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RICHARD ODELEYE
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IMMIGRATION & REFUGEE

CIVIL LITIGATION. FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL LITIGATION

Area of Prac�ce

1110 Finch Avenue West, 
Suite 815, Toronto 
Ontario M3J 3J4

info@richlawfirm.ca
www .richlawfirm.ca

Tel. (416) 603-9195
Fax: (416) 603-9190

(RICH LAW)

Clement Esene  CPA, MBA
Broker of Record

REAL ESTATE, ONE OF THE 
SAFEST INVESTMENTS - ENOFE

HomeLife/Miracle Realty Ltd.,
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated   Brokerage

Nana Osei-Wireko

www.NowHomesRealty.com 

BUY • SELL • LEASE • INVEST

Cell: 416-917-4298
Sales Representative

Off: 905-455-5100
Email: soldbynana@gmail.com

CALL FOR FREE HOME EVALUATION

FREE DELIVERY SERVICES • FREE ANNUAL MEDICATION REVIEWS 
FREE MEDICATIONS CONSULTATION SERVICES • FREE DRUG DISPOSAL SERVICES

MUDIOS MEDICAL PHARMACY
FELIX ODIGIE, B. PHARM. R. Ph.
PHARMACY MANAGER

6-1780 Albion Road 
Etobicoke, On M6V 1C1

TEL: 416-743-5093 • FAX: 416-745-2242 • CELL: 647-888-5093

CERTIFIED FLU SHOT ADMINISTRATOR

By NCNC Staff

As part of his efforts to 

build, cement and maintain 
relationships, Andrew Enofe 
recently hosted a Client Ap-

Andrew Enofe - Host

preciation Dinner for his cli-
ents and their families.

The two-in-one party 
which was held on December 
6th, was the 3rd edition of the 
dinner which was first held in 
2017.

The event, which had 
adult and children sections 
saw the attendees go home 
with gifts and awards. Cat-
egorized into three groups, 
awards were given to those 
who referred clients in the 
course of the year, those who 
bought houses from the re-
altor and a general category 
which had awardees through 
raffle draw.

According to the real 
estate agent and investor in 
a brief chat with our corre-
spondent, the dinner was put 
together to appreciate past, 
present and future clients. He 
noted that it was important 
to appreciate those who have 
been part and parcel of his 
success story in the real estate 

business.
Enofe added that it is 

also his own way of “giving 
back to the community that 
has been supporting me and 
giving me the enabling envi-
ronment to thrive”.

In his words, real es-
tate is one of the safest 
investments for anyone 
who wants to build equity 

continued on p(24-25)
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Call For Your
Complimentary
Consultation!

4732 Jane Street, Toronto ON M3N 2L2 
(Next to Smart Choice)

www.shorehamdental.ca

Dr. Nosente Bollo-Kamara and Associates
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YORK
UNIVERSITY

905-459-7778
171 Main Street N, Unit 1. Brampton, ON L6X 0H4

S h o r e h a m  D e n t a l
FAMILY DENTAL CARE

DREAMING OF EARNING A MD / MBBS DEGREE?
All Saints University (ASU) can help you realize your dream.Features:

- Licensed Medical Graduates in the USA, Canada, Israel, Nigeria, UAE etc
- Recognition by WHO, MCC, ECFMG
- Small student-focused class sizes (30 - 40 per class)
- 2 campuses (Dominica and St. Vincent)
- Clinical Training at top-notch affiliated teaching hospitals in the USA, 
Canada, UK, Nigeria etc
- Up to 50% Tuition Fee Scholarhips

Space is limited!
To register call 
1-866-602-9555

Admission in progress.
Eligibility: High school gradutes with credits in science 
subjects, english and math or University students / graduates.
Earn your MBBS or Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree in as little 
as 3 years and 4 months!

For
Upcoming
Seminar

For more information and application visit: www.allsaintsuniversity.org or call: 416-743-9222

Call:
416-743-9222

INSURANCE RECOVERY CENTRE
119 Benny Stark Street, Toronto, ON M6N 3N4

Contact:
Dave Mullett 
Manager

416-654-7222 ext. 270
dmullett@starkautosales.com
www.starkautosales.com

AUCTION EVERY MONDAY
We have around 3000 cars at all times

Actual
LEGAL SERVICE
• Personal Injury
• Debt Recovery
• Insurance Claims
• Criminal (Summary)

Contact
Adam S. Ridolfi
Tel: 416-896-0396
Fax: 416-667-1446
2901 Steeles Ave. W, 
Suite 23. Toronto 
Ontario M3J 3A5 
E-mail:
adamridolfi@aol.com
www.actuallegalservices.ca



106 Regina Road,
Unit 3, Woodbridge,

ON L4L 8M8

JAMES IDOWU AUTOS INC.
Complete Auto Mechanic Repairs & Used Car Sales

Tel: 437-388-5646

Dele
Chief Mechanic

•Fuel Injection Specialist 
• Electronic Repairs 
•Brake & Tune-ups 

•Air Condition

Safety Inspection
All kinds of Taxi D.O.T.

Email: jamesforgod29@gmail.com
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ISLINGTON NORTH CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. M Agyemang, B.Sc. (Hon.), D.C.

Chiropractic & Rehabilitation

NOW INTRODUCES:
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION THERAPY

STATE OF THE ART TREATMENT FOR:
1. Protruding and Herniating Discs
2. Degenerative Disc Disease (DDD)
3. Spinal Root Impingment
4. Degenerative Joint Disease (DJD)
5. Compression Fractures

As well we offer services for:
Motor Vehicle Accidents • Extended Health Care
Soft Tissue Massage • Custom made orthotics

Tel: 905-264-8010
Fax: 905-264-9010
CLINIC HOURS
Mondays & Thursdays - 9:30-5:30 pm
Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 9:30-8:00pm 
Fridays: 9:30-1:00pm
Saturdays by appointment only

Location: 7007 Islington Ave., Unit 14, Woodbridge, Ont. L4L 4T5
(NORTH-EAST corner of Islington & Steeles.

ALL NATIONS UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, KOFORIDUA, GHANA
offers the following programmes:

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
Bachelor of Engineering (Oil and Gas )
Electronics & Communications Engineering
Bachelor of Engineering (Biomedical )
Bsc. (Hons) Computer Science
Bachelor of Engineering (Computer)

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing
Bachelor of Business Administration in Entrepreneurship
Bachelor of Business Administration in Human Resource Management
Bachelor of Business Administration in Banking and Finance

DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMANITIES & SCIENCES
Bsc. Nursing (Joint Programme with Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science & Technology)
Biblical Studies with Business Administration

Apply Today: www.anuc.edu.gh • admissions@anuc.edu.gh • registrar@anuc.edu.gh • Ghana: 233-82-21587/ 215888 • Canada: 416-667-9333 • Toll Free: 1-866-845-5505Equipped For Every Good Work

THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH  
LAWNA CANADA
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever” – Heb 13 : 8

Are you under the bondage of Satan ? – come unto Jesus now – Mark 16:17
Are you terrified by bad dreams ? – come unto Jesus now – Pro 3:24
Do you want total freedom from demonic forces ? – come unto Jesus now – Luke 1:8

You are cordially invited to celebrate Jesus with us at

 TORONTO ASSEMBLY

CALGARY ASSEMBLY AJAX ASSEMBLY

425 EDDYSTONE, UNIT 3, 
TORONTO, ONT. M3N 1H8
Sunday Service: 10:00am - 12:30pm
Friday Service  : 07:00pm - 08:00pm
Tel: 647-863-5736 • 647-770-5890

Hounsfield Heights Briar
Community Center

1922-14 Avenue NW, Calgary, 
Alberta T2N1M5

Sunday Service: 
09:00am – 11:00am

Tel: 587-718-9633
      403-801-2980

Michaelle Jean
Public School
180 Williamson Drive East,
Ajax. ON. L1Z0G7
Sunday Service:
10:00am – 12:30pm
Tel: 647-770-5890
647-621-4877

NEW 
LOCATIONInjured?

NO WIN - NO FEE
Car Accidents - Slip and Fall - Denied Benefi ts

Call today!  905-487-6333 
Visit our web site at www.lawyer4me.com

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public

Dr. Pius L. Okoronkwo
LL.B., BL, LL.M. (Dalhousie, Canada), 
Ph.D. (Osgoode, Canada)

AREAS OF PRACTICE
• Criminal Law
• Family Law
• Civil Litigation
• Corporate and Commercial Law
• Immigration and Refugee Law
• International Economic Law and Investment
• Estate and Trust Law
Your Legal Problems Solved with Competence and Professionalism

PIUS L. OKORONKWO

1183 Finch Ave. W, Suite 603, Toronto, ON  M3J 2G2
Tel: 647-831-7487 • Fax: 416-650-0168

THE LAW OFFICE OF

DR. AYOKUNLE FAGBEMIGUN

FISDES MEDICAL CENTRE

MD., C.C.F.P.
Family Medical Practice / Walk-in Clinic

1525 Albion Road,
SUITE 210, Etobicoke,
ON M9V 5G5
(Albion Rd. & Finch Ave. West)

Tel: 416-401-8888
Fax: 416-743-9797
info@fisdesmedical.ca
www.fisdesmedical.ca

Opening Hours: 
Monday-Friday: 9am-6pm

• New Clinic 
• Accepting New Patients
• We accept Walk-in Patients
• Convenient Location

• Quality Care • Comfortable Space
• Convenient Location



GIVE YOUR

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

DR. JIDE
ODUSANYA
DENTAL OFFICE

A BOOSTSmile

1280 Finch Avenue West,  #418
Downsview, ON M3J 3K6

Tel: 416-736-9119

377 Burnhamthrope Rd. E., #109 
Mississauga ON L5A 3Y1
Tel: 905-896-9578

Contact: 416.318.3506
Email: publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca 

THIS SPACE IS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR BRAND
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(For other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ 1 Cor.3:11)

TELE – CONFERENCE on (416) 639-2426

Jesus Is Lord

* *

WHEN: EVERY SUNDAY
Hour Of Worship:

10.00AM – 12.30PM

The Lord Is Waiting For You To Address All Your 
Foundational Problems Today As You Worship With 

Us. Donʼt Be Left Out.

TUESDAY: 
TELE – CONFERENCE on (416) 639-2426, CODE: 7880#

TIME: 7.00PM
LOCATION: 71 Milvan Dr, North York, ON M9L 1Y8

FOR PRAYER AND COUNSELLING: 647-721-6870 • 647-701-6871 • 647-693-2611

You Shall Be Established On A New Foundation
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• Full Goat
• Fresh Fish
• Cow/Goat Tripe
• Cow Skin
• Cow Foot
• Oxtail
• Hard Chicken
• Smoked Meats & Fish
• African Groceries

M O S A I C

MOSAIC MEATS

WHOLESALERS
(A DIVISION OF FILAD ENTERPRISES)

High Quality African Meats

mosaicfoods@hotmail.com
mosaicafricanfoods.com

• Mosaic Food Products
• African Movies / Music (CDS / DVD)
• Mini Food Products

HIGH QUALITY
AFRICAN PRODUCTS
AT WHOLESALE PRICE

RETAILERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF GROCERY, 
COSMETICS, AFRICAN MOVIES & MUSIC

62 EDDYSTONE AVE, NORTH YORK, ON M3N 1H4
416-745-1044

Tel: 416-917-2790 • 416-744-1078
 Fax: 416-748-8957

CONSERVATIVE LEADER, ANDREW 
SCHEER RESIGNS

UPROAR AS BUHARI SEEKS ANOTHER 
$29.96BN LOAN

TTC APPROVES 10C 
FARE HIKE

By Stanley Ugagbe

In what he adjudged 
one of the most difficult 
decisions he has ever 
made, Canada's Conserva-
tive leader, Andrew Scheer 
has announced that he is 
stepping down after fac-
ing criticism for failing to 
oust Liberal Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau in October's 
election.

While announcing his 
resignation, Scheer who 
spoke about the sacrifices 
made by his family for his 
political career, told the 
House of Commons it was 
"one of the most difficult de-
cisions I have ever made".

The decision to resign 
was not made lightly, he 
said. "But in order to chart 
the course ahead, this par-
ty, this movement needs 
someone who can give 100 
per cent to the efforts.

"And after some con-
versations with my kids 
and my wife and loved 
ones, I felt it was time to put 
my family first."

However, the outgo-
ing leader succinctly noted 
that he would stay on in his 
role until the party chooses 
a new leader.

In his words, the 
strain of an election had 
taken a toll on five chil-
dren and wife, Jill, whom he 
called "heroic".

News sources dis-
closed that Scheer's res-
ignation came amid rev-
elations, first reported by 
Global News, that the Con-
servative Party had helped 
cover the cost of private 
school for the Conservative 
leader's children.

Dustin van Vugt, Con-
servative Party Executive 
Director said in a statement 
that the party had offered to 
reimburse some of the costs 
associated with being party 
leader and relocating Mr 
Scheer's family to Canada's 
capital, "as is the normal 
practice for political parties".

It would be recalled 

that "Shortly after Mr 
Scheer was elected leader," 
van Vugt said, "we had a 
meeting where I made a 
standard offer to cover costs 
associated with moving his 
family from Regina to Ot-
tawa.

"This includes a differ-
ential in schooling costs be-
tween Regina and Ottawa. 
All proper procedures were 
followed and signed off on 
by the appropriate people."

According to Van 
Vught's office, Scheer's res-
ignation was not related to 
the reimbursements.

Recall that reports of 
the tuition assistance di-
vided Conservatives. Many 
defended Scheer, while oth-
ers decried the funding as 
inappropriate.

Conservative strate-
gist, Kory Teneycke had 
said "There's nothing proper 
or appropriate about hav-
ing party members' money 
used to pay for someone's 
children's private school 
education," adding that 
"There's nothing normal 
about that."

The outgoing 40-year-
old leader has been strug-
gling to rally the party be-
hind him since the October 
election.

Prior to his resigna-
tion, several party mem-
bers had mounted a public 
campaign for his ousting, 
while a veteran MP who 
had served under Stephen 
Harper declined a position 
in Scheer's shadow cabinet.

According to sources, 
news that the party had 
been partly paying for his 
children's private school did 
not go over well with the 
base, who favour small-
government and fiscal fru-
gality. It proved to be the 
final nail in the coffin.

Recall that Scheer 
who faced a disappointing 
loss to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau in October's federal 
election had led his Conser-
vatives to a 22-seat bump 
in the House of Commons 

and edged out the Liberals 
in the popular vote. 

But the leader re-
mained dogged by ques-
tions about his position 
on issues such as abortion 
rights and same-sex mar-
riage, which are popular in 
Canada.

Several critics of the 
outgoing Conservative 
number one member are of 
the view that he failed to 
capitalize on the prime min-
ister's stumbles while in of-
fice and on the trail, namely 
the SNC-Lavalin scandal, 
and pictures that emerged 
of Trudeau in blackface.

Yet, the party floored 
Trudeau’s party as it picked 
up seats in New Brunswick, 
Ontario and British Colum-
bia and swept the prairies, 
leaving Trudeau without 
any party members from 
Canada's oil-producing 
provinces Alberta and Sas-
katchewan.

In his resignation re-
marks, Scheer called for 
party unity and vowed the 
next leader would have his 
full support, saying "The 
party that we've all built 
together is far too important 
for one individual.

"Our party is not a 
cult of personality, it's not 
shaped by whoever's name 
is on the masthead but by 
the hundreds of thousands 
of Conservatives who 
pound in lawn signs, sit on 
their riding associations and 

donate a few dollars every 
month."

Prime Minister 
Trudeau thanked Scheer for 
"his dedication and service" 
and said he understood the 
many sacrifices made by 
the families of politicians. "I 
wish him all the very, very 
best in his next steps."

Scheer only became 
leader in May 2017 in a 
razor thin victory against 
12 rivals. He has served in 
federal politics since 2004 
since being elected to the 
House of Commons at age 
25.

Scheer will remain on 
as a member of Parliament. 
He said the Conservative 
Party will now begin steps 
towards electing a new 
leader.

Analysts are of the 
view that Scheer’s resigna-
tion is a chance for the par-
ty to redefine and sharpen 
policies on issues like cli-
mate change or social and 
urban issues, in order to 
present itself as a modern 
governing alternative to Ca-
nadian voters.

Also, many see it as 
an opportunity to chart a 
path from 122 seats back 
to government under a dif-
ferent leader unencumbered 
by doubts about where he 
or she stands on abortion, 
on gay rights, or on any 
number of issues close to 
the heart of a broad swath 
of Canadians.

By NCNC Staff

Toronto Transit Com-
mission (TTC) has approved 
a $2.14-billion mixed TTC/
Wheel Trans 2020 funds 
that will see a 10-cent in-
crease across most fare cat-
egories.

With reference to a 
recommended fare schedule 
supplied with the TTC funds 
paperwork, even seniors, 
youth and those getting 
special fare subsidies based 
on income will be gouged 

by the 10-cent hike to a 
single fare.

According to the de-
velopment, Presto card cus-
tomers who load their fares 
onto a digital purse will also 
be handed an increase.

It would be recalled 
that the town’s Auditor-Ba-
sic had reported in a scath-
ing audit in February that 
the TTC misplaced at the 
least $64-million in 2018 to 
fare evasion and malfunc-
tioning Presto gear in 2018.

The budget docu-
ments indicate that the fare 
increase is expected to bring 
in $31.4-million in extra 
revenue — just slightly less 
than the $31.6-million they 
claim they saved through 
expenditure reductions in 
next year’s budget.

The fare increase ac-
cording to the commission 
will take effect from impact 
March 1.

Instructing commis-
sioners, Interim chief mon-
etary officer, Josie La Vita 
said “This isn’t a straight-
forward determination 
however we felt our riders 
wanted to make a contribu-
tion as nicely”.

