibits courage 
is often able to live without 
regrets. To develop and dis-
cover our talent, we need 
courage. Sydney Smith de-
clares “A great deal of talent 
is lost to the world for want 
of a little courage” In the 
great Book; there was a story 
of Moses and The Jews on a 
journey of life. When Moses 
died, Joshua took over the 
leadership of people of Israel, 
on three occasions God and 
the people encouraged him to 
be ‘strong and courageous.’ 
Tell someone beside you be 
Strong and Courageous.

The whole audience 
seems to be woken up. They 
were giving themselves Hi 
Five’s and saying to one an-
other, be strong and Coura-
geous.

Mr. Bassey seemed to 
see that, as a way of wak-

ing the sleeping giants to 
what seemed to be a boring 
lecture. He said, please stand 
on your feet and tell some-
one to your left and on your 
right giving him a high five 
and say “I mean it be strong 
and courageous in life” All 
of them stood up stretching 
themselves and repeated Mr.

Bassey’s instruction 
and laughing.

Well I will soon be 
rounding off. It is just that 
much as I know that you 
have short learning span I 
also do not want to miss the 
opportunity of life to add one 
thing or the other to you that 
will assist you to succeed in 
life. Counting from his note 
he said “one, two, just three 
points more.”

“The next point is 
Teachability, it expands your 
talent. Mr Bassey explained. 
“Teachability is about an 
individual’s attitude toward 
listening, learning and ap-
plying. It is the hunger to 
discover more and grow. It 
is the willingness to learn, 
unlearn and re-learn. Despite 

continued from p(21)
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LUDACRIS AND HIS 
ENTIRE FAMILY BECOME 
CITIZENS OF GABON

CELINE DION MOURNS 
HER MOTHER

RIHANNA AND HASSAN JAMEEL PART WAYS
By N.Ugoh

Rihanna has re-
portedly parted ways 
with her boyfriend 
Hassan Jameel after 
spending three years 
together.

Though the news 
has not been confirmed 
by Rihanna's spokes-
people, many sources 
close to Rihanna have 
revealed that their rela-
tionship has ended but 
the reason behind the 
break up has not been 
revealed.

Rihanna said she 
was in love with Has-
san Jameel last July. 
When asked whether 
she was planning to get 
married to Jameel, she 
said: "Only god knows 
that, girl. We plan and 
god laughs, right?"

Jameel is the Dep-
uty President and Vice 
Chairman of the inter-
national conglomerate 
business of his fam-
ily, Abdul Latif Jameel. 
The conglomerate dis-

tributes Toyota cars in 
the Middle East. Also, 
he runs a charitable 
organisation which el-
evates "the social, cul-
tural, educational, and 
economic development 

of individuals and com-
munities in the Middle 
East region and be-
yond".

The couple tried to 
make the relationship 
secret and diring the 

time they were dating, 
they were never pic-
tured together except 
for the shots that was 
posted when they were 
on holiday and at a 
basketball game.

By N.Ugoh

Celine Dion is 
mourning the death 
of her mother, Thérèse 
Tanguay Dion.

According to TMZ 
and ET, the 92-year-
old mother of 14 chil-
dren died recently af-
ter months of failing 
health. Celine Dion’s 
father, Adhémar Dion, 
died at the age of 80 in 
2003.

Celine Dion con-
firmed her mother’s 

death via a recent post 
on Instagram. She told 
her fans that her tour 
will continue, and that 
her concert in Miami, 
Florida, would hold.

She posted a black 
and white photo of 
her family and cap-
tioned it: “Maman, we 
love you so much… 
We dedicate tonight’s 
show to you and I’ll 
sing to you with all 
my heart. Love, Céline 
xx.”

The death of her 

mother coincidentally 
falls on the fourth an-
niversary of the de-
mise of Celine's broth-
er, Daniel, and days 
after the anniversary 
of the demise of her 
husband René Angélil 
who died of cancer.

Some years before 
her mother’s death, 
Céline Dion described 
her mother as a strong 
woman. She joked 
that the total number 
of children she gave 
birth to was a proof of 
her strength. 

By N.Ugoh

Famous Ameri-
can rapper, Ludacris, 
and his family have 
become proud citizens 
of Gabon. In a recent 
video shared on his In-
stagram page, he ex-
pressed his happiness 
for the privilege. The 
rapper and his entire 
family got the Gabo-
nese citizenship on 
January 2, 2020 dur-
ing their trip to Gabon.

It should be re-
called that Ludacris 

and his family visited 
Ghana for the Year of 
Return. They visited 
sites that are signifi-
cant to slave trades on 
the the African conti-
nent 400 years ago in 
the country.

The video he post-
ed on his Instagram 
page was captioned: 
"Starting my New Year 
off with dual Citizen-
ship! AFRICA I'M OF-
FICIAL!! Momma & 
Kids Too. The Best Gift 
of the Decade Award 
goes to @eudoxie.”