In their bid to sort out 
the fare evasion subject, 
commissioners heard that 
50 extra transit enforce-
ment officers are included 
within the 2020 funds, at a 
price of $3-million.

The TTC projects will 
recoup $7-million of the 
$64-million in losses from 
these enhanced efforts.

Reports also dis-
closed that TTC will spend 
$2.8-million for a combined 
anti-racism strategy and a 
special office to handle tran-
sit enforcement complaints.

La Vita averred it will 
likely be staffed by 11 indi-
viduals.

The 2020 TTC con-
ventional budget is $1.9-bil-
lion, of which the city will 
provide a $642-million sub-
sidy.

That’s $20.6-million 
greater than in 2019, the 

funds paperwork shows.
As at the time of filing 

this report, reports noted 
that the fare enhance and 
2020 funds will go to coun-
cil for remaining approval.

The Toronto Transit 
Commission (TTC) is the 
public transport agency 
that operates bus, subway, 
streetcar, and Para transit 
services in Toronto, On-
tario, Canada. It is the old-
est and largest of the urban 
transit service providers in 
the Greater Toronto Area, 
with numerous connections 
to systems serving its sur-
rounding municipalities.

Established as the To-
ronto Transportation Com-
mission in 1921, the TTC 
owns and operates four rap-
id transit lines with 75 sta-
tions, over 149 bus routes, 
and 11 streetcar lines. On 
an average weekday in 
2019, 1.69 million passen-
gers made 2.76 million un-
linked trips on the TTC, with 
the number of trips about 
evenly divided between the 
subways (1.34 million) and 
buses and streetcars (1.34 
million). The TTC also oper-
ates door-to-door paratran-
sit service for the elderly 
and disabled, known as 
Wheel-Trans.

The TTC is the most 
heavily used urban mass 
transit system in Canada 
and the third largest in 
North America, after the 
New York City Transit Au-
thority and Mexico City 
Metro.

By Stanley Ugagbe 

A day after the Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
warned Nigeria against ris-
ing debts, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari re-sent 
the $29.96bn 2016-2018 
external borrowing plan to 
the Senate for its consider-
ation and approval.

Recall that the Debt 
Management Office had 
said out of Nigeria’s total 
debt profile of N25.7tn as 
of June 2019, external bor-
rowing accounts for about 
32 per cent while the 68 per 
cent is domestic.

It would also be re-
called that the President’s 

financial plan was approved 
by the Federal Executive 
Council in August 2016 and 
sent to the 8th Assembly in 
September 2016.

But, the leadership of 
the federal parliament led by 
Senator Bukola Saraki and 
Yakubu Dogara, invariably 
rejected the request in No-
vember 2016.

Ahmad Lawan, the 
current President of the Sen-
ate who read the fresh re-
quest sent by Buhari during 
plenary, did not give details 
of the executive communi-
cation.

In the letter, dated No-
vember 26, 2019, Buhari 
said the 8th National As-

sembly approved only a part 
of the External Borrowing 
request forwarded to it in 
September 2016.

This, according to him, 
stalled the Federal Govern-
ment’s implementation of 
critical projects spanning 
across the mining, power, 
health, agricultural, water 
and educational sectors.

The letter reads, “Pur-
suant to Section 21 and 27 
of the Debt Management 
Office (Establishment) Act, 
I hereby request for Reso-
lutions of the Senate to 
approve the Federal Gov-
ernment’s 2016 – 2018 
External Borrowing plan, as 
well as relevant projects un-

der this plan.
“Specifically, the Sen-

ate is invited to note that: 
While I had transmitted the 
2016-2018 External Bor-
rowing Plan to the 8th Na-
tional Assembly in Septem-
ber, 2016, this plan was not 
approved in its entirety by 
the Legislature.

“Only the Federal 
Government’s Emergency 
projects for the North East, 
(Four (4) States’ projects 
and one (1) China Exam 
Bank Assisted Railway 
Modernisation Projects for 
Lagos – Ibadan Segment) 
were approved, out of a total 
of thirty-nine (39) projects.

“The Outstanding 

projects in the plan that 
were not approved by the 
Legislature are, neverthe-
less, critical to the delivery 
of the Government’s policies 
and programmes relating to 
power, mining, roads, agri-
culture, health, water and 
educational sectors.

“These outstanding 
projects are well advanced 

in terms of their prepara-
tion, consistent with the 
2016 Debt Sustainability 
Analysis undertaken by the 
Debt Management Office 
and were approved by the 
Federal Executive Council 
in August 2016 under the 
2016 – 2018 External Bor-
rowing Plan.

continued on p(39)
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THE NEWEST WAY TO 
GET YOUR PROBIOTICS

SCREENS HURTING YOUR VISION? 
6 TIPS FOR HEALTHIER EYES

EYE HEALTH AT EVERY AGE

(NC) When it 
comes to daily vita-
mins or supplements, 
most of us prefer an 
easier pill to swallow. 
It is no surprise that 
multivitamin gummies 
aren’t just for kids 
anymore – formulas 
for adults have be-
come popular in recent 
years, with the newest 
options focusing on 
specific nutrients and, 
more recently, probi-
otics. If you ha ven't 
tried gummy probiot-
ics yet, read on to dis-
cover if they are right 
for you.

“Gummy supple-
ments are a great op-
tion for people who do 
not like swallowing 
regular tablets,” says 
Jemma Besson, a regis-
tered dietitian at Shop-
pers Drug Mart. “They 
may be a more palat-
able option compared 
to traditional supple-
ments. This makes 
the gummy format an 
easy and convenient 
option for those who 
want to incorporate 
probiotics into their 
daily routine.”

Many supplement 
brands are now also 
addressing people’s 
concerns about sugar, 

gluten and dairy, and 
are introducing prod-
ucts to meet those 
needs. For instance, 
Life Brand probiotic 
gummies are gluten, 
dairy, soy and gelatin 
free and contain no 
added sugar, as they 
are made with real 
fruit such as black-
berries, peaches and 
raspberries. For those 
worried about the sug-
ar content, the recom-
mended dosage trans-
lates to a very small 
amount.

Ultimately, vita-
mins and probiotics 
are best consumed in 
food, but supplements 
are a great option 
when extra support is 
needed or if you want 
to boost your digestive 
health. Different types 
of probiotics may of-
fer specific health 
benefits. Some for-
mulas even target IBS 
symptoms and may 
help relieve abdominal 
discomfort, gas and 
bloating.

Besson recom-
mends some tips to 
incorporate probiotics 
into your diet, such as 
eating fermented foods 
or those with live cul-
tures like kimchi, ko.

(NC) Your eyes 
are your window to 
the world – they al-
low you do everything 
from performing every-
day tasks to enjo ying 
the most precious mo-
ments life has to offer. 
That’s why it’s impor-
tant to be proactive and 
make vision a priority. 
Check out these simple 
tips to keep your eyes 
healthy:

• Book an an-
nual eye exam: Stay 
on top of regular eye 

exams. Only half of 
Canadians seek treat-
ment for symptoms of 
potential eye disease.  
Eye care professionals 
can spot underlying 
issues even if one’s vi-
sion seems fine.

• Take a break 
from screen time: 
Between smartphones 
and other devices, our 
eyes need a rest. Con-
sider following the 20-
20-20 rule. Every 20 
minutes, look at some-
thing 20 feet away for 

20 seconds to mini-
mize eyestrain.

• Eat healthy: 
Like our bodies, our 
eyes need nutrients to 
maintain good health. 
Increasing intake of 
foods rich in omega-3 
fatty acids, beta-car-
otene and vitamins C 
and E can help prevent 
vision issues. Try foods 
like fish, leafy greens, 
and citrus fruits.

• Get enough 
shuteye: Lack of sleep 
reduces the amount of 

oxygen in our eyes. 
The result? Red eyes 
and blurry vision. A 
good rest can replen-
ish your eyes, ensuring 
you start the day fresh.

• Protect from 
UV light: Sunglasses 
and hats are not just 
fashion statements 
– they protect eyes 
from harmful UV light, 
which can contribute 
to the development of 
certain eye conditions.

• Stay vigi-
lant: Vision changes 
as we age, and com-
mon conditions like 
presbyopia, cataracts, 
macular degeneration 
and glaucoma can de-
velop. Cataracts affect 
2.5 million Canadians 
every year and are the 
leading cause of blind-
ness and low vision 
in age-related eye dis-
eases. Minimize dam-
age to your eyesight 
by learning the signs 
of treatable eye condi-
tions like these. 

Find out more at 
seethefullpicture.ca

 (NC) Vision care 
is something you 
should think about 
long before you strug-
gle to read the fine 
print. It should be part 
of your overall health 
regimen to ensure that 
any issues are identi-
fied and treated early. 
Here’s what to look for 
at every stage: 

Toddlers and 
kids. Vision plays a 
crucial role in how 
children learn about 
the world. But don’t 
rely on your little ones 
to speak up about vi-
sion challenges – they 
don’t have anything to 
compare their sight to 
and they might not re-
alize they have a prob-
lem. Make sure your 
kids have their eyes 
checked at least once 
by the age of three and 

continue to see an eye 
care professional an-
nually.

20s and 30s. No-
ticing a decline in your 
vision? Most people 
think blurry vision is a 
sign they need vision 
correction like contact 
lenses or glasses, but 
it is also a symptom 
of dry eye. According 
to a survey by Alcon 
Canada, 85 per cent of 
us have experienced 
at least one dry eye 
symptom. Don’t put 
up with poor vision, 
talk to your eye care 
professional about 
your symptoms. The 
solution could be as 
simple as an over-
the-counter all-in-one 
eye drop like Systane 
Complete.

40s. Did your 

arms suddenly get 
too short to read your 
smartphone news-
feed? You’re not alone 
– more than 7.5 mil-
lion Canadians are liv-
ing with presbyopia, 
the gradual loss in the 
eye’s ability to focus 
on close objects. Talk 
to your eye care pro-
fessional to go read-
ers-free and see ev-
erything near, far and 
in-between with mul-
tifocal contact lenses.

50s and beyond. 
Reminiscing about the 
days when cloudy vi-
sion, light sensitiv-
ity and muted colour 
didn’t get in your 
way? More than 2.5 
million Canadians are 
living with cataracts, a 
natural condition that 
forms when protein 
builds up and clouds 

the lens in your eye. 
To restore clear vision, 
talk to your eye care 
professional about 
cataract surgery and 
the lens replacement 
options available to 
treat multiple eye con-
ditions at once. 

The right lens 
could mean seeing the 
world in vivid colour 
or not having to wear 
reading glasses.

A thorough over-
view of Nigeria’s 2019 
factsheet revealed that it 
was an event-laden year 
for the giant of Africa. 

The country had 
its General Elections 
between February and 
March which saw Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
return to power haven 
defeated his fierce rival, 
former Vice President and 
candidate of the People’s 
Democratic Party, Atiku 
Abubakar in an election 
that was characterized 
with unscrupulous vio-
lence. The election which 
had many surprises, saw 
the Senate President, Bu-
kola Saraki ousted out of 
power following an em-
barrassing defeat.

With the President 
returned to power and 
majority of his party 
members in the nation’s 
key position, it was ex-

pected that Nigeria will 
be on a course to a sky-
rocketing growth in all 
spheres. But, the year 
2019 was not an excep-
tion in the nation’s recent 
suicidal woes. 

Recall that prior to 
his first tenure, Buhari 
had promised that his ad-
ministration will build a 
nation where only good 
news emanates from. But 
since assumption of office 
and as was also evident 
in 2019, the nation has 
continued to be on the 
sinking side as screaming 
issues of poverty, corrup-
tion, kidnapping, tribal-
ism, terrorism, nepotism 
etc. were in the center 
table in the course of the 
year.

The Nigerian Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS) in its 
latest report on how Ni-
geria fared in 2019, un-
earthed the key issues 

that plagued the nation.
According to the 

report, unemployment, 
crime and insecurity are 
the top issues affecting 
Nigeria.

In a side-by-side 
analysis of 2016 and 
2019, the report divulged 
the key issues menacing 
against the most popu-
lous black nation. 

Ranked number 
one, unemployment as 
at 2016 was 17% but 
moved to 20% in 2019. 
Another report pegged 
unemployment rate at 
23.1%. Second on the 
rank, crime and insecu-
rity as at 2016 was 10% 
but hit 16% in 2019.

Third on the rank, 
health care was 10% 
in 2016 but hit 15% in 
2019. The fourth press-
ing issue, housing as at 
2016 was 7% but is now 
pegged on 9% in 2019. 
According to the report, 
corruption depreciated in 
the course of the years as 
it was reportedly pegged 
at 14% in 2016 but re-
duced to 9% in 2019.

Apart from corrup-
tion which is apparently 
the President’s only per-
forming area, statistics 
showed that Nigeria’s 
ailments are not being 
curtailed; rather, there is 
continued rottenness as 
evident in the statistics.

With screaming re-
ports of Boko Haram Kill-
ings, lopsided appoint-
ments, election violence 
and rigging, kidnapping, 
inter tribe war, ailing 
economy, press oppres-
sion, bad leadership, the 

President’s continued 
borrowing, 2019 was ap-
parently another year Ni-
gerians would wish was a 
dream.

We call on Presi-
dent Buhari to remem-
ber his five-point agenda 
promise to Nigerians and 
make conscious, deliber-
ate and sustained efforts 
to deliver on those prom-
ises. The President needs 
to be more pragmatic in 
his lopsided fight against 
corruption. He needs to 
emulate world leaders 
and see citizens’ security 
as his top priority. Also, 
he needs to curb the ex-
cesses of press oppres-
sion, kidnappings, un-
employment, ill hospitals 
etc.

He needs to focus on 
policies that will lift the 
nation out of its oneness 
threatening status and 
build an economy that 
will sustain the nation’s 
skyrocketing population.

2019 was also a re-
markable for Canada as 
the nation had its general 
elections that saw Jus-
tin Trudeau returned as 
the Prime Minister after 
Keenly polls. 

The election saw the 
Bloc Québécois more than 
triple its seat count, win-
ning 32 seats compared 
to the 10 it won in 2015. 
At the same time, people 
in Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan overwhelmingly 
voted for the Conserva-
tives, which is a sign of 
frustration and feelings of 
being neglected by Otta-
wa, according to the Prai-
rie provinces’ premiers in 

letters to Trudeau. The 
election sent a screaming 
message that the Prime 
Minister has a lot to do.

In 2019, the unem-
ployment rate ticked up to 
an over one-year high in 
November while housing 
starts ebbed compared to 
Q3, hinting at softer resi-
dential investment. The 
manufacturing PMI hit a 
nine-month high in No-
vember amid faster out-
put growth. Meanwhile, 
in politics, the USMCA 
deal recently moved clos-
er to coming into force 
after being approved by 
the U.S. House, boding 
well for investment and 
the external sector going 
forward.

With the Canadi-
an dollar strengthening 
against the U.S. dollar 
and more jobs added in 
2019, Canada’s economy 
showed signs of strength. 
But there are crucial is-
sues that the nation 
should be addressing to 
increase its competitive-
ness in the world and 
be in a better shape to 
weather another reces-
sion if the global econo-
my tanks.

We urge the Prime 
Minister to be more prag-
matic and proactive in 
tackling the issues of 
national unity, economy, 
health care, Beijing’s ag-
gression, and foreign pol-
icy menacing against the 
Nation. 

Thank you for your 
support and we wish you 
a happy and prosperous 
2020.
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ADESINA, OTEDOLA, WIZKID, 
OTHERS EMERGE ALM PERSONS 
OF THE YEAR 

69 CANADIANS HELP IN FIGHTING 
AUSTRALIAN WILDFIRES

BUHARI SIGNS 2020 BUDGET

FORMER ABIA GOVERNOR, ORJI KALU SENTENCED TO 12 YEARS IMPRISONMENT

PREMIERS MET OUTSIDE TORONTO TO ADDRESS OTTAWA’S PROBLEMS

ONTARIO TO BENEFIT FROM FEDERAL 
LIBERAL GOVERNMENT’S HOUSING HELP

Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, president of the African Development Bank (right), and 
America’s TV global personality Steve Harvey at the Africa Investment Forum 
in Johannesburg, November 2019. Adesina emerged African of the Year 2019

Photo: AfDB

By Stanley Ugagbe

Following the recent-
ly concluded polls for the 
2019 African Leadership 
Magazine Persons of the 
Year, Nigeria’s Akinwumi 
Adesina and others have 
emerged winners.

According to the 
Magazine’s committee 
which unveiled the win-
ners for different cat-
egories, Egyptian Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
emerged as the African Po-
litical Leader of the Year 
2019, after polling over 
70% of the total votes for 
the Political Leadership 
Category.

The keenly contest-
ed poll, across 7 different 
categories, attracted over 
300,000 entries on the 
website; entries across our 
social media platforms, 
and submissions via email. 
Winners shall be decorated 
and presented with the 
instruments of honour on 
the 28th February 2020 in 
Johannesburg, South Af-
rica, at a colourful ceremo-
ny that will attract a wide 
spectrum of African policy, 
diplomatic and business 
leaders. The winners were 
unveiled by the Publisher 
of the Magazine Mr. Ken 
Giami, at the UK Head Of-
fice of the group, after the 
awards committee work-
ing with the editorial team 
concluded the collation 
of both online and offline 
votes and submissions 
from the over 1 million 
subscribers/followership 
base of the publication.

The full winners are: 
Nigeria’s Akinwumi Ad-
esina African of the Year 
2019 while founder of 
RAMCO Company, Rawya 
Mansour emerged Afri-
can Female Leader of the 
Year 2019. Yusuf Karodia, 
Founder, Regent Business 
School and MANCOSA 
emerged ALM Person of 
the Year 2019-Educational 
Development just as Ash-
ish Thakkar, CEO, Mara 
Phone emerged ALM Per-
son of the Year 2019 - Em-
ployment Generation.

Also, Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi, President of Egypt 
emerged ALM Person of 
the Year 2019 - Political 
Leadership

While Nigeria’s 
Femi Otedola, founder of 
Femi Otedola Foundation 
emerged ALM Person of 
the Year 2019 - Philan-
thropy & Charitable Con-
tributions to Society. An-
other Nigerian, Ayodeji 
Ibrahim Balogun, Wizkid, 
Music Artist emerged ALM 
Young Person of the Year 
2019.

The African Leader-
ship Magazine Persons of 
the Year Awards, which 
has become the leading 
vote-based third-party 
endorsement in the conti-
nent, recorded an upsurge 
of over 45% votes from 
Africans within and the 
Diaspora this year.  The 
annual poll has become a 
referendum of some sort 
by Africans on purposeful 
and impact-oriented lead-
ership in the continent. 

In addition to the 
winners, a special ALM 
Commendation citation 
shall be presented to the 
most distinguished run-
ners up, which includes: 
African of the Year Com-
mendation Award - His 
Majesty King Mohammed 
VI, King of Morocco just 
African Female Leader of 
the Year Commendation 
Award goes to Helen Orit-
sejafor, MD/CEO, Eagle 
Heights Group, Nigeria.

In the same vein, 
ALM Person of the Year 
-Educational Development 
Commendation Award 
goes to Afe Babalola, 
Founder Afe Bablola Uni-
versity Nigeria while ALM 
Person of the Year Em-
ployment Generation Com-
mendation Award goes to 
Abdulsalmad Rabiu, Chief 
Executive Officer, BUA 
Group, Nigeria. 

Also, ALM Person of 
the Year - Political Leader-
ship Commendation Award 
goes to H.E. Sahle-Work 
Zewde, President of Ethio-
pia while ALM Person of 
the Year - Philanthropy & 

Charitable Contributions 
to Society Commenda-
tion Award goes to Patrice 
Motsepe, Motesepe Foun-
dation, South Africa.

Isaya Yunge, Found-
er, SomaApps Technolo-
gies Ltd, Tanzania scoops 
ALM Young Person of 
the Year Commendation 
Award.

Remarking on the 
awards, Mr. Giami, Pub-
lisher of ALM succinctly 
averred that all the nomi-
nees are deserving of the 
crown, considering their 
personal contributions to 
the continent's growth and 
development. 

He said "the nomi-
nees have demonstrated 
great faith in the Africa 
project, and are 'walking 
their talk' in their com-
munities. They all are 
true lovers of Africa, de-
terminedly contributing, 
sometimes amidst very 
difficult circumstances, but 
undoubtedly making their 
communities a better place 
for its people".

The African Leader-
ship Magazine Persons of 
the Year, which is in its 8th 
year, is an annual award 
reserved for distinguished 
Africans, who are consid-
ered to have blazed the trail 
in the year under review. A 
shortlist of nominees is se-
lected from results gathered 
via a Call for nominations, 
traditionally promoted via 
paid online and offline cam-
paigns across the continent, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
The call for nomination 
is the first step in a multi-
phased process, which is 
then followed by the voting 
process and the eventual 
announcements of winners.

Published by African 
Leadership (UK) Limited, a 
company registered in the 
United Kingdom, the Afri-
can Leadership Magazine 
focuses on bringing the 
best of Africa to a global 
audience, telling the Afri-
can story from an African 
perspective; while evolving 
solutions to peculiar chal-
lenges being faced by the 
continent today.

By N.Ugoh

No fewer than 
sixty-nine Ca-

nadians have given 
up their holidays at 
home in a bid to help 
fight the catastrophic  
wildfires which have 
killed some people and 
caused devastating 
conditions in Austra-
lia.

“Ca tas t roph i c” 
is the highest degree 
of fire danger rank-
ing from the Bureau 
of Meteorology. It in-
cludes high tempera-
tures, low humidity 
and strong winds that 
endanger homes and 
lives.

The Canadian In-
teragency Forest Fire 
Centre got an official 
request for assistance 
from New South Wales 
state of Australia and 
revealed that 21 high-
ly tutored staff from 
various agencies left 
Canada on December 
3 for a 38-day deploy-
ment in the fire zone. 
The second set of 30 
Canadians left for a 
38-day deployment on 
December 19 while the 
third set of 18 more 
Canadians left on De-
cember 30 for around 
one month.

Canada has asked 
for Australian fire-
fighter’s services four 

times since 2015, and 
according to Kim Con-
nors, the Executive 
Director of the Winni-
peg-based CIFFC, the 
“agreements are recip-
rocal in nature, so it 
was the first time that 
Australia has needed 
help from Canada.”

Crews that un-
dergo training to assist 
with different tasks in 
command, planning, 
aviation, logistics and 
operations are from 
Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Ontario, 
Quebec, Alberta, Man-
itoba, Saskatchewan, 
British Columbia, and 
Yukon.

By N.Ugoh

As from next sum-
mer, there will be 

inflow of money in 
Ontairo via the first 
of 13 funding agree-
ments for low income 
households new rent 
supplement as mo-
dalities are in place 
to ensure rents do 
not increase and the 
cash  aters for housing 
costs.

The joint funding 
deal of $1.46 billion 
with Ontario that was 
recently announced 
will help the province 
in rolling out the Can-
ada Housing Benefit 
next spring in a bid 
to expand the exist-
ing programme of the 
province.

One good thing 
about the benefit is it 
will be tied to an in-
dividual. This means 
that a tenant will not 
forfeit the supplement 

in case of movement. 
By implication, the 
tenant can deploy it 
to paying rent in a pri-
vate unit, instead of 
waiting for the open-
ing up of a spot in so-
cial housing. 

The money will go 
to households who are 
already on the wait-
ing list, have joined or 
are eligible to join so-
cial housing and those 
that are already living 
in community housing 
under the expextation 
that they will move 
into the private mar-
ket and get subsidized 
units opened up for 
families in dire need.

In year one, On-
tario government 
wants spending on the 
benefit to be capped at 
$40 million and on the 
average offer $6,900 
or $575 a month to 
5,200 households 
from April 2020 to 
March 2021.

Federal spend-
ing estimates will peg 
the average subsidy at 
$3,000 per year, but 
Parliament’s spending 
supervisors have hint-
ed that the amount 
can not help house-
holds that are finan-
cially stretched. 

Spending on ben-
efit will increase in 
the following years, 
though the details and 
the annual number of 
households that will 
be helped will not be 
publicised until On-
tario finalises benefit 
plan.

In relation to this 
development, the 
Housing Minister of 
Ontario, Steve Clark 
said landlords will not 
know the person that 
will get the money in 
a bid to prevent them 
from promoting an 
unwanted side effect 
that have been fore-
casted by some critics.

By Stanley Ugagbe

President Muhammadu 
Buhari on December 17 

signed the 2020 Appropria-
tion Bill into law. The Na-
tional Assembly had passed 
the N10.59 trillion budget 
on December 5.

The budget, accord-
ing to the News Agency 
of Nigeria was increased 
from N10.33 trillion to 
N10.594billion by the Na-
tional Assembly.

Also, NAN observed 
that N560.47 billion of the 
total budget is for statutory 
transfers while N2.7 trillion 
is for debt service.

Other breakdown 
of the budget include 
N 4 , 8 4 2 , 9 7 4 , 6 0 0 , 6 4 0 
for Recurrent Expendi-
ture; Capital expenditure – 
N2,465,418,006,955; Fis-
cal Deficit – N2.28 trillion 
and Deficit/GDP N1.52 per 
cent.

The budget as passed 
by the National Assembly 
also maintained Nigeria’s 
daily oil production rate at 
2.18 million per barrel, but 
increased the Oil Bench-
mark Price to $57 per barrel 
against the 55 dollars pro-
posed by the Executive.

The signed 2020 bud-
get also retained inflation 
rate at 10.81 per cent and 
the exchange rate at N305 
to a dollars as proposed by 
the executive.

The President, deliver-
ing his speech at the sign-

ing of the budget said “it is 
my pleasant duty, today, on 
my 77th birthday, to sign 
the 2020 Appropriation Bill 
into law. I thank the Na-
tional Assembly, in particu-
lar, the Senate President, 
the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and in-
deed all the Distinguished 
and Honourable Leaders, 
and Members, for passing 
the 2020 Appropriation Bill, 
expeditiously”.

“You will recall, that I 
laid the 2020 Appropriation 
Bill before the Joint Session 
of the National Assembly on 
8th October, 2019 and for-
warded the 2019 Finance 
Bill shortly thereafter”.

“I am very pleased 
that the National Assem-
bly worked uncommonly 
long hours in the interest of 
our people and the national 
economy to ensure detailed 
legislative review and pas-
sage of the Budget within 
two months.

“This patriotic zeal ad-
opted by the Ninth National 
Assembly has restored our 
budget cycle to a predict-
able January to December 
fiscal year.

The President con-
tinued that “we look for-
ward to receiving this Bill, 
shortly, for Presidential As-
sent. Once passed into law, 
the Finance Bill will support 
the funding and implemen-
tation of the 2020 Budget. 
We shall sustain this tradi-
tion by ensuring that sub-

sequent budgets are also 
accompanied by a Finance 
Bill”.

In his scintillating 
speech, Buhari averred that 
“Now, we are well posi-
tioned to effectively imple-
ment the budget and deliver 
our promises to Nigerians. 
Businesses will also benefit 
as they are now in a posi-
tion to plan more effective-
ly”.

“We have to sustain 
this harmonious working 
relationship. I expect that, 
going forward, this will be 
the norm”.

He went further to 
pledge that “I will work 
with the Ninth National As-
sembly to give effect to the 
constitutional, legislative 
and other actions that may 
be necessary to address 
the various challenges cur-
rently associated with our 
federal budgeting process, 
including the enactment of 
an Organic Budget Bill”.

The President noted 
that “The 2020 Budget 
passed by the National 
Assembly provides for ag-
gregate expenditures of 
Ten-point-Five-Nine-Four 
Trillion Naira (N10.594 tril-
lion), an increase of Two 
Hundred and Sixty-Three-
point-Nine-Five Billion Nai-
ra (N263.95 billion) over 
the Executive’s Proposal 
that was submitted in Octo-
ber 2019. We have exam-
ined the adjustments and 
may revert to the National 

Assembly with a request for 
a Virement or other relevant 
amendments”.

Buhari stated that 
“With today’s global oil 
market outlook and our 
strategic approach to rev-
enue growth, we are opti-

mistic that we will be able to 
finance the 2020 Budget”.

While noting that 
“being a deficit budget, an 
appropriate 2020 – 2022 
Borrowing Plan will be for-
warded to the National As-
sembly, in due course,” Bu-

hari stated that “To optimize 
the desired impact, I have 
directed the Ministry of Fi-
nance, Budget and National 
Planning and all Federal 
MDAs to ensure effective 
implementation of the 2020 
Budget”.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Former Governor of Abia 
State, Orji Kalu is cur-

rently cooling off in cell 
after a Federal High Court 
in Lagos convicted him of 
N7.1bn and sentenced him 
to 12 years’ imprisonment.

The judgment, deliv-
ered by Justice Mohammed 
Idris, came 12 years after 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission filed 
fraud charges against Kalu 
in 2007.

The former governor 
who is currently a serving 
senator convicted along-
side his firm, Slok Nigeria 
Limited, and Jones Udeogu, 
who served under him as 

the Director of Finance 
and Account at the Abia 
State Government House in 
Umuahia.

According to the judg-
ment, Udeogu was sen-
tenced to 10 years’ impris-
onment while the judge 
ordered the winding up of 
Slok Nigeria Limited, hold-
ing that his assets and 
properties be forfeited to 
government.

Out of the 39 counts 
filed against the trio, the 
judge convicted Kalu of the 
entire 28 counts in which 
his name featured. On each 
of counts 1-11 and 39, he 
was sentenced to five years’ 
imprisonment; on each of 
counts 23-33, he was sen-

tenced to three years’ im-
prisonment; and on each 
of counts 34-38, he was 
sentenced to 12 years’ im-
prisonment.

The sentences accord-
ing to Justice Idris shall run 
concurrently, meaning that 
Kalu will spend 12 years in 
jail.

Justice Idris found 
Udeogu guilty of 11 out of 
the 16 counts in which his 
name featured. He was pro-
nounced not guilty on five 
counts. On each of counts 
23-25 and 27-32, Udeogu 
was sentenced to three 
years’ imprisonment. On 
each of counts 34-38, he 
was sentenced to 10 years; 
while the judge gave him 

five years on count 39.
The judge stated that 

the sentences would run 
concurrently, meaning that 
Udeogu will spend 10 years 
in jail.

Deciding that fate of 
Slok Nigeria Limited, Justice 
Idris pronounced, “An or-
der is hereby made that the 
third convict shall without 
further assurances but from 
this order be wound up and 
all the assets and properties 
forfeited.”

While pronouncing 
the convicts guilty, Justice 
Idris succinctly averred that 
the EFCC proved its case 
beyond reasonable doubt, 
saying, “I, sincerely, cannot 
find my way clear in finding 

these defendants not guilty 
of the offences charged.”

“No gaps were left un-
filled. This is the acceptable 
standard.”

Justice Idris stated that 
“I hold the view that the 
prosecution has established 
its case against the defen-
dants; it did not fall short 
of the standard required by 
law in money laundering 

offences. It is clear upon 
the facts before this court 
that the prosecution had 
this case conclusively in-
vestigated before opting to 
bring this charge against 
the defendants. In other 
words, the prosecution did 
an in-depth and conclusive 
investigation.

“In totality, I, sincere-
ly, cannot find my way clear 
in finding these defendants 
not guilty of the offences 
charged. Having reviewed 
all that has been provided 
by the prosecution in terms 
of oral and documentary 
evidence, I am inclined to 
resolve the singular issue 
for determination in favour 
of the prosecution herein.”

Orji Kalu

By Dele Akintilo

The provincial and terri-
torial leaders in Canada 

have agreed to task the 
federal government on bet-
ter health-care funding but 
majority of  these leaders 
showed hesitation concern-
ing a national pharmacare 
program.

Also, premiers 
emerged from a meeting in 
Mississauga, Ontario and 
they have called Ottawa to 

fortify program that offers 
financial help for govern-
ments of provinces that are 
not buoyant.

The first set of min-
isters agreed at a consen-
sus on four key areas of 
economic competitiveness, 
the Fiscal Stabilization Pro-
gram, infrastructure fund-
ing, health-care and north-
ern priorities.

They agreed to dis-
cuss these economic issues 
with Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau during the first 
joint meeting with him ear-
ly this year.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter’s spokesman  Chrystia 
Freeland said she is “open 
and keen” to discuss these 
issues.

The premiers repeated 
their demand for 5.2 per 
cent increase in federal gov-
ernment’s annual health-
care transfer payments 
but requested that federal 
transfers should come with 

opt-outs “with full financial 
compensation.”

Many premiers made 
it known that the right time 
for a national pharmacare 
program may not be now 
as fund is needed to tackle 
hospital overcrowding and 
increasing wait times.

The Premier of Mani-
toba, Brian Pallister said: 
“If you can’t sustain health 
care, all the multitude of 
services that we offer ef-
fectively, then you will 

have lineups grow, as 
they have grown over the 
last number of years right 
across the country in every 
category. If you can’t get 
that right, don’t start with 
another program.... Don’t 
start broadening health care 
when you can’t get it right 
now.”

The Premier of British 
Columbia, John Horgan said 
a lot of provinces have sig-
nificant pharmacare plans 
in place, so priority should 

be placed on “more equita-
ble distribution of resources 
to deliver health care.” 

On the other hand, the 
Premier of Newfoundland 
and Labrador Dwight Ball, 
who is an ardent supporter 
of national pharmacare said 
that diseases are becoming 
more complicated and drugs 
are getting more expensive 
in old provinces like his 
province.

continued on p(42)

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy 2020.
Thank you for 
your support.
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FG SUSPENDS POPULAR IMMIGRATION 
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

AFRICA’S RICHEST MAN, DANGOTE 
APPRECIATES BY $4.3 IN 2019

BEKO RANSOME-KUTI’S WIFE DIES AT 74
GOODBYE

NIGERIA TO GRANT VISA FOR ALL 
AFRICANS ON ARRIVAL

THOSE UNPAID PARKING TICKETS AND 
YOUR CREDIT SCORE

GIFTS FOR EVERY 
MILLENNIAL ON 
YOUR LIST

TRUDEAU ASKS U.S. TO STALL FINAL TRADE DEAL 
WITH CHINA UNTIL CANADIANS ARE FREED

F I N A N C E                       

By Ajay Oberoi

A variety of factors are 
in a position to cre-

ate a negative impact on 
your credit score. Hence, 
it is important for you to 
have a clear understand-
ing about those factors. 
Then you can work ac-
cordingly and make sure 
that you effectively stay 
away from all the factors 
that can negatively impact 
your credit. This is where 
you need to pay special 
attention towards the un-
paid parking tickets. 

Most of us believe 
that unpaid parking tickets 
are not a big deal. That’s 
because you are just get-
ting fines of around $20 
and $50. You tend to ig-
nore these parking tickets 
and you eventually for-
get them. However, they 
are in a position to cre-
ate a negative impact on 
your credit score as well. 
That’s because a parking 
ticket is an obligation that 
you owe. You need to go 
ahead and make a pay-
ment for the parking ticket 
in a timely manner. Oth-
erwise, you cannot refrain 
from getting some nega-
tive points on your overall 
credit score. 