By N.Ugoh

Liverpool's Sadio 
Mane has won 2019 
Confederation of Af-
rican Football (CAF) 
player of the year.

Sadio Mane was 
finalist in the last 
three editions of the 
award but he never 
won in any of the 
editions. The win-
ners for each award 
category were an-
nounced during the 
CAF Awards ceremo-
ny which took place 
in Egypt.

Nigerian duo of 
Samuel Chukwueze 
and Victor Osim-
hen were beaten to 
the youth category 
award by Achraf Ha-
kimi of Morocco.

Super Falcons 
forward, Asisat Os-
hoala beat 2018 win-
ner Thembi Kgtlana 
of South Africa to the 
women’s player of 
the year award.

The full list of 
winners in all the 
categories is present-
ed below:

African Player of 
the Year

Sadio  Mane 
(Senegal)

African Women’s 
Player of the Year

Asisat Oshoala 
(Nigeria)

African Youth 
Player of the Year

Achraf Hakimi 
(Morocco)

African Men’s 
Coach of the Year

Djamel Belmadi 
(Algeria)

African Women’s 
Coach of the Year

Desiree Ellis 
(South Africa)

African Men’s 
National Team of the 
Year

Algeria
African Women’s 

National Team of the 
Year

Cameroon
Goal of the Year
Riyad Mahrez 

(Algeria)

Best Federation 
of the Year

Egypt FA
Africa Best Elev-

en

Andrey Onana, 
Achraf Hakimi, Ka-
lidou Koulibaly, Joel 
Matip, Serge Aurier, 
Riyad Mahrez, Id-
rissa Gueye, Hakim 
Ziyech, Mohamed 
Salah, Sadio Mane, 
Pierre Emerick-Au-
bameyang

Recipients of CAF Awards, Senegalese 
striker Sadio Mane (L), African Female 

Footballer of the Year, Nigeria’s 
Asisat Oshoala 

(Photo credit CRISTINA ALDEHUELA/AFP via Getty Images)

MANE AND OSHOALA 
SHINE AT CAF 
AWARDS CEREMONY

42 43NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWS  •  To Advertise  Call : 416-318-3506NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWS  •  To Advertise  Call : 416-318-3506

VOLUME 15 •  ISSUE 1 •  JANUARY  2020 VOLUME 15 •  ISSUE 1 •  JANUARY  2020

His eyes... I had never seen 
him angry before... 

“Oosamuyiwa... Tell 
this man your name before 
I do something you won’t 
like, he is asking for some-
one who doesn’t live here... 
Oosamuyiwa, what is your 
name... “

I swallowed hard, as 
It took everything for me to 
say it... 

“ OrishaMUYIWA 
“.....I said... 

Pastor James shook 
his head... 

“So Pastor, out of 
my house... “Pastor James 
walked out but I didn’t care 
what was going to happen, 
I ran after Pastor James and 
held him so tight, holding 
his face and looking intent-
ly into his eyes... 

“Pastor James, I have 
a plan... I promise you... I 
am coming back, I just need 
to clear up my mess” I said 
with tears

“Grace, you don’t need 
to clear up your mess, you 
don’t have the strength, Let 
Jesus clear it...I Am ready 
to stand by you... We can 
make a report at the police 
station...”

“Nooo, the scandal 
will be too much for me, 
and besides If I let Jesus 
clear it, I may lose you or 
another member of my 
family, Ifakolade is deter-
mined to shed blood and so 
is my mother.... Let me just 
do this... I don’t want an-
other blood on my hands, 3 
people have died because of 
me... Please understand Let 
ME just do what Ifakolade 
wants and I promise after 
Larry’s death I am done... “

“I hope I don’t lose 
you, I have a feeling if you 
go with Ifakolade, I will 
lose you... Please Grace... 
Please...” He said holding 
me firmly

“Time up...” Ifakolade 
said from behind... “Pas-
tor James, she has given 
you her word, once she is 
through with me, she will 
come back to you... Why 
can’t you be patient?” If-
akolade said mockingly

Ifakolade pulled me 
back into the compound.... 
I saw Pastor James going 
away, and that was the last 
time I saw him before it was 
too late... 

Too late for what?   
Wait till you read the next 
part... But before I drop my 
pen... Later that day, I went 
to visit Jawegbona shrine 
under a disguise and this 
was what he had to say... 

“I never said you both 
should get married,  all I 
said was that there had to 
be sexual intercourse be-
tween you both,  before 
going to kill the man... 
You may or may not get 
married”...Jawegbona had 
said... 

Now, I got the whole 
picture, I didn’t have to 
marry Ifakolade, all we 
needed to do was have 
sexual intercourse... I was 
ready, I didn’t care if I 
was pregnant... My body 
didn’t mean much to me 
anymore... Let Ifakolade 
do what he had to do that 
night and the next morning 
we would set out to the city 
to kill Larry... 