You have a clear un-
derstanding about the im-
portance of maintaining 
your credit score. If the 
credit score is not good, 
you will not be able to ob-
tain a loan to purchase a 
new home or a new car. 
You never want an un-
paid parking ticket to keep 
you away from achieving 
some of the biggest goals 
such as getting a car or 
a house. Therefore, you 
need to make it a habit to 
pay your parking tickets in 
a timely manner. This can 
provide you with peace of 
mind at the end of the day 
as well.

Parking tickets are 
similar to other forms of 
debt. That’s the main rea-
son why it has the ability 
to create a negative impact 
on your credit score. When 
you take a look at the met-
rics that contribute to your 
credit score, you will figure 
out that outstanding debt 
is responsible for 30% of 
the overall credit score. 
On the other hand, 35% of 
your credit score is made 
out from the payment his-
tory. In case if you have 
any unpaid parking tick-
ets, you will have to expe-
rience some massive black 
marks in the credit score. 

Hence, the conditions can 
get worse than you think. 
Therefore, you should 
never refrain from paying 
your parking tickets.

Your credit score is in 
a position to create a major 
impact on many different 
areas of your life. There-
fore, you shouldn’t allow 
a parking ticket to create 
a massive blow in your 
life. You don’t have to do 
anything extraordinary to 
overcome this hassle. All 
you have to do is to make 

the payments for park-
ing tickets that you get in 
a timely manner. On the 
other hand, you can think 
about learning the road 
rules and following them 
accordingly, so that you 
can refrain from getting 
parking tickets. Likewise, 
you should take a look at 
all the other small factors, 
which can eventually hurt 
your credit score. . In case 
of you have credit or debt 
issues visit www.gtacredit.
com or call 416 650 1100

By N.Ugoh

Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin 

Trudeau said  he has 
requested United 
States to stall on any 
final trade agreement 
with China till the two 
Canadians detained 
in China are released.

Former diplomat 
Michael Kovrig and 
businessman Michael 
Spavor were detained 
in Beijing since last 
December in a bid to 
put pressure on Cana-
da to free Meng Wan-
zhou, Huawei’s top 

executive.
During a recent 

interview with the 
F r e n c h - l a n g u a g e 
TV network TVA, 
Trudeau revealed 
Canada has contacted 
the Trump adminis-
tration and asked the 
administration to le-
verage on the ongo-
ing trade talks with 
China in getting the 
release of the two Ca-
nadians.

In translated re-
marks, Trudeau said: 
“We’ve said that the 
United States should 
not sign a final and 

complete agreement 
with China that does 
not settle the ques-
tion of Meng Wan-
zhou and the two Ca-
nadians.”

No evidence 
whatsoever has been 
provided in the cases 
involving Kovrig and 
Spavor and they have 
been denied access to 
family members and 
lawyers since their 
detention in China.

Meng on the oth-
er hand is accused of 
lying to banks about 
Huawei’s dealing 
with Iran in violation 

of US trade sanctions. 
However, she is out 
on bail in Vancouver 
and she currently re-
sides in her mansion 
while she awaits ex-
tradition proceedings.

Meng’s detention 
has affected Beijing’s 
relations with Otta-
wa.

China has can-
celled importation of 
Canadian products 
like canola and the 
country as a result of 
Meng’s detention re-
sentenced a convicted 
Canadian drug smug-
gler to death.

(NC) It’s hard 
to beat the surge of 
happiness that arises 
when finding a truly 
ideal gift you know 
your recipient will 
love. So in the inter-
est of spreading that 
good feeling far and 
wide, we’ve short-
listed five of our fa-
vourite millennial-
specific gifts they’re 
all but guaranteed to 
love, including vi-
tamin C serum, an 
ultra-modern smart 
helmet and a gift cat-
alogue that’s chang-
ing lives ar ound the 
world.

Sloth Hanging 
Planter, $22 at ur-
banoutfitters.com

With room for 
two or three of their 
favourite succulents 
(or one small plant), 
this adorable sloth-
shaped planter with 
etched detailing will 
make a perfect ad-
dition to any mod-
ern décor scheme. 
Its adjustable twine 
rope makes hanging 
height completely 
customizable, too.

Dermadoctor Ka-
kadu C 20% Vitamin 
C Serum with Feru-
lic Acid & Vitamin 
E, $131.30 at skin-
store.com

Regardless of 
where your recipient 
is in the aging game, 
a little skin help from 
one of dermatology’s 
best brands can’t 
hurt. Containing 55 
times the vitamin C 
of Florida oranges, 
this potent and light-
weight antioxidant 

helps protect skin 
from environmental 
effects by fighting 
free radical damage; 
brightening and leav-
ing skin feeling more 
elastic, smoother and 
softer; and improv-
ing the appearance of 
fine lines and wrin-
kles.

Lumos Bike Hel-
met, $249.95 at ap-
ple.ca

Featuring inte-
grated lights, a wa-
terproof finish and a 
wireless handlebar 
remote, this cohesive 
(and comfortable) 
smart helmet is brim-
ming with gadgetry. 
With an array of LED 
lights – there are 10 
white lights on the 
front, 38 red lights 
on the back, and 11 
amber lights for each 
turn signal -- bik-
ers are not only very 
visible while riding, 
thanks to its small 
Bluetooth handlebar 
unit, riders can tap 
corresponding but-
tons to activate turn 
signals. Even cooler: 
Apple Watch users 
can use the Lumos 
app to benefit from 
its gesture-recogni-
tion capabilities.

Wellness Weight-
ed Blanket, $199 at 
chapters.indigo.ca

In a nutshell, this 
is the blanket every 
millennial needs in 
their life. A whop-
ping 25 pounds of 
soothing comfort, it 
features a luxurious 
grey velvet cover 
with seed-stitched 
quilting, delivers 

balanced pressure 
from evenly distrib-
uted glass beads. The 
blanket promotes 
deeper sleep and “en-
courages the feeling 
of reduced anxiety,” 
according to its man-
ufacturer.

World Vision Gift 
Catalogue “Multipli-
ers” Gift Card, $30+ 
at worldvision.ca

More than any 
other generation, 
millennials are driven 
to give. With mean-
ingful programs like 

medicine for children, 
emergency food, wa-
ter filters, education 
funds, sports equip-
ment and myriad 
others, recipients of 
World Vision’s Mul-
tipliers gift cards can 
select the initiative 

they feel most pas-
sionate about, send 
donations made in 
their name to pool 
with contributions 
from others, and feel 
great, knowing their 
gift will truly change 
a life.

Ajay Oberoi

By D.Forrester

In its bid to allow the 
Department sufficient 

time to complete the de-
velopment of a new ap-
plication intake manage-
ment process, the federal 
government has paused 
the popular immigra-
tion program that allows 
people to sponsor their 
parents or grandparents 
to come to Canada.

Recall that the norm 
is that the parents and 
grandparents program 
opens for applications 
once a year, and often in 
January.

But Marco Mendici-
no, Immigration Minister 
has announced that the 
application process for 
2020 is being postponed.

In a set of instruc-
tions issued on Dec. 20, 
the Minister said “These 
instructions will allow 
the Department sufficient 
time to complete the de-
velopment of a new ap-

plication intake man-
agement process for the 
parents and grandpar-
ents’ sponsorship pro-
gram, to be implemented 
in 2020”. 

Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that the 
application process for 
the popular program has 
been reworked several 
times in recent years af-
ter criticism and prob-
lems with the system.

It would be recalled 
that applications used to 
be accepted on a first-
come, first-serve basis 
in person, but that sys-
tem was scrapped after 
people effectively bought 
their way to the front of 
the line by hiring couri-
ers to ensure their forms 
were at the top of the 
pile.

Following the de-
velopment, the ruling 
Liberals then moved to 
a lottery system, which 
was criticized for being 
too random, and then an 

online program that in 
2019 saw all the spots 
snapped up within min-
utes.

Afterwards, the Lib-
eral government prom-
ised to review the system 
yet again, but a decision 
on what would happen 
for the 2020 program 
was delayed by the fed-
eral election.

However, reports 
have it that the program 
will reopen at some point 
next year, according to 
Mendicino’s directives.

“The Minister in-
tends to issue further In-
structions relating to the 
intake management pro-
cess for the parents and 
grandparents’ program 
by April 1, 2020, at the 
latest.”

The program which 
currently takes about 
two years to process an 
application, admits about 
20,000 people annu-
ally under the parent and 
grandparent category.

By D.Forrester

President Muham-
madu Buhari 

of Nigeria has an-
nounced that as from 
January 2020, Nige-
ria will start issuing 
visas on arrival for 
all African passport 
holders.

Buhari’s an-
nouncement con-
firmed an earlier tweet 
by Somalia’s Foreign 
Affairs Minister.

A m b a s s a d o r 
Ahmed Awad’s tweet 
reads: “I wish to pro-
foundly commend 
President Muhamma-

du Buhari of Nigeria 
who just announced 
at the Aswan Forum 
complete visa exemp-
tion for all Africans.

“Starting January 
2020 Africans will be 
able to arrive in Ni-
geria without visas. 
It’s such an exempla-
ry decision. Thanks 
your Excellency.”

Not long after 
Awad tweeted, Buhari 
tweeted the decision 
ans stressed that the 
decision was in line 
with Nigeria’s com-
mitment “to support-
ing the free move-
ment of Africans 

within Africa.”
The West African 

bloc, Economic Com-
munity of West Afri-
can States, ECOWAS, 
which Nigeria is a 
member guarantees 
visa-free entry of 
citizens across the 
16-member coun-
tries.

Analysts say this 
development means 
that visitors won’t 
have to fill out paper-
work before they ar-
rive. They can travel 
down and obtain vi-
sas upon arrival at 
any entry point in Ni-
geria.

By D.Forrester 

Africa’s richest 
man, Aliko Dan-

gote appreciated by 
$4.3 billion in 2019 as 
his wealth continued 
to grow on the back 
of investments in ce-
ment, sugar, flour and 
other products.

According to the 
Bloomberg Billionaires 
Index, Dangote who 
remains the richest 
man in Africa for the 
eighth year running, 
ended the decade with 
a net worth of almost 
$15 billion, emerging 
the 96th richest man 
in the world. 

The 62-year-old 
who was recently 
named as the sixth 
most charitable man in 
the world by Richto-
pia, a digital periodical 
that covers business, 
economics and finan-
cial news, based in the 
United Kingdom, was 
born into a wealthy 
Muslim family of trad-
ers in the north. 

The business mo-
gul incorporated his 
own business selling 
cement at 21. He shift-
ed to manufacturing 
the building material 

in the 1990s, helped 
by government poli-
cies that encouraged 
ways to reduce the 
need for imports. 

His conglomer-
ate, Dangote Indus-
tries, includes the big-
gest cement company 
on the continent, the 
Lagos-listed Dangote 
Cement Plc. That’s one 
of four publicly traded 
companies under the 
Dangote umbrella that 
account for more than 
a fifth of the value of 
the Nigerian stock ex-
change.

Forecasts suggest 
that year 2020 could 
be more significant for 
the billionaire, who 
is close to complet-
ing one of the world’s 
largest oil refineries in 
Nigeria. Official docu-
ments reveal that the 
plant has the capacity 
to meet more than Ni-
geria’s entire fuel con-
sumption and could 

transform an economy 
that currently imports 
all its refined product 
needs. Dangote is also 
constructing a fertilizer 
factory on the same 
site.

On Bloomberg’s 
ranking, Jeff Bezos re-
mains the richest in the 
world with $115 bil-
lion in his kitty, while 
Bill Gates and Bernard 
Arnault followed as 
second and third re-
spectively with $11.3 
billion and $105 bil-
lion.

Bloomberg is a 
global information 
and technology com-
pany that connects 
decision makers to a 
dynamic network of 
data, people and ideas, 
“accurately delivering 
business and financial 
information, news and 
insights to customers 
around the world.”

Bloomberg L.P. 
provides financial soft-
ware tools such as an 
analytics and equity 
trading platform, data 
services and news to 
financial companies 
and organizations 
through the Bloom-
berg Terminal.

Aliko Dangote

By N.Ugoh

Nigerians were re-
cently greeted 

with cold hands as 
Bose, wife of the late 
human rights activist, 
Beko Ransome-Kuti, 
has been confirmed 
dead at the age of 74 
years.

According to re-
ports, Bose was said 
to have died of com-
plications from brain 
surgery in Lagos at 
Gloria Medical Centre, 
Anthony Village, La-
gos.

Yeni Kuti, a fam-
ily member of the 
deceased confirmed 
Bose’s death.

According to 
Women Arise Leader, 
Dr Joe Okei-Oduma-
kin, Bose died as a 
result of difficulty in 

breathing.
In a statement, 

Okei-Odumakin said 
“It is with pain in 
the heart that we an-
nounce the transition 
to higher glory of Mrs 
Abosede Ransome-
Kuti, the widow of Dr 
Beko Ransome-Kuti.

“The deceased, 
who breathed her last 
at 7:25 pm on Tues-
day, December 3, 
would have turned 75 
by January 7, 2020.

“She died at Glo-
ria Medical Centre, 

Anthony Village, after 
she was rushed from 
her Imaria Street, An-
thony Village resi-
dence due to difficulty 
in breathing.

“She was recov-
ering well from brain 
surgery as the time of 
her demise.

“She was a Board 
Member of Women 
Arise of whom we are 
proud; she is survived 
by sisters, children 
and grandchildren”.

Until her death, 
she was the Chief 
Executive Officer of 
Boselli Ventures Lim-
ited, Anthony area of 
Lagos.

The deceased at-
tended Yejide Girls 
Grammar School, 
Ibadan, Oyo State 
and Pitmans College, 
London.

Beko Ransome
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With This Ring

SHOULD YOU CONFIDE IN YOUR EX? PASSION SUPREME COURT RULES AGAINST U.S. SUPER 
BOWLS ADS IN CANADIAN BROADCASTS

NAME CHANGES — 
PASSPORTS AND 
TRAVEL DOCUMENTS

3 TEENAGERS BAGGED 2 YEARS OF PROBATION 
FOR ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE SEX ASSAULTS

By Pastor Taiwo Odubiyi

With this ring con-
tinued 

 In Pastor Femi’s 
office, she told him, 
“Pastor, I’d like to step 
down as the Singles’ 
Coordinator.”

He definitely 
wasn’t happy to hear 
that. Surprised, he 
said, “Step down? 
Why would you want 
to do that?”

 Ibie shook her 
head. “Nothing. I just 
want to step down for 
a while.”

 “The Singles Fel-
lowship is about God’s 
work, you can’t aban-
don it.” He pointed 
out. 

“I’m not aban-
doning it. I just need 
some time off to put 
my house in order. I 
will still be in church.” 
As she talked, her bot-
tom lip quivered.

“You can’t do 
that. You shouldn’t do 
it. Don’t yield or listen 
to Satan’s suggestion.”

Of course, she 
knew he was right. But 
how could she con-
tinue to preach to the 
Singles? “Pastor, what 
do I have to tell them 
when my own daugh-
ter is pregnant? What 
do I have to preach to 
them? They may not 
even want to listen to 
me again anyway.” 
She looked at him with 
pleading eyes. 

 “I quite under-
stand your feelings, 
Pastor Ibie. But you 
know God doesn’t 
work that way, don’t 
you?” 

“I know but -”
“There’s no but. 

Don’t try to reason 
things out and don’t 
listen to your flesh 
or the suggestions of 
Satan. Do what you 
are supposed to do, 
be where you’re sup-
posed to be, and let 
God do what only He 
can do. He will take 
care of the rest.”

 She pressed her 
lips together for some 
seconds before she 
spoke again. “About 
her suspension, I 
know that her HOD 

will announce it in her 
department. But for 
the Singles, who will 
announce it?” 

“Anyone can. The 
purpose of the suspen-
sion is not to condemn 
but correct the person 
and the act. I can an-
nounce it if I have to. 
The essence of disci-
pline is to disciple. We 
will mention it and go 
on to other issues of 
the day.”  

She took a deep 
breath. “People will 
talk about us.”

“Yes, I can’t prom-
ise you that it won’t 
happen. Some people 
will talk and point 
fingers but you have 
to keep your eyes on 
God. I can assure you 
that after a while the 
side-talks will stop. 
Are you willing to do 
it, to put your trust in 
God?” 

She didn’t talk 
immediately as she 
fought to control her 
tears. They eventually 
slipped out.

He gave her tissue 
paper and asked, “Are 
you willing to stand in 
your place of calling?”

 She nodded. “Yes, 
but -”

He stopped her. 
“There is no but, and 
you know that.” He 
suddenly laughed 
and said, “You also 
know that God is not 
through with you yet, 
don’t you?” 

Now, she began to 
weep and she put her 
head on her hands on 
the table.

He began to 
speak in tongues as 
he checked his spirit 
to know what else to 
say to her. He also 
wondered why some 
people talked about 
leaving a church or 
stepping down from 
their duties when fac-
ing a challenge. He 
would have to teach 
the congregation 
about how to handle 
the challenges of life. 

He encouraged 
her some more.  

When she had 
calmed down, she 
cleaned her face.

He said, “I’d like 

to pray with you. Er, 
I’d like to know … do 
you plan to get mar-
ried if you meet the 
right man … I mean … 
I don’t know, are you 
in a relationship?” 

She shook her 
head. “Er, there’s no 
one.”

 “Okay, let’s pray.” 
He said. 

When he finished 
praying for her, she 
left and went inside 
the church hall. The 
service had not started 
so she sat alone in a 
corner to pray.  

Just then, she re-
ceived a text message 
from the printer, re-
minding her of the bal-
ance of his money. 

“Oh, I’ve forgot-
ten about it complete-
ly,” she said under her 
breath. She immedi-
ately sent a reply to 
him.

It completely 
skipped my mind. Will 
get it transferred into 
yr account this eve-
ning when I get home.

When she got 
home at eight-fifty 
five, Grace was in her 
room sleeping.  

Ibie sat down with 
her laptop on a table in 
front of her and soon, 
she had transferred 
money to the printer. 
Then she called her 
brother and told him 
about Grace and the 
meeting with Albert. 

“I will be there.” 
He promised. “Have 
you told Mother?”

“I haven’t. I 
haven’t talked to her 
since Saturday.”

When Grace came 
out of her room, Ibie 
told her that she had 
informed Lizzy and 
her brother about the 
meeting.

continued on p(23)

Pastor Taiwo 
Odubiyi

By Jide Animashaun and 
Chinwe Annie Amaechi

NOT A BAD IDEA
Most often, people 

will tell you that an ex 
can never be the close 
friend that you really 
need, and believe it or 
not, they may be right. 
But as often as you see 
sand by the sea shore, 
you may be lucky too 
in seeing a rough dia-
mond in the sand.

The same goes for 
finding true friendship 
and close confidantes 
in your ex. Everyone 
needs a confidante; 
someone who you can 
share innermost fears 
and secrets with.

This person will 
be someone who as 
a friend will be fear-
less of telling you the 
truth. The person will 
also be someone who 
has nothing to gain 
while being your friend 
apart from the fact that 
you are friends and all 
what that entails.

The question of 
friendship after dat-
ing has always been 
something that has 
baffled a lot of people 
who have ever been 
involved romantically 
with members of the 
opposite sex. ‘Why 
should I even be your 
friend after dating’, 
is one question most 
people who ended ro-
mantic relationships 
have had to ask them-
selves.

The chemistry 
may be gone, but if 
you and your friend are 
sincere and matured 
about the way the re-
lationship ended, then 
there really is nothing 
wrong in your ex be-
ing your confidante. A 
deep meaningful and 
matured relationship, 
even if it ended with-
out wedding bells, will 

definitely still carry the 
embers of friendship 
upon which a new re-
lationship can be built.

A relationship 
based more on mutual 
respect and trust for 
each other. Your ex is 
someone who’s been 
around for quite some 
time and is a person 
who has had a taste for 
the real person beyond 
the façade we all show 
to the world. Your ex 
is probably the only 
person you really can’t 
impress again because 
all what and who you 
are, is already known 
to the person.

Not all exes are 
reliable I know and 
I’m not saying that all 
exes should end up be-
ing confidantes. Some 
exes are actually slime 
balls and you are bet-
ter off without them in 
your life.

Most times, when 
you have just broken 
up with someone, 
emotions come into 
play and it muddles up 
most of the important 
signs that will help you 
in immediately getting 
over the relationship. 
What we mostly forget 
is that there is a future 
after the relationship 
may have ended. Both 
of you may go your 
separate ways, but 
you’ve shared some-
thing which will forev-
er remind you of each 
other.

I’m not saying 
that you should imme-
diately turn a freshly 
ended relationship 
into one in which the 
current ex will auto-
matically become a 
confidante. That may 
seriously be counter-
productive.

Deciding whether 
to be friends is actu-
ally what you should 

be asking yourself or 
if it’s even in the best 
interest for you and 
your ex. If one of you 
is not ready for that 
kind of friendship af-
ter time has healed the 
wounds, don’t force it. 
It is a sure fire way to 
disaster. I’ve had exes 
who as confidantes 
have really impacted a 
lot in my life.

One or two are 
even people that I’ve 
grown so close to now, 
even with both of us 
having moved on to 
the extent of being 
married to someone 
else, that we have got-
ten to a level whereby 
we share things that 
we would normally 
not have shared when 
we were dating.

The importance 
of what we share 
now cannot be over-
emphasized. These 
friends have even 
helped my marriage 
to grow through very 
helpful pieces of advice 
that they have given 
me on issues relat-
ing to the female folk. 
Personally, I do not 
see anything wrong 
in your ex becoming 
your confidante.

What really mat-
ters is that both of you 
know the kind of rela-
tionship you are shar-
ing. The problem is 
that if one of you has 
not gotten over the 
relationship you both 
once shared, revealing 
close guided secrets 
to the person may be 
foolish on your part.

If you both know 
where you stand up-
front with each other, 
it will be easy to have 
a meaningful relation-
ship devoid of the sex-
ual undertones of dat-
ing you once shared.
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By Dele Akintilo

The Supreme Court 
of Canada has 

ruled in a 7-2 deci-
sion that Canada’s 
broadcast regula-
tor went beyond its 
mandate by lifting a 
rule that banned Ca-
nadian TV watchers 
from viewing United 
States ads during the 
Super Bowl. The order 
was effected in 2017 
and it allowed football 
fans to view U.S. ads 
while watching the 
matches.

The Canadian 
NFL and the NFL 
broadcast rights hold-
ers, BCE Inc., ap-
pealed the decision 
via the courts and 
recently, the Supreme 
Court ruled in their fa-
vor.

In general terms, 
Canada authorizes 
“simultaneous sub-
stitution” on over-
the-air channels, 
requiring Canadian 
cable-TV and satellite-
TV organizations to 

circulate a local signal 
rather than a U.S. sig-
nal when two stations 
transmit the same 
program simultane-
ously. The rule, which 
channels advertising 
revenue to networks 
owned by Canadians 
means viewers get to 
watch the U.S. show 
but will see Canadian 
commercials whether 
they select a Cana-
dian or American sta-
tion.

Typically, the 
practice is a nonis-
sue— but the Super 
Bowl is an exception. 
Viewers tabled their 
complaints for years 
about how they are 
missing out on the 
U.S. ads but they 
were instead shown 
Canadian commer-
cials. However in 
2015, the Canadian 
Radio-television and 
Telecommunications 
Commission(CRTC) 
made it known it 
would ban same time 
substitution for the 
Super Bowl. The com-

mission argued that 
consumers demanded 
it and that the ads 
constituted part of the 
yearly football spec-
tacle.

The NFL pos-
sesses the copyright 
for the Super Bowl’s 
television produc-
tion and in 2013, 
the NFL granted BCE 
the exclusive right to 
televise the game in 
Canada on the com-
pany’s CTV network. 
The BCE and NFL 
lawyers argued that 
the broadcast regu-
lator didn’t have the 
jurisdiction to force 
conditions on individ-
ual programs like the 
Super Bowl. Accord-
ing to the judgement 
of the Supreme Court, 
the NFL in legal fil-
ings categorized the 
regulator’s interpreta-
tion of broadcasting 
law “as the arroga-
tion of an ‘Orwellian 
power.’”

The seven Cana-
dian justices ruled that 
the CRTC went too far. 

According to the jus-
tices, Canada’s rules 
governing broadcast-
ing do “not empower 
the CRTC to impose 
terms and conditions 
on the distribution of 
programming servic-
es generally. Accord-
ingly, because the or-
der does not actually 
mandate that televi-
sion service providers 
distribute a channel 
that broadcasts the 
Super Bowl, but in-
stead simply imposes 
a condition on those 
that already do, its 
issuance was not au-
thorized.”

The majority of 
justices added that 
the CRTC’s order 
“should therefore be 
quashed.”

According to 
BCE, more than 5 
million Canadians 
watched Super Bowl 
LIIl that took place 
last February. The 
U.S. audience for the 
Super Bowl is in the 
100 million range.

Three teenagers were 
recently sentenced 

to two years of proba-
tion each for the assault 
as well as two sexual 
assaults on the cam-
pus of Toronto’s private 
school in 2018.

The three teens all 
pleaded guilty in Octo-
ber to one count charge 
of assault with a weap-
on and sexual violation 
with a weapon for three 
different locker-room 
attacks.

One of the teenag-
ers also pleaded guilty 
to a charge of  creat-
ing child pornography, 
having recorded the sex 
assaults on his phone.

After Justice Brian 
Weagant’s sentenced 
the teenagers, they 
hugged their parents 
and lawyers.

Weagant ignored 
reading his entire de-
cision and said the 
courtroom was loud, as 
such, he didn’t want to 

be misquoted.
Two of the teen-

ager are 16 years old 
while the third one is 
15 years old. None of 
the defendants or their 
victims can be identi-
fied under the Youth 
Criminal Justice Act.

The information in 
the statement of facts of 
the case are graphic and 
it describes three differ-
ent incidents which in-
volved members of one 
of the school’s football 
teams. 

As far as the first 
incident or case is 
concerned, in Septem-
ber 2018, a student 
who was changing his 
clothes was surrounded 
by several people and 
“picked up by the arms 
and legs and swung 
around.”

According to court 
documents, the group 
pushed him to the floor, 
removed his football 
pants and struck his 

buttocks with a broom-
stick.

The same boy was 
assaulted again the 
following month with 
a broomstick shoved 
into his anus several 
times. This assault was 
recorded also but got 
deleted after the vic-
tim begged one of the 
accused to delete the 
video.

The third incident 
occurred in November 
2018 and it involved 
a different victim. The 
victim who was not a 
member of the school’s 

football team but was 
also anally penetrated 
with the handle of a 
broom. The assault 
also recorded and then 
shared.

Four other teenag-
ers were charged initial-
ly. One of them had his 
charges revoked. The 
cases of two other ac-
cused have been con-
cluded but the Ministry 
of the Attorney General 
has not to disclose the 
outcomes.

Another accused 
has been pencilled for 
trial in March.

The surname 
(last name) and given 
names on your pass-
port or travel document 
must be the same as 
the one on your birth 
certificate or Canadian 
citizenship certificate.

CAUTION ABOUT 
CHANGING YOUR 
NAME ON A 
PASSPORT OR 
OTHER TRAVEL 
DOCUMENT

Be sure that you 
make all of your travel 
bookings, such as tick-
ets and hotels, in the 
name that appears on 
your new passport.

If the name on the 
passport or travel docu-
ment doesn’t match 
your bookings, you 
could have issues such 
as:

• countries not let-
ting you in

• travel companies 
not letting you board

This could happen 
even if you carry your 
marriage or civil part-
nership certificate with 
you.

Check with the 
consulate of the coun-
try you plan to visit or 
transit through, or your 
travel agent about your 
name change.

Change of sur-
name (last name) due 
to relationship status 
change

You need to ap-
ply for a new passport 
when changing your 

surname (last name) 
following a relationship 
status change, such as 
marriage or divorce. 
You will need to include 
all the required docu-
ments for a new adult 
general application and 
pay the full fee.

You also need to 
include one or more 
of the following docu-
ments, depending on 
the situation:

• m a r r i a g e 
certificate(s)

• common-law re-
lationship certificate(s)

• court order issued 
in or outside Canada, 
such as:

 separation agree-
ment

divorce order/judg-
ment

• certificate(s) to 
dissolve a registered 
common-law relation-
ship

• resumption of 
surname certificate(s)

These documents 
must:

• show the sur-
name (last name) 
you’re asking to have 
on your new passport

• be in English or 
French 

• Your guarantor 
doesn’t need to sign a 
copy of the documents 
listed above.

The identification 
you provide with your 
application will need 
to show your new sur-
name (last name).

www.canada.ca



“I made a tremen-
dous amount of money 
on real estate. I’ll take 
real estate rather than 
go to Wall Street and 
get 2.8%. Forget about 
it.” 

- Ivanka Trump

Welcome all 
to Greater Toronto 
Area’s Real Estate 
New Year. 

As we step into 
new year, it will be 
appropriate to take 
a look into the year 
with respect to how 
the economy, demo-
graphic conditions, 
world events as well as 
the Liberal's minority 
Federal Government 
will shape this local 
real estate market. This 
we can’t do effectively 
without recourse to the 
events of 2019 and 
prior.

The aftermath of 
2017 still had its im-
pact on 2019. The year 
saw a further decline in 
housing activities that 
started towards the last 
quarter of 2017 and 
continued in 2018. You 
will recall the decline in 
housing supply, Gov-
ernment’s introduction 
of the 16-point hous-
ing plan and the at-
tendant introduction 
of the stress test. As 

part of the measures 
to address the afford-
ability issue, 2019 saw 
the introduction and 
implementation of the 
first time buyer incen-
tives which took effect 
on September 2nd. The 
year also witnessed a 
further holding of the 
interest rate which the 
Bank of Canada on the 
4th of December held 
for the 9th time since 
2017. 

Supply, demand 
and affordability 
played a big role in real 
estate market in 2019. 
The divergent between 
supply and demand 
resulted in home price 
increase from the av-
erage 2% earlier in 
the year to 5% in 
Fall and 7% and over 
from November. This 
was a catch up with 
the decade average 
of 7.5%. Affordability 
drove buyers towards 
the purchase of condo 
apartments resulting 
in condo market per-

forming better that 
semis, single detached 
properties. Focus was 
not limited to the con-
do apartments, other 
property types (semis, 
townhouses) with low-
er price points became 
much sort after result-
ing in the multiple of-
fers and bidding wars 
in the last quarter of 
the year which drove 
up prices.

In 2020, the Ca-
nadian Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) posits that 
there are 3 trends that 
will impact the market. 
Firstly, Canadian home 
sales will gain momen-
tum over 2020 and 
2021. 2017 saw a dive 
in home sales after the 
peak in 2016. CMHC 
projects that there will 
be a turnaround con-
sidering the increases 
in disposable income 
in the province which 
exceeds the national 
average and Quest 
for housing driven by 
strong demographics. 
Secondly, after na-
tional decline in 2019, 
home prices will begin 
marching towards gain 
. Home prices took a 
hit after the events of 
2017. This decline is 
expected to be reversed 
in 2020. Thirdly, new 
home building won't 
gain strength, but it 
will stabilize. CMHC re-
corded a 10 year high 
home building(starts) 
in 2017 and according 
to it, starts has declined 
after 2017. It's project-
ing that the number of 
starts in 2019 will be 
same in 2020 in line 
with the historical av-
erage for annual home 
construction. This is 
hinged on the positive 
Canadian economic 
outlook over the next 
years which gives con-
fidence on builders to 
have more buildings. 
Urbanization Inc.’s po-
sition is that the condo 
market will see bet-
ter balance in 2020 as 
more supply enters the 
market from a higher 
level of completions, 
which should cause 

less pressure on the 
rental market and more 
move-up buyers to 
list their units for sale 
rather than for rent - 
the concern, however, 
is that condo prices be-
come overvalued in the 
interim, requiring a bit 
of correction. (Urbana-
tion Inc, quoted in Ex-
clusive Report for Roy-
al LePage Signature, 
2019). According to 
Bob Dugan, "housing 
starts are projected to 
stabilized in 2020 and 
2021 at levels on line 
with long averages. 
This follows two years 
of declines from elevat-
ed levels in 2017. Re-
sale activity and house 
prices are expected 
to fully recover from 
recent declines, sup-
ported by growth in in-
come and population.”

Besides the trends 
from CMHC, there are 
other variables that 
will impact the 2020 
market. Interest rate is 
likely to be unchanged 
in 2020. Holding the 
interest rate is consis-
tent with the position 
of other central banks 
in the world and this 
will help in the stabi-
lization of global eco-
nomic growth and fi-
nancial market. Sean 
Mackay of Huffpost 
collaborated this stat-
ing that "interest rates 
will likely sink lower in 
the 2020 as the hous-
ing market continues 
to rally through the 
first half of the year."

From the econom-
ic point of view, the real 
estate market situation 
may look gloomy due 
to the purported slow 
economic growth cou-
pled with the job loss 
reported for Novem-
ber 2019. The federal 
deficit under Finance 
Minister Bill Morneau 
will balloon over the 
next fiscal year, leav-
ing the minority Lib-
eral government in a 
worse fiscal position 
than expected early in 
its second mandate. In 
its Fall 2019 economic 
update, Finance Cana-
da noted that the defi-
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We are looking for a growing church to share our place of 
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cit would rise to $26.6 
billion in 2019-20, up 
from an earlier projec-
tion of $19.8 billion. 
How this will play out 
in the market will be 
seen as we get into the 
year. 

Government pol-
icy will also drive the 
market. The recently 
announced $1.4 billion 
Federal and Provincial 
Housing benefit, hous-
ing activities is expect-

ed on the increase in 
2020. All the best of 
2020.

Steve Ezeude is 
a Real Estate Bro-
ker with Royal LeP-
age Signature Realty. 
For questions and/
or feedback, please 
send email to stevez@
royallepage.ca or call 
6478608304. 

www.mitoronto-
homes.com

(NC) An estimat-
ed three million Cana-
dians have one, and 
they have emerged as 
the single largest con-
tributor to the growth 
of household debt in 
Canada.

Yet many con-
sumers do not appear 
to fully understand 
how they work.

No, we’re not 
talking about credit 
cards or car loans. 
We’re talkin g about 
home equity lines of 
credit or HELOCs.

According to a 
2019 survey by the 
Financial Consumer 
Agency of Canada, 
many people appear 
to lack awareness of 
the terms and condi-
tions of this widely 
sold financial product, 
exposing them to the 
risk of over-borrow-
ing, carrying debt for 
extended periods and 
uninformed decision-
making.

HELOCs are a se-
cured form of revolv-
ing credit. The lender 
uses your home as a 
guarantee that you'll 
pay back the money 
you borrow. And, as 
you pay your HELOC 
down, you can borrow 
it again, up to a maxi-
mum credit limit.

Most major finan-
cial institutions offer 
them with a mortgage 
as a combined product, 
which is sometimes 
called a readvanceable 
mortgage. Many use 
them for renovations, 
debt consolidation, 
vehicle purchases and 

day-to-day expenses.
When used re-

sponsibly, HELOCs 
can benefit consumers 
through low interest 
rates, convenient ac-
cess to funds and flex-
ible repayment terms.