I confronted Ifakolade 
and told him I had seen 

Jawegbona, he wasn’t Hap-
py but he agreed we didn’t 
have to get married.  I had 
the most painful and most 
regrettable intercourse of 
my life that night... I was 
shedding tears as Ifakolade 
was tearing me apart... The 
more he was having fun, 
the more hatred I had for 
Larry...

It felt like rape and he 
constantly used his mas-
sive dirty hands to cover 
my mouth from screaming 
in pain... 

I couldn’t wait for the 
day to break as I couldn’t 
sleep anymore. ..

By 4am Ifakolade and 
I set out for the revenge 
mission after eating the 
concoction Jawegbona had 
prepared for our FORTIFI-
CATION...

BUT..
The day didn’t turn 

out as I expected, it was a 
BLACK DAY for me.... 

To be continued...
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DO YOU KNOW 

answers from p(31)
L’ALPHABET 

answers from p(30)
TELEPHONE..

olution & answers from p(31)
WORK IT OUT

1.a 2. b 3. c 4. c 5. b 6. d 7. d 8. b 9. c 10 c) 

 

   
             
              
 
 
 
10 + 10 = 20   10  + 15 = 25 
10 – 10 = 0    15  – 10 = 5 
20 + 0 = 20    25 + 5 = 30 
 
 
1. 6.2 + 7.5 = 13.7; 7.5 – 6.2 =1.3; 13.7 + 1.3 = 15.0 
2. 32 + 50 = 82; 50 – 32 = 18; 82 + 18 = 100 
3. ¼  + ¾  = 1; ¾ - ¼ = ½ ; 1 + ½ = 1½   
4. 15 + 25 = 40; 25 -15 = 10; 40 + 10 = 50 
5. 0.25 + 1.3 = 1.55; 1.3 – 0.25 = 1. 05; 1.55 + 1.05 = 2.60 
6. 16 + 32 = 48; 32 – 16 = 16; 48 + 16 = 64 
7. x + xiv = xxiv; xiv – x = iv; xxiv + iv = xxviii 
8. 19 + 27 = 46; 27 – 19 = 8; 46 + 8 = 54 
 

10 10 

20 

10 15 

30 

a) Make each day your masterpiece
b) Every moment is a fresh beginning

Hh-ahsh, Bb-beh, 
Ee-uh, Tt-teh, Jj-jhee, 
Oo-oh, Xx-eeks
Ii-ee, Gg-jhay, Rr-
air, Kk-kah, Ww-duu 
blah veh, Pp-peh
Yy-ee-grek, Qq-koo

continued from p(34)
PASTOR..

the above, many talented 
people still think they know 
it all and refuse to listen. The 
teachable truth is that noth-
ing is interesting if you are 
not interested. Learning is 
meant to be a lifelong pur-
suit. Again Sydney J. Harris 
is quoted as saying ‘A win-
ner knows how much he still 
has to learn, even when he 
is considered an expert by 
others. A loser wants to be 
considered an expert by oth-
ers, even before he has learnt 
enough to know how little 
he knows.’ Pride is the major 
hindrance to teachability. No 
matter the strength of your 
talent, if you are not teach-
able you will be stranded in 
life. Nobody has a monopoly 
of knowledge. In the ages 
past, literacy was defined as 
the ability to read and write. 
In this age and time, it is the 
ability to learn, unlearn and 
relearn, that is being teach-
able. Being teachable is 

about continuous learning. If 
you are a Doctor of Philoso-
phy today in a specific disci-
pline and you refuse to learn 
you will become obsolete in 
your field. Knowledge is dy-
namic.”

Mr. Bassey looking up 
from his prepared note and 
cleaning his pair of glasses, 
said “Let me share with you 
a true life story. There was 
a Professor in one of the 
universities; I will not men-
tion the name. He studied in 
Canada in the early seven-
ties. He was the computer 
Lecturer in his university in 
the late eighties in Nigeria. 
He was supervising a PhD 
student from one of the high 
paying companies. The com-
pany bought a Laptop for 
him. In those days to make 
presentation and plot graphs 
you do it on transparent trac-
ing papers and show it on 
projectors. It is tedious and 
time consuming. But as at 

this time Lotus-123 has been 
developed. By the way that 
is what you call ‘Excel’ on 
your computer today. When 
the Professor who did not 
have laptop gave his PhD 
student some graphs to plot 
what he thought will take 
the student some weeks will 
take him one day. The Pro-
fessor challenged the Uni-
versity authority to buy the 
necessary computers for the 
Engineering Department. 
What helped him was his 
teachability spirit .He real-
ized he has to learn new 
things even from his student! 
By the way, the computer of 
the seventies used to fill a 
whole room. There is no re-
semblance to what you call 
computers today. My point is 
this no matter how talented 
if you are not teachable you 
will be obsolete and you will 
not go far with your bag of 
talent.”