Unfortunately, the 
convenient features of 
HELOCs can encour-
age consumers to add 
too much to their debt 
load.

In fact, 27 per 
cent of those who re-
sponded to FCAC’s 
survey said they make 
mainly interest-only 
payments on their 
HELOCs. Consider-
ing that, on average, 
Canadians owe about 
$65,000 on their 
HELOCs, this means 
many homeowners 
end up carrying debt 
for long periods.

So, if you have 
a home equity line of 
credit or are consider-
ing getting one, you 
need to ask yourself:

• Would a HE-
LOC tempt you to use 
your home like an 
ATM?

• Could you still 
afford HELOC pay-
ments if you lose your 
job or interest rates go 
up?

• Are you pre-
pared to stick to a plan 
to pay it off fully, and 
avoid continually bor-
rowing against your 
home equity?

Those are just 
some of the questions 
to consider before bor-
rowing money that 
will be secured by your 
home equity.

(NC) Winter 
doesn’t have to be 
all tissues, cold med-
icine and face steam-
ers. Here are some 
ways to make the 
most out of your hi-
bernation season:  

BUILD YOUR 
IMMUNITY KIT 

After a long 
week of commuting 
and interacting with 
people, public transit 
and countless germs, 
you want to make 
sure your immune 
system remains 
strong. Building a flu 
season immunity kit 
is your best offense 
and defense against 
even the mildest 
winters. Stores like 
Rexall are perfect as 
one-stop-shop for 
everything you need, 
including lozenges, 

tissues, zinc, echina-
cea and free flu shots 
administered on site. 
“October to April is 
flu season, believe it 
or not,” says Man-
vir Sohal, Rexall li-
censed pharmacist 
and district manager. 
“Your last year’s flu 
vaccination won’t 
protect you this 
year.”  

NETFLIX AND 
DON’T CHILL 

During the cold-
er months, many of 
us fill our weekends 
shuffling from the 
couch to the fridge 
and back while 
watching Netflix. 
When taking shel-
ter from the ele-
ments, it’s great to 
have some comfort-
ing items close by. 
A plush throw, wool 

socks, steeped teas 
and vitamin C tab-
lets will ensure your 
latest binge obses-
sion is as comfort-
able (and immunity-
building) as can be.   

FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT… AND 
COMFORT 

Once you’ve 
got your most com-
forting and immune 
boosting items at 
hand, the next step 
is planning for a 
toasty time at home. 
Food delivery apps 
will be your go-to. 
Stick to items like 
pho, ramen, soups 
and stews. They’ll 
bring you joy and 
warmth – while still 
providing the nutri-
ents needed to boost 
your immune sys-
tem.    

By Susan Lawrence

We grow up. Then 
our kids grow 

up. There’s so much 
joy in the journey, but 
it’s also tough. When 
we have our babies, 
we have so much hope 
for the future, but as 
we face the reality of 
the future, it is often 
a bit more challenging 
than we e  xpected. 
Our children grow into 
adults and…

We face strang-
ers, hardly recognizing 
our adult children and 
struggling with the 
choices they make.

We have difficulty 
letting go, continuing 
to try to guide their 
lives as if they still live 
under our roofs.

We have diffi-
culty helping  them  let 
go. They need us, so 
how can we say no to 
helping, even when 
we know they need to 
take responsibility?

We feel cut off 
and abandoned when 
our adult children de-
cide they’d rather do 
life without us, per-
haps even choosing 

to “punish” us by not 
letting us spend time 
with them or grand-
children.

The list goes on. 
Each situation 

and relationship is dif-
ferent, but one thing 
is certain: parenting 
adult children brings its 
own challenges with 
it. We faced sleepless 
nights with a baby, 
safety concerns with 
a toddler, and separa-
tion when our children 
started school. Activi-
ties, peer pressure, and 
struggles for indepen-
dence came through 
middle and high school 
years. We thought 
high school or col-
lege graduation might 

let us sigh and enjoy 
those adult friendships 
we’ve heard so much 
about—and we might 
get to savor some 
sweet moments—but 
our kids don’t stop 
changing and grow-
ing just because they 
reach 21. Hopefully, 
we don’t stop growing 
either.

What can we do 
to ease the transition 
and help ourselves, 
our adult children, and 
our relationships? Not 
every tip that follows 
will apply to your situ-
ation, but let one or 
two challenge you to 
try something new.

continued on p(20)

(NC) For some of 
us, the countdown to 
retirement is well un-
derway. As we draw 
nearer to that antici-
pated work-free life-
style, downsizing our 
homes is also becom-
ing a big prio rity. Af-
ter all, we still want to 
live comfortably even 
without a regular pay-
cheque — and moving 
into a smaller home is 
one way to make that 
happen.

If you’re just 
starting to think about 
downsizing, declut-
tering experts say the 
time get rid of stuff is 
now. Decluttering can 
be overwhelming, so 
the sooner you can 
clear things out the 
easier it will be when 
it finally comes time to 
move. If you’re feel-
ing super sentimental 
or undecided about 
giving away certain 
items, consider storing 

them elsewhere to see 
if you miss them. You 
might be surprised by 
just how little you re-
ally need.

Join buy, swap 
and sell sites to turn 
your items into cash or 
organize a garage sale 
in your neighbour-
hood. Keep in mind 
that charitable organi-

zations like Diabetes 
Canada are always 
looking for textiles and 
small household goods 
and will gladly take 
items off your hands. 
Arrange a pickup, find 
a donation box near 
you or learn about 
what items are needed 
at declutter.diabetes.
ca.
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Rice, Beans, Yam, Gari, 
Plantain, Elubo, Stockfish etc.

West Indian Foods
Hallah Meat & Fish
Cosmetics & Hair Supplies
All Types of Diapers

Nigerian Movies

“We’ll deliver to your Home or Business”

We have moved to a 
bigger location to serve 
you better

NEW ADDRESS:
1040 Albion Rd, Etobicoke 
(Albion & Islington intersection) 

ON M9V 1A7

A TO Z AFRICAN & WEST INDIAN MARKET
A to Z Foods Wholesale & Retail

We Specialize in African Foods Tel: 647-436-2550
Cell: 416-880-6796

Call us today for all your party needs

Tel: 647-427-4773    
Tel: 416-522-8625

• Meat/Beef Pastries • Sausage Roll 
• Fish Roll • Puff-Puff • Buns-Scotch Egg 
• Chin-Chin • Moin - Moin - Akara 
• Jollof Rice • Fried Rice • Rice & Beans 
• Fried Yam Etc…

1822 Jane St. (Jane & Queen Dr.)

Lola's Catering
We Cater To All Occasions

SPECIALIZING IN:

UNCLE SETH TROPICAL FOODS
Specializing in African, Caribbean, Asian & Canadian Foods

Rice

Gari

Nigerian Spices

Beans

Plantain

Meat

Palm Soup

Stockfish

Fish – Frozen & Dried

Potato Flakes
We carry:

Large selection of 
Body & Hair products
and much more

We open 7 days a week. Delivery available.
Location: 2069 Lawrence Ave., E, Scarborough, ON
(Warden & Lawrence by The Ministry of Health)

416-288-9330

VISIT OUR FISH MARKET AND BUTCHER SHOP

www.220v.com

5707 Steeles Avenue West
@ Fenmar/Pine Valley – South East Corner

Toronto, ON M9L 1S7
Tel:  416-646-0495
Fax: 416-646-0498

info@sonadistributors.com

VOLTAGE TRANSFORMERS, MULTISYSTEM TVS/DVD/VCR, HOME THEATRE 
SYSTEMS, 220V CORDLESS PHONES, GASOLINE/ DIESEL GENERATORS, 

220V AIRCONDITIONERS, AND MUCH MORE…

Multi System TV - 110V/220V

Fridge - 220V

Stereo 220V Stove - 220V range Split Air-conditioner 220V

Step down TransformerGenerator

SONA DISTRIBUTORS

WE DELIVER TO
YOUR SHIPPER

We Will Arrange Free Delivery

NEW
GENERATORS 

SALE!!!

THE MOST UN-FUSSY WEEKNIGHT FISH 
DINNER

5 TIPS WHEN SELECTING 
THE PERFECT PET FOOD

SPICE UP YOUR LIFE WITH 
THIS HOLIDAY PUNCH

(NC) Some 
weeknights are just 
designed for quick 
cooking, but that 
doesn’t mean you 
need to sacrifice on 
health. A high qual-
ity and lean source 
of protein, cod is a 
white flaky fish wit 
h a mild flavour that 
your family (and 
your heart) will love.

And while you’re 
thinking about heart 
health, why not con-
sider ocean health 
by cooking with 
cod  that has the 
MSC blue fish la-
bel? Seafood with 
this label means it’s 
certified sustainable 
from a wild, trace-
able source – so it’s 
good for you and the 
oceans, too.

This modern 
take on curry can 
be made in one pan, 
making cleanup a 
breeze. All ingredi-
ents can be found at 

your local grocery 
store, and you can 
dial up the heat as 
little or as much as 
you’d like. This ver-
satile dish pairs nice-
ly with a variety of 
sides like rice, cous-
cous or wilted greens 
like kale. 

“Tagine” of Wild 
Cod, Chickpeas and 
Parsley

Prep time: 10 
minutes

Cook time: 50 
minutes

Serves: 4
Ingredients:
• 1 ½ lbs MSC-

certified wild cod, cut 
into 2-inch pieces

• 2 tbsp extra 
virgin olive oil, more 
for finishing later

• 1 medium yel-
low onion, peeled 
and chopped

•  4-5 garlic 
cloves, peeled and 
chopped

• 1 large carrot, 
peeled and chopped

• ½ butternut 
squash, peeled and 
cubed

• 1 small to me-
dium sweet potato, 
peeled and cubed

• ½ tbsp harissa 
spice blend

• ½ tsp ground 
coriander

• ½ tsp ground 
cinnamon

• ¼ tsp ground 
turmeric

• 1 cup canned 
(NC) Did you 

know good nutrition 
is as important for 
your pet’s health as 
it is for your own?

“Dogs and cats 
have very specific 
and individual nu-
tritional needs. Al-
though they may 
like eating many hu-
man foods, we have 
to remember that 
pets have different 
nutritional needs for 
optimal health. Nu-
trition impacts your 
pet’s teeth, bones, 
energy levels, brain 
function, coat and 
more,” says Dr. Dave 
Summers, senior pet 
nutritionist at Pet 
Valu.

With all the pet 
food brands avail-
able today, Summers 
says it can be difficult 
to know which ones 
are best for your pet. 
Here are his top tips:

1. CHOOSE FOOD 
THAT IS MADE 
WITH WHOLE, 
NATURAL 
INGREDIENTS: 

Like humans, 

pets’ overall health is 
best served by feed-
ing them a variety of 
ingredients, includ-
ing fresh meats, fish, 
eggs, vegetables, 
fruits and berries. 
Avoid pet food that 
contains artificial co-
lours and flavours.

2.ASK FOR 
FOOD MADE IN 
CANADA: 

Canadian pet 
food manufacturers 
produce some of the 
best pet food avail-
able. Visit a specialty 
pet retailer and ask 
staff to direct you to 
products made right 
here at home.

3.LOOK AT YOUR 
PET: 

A visual assess-
ment of your pet can 
help spot potential 
dietary issues. A dull 
coat, overweight 
physique or poor 
stool consistency 
could suggest it’s 
time to consider a 
new diet.

4.REMEMBER 

NUTRITIONAL 
NEEDS CHANGE: 

Your pet doesn’t 
have to eat the same 
diet for its entire 
life. Trying different 
foods will help you 
determine what’s 
best for them.

5.CONSIDER 
QUALITY AND 
PRICE: 

We all want to 
do the very best for 
our pets, but we also 
need to be mindful of 
our budget. For most 
pets, there will be 
good options at all 
price levels.

Feeding the best 
quality food for your 
budget can help 
maintain your pet’s 
good health, hope-
fully saving you 
health-care costs 
down the road. Have 
a conversation with 
the team at your 
local pet specialty 
store, they can help 
you make the best 
decision.  

Find more infor-
mation at petvalu.
com.

whole peeled toma-
toes

• ¼ cup dried 
apricot, chopped

• 2 cups vegeta-
ble broth (or broth of 
your choice)

• 1 cup cooked 

chickpeas
• ½ lemon, 

juiced
• ½ cup fresh 

parsley leaves, 
pulled (not chopped)

Salt to taste
Directions:
1. In a large 

heavy pot or Dutch 
oven (or traditional 
tagine if you have 
one), heat olive oil 
over medium heat 
until just warm; add 
onions and increase 
heat to medium-
high. Sauté for 5 
minutes, stirring reg-
ularly so they don’t 
burn.

2. Add the garlic 
and prepared veg-
etables. Add spices 
and season with salt 
to taste. Cook 5 to 7 

minutes, stirring reg-
ularly.

3. Add tomatoes, 
apricot and broth and 
cook for 10 minutes.

4. Reduce heat 
to medium-low, 
cover and simmer 
for another 20 to 25 
minutes or until veg-
gies are tender.

5. Reduce heat 
to low, add cod and 
chickpeas cook for 
10 minutes.

6. Stir in lemon 
juice and fresh pars-
ley. Taste and adjust 
seasonings.

7. Transfer to 
serving bowls and 
top each with a gen-
erous drizzle of olive 
oil. Serve with your 
favorite bread, cous-
cous or rice.

(NC) Give your 
guests this sweet honey 
and zesty ginger holi-
day punch as soon as 
they enter the party. It’s 
a warming and fragrant 
holiday season sipper, 
made refreshing with 
thirst-quenching lem-
onade, ice-cold citrus 
slices and an efferves-
cent hit of de- alcohol-
ized wine, which can be 
substituted with spar-
kling wine if you prefer 
an adults-only version.

Michelle Pennock, 
executive chef for the 
PC Test Kitchen has just 
the right tip for you to 
sweeten up this bever-
age. “A bartending trick 
when creating drinks is 
mixing the honey with 
hot water, which allows 
it to dissolve more eas-
ily into the punch.”

Sparkling Citrus 
Ginger Punch

Prep time: 5 min-
utes

Cool/chill time: 1 
hour, 15 minutes

Serves: 10
Ingredients:
• ¼ cup (60 mL) 

honey
• 4 cups (1 L) gin-

ger beer
• 3½ cups (875 

mL) PC honey ginger 
lemonade

• 1½ cups (375 
mL) white de-alcohol-
ized wine, chilled

• 3 cups (750 mL) 
ice cubes

•10 slices frozen 
citrus blend sliced lem-
ons and limes

• ¼ cup (60 mL) 
frozen cranberries (op-
tional)

DIRECTIONS:
1. Stir honey with 

1 cup boiling water in 
small heatproof bowl 
until combined. Let cool 
completely, about 15 
minutes.

2. Stir together 
ginger beer, lemonade 
and honey mixture in 
punch bowl or 12-cup 
(3 L) pitcher. Refriger-
ate until chilled, about 
1 hour.

3. Stir in de-alco-
holized wine. Add ice 
cubes, lemon and lime 
slices and cranberries 
(if using). Serve imme-
diately.

Nutritional infor-
mation per serving: 
Calories 120, fat 0 g, 
sodium 15 mg, carbo-
hydrates 31 g, fibre 1 
g, sugars 28 g, protein 
0 g.



By Pastor Taiwo Iredele 
Odubiyi 

- from the book Greater 
Tomorrow  

Sometime after, 
Osasere heard voices and 
woke up, looking out im-
mediately. She realised the 
car had stopped in front of a 
fuel station. Some vehicles 
with passengers were also 
parked there and people 
selling different things ap-
proached the vehicles.

“Buy oranges.”
“Buy hot bread.”
“Where are we?” 

Osasere asked.
“We are at Ore.” Her 

mother answered.
The passenger in 

front opened the door and 
got down. When the driver 
opened his door and pre-
pared to get down, Osasere 
asked her mother again, 
“What do we want to do 
here?”

“We are stopping for 
about ten minutes.” Mrs. 
Asemota said. “Let’s get 
down. If you need to ease 
yourself, you should quick-
ly do so because the driver 
may not stop again until we 
reach Lagos.”

They got down. 
A woman with a baby 

strapped to her back ap-
proached them, with a tray 
full of apples on her head. 
“Buy apples.”

“How much is one?” 
Mrs. Asemota asked the 
woman.

She told her.
“Bring six.”
While the woman was 

putting the apples in a plas-
tic bag, Mrs. Asemota called 
a young girl selling small 
bottles of water.

Osasere told Esosa 
she wanted to ease herself.

“I’m sure there’s a toi-
let somewhere here.” Esosa 
said.

They glanced around 
to see where the toilet could 
be and saw the driver ap-
pear from the back of a 
shelter on a side. When 
he got close to them, they 
stopped him and asked, 
“Where’s the toilet?”

“It’s at the back of that 

shelter.” He said and point-
ed. “The one for male is on 
the right while the one for 
female is on the left.”

“Okay, thank you.” 
Esosa told him and said to 
her mother, “Mummy, we 
are going to the toilet.” 

She and Osasere 
turned to go.

“STOP!” Mrs. Asemo-
ta called out.

They stopped and 
looked back. Mrs. Asemota 
was still standing with the 
lady selling bottles of water.

“You can’t go alone. 
Wait for me to finish.”

They waited. Mrs. 
Asemota collected her 
change from the lady and 
quickly covered the gap be-
tween her and her daugh-
ters.

“Didn’t you know that 
you were supposed to wait 
for me? You shouldn’t go 
alone. An adult must go 
with you.”

“Why? I’m twelve 
years old!” Esosa said.

“Yes you are but that 
does not mean you have 
become an adult. Both of 
you are young. You have 
to be careful, more so be-
cause this place is not your 
house. It’s a public place, 
both of you are females and 
there are unfamiliar people 
around.”

They followed Mrs. 
Asemota. When they 
reached the place, Mrs. 
Asemota first entered the 
toilet and looked round to 
see if it was empty and safe 
for her children. When she 
was satisfied, she came out 
and asked Osasere to go in 
while she stood by the door 
with Esosa.

Another woman came 

with a girl of about fourteen 
years and they stood beside 
Mrs. Asemota. 

Mrs. Asemota greeted 
the woman.

The woman replied 
and asked, “Is someone 
there?”

“Yes. One of my 
daughters is there.” Mrs. 
Asemota told her. 

“Mummy, you should 
stop following me around. 
I’m fourteen, not four!” The 
girl said to her mother.

“It does not matter if 
you’re twenty four! There 
are some places you should 
not go alone even when 
you become an adult.” The 
woman said decisively.

The woman looked 
at Mrs. Asemota and they 
both laughed.

“It’s the same thing I 
told my daughters.” Mrs. 
Asemota said.

“A boy of about seven 
years old got missing just 
about two months ago! 
People have to be careful.”

“That’s unfortunate!” 
Mrs. Asemota exclaimed. 
“How did it happen? What 
happened?” 

The woman ex-
plained, “The boy attended 
a party with his parents. 
When he wanted to ease 
himself, his parents told him 
to go to toilet by himself as 
they were talking with their 
friends. They didn’t know 
on time that he had not 
returned until his younger 
brother said he wanted to 
use the toilet. That was 
when they realised it was 
over twenty minutes and he 
should have returned. His 
father took the hand of the 
second boy and led him to 
the toilet. It was when they 
got there that they realised 
something had happened, 
he was not there!”

“How could that have 
happened? Was it late in 
the evening?” Mrs. Asemo-
ta wanted to know.

“No, it was at about 4 
p.m.!”

The toilet door opened 
and Osasere came out. Es-
osa entered. Mrs. Asemota 
opened one of the bottles of 
water in her hands.

“Wash your hands.” 
She told Osasere.

Osasere rubbed her 
hands together while her 
mother poured water.

When Mrs. Asemota 
finished, she continued 
her conversation with the 
woman. “How could that 
have happened? Where 
was the toilet?”

“Those were the ques-
tions everyone asked be-
cause there were many peo-
ple there and the toilet was 
just across from where the 
guests were seated, where 
the boy’s parents were.” 

“So, they haven’t 
found him?”

The woman shook her 
head. “No. They have not 
found him. His picture was 
shown on TV last week.”

“That’s bad.”
“It is. Prevention is 

always better than cure.” 
Her phone began to ring. 
She picked it and soon was 
talking on the phone. “We 
are at Ore now. We will 
soon get to Benin. Lagos to 
Benin is about four hours. 
Thank you. Goodbye.”

When the call ended, 
Mrs. Asemota commented 
with a smile, “You are trav-
elling from Lagos to Benin 
while I am travelling from 
Benin to Lagos.”

“That’s interesting. By 
the way, I am Mrs. Any-
anwu.”

“I am Mrs. Asemota.”
Esosa came out of the 

toilet and Mrs. Anyanwu’s 
daughter entered. Esosa 
also washed her hands. 
Mrs. Asemota said goodbye 
to Mrs. Anyanwu and left 
with her daughters.

(Dear parents, protect 
your children. The days are 
evil and there are people 
who have no fear of God or 
conscience. It shall be well 
in 

(Culled from the sto-
rybook GREATER TOMOR-
ROW by Pastor Taiwo Ire-
dele Odubiyi)

This book for parents 
and children, GREATER 
TOMORROW is available 
online on Okadabooks 
https://m.okadabooks.com
www.pastortaiwoodubiyi.org
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 REFLECTIONS ON RELATIONSHIPS

PROTECT YOUR CHILDREN FROM KIDNAPPING
OPINION

Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs, and views expressed by writers on the opinion page of Nigerian Canadian Newspapers and its website or on its social media page do not reflect the opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of the 
publisher of the Nigerian Canadian Newspapers and its online publications. It is solely the author’s contribution.

A PEEP INTO THE CIVIL SERVICE
A Government em-

ployee, saddled with the 
responsibility of clearing 
the Pension mess add-
ed to rot. He tried all he 
could to introduce novel 
ways of proving his in-
nocence.

He has even been 
grooming his son along 
a similar path of evading 
and perverting justice.  

A female comman-
dant with the Nigeria Se-
curity Civil Defense Corps 
was found having Sixty 
Houses! 

Trying to reaffirm 
the assertion that what a 
man can do a woman can 
do better.

Former General 
Manager Petroleum 
Equalisation Fund was 
found with huge sums 
in about Twelve Bank 
accounts, which was de-
tected by his Bank Veri-
fication Number, BVN as 
well as a massive Hotel.

Just as we murmur 
in trepidation about Po-
litical leaders over the 
havoc they have and still 
continue to wreck on the 
system. The reason we 
pay little or no attention 
to the partners in crime, 
who are most of the time 
initiators, path finders 
and or facilitators is not 
clear to me, quite unfor-
tunate. 

The past and present 

Presidents, Governors, 
Ministers, Commission-
ers and the rest of the Po-
litically Exposed person-
alities can not operate in 
isolation!

There is nothing 
they can actualise with-
out the cooperation and 
backing of the CIVIL 
SERVANTS. It is not out 
of place we beam search-
light on these people, as 
a lot happen on several 
tables in Government of-
fices.

The hue and cry 
about extortion people 
experience while trying to 
secure the National Iden-
tity Management Card 
in recent time has been 
sparsely loud. 

To many it is just 
#3,000 only. 

Assume a quarter of 
the 1,700,000 students 
who enrolled for the Uni-
fied Tertiary Matricula-
tion Examination has to 
part with the illegal fee; 
that is 680,000 appli-
cants @ #3,000 giving 
#2,040,000,000.

Conservatively, Two 
Billion looks like the least 
field officers are likely to 
mop up from applicants, 
who are left with the 
sole choice of registra-
tion, provided they want 
to write the Aptitude Ex-
amination.

All over the land 

many Government em-
ployees contribute to the 
destruction of the Na-
tion on their respective 
DESKS! 

This is a number 
reaching for the unbear-
able.

Nigerians should be 
more interested in pa-
rameters used in rating, 
assessing and promoting 
Government employees. 

Those who manage 
failed or degrading facili-
ties should be shown the 
exit door.

We can not afford 
the situation where fail-
ure, ineptitude or corrup-
tion is rewarded with el-
evation. 

The National As-
sembly Complex that is 
about to be renovated 
for #37 Billion has a full 
fledged Maintenance De-
partment.

They earn their 
wages as well as have a 
budgetary allocation for 
maintaining the struc-
ture. Yet the report com-
ing to the public is that 
the edifice is in urgent 
need for repair.

Our Refineries are 
not spared of such. 

We have Govern-
ment employees working 
day and night on the fa-
cilities. Some go on train-
ing within and outside 
our shores, the sorry state 

of the Refineries doesn't 
portray the facilities as 
well managed, traceable 
to compromise and cor-
rupt tendencies on the 
side of the maintenance 
team.

The regular Turn 
Around Maintenance of 
the plants yield little or 
no results.  

The Scanners at 
the ports hardly func-
tion optimally. This is a 
device that should fa-
cilitate goods clearance at 
the ports. Sadly for some 
unexplainable reasons. 
They are dead. Leaving 
containers to be inspected 
manually. As this ugly 
trend goes on. Smaller 
nations like Togo handle 
more containers at their 
Lome port than Apapa. 
Yet we are not ashamed?

The reason almost 
a Billion dollar worth of 
Rice find its way into Ni-
geria, almost yearly, has 
its root in compromise 
and corrupt disposition 
of Government officials 
saddled with the respon-
sibility of manning the 
border.

Our Education is 
not immune to deliberate 
lowering of standards. At 
the lower level, teachers 
fleece students. These in-
stitution are poorly fund-
ed to the embarrassing 
situation that Teachers 

and Education Officers 
from the Ministry hardly 
enroll their wards in in-
stitutions they manage! 
The Tertiary institutions 
are also not spared of 
Officers doing fractional 
damage here and there 
which sums up to the 
monumental mess we are 
witnessing. 

Sexual predatory, 
poor quality of graduants, 
are few of rot that Univer-
sity employees wrought 
upon the system. 

Health sector equally 
reflect the Society of ours. 
Evident in the huge Med-
ical Tourism embarked on 
by notable Nigerians. 

This is caused by a 
combination of under-
mining efforts by Gov-
ernment employees, an 
act contrary to the oath of 
service they entered with 
the land.

The Security system 
is not spared.

Large scale extor-
tion, high handedness, 
abuse of power, extra ju-
dicial killing form a brief 
list of crime committed by 
those who have the pri-
mary mandate to combat 
crime and instil  sanity. 

The Power sector is 
another huge cesspool of 
compromise. There has 
been minor difference 
between now and pre-
privatisation era. Con-

sumers are still respon-
sible for repairs of power 
equipments, contrary to 
expectations.

The statistics of 
negative minded Govern-
ment officials is so fright-
ening.

This is one reason 
revival efforts has been 
pretty slow.

Many Government 
programs and policies 
are implemented  by the 
CIVIL SERVANTS. 

The School Feed-
ing Program as a case in 
point in a whole Local 
Government  can be trun-
cated by a single corrupt 
official who gathers back-
ers as partners in crime, 
thwarting the effort of the 
Government.

A road project can 
get compromised by a 
corrupt supervisor, who 
does not act in isolation.

It is sad, there are 
limited CHECK MECHA-
NISMS to curb and deter 
many Government offi-
cials. 

Government should 
look deep into the intro-
duction of more ways of 
checking immorality in 
the service.

All for a greater NA-
TION.

Layi Deinde 2019

continued from p(16)
ADULTING CHILDREN

STEP THROUGH 
GRIEF.

It might seem like 
a negative place to start, 
but if we’re honest, we 
deal with grief through-
out parenting. We move 
from one stage to another. 
In fact, about the time we 
get used to one stage and 
feel confident about what 
we’re doing, our chil-
dren change. We have to 
change with them if we 
want to respond well. Can 
you imagine parenting a 
13 year old like a toddler? 
You can’t parent a 30 year 
old like a teenager, either. 
Refuse to be stuck. You 
might be sad for a mo-
ment, but make sure you 
also celebrate growth and 
change. 

GIVE YOUR ADULT 
CHILDREN WHAT 
THEY NEED (NOT 
WHAT THEY WANT, 

AND NOT WHAT YOU 
WANT).

This is a hard one, 
because we’re so invested 
in their lives. It’s difficult 
to take a step back, set 
ourselves aside, and de-
termine the right priorities. 
It means listening well, 
choosing our moments 
to speak with wisdom, 
and letting them make 
mistakes and learn from 
them. That leads us into 
the next practice:

REFUSE TO THINK 
YOU HAVE ALL THE 
ANSWERS.

You’ve been at this 
adult thing a lot longer 
than your adult children 
have. Instead of using 
that as a justification that 
you have all the answers 
and solutions, remind 
yourself that adulthood 
comes with responsibil-
ity, not just for your chil-

dren but also for you. You 
have the responsibility to 
be humble and admit you 
don’t know it all. Face the 
idea that while you’ve had 
many experiences that 
might help, your experi-
ences and your adult chil-
dren’s aren’t exactly the 
same. Just as you had to 
discover some things the 
hard, long way, so do your 
children. If you look back, 
you’ll probably admit you 
learned some of the best 
lessons as you struggled 
through trials. As much 
as you want to spare your 
children some of that pain 
and angst, overprotection 
and quick answers might 
end up robbing them of 
some essential, albeit 
rough, experiences.

LEAD BY EXAMPLE.
If you want your 

adult children to grow in 
their compassion, mercy, 

patience, respect, faith, 
generosity, and love, you 
need to not only authen-
tically live them out, but 
also grow in them. You 
don’t have to be perfect! 
You may not be able to 
share every struggle, but 
neither should you put on 
a show for them. They’re 
adults now, and they need 
to continue to watch you 
grow as an adult. Your 
“adulating” well is no 
guarantee they will follow 
in your footsteps, but it’s 
worth the effort, not just 
for them, but also for you.

STOP BEING 
SURPRISED.

If you find yourself 
continually hurt, frustrat-
ed, and confused when 
your adult children do the 
same things repeatedly, at 
least give them credit for 
being consistent. Why be 
surprised with their pre-

dictability? That’s not to 
say you excuse what they 
do, but you don’t have 
to bear the brunt of the 
stress. 

BE RESPONSIBLE, 
BUT LET YOUR ADULT 
CHILDREN TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY.

Stop blaming your-
self—and   stop blaming 
them, too. Blame only 
digs a hole of insecuri-
ties and hurt feelings that 
are difficult to overcome. 
Honestly, evaluate your-
self often, but only with 
the determination to learn 
and grow. Refrain from 
evaluating your adult chil-
dren too often. You still 
have influence, but you 
don’t have the power you 
once had in their lives. 
You can pour into them, 
but be careful not to step 
into the discipline and 
control realm.

GIVE GOD YOUR 
WHOLE HEART, 
MIND, SOUL, AND 
STRENGTH.

This one might seem 
obvious, but it is easier 
said than done. We often 
say our children have our 
hearts, or they are con-
stantly on our minds. Of 
course, we love and in-
vest in them beyond what 
we can express, but they 
should never be our focus. 
They are not our posses-
sions. We don’t know 
nearly as much as God 
does. As difficult as it is 
to believe, we don’t love 
them remotely as much 
as He does. They are His 
creation, and He knows 
every single detail of their 
lives throughout eternity. 
Moments along the way 
won’t always make sense 
to us, but we can trust God. 
www.justbetweenus.org

“THAT NIGHT IN 
ROOM 401”B
I  WENT TO MY HOMETOWN IGBONLA 
- PART 12 
Opeyemi Ojerinde Akintunde ©

Every night after the 
8th day I opened up to him, 
we would play a game, 
which Pastor James Invent-
ed ... “Who sings it better?".

It was a game of all 
my songs from my 10 al-
bums, he would pick a song 

and we both will try to 
sing it individually.  Funny 
enough we were the judges 
as well.... I was surprised 
that he knew ALL my 
songs... There were some 
I even forgot the lyrics, he 
would be the one to remind 

me.... 
Pastor James, was too 

true to be real. I felt like I 
had known him for years. I 

felt I had seen my solution 
and that's why one night 
I walked up to the living 
room where he was sleep-
ing.  I woke him up telling 
him I could not sleep, he 
asked if there was anything 
he could do to help me... 

I simply answered 
“Marry ME, please"...

Pastor James was 
shocked to say the least as 
sleep immediately cleared 
from His eyes... and his an-
swer shocked me... 

“NO... I mean Yes... I 
would love to marry you. 
But not like this... I don't 
mean the pregnancy, but I 
mean your state of mind, 
Grace... Marrying you 

would be the greatest privi-
lege, but right now, you 
don't need me, you need 
God... You know since the 
last time you told me you 
are Orishamuyiwa, you 
haven't rededicated your 
life back to Christ and the 
truth is after I lost my wife, 
I have been praying for a 
new wife.... So if God gives 
me the privilege of making 
you my wife,  I would be the 
happiest,  but I can't marry 
an Orishamuyiwa,  I can't 
marry outside of Christ... 
“He said in all honesty 

"I am not yet sure I 
want to rededicate my life 
yet...I don’t know...I Am 
still in a confused state... “I 
replied 

"Then “WE” can’t 
happen... Grace I can't love 
you outside God... The truth 
is I don't know if this is 
God's doing, but the truth is 
I really love and care about 
you, and I don't care about 
the past, I care about the fu-
ture... So what do you say? 
Are you ready to come back 
to God...? “He asked look-
ing straight into my eyes

I didn't say a word, 
rather I laid my head on 
his shoulder, and there 
was silence for close to 10 
minutes without each of us 
saying anything.  I guess 
God gave me that time to 
make up my mind because 
of what was about to hap-
pen.... 

What? 
We heard a loud bang 

on the door, it was 1:30am, 
“Open this door...."
Ifakolade... Ifakolade 

was around... That was If-
akolade's voice... I started 

shivering... 
 “Pastor, that woman 

in your room is my wife to 
be, we have an unfinished 
business together... Ask 
her, I was on my own... She 
came looking for me... She 
brought me trouble, and I 
can’t have peace of mind 
until the trouble is over “If-
akolade said while his boys 
were trying to forcefully 
open the door... 

Pastor James faced 
me and asked me to run 
out through the back door, 
but I couldn't leave him to 
their mercy... They would 
kill him.... While we were 
arguing, the door broke 
and I hugged Pastor James 
in fear. Ifakolade didn't like 
that sight... You could tell 
from his eyes.... 

“OK... so it has been 
the pastor doing what I 
am supposed to be doing? 
...Good, then the matter has 
been solved, Baba Jaweg-
bona said two lovers must 
shoot Larry, then you and 
your pastor boyfriend must 
get my revenge for me...“ 
Ifakolade said with a sneer

“God Forbid... I can 
never shed Human blood" 
Pastor James said with all 
audacity... 

"But you can be sleep-
ing with a pregnant wom-
an?” Ifakolade said trying 
to ridicule Pastor James

“I have not been ....” 
Pastor James was saying 
but stopped suddenly and 
said " I am going to marry 
her and as my wife to be 
I would never let her shed 
blood...., she might have 
made a bargain with you

continued on p(43)

Pastor Taiwo 
Odubiyi
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POETRY CORNER

MY ANXIETY LINGERS 

“I’ve also in-
formed Dad.” Grace 
said.