TO BE CONTINUED

answers from p(31)
SOLVE THE PROBLEMS  
1.   $4.00,  cent .78 ($4.78)
2.   $8.00, cent 99 ($8.99)
3.   $13.00,  20 cent ($13.20)
4   $1.00,   98 cent ($1.98)



SUE & CHARLIE’S MEAT & SEAFOOD
IN MISSISSAUGA

• YAMS
• GARI
• FUFU
• PLANTAIN
• COSMETICS 
• HAIR PRODUCTS
• KINGFISH BOX

• MACKEREL BOX
• HARD CHICKEN
• SMOKED FISH
• STOCKFISH
• MOVIES
• PALM OIL
• AND MUCH MORE!

SPECIALIZING IN AFRICAN GROCERIES, MEATS & SEAFOODS

IF WE DON’T HAVE IT, WE’LL GET IT FOR YOU
GREAT PRICE, GREAT QUALITY, GREAT SERVICE

FRESH CHICKEN,
GOAT, BURNT GOAT, SHEEP, BEEF

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
3057 HURONTARIO STREET, MISSISSAUGA, L5A 2G9

905-896-2226 OR 905-896-3663

AFRICAN SNAILS 
NOW AVAILABLE

NEW WORLD FOOD MARKET
164 Oakdale Rd.  Toronto

FOR ALL YOUR WHOLESALE AFRICAN FOODS.
We Carry All African Major Brands.

Wholesale Only.

Cash & Carry.

Best Prices In Town.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

By Appointment ONLY PLEASE.

416-836-2652

AFRICAN CARIBBEAN MARKET

5 McMuchy Avenue N. Unit 7, Brampton, ON L6X 2R6
Tel: 905-455-4500
w w w . 3 m s a f r i c a n m a r k e t . c o m

African and Caribbean Products
Fresh Produce,Meat/ Fish, Spices, Yam, Oil,  Frozen 
Vegetables, Garri, Beans, Rice, Semovita, Yam Flour, 
etc.
Beverages, Hair & Body Products
RAZA and Many More

EXPERIENCED NIGERIAN COOK WANTED

JOB POSITION

Permanent Full time.
We are seeking a reliable, hardworking individual to work in an 
African restaurant.
Must be friendly
Must be able to work in a hot environment
Must be able to stand for long periods of time
Must be available weekends and holidays
Must be able to prepare food quickly and accurately
Must be able to prepare African dishes with minimal supervisor
Abide by Food Safety and Safety regulations and best practices.
Ability to multi-task and maintain high energy in a fast-paced envi-
ronment
Able to answer the phone in a pleasant manner.
Salary:$15.00 to  $20.00/hour
Language: English (Required)

Food Depot Restaurant LLBO

We will consider all qualified applicants for employment. 
Students, newcomers are encouraged to apply.
Send resume to: Fooddepotcanada@gmail.com
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Contact: 416.318.3506
Email: publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca 

THIS SPACE IS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR BRAND

OYATO FOOD AFRICAN MARKET
African, West Indian and Caribbean 
1550 Jane Street, North York, ON M9N 2R5

Beside Ola Restaurant and Catering Services 

Ofada Rice, Honey Beans, Yam Flour, Plantain Flour, Garri Ijebu, Yellow Garri, 
Pounded Yam, Palmoil, Indomie, Spices, Custard, Hard Chicken and Turkey, 

Goat Meat and Beef, Fish, Cosmetics, Bitterkola and Kolanut and much more.

Beauty Products and much more

www.oyatofood.ca • email: oyatofood@yahoo.com

647.272.0339 • 647.476.4566
Quality Food Superior Service, Top Quality Rich & Fresh African

Food Produce from the Source @ a Discounted Trade Price 

OUR
PRODUCTS



Our Goal Is To Help
 Quality People For Their 
  Mortgages and Finances

REMARKABLEREMARKABLE
(RMA) GALA
MOTHERS AWARDMOTHERS AWARD

Recognizing Distinguished, lnspirational & Accomplished Mothers

220 HUMBERLINE DR.
ETOBICOKE, ON M9W 5Y4May 2, 2020

For details - Ngozi Ugoh: 416.318.3506 • ncncevents@gmail.com

NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWSPAPER  CANADA
NCNC

SAVE
THE

DATE

5th
Edition 

BEST MC

Lolo Ngozi Ugoh
416-318-3506

Available for:
Weddings, Birthdays, Special Family Occasions, Anniversaries

Corporate/Private
And all events.

Greet guests and make them comfortable
Work as a team member

Acting as the face of the event
We Create Memories that last a Lifetime

Peace of Mind guaranteed.
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