 “What did he 
say? Did you go to see 
him or you spoke to 
him on phone?” She 
asked, looking at her.

 “I went to his of-
fice. He said he would 
ask his brother to at-
tend the meeting.”

 Ibie didn’t re-
spond.

 Grace spoke 
again. “Albert came to 
see me today.” 

 “What did he 
say?”

 “Well, he said he 
had changed his mind 
and was willing to 
support me.” 

“Support? What 
did he mean by that?”

“I don’t know, 
those were his exact 
words.”

 “It is well.” Ibie 

said and sighed.  
 She got up and 

went into her room.
 
 **********
Grace took her 

phone and called Al-
bert. As soon as he 
picked it, she said, 
“My mother and a 
couple of family mem-
bers will like to meet 
with you. Is this week-
end okay?”

 “Hey, hold on! 
Your mother and a 
couple of family mem-
bers? Have you told 
your mother about it?”

 “Yes.”
 “You shouldn’t 

have -”
 “What do you 

mean?” She asked an-
grily. “If I’m having a 
baby, you don’t think 
she needs to know?” 

 “That’s not the 
point! I mean you 

shouldn’t have told 
her until we had fully 
discussed it.” 

“Albert! We have 
discussed it! We have 
been on this matter 
for some days and 
you know that! What 
remains to be dis-
cussed?”

 She heard his 
sigh before he asked, 
“What’s this meeting 
about? What do they 
want to discuss with 
me? And I’d appreciate 
it if you could answer 
me without snapping 
my head off or being 
rude.”

 “Don’t tell me 
how to talk to you 
concerning this mat-
ter! Do you have any 
idea what I’ve gone 
through, and I’m still 
going through?”

 “You’re not 
the only one going 

through a difficult time 
now, Grace.”

 She took a deep 
breath to control her-
self as she shook her 
head.

 “What’s the pur-
pose of this meeting if 
I may ask?”

 “They just want 
to know who my ba-
by’s father is and what 
his plan is if there is 
any.”

 “And do you con-
sider that necessary? I 
told you earlier on to-
day that I’m not going 
to run away. I’m going 
to be there.”

 “You’re going to 
be there because my 
boss came to talk to 
you?”

 “Not really. I just 
changed my mind.”

 She hissed be-
fore she asked, “Is this 
weekend okay?  I need 

to know so I can tell 
them. My pastor will 
like to see you too.”

 “Your who?”
 “My pastor.”
 “Your pastor 

as well?” He made 
a sound under his 
breath. “Look, you 
and I need to meet first 
and talk before I see 
any of them.” 

 “For what?”
 “We need to talk. 

Let’s meet tomorrow 
and afterwards I can 
meet with whoever 
you want.”

 “It may not be 
necessary.”

 “Then I’m not 
meeting with any of 
your folks.” He said 
firmly.

 “Look Albert, I’ve 
been dealing with you 
as a Christian, not a 
lawyer. Don’t push me 
too far!”

 “What are you 
talking about? I hope 
you are not threaten-
ing me? I don’t take 
kindly to threats -”

 Grace heard her 
mother’s door open 
as she replied Albert, 
“And I don’t take 
kindly to irresponsible 
men who impregnate 
girls and cry foul!”

 
(To be continued)

This story is from 
the novel - With This 
Ring by Taiwo Iredele 
Odubiyi

To read this novel 
and other books by 
the same author, 
please visit:

https://www.
amazon.com

 https://m.okada-
books.com

 www.pastortai-
woodubiyi.org

continued from p(14)
WITH THIS RING

continued from p(14)
SHOULD YOU CONFIDE IN YOUR EX?

Don’t play with 
fire!

Many people 
are of the school of 
thought that even 
if your partner 
(spouse/fiancé/ boy-
friend/girlfriend) is 
your best friend, you 
still need a third par-
ty in whom you can 
confide from time to 
time.

This makes a lot 
of sense particularly 
in times when it bor-
ders on issues con-
cerning your part-
ner you want to talk 
about. When he/she 
hurts you or annoys 
you and you want to 
vent; or times when 
you are at the verge 
of breaking up with 
him/her, you cannot 
possibly share your 
feelings or thoughts 
with him/her. Now, 
the question is this: 
should your ex be 
your listening ear and 
the shoulder to lean 
on in such times?

According to En-
carta, a confidant is 
“somebody to whom 
secrets are told: a 
person somebody 
trusts and discusses 
personal matters and 
problems with”. Ex-
cept one is lackadai-
sical and without re-

straint, you shouldn’t 
have many people 
whom you can call 
confidants.

One or two 
should be sufficient. 
So now, the real is-
sue to address is 
whether there should 
be no cause for alarm 
if you give your ex 
the only or one of the 
limited slots in your 
life tagged “my con-
fidant”.

Shouldn’t any-
one raise an eyebrow 
if you are seen alone 
with your ex for a 
long ‘counselling’ 
session? This is not 
about an observer 
having a suspicious 
mind; it is about you 
creating avenues for 
suspicion to creep in.

I think that a 
safe road to tread is 
to leave your ex in 
the pages of your 
life’s history and no-
where else. Even if at 
the moment, an ex 
does not seem like a 
threat to your current 
relationship, don’t 
be fooled to assume 
that he/she (the ex) 
would not subse-
quently become a 
source of worry.

It is better to re-
move the ‘evil day’ 
from your future, 

instead of just post-
poning it because if 
your ex is kept as a 
close friend and con-
fidant, the evil day is 
inevitable. Confiding 
in someone, particu-
larly about emotional 
issues, amounts to 
“stripping” yourself 
bare before the per-
son.

With a confidant, 
it’s ‘no holds barred’. 
You can cry, scream, 
and generally ex-
press rage or hurt 
when you’re with a 
confidant. And you 
need to also bear in 
mind that such con-
versations are usu-
ally held in private, 
and can hardly be 
held by telephone.

You know what 
happens when you 
are in a vulnerable 
state and are in a pri-
vate place alone with 
someone with whom 
you once were inti-
mate? Hmmmmm-
mmm!!!

In such a large 
world where there 
are billions of people 
with whom we can 
establish and build 
friendships, I do not 
think any woman 
should be offended if 
her partner expresses 
annoyance upon dis-

covering that her ex 
is her confidant.

Why, amongst all 
the people you know, 
should you choose 
your ex as your con-
fidant? Why can’t 
you just let go? I be-
lieve that people who 
still keep their ex 
close do so because 
they are still emo-
tionally attached. 
Actually, a decision 
not to confide in your 
ex will do you more 
good than it would 
your partner.

In other words, 
a woman ought to 
take note of the fact 
that an ex can eas-
ily metamorphose 
from a confidant to 
a “partner in infidel-
ity”, if not kept at 
bay.

No one says 
your ex cannot be 
an acquaintance on 
the “Hello” – “”Hi” 
level, but the risks 
inherent in making 
your ex a confidant, 
far outweigh the ad-
vantages, if any. You 
know what they say: 
prevention is better 
than cure. So should 
a woman share her 
secret things and 
burdens with her ex? 
That would amount 
to playing with fire!

By Kolapo (Kola) Abdul

The debates were high, 

The rebates utterly sigh. 

Climate change and latent obliteration, 

Arm races and illiberal alienation. 

The tears of broods and youth, 

The ample fear and cruelty of truth. 

Strangulated love and romance, 

Glee demeaned and trounce. 

Earth! Hope they are far gone, 

Whilst the year of diurnal is done. 

Close to our skirmish skins, 

My angst, and anxiety lingers.

Dec 31, 2019
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Supreme Travels

LET US SHOW YOU THE WORLD

Guaranteed Lowest Fare

Location: 
415 The Westway, Etobicoke, ON M9R 1H5
(Martin Grove/Westway, S of Dixon)

www.supremetravels.ca
info@supremetravels.ca

ONLINE BOOKING NOW AVAILABLE

Cel: 416-771-8285
Fax:  416-249-2225
Cel: 416-771-8285
Fax:  416-249-2225

Michael Ansu
(President)

TRAVEL VACCINE CLINIC
AVAILABLE

tico # 50011859

LAGOS, ACCRA AND ALL OVER AFRICA

Toll Free: 1-877-249-2243
Tel: 416-649-9999

Call us for the BEST  Fares to:

ONKAR TRAVELS (Etobicoke) Name is Now changed to SUPREME TRAVELS

Air Tickets
Hotel Reservation
Car Rentals
Honeymoon Packages
Cruises
Medical Travel Insurance
Super Visa Insurance
Passport Photos

CLI COLLEGE
OF Business, Health and Technology

O F F E R S

Personal Support Worker (PSW) Program

Developmental Service Worker (DSW) Program

Legal Office Administration (HOA) Program

Health Office Administration 

REGISTER TODAY 

416-747-5152

Math        Biology
English    Chemistry
Physics

Gat One Step Closer to Achieving Your
Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)!

C L I H I G H S C H O O L

OFFERS

Suite 208, 2300 Sheppard Ave 
West, Toronto, ON M9M

REGISTER TODAY 

416-747-5152

Your Future, Your Passion, Your Success

CAC Bethel Toronto.... The church where the Lord answers prayer. come and experience 
salvation, restoration, deliverance,healing, impartation and more. 0 taste and see that 

the Lord is good.(Psalm 34:8). I have tasted and found that the Lord is good. I do testify 
that the Lord is good. Join me to toste him. Amos Dada

Access Code Every Monday 1Opm - 11 pm - Access code 1234567891 #
Bus Direction: Finch West 36B, Weston 165 (Major intersection Weston Rd & Finch Ave W
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Pictures by: Andrew Enofe

ANDREW ENOFE, REAL ESTATE AGENT HOSTS A CLIENT APPRECIATION DINNER

continued from p(1)
in addition to becoming a 
homeowner. The rising sales 
representative for Right At 
Home Realty Brokerage (a 
Canadian real estate firm) ob-
served that success in real es-
tate depends largely on people 
– it’s a continuum that does not 
end at the contract table.

The Nigerian Visionary 
Realtor pointed out that the Ca-
nadian business environment 
is wide enough for anyone to 
become a success story if busi-
nesses concentrate more on the 
community they belong to, cre-
ate a niche, and build relation-
ships. 

According to the York 
University graduate, whose 
passion to solve one of the 
most basic needs of humans led 
him to the real estate business, 
the multicultural aspect of Ca-
nadian society makes it easier 
for individuals to harness the 
commonality and social cohe-
sion that exists within a group 
or community for ample busi-

ness opportunities.
He said “Blazing through 

as a business owner in Canada, 
just like everywhere, requires 
staying in focus. Focus on 
people that will give you the 
greatest return on investment 
and who are the greatest users 
of your products and services.” 

In his usual remarks, An-
drew said this year’s apprecia-
tion event wasn’t just another 
contract-signing get-together. 
It was indeed a time to relax, 
play, wine and dine – away 
from busy schedules. It was 
also an opportunity to unite 
families in one fun-filled envi-
ronment. 

He said “It’s about the 
family, it is family oriented. 
It’s a way to say thank you to 
the clients for the investments 
they’ve made”.

Enofe succinctly noted 
that it’s not just about doing 
business; real estate agents 
will become successful if they 
build relationships. “Maintain-
ing long-lasting relationships 

will ensure you get referrals,” 
he emphasized.

He assured his clients that 
more surprises await them in 
the coming year. He also called 
on individuals to take the bull 
by the horn and invest now 
and become a homeowner in 
2020. 

“There’s ultimately go-
ing to be more surprises both 
for new and existing clients in 
the coming year”. He asked his 
clients and their guests to refer 
their friends and family mem-
bers to his business for all their 
real estate needs.

“The referral of your 
friends and family is the great-
est compliment you can give. 
Thanks for your trust,” he con-
cluded.

For further inquiries, An-
drew Enofe’s office is situated 
at 9311, Weston Road, Unit 6, 
Vaughan, Ontario, L48, 3GB. 

Andrew can also be 
reached by phone at 416 833 
8909 and by email at osasan-
drew@hotmail.com

2019 GIVE AWAYS Yewande 2rd Price Raffle Winner

Malcolm, Andrew and Queen receiving 
Appreciation Award 2019

Opeyemi, Andrew and SantaA portrait with Santa

Sis Osa and Andrew

Uyi won the 1st Raffle Draw
Children with Santa Amos and Oghogho receiving Appreciation 

Award 2019Julus and Andrew
receiving Appreciation Award 2019

Julius receiving Appreciation Award and a TV MC and the Children Queen and Andrew

Esther and FamilyMalcolm, Andrew Amos and Oghogho, 
receiving their Present

Uyi

Uddy, Grace and Andrew

Opeyemi and Pam

Malcolm, Andrew and Amen receiving Appreciation Award 2019

Paul, Andrew & Rita, Raffle Winner

Mr Jeffery Usman  receiving Appreciation Award 2019Apata & Andrew receiving Appreciation Award 2019

Children having funChildren having a good time

Thomas - 
Client Testimonial

Mrs Afe (client) won a Snow Blower
Victor receiving Appreciation Award 2019 from 

Andrew
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WORLDREMIT PROUDLY CELEBRATES ITS MIGRANT CUSTOMERS IN CANADA
Every year on December 18 the United Nations (UN) recognizes the efforts, 

contributions, and rights of migrants worldwide

Toronto, Canada, 18th December 2019: In 2000 the 
United Nations General Assembly proclaimed December 18 as 
International Migrants Day. In recent years, increased globalization, 
communication and transportation has boosted the number of people 
moving to other countries around the world in search of better lives. 
Many come to Canada – in fact, Canada continues to fuel economic 
and population growth through immigration and will welcome almost 
330,000 new immigrants by the end of 2019.

The regular influx of new immigrants is a  boon to the country. By 
2030, all 9.2 million of Canadaʼs most prominent worker cohort—the 
baby boomers—will be of retirement age. This reality, in combination 
with a low fertility rate, places increased labour pressure on 
industries across Canada that immigration helps to address. 

Driven by a rising migrant population and increased demand for 
online remittance services, WorldRemit is serving an increasing share 
of the US$24.5bn Canadian remittance market.
Corey Myckan, Country Director for Canada at WorldRemit, 
comments: “Canada has long been one of the most welcoming 
destinations for migrants and today its cities are some of the most 
multicultural in the world.”

Migrant populations including dedicated WorldRemit customers are 
among those who fuel the remittance market in Canada, while filling 

labour demands across the country. 

WorldRemit customer, Rolando Pepano, worked in Qatar as an 
overseas worker for years before deciding to migrate to Canada in 
2012. As the primary breadwinner for five siblings and his mom, he 
is proud of the support he can give to them by working full-time as a 
shift manager for a national pizza chain. In December, Rolando will 
achieve his migrant dream – being sworn as a Canadian citizen. 
“Getting my Canadian citizenship is so important to me. I promised 
my father that I would take care of my mom and migrating to Canada 
has allowed me to fulfill that promise.”

WorldRemit customer, Chikee Castillo, migrated from the Philippines 
to Winnipeg in 2003 with her three kids and now lives in Fort 
McMurray, Alberta. As a single mom working two jobs, sacrifice is a 
part of everyday life – like foregoing a vehicle to get around in the 
frigid winter months. “Plans donʼt go according to plan,” Chikee 
explains, “but I am grateful to be working here in Canada.”

“The vital contribution of migrants to their host economies is clear. At 
WorldRemit we also understand the challenges migrants face in 
establishing themselves in a new country. Migrants work hard to earn 
their money.  Our mission at WorldRemit is to make sending money 
at the best foreign exchange rates to family at home as easy, secure, 
quick and convenient as possible. There is no need to visit a money 

transfer agent and pay expensive fees. Instead our network allows 
migrants to send funds to 150 countries straight from their 
smartphone, computer or tablet,” concluded Myckan.

About WorldRemit
Leading digital money transfer company WorldRemit has disrupted 
an industry previously dominated by offline legacy players, such as 
Western Union, by taking international money transfers online - 
making them more convenient, safer, faster and lower-cost. We 
currently send money from over 50 countries to recipients in over 150 
countries across the world. We offer our service and operate in 6,500 
money transfer corridors worldwide and employ over 800 people 
worldwide.

On the sending side WorldRemit is 100% digital (cashless), increasing 
convenience and enhancing security. For those receiving money, the 
company offers a wide range of payout options to recipients 
including bank deposit, cash collection, mobile airtime top-up and 
mobile money.

Backed by Accel, TCV and Leapfrog – early investors in Facebook, 
Netflix and Slack – WorldRemitʼs headquarters are in London, UK 
with a global presence including offices in the United States, Canada, 
South Africa, Japan, Singapore, the Philippines, Australia and New 
Zealand.

Our service offers senders savings of up to 48%* off the cost to send $200 compared to most banks, and up to 22%* compared to most money transfer operators 
based on World Bank data. 

*Comparison based on the average cost to send using data sourced from the World Bank for Q3 2019. The World Bank, Remittance Prices Worldwide, available at 
http://remittanceprices.worldbank.org 

Press contact: pr@avcommunications.ca 

2019 
IN PICTURES
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I HOPE AKUFO-ADDO 
HANDS OVER A 
PEACEFUL GHANA - 
MAHAMA

MALEMA CLAMOURS FOR 
UNITED STATES OF AFRICA

FORMER SUDANESE 
PRESIDENT, OMAR HASSAN 
AL-BASHIR BAGS TWO 
YEARS JAIL TERM

YOU’RE TOO BLIND TO SEE MY ACHIEVEMENTS – 
PRESIDENT UHURU BLASTS CRITICS

ABDELMADJID TEBBOUNE EMERGES 
ALGERIA’S PRESIDENT

publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca 
admin@nigeriancanadiannews.ca

Thank you for reading
The Nigerian Canadian Newspaper, Canada

To advertise call:
416-318-3506
www.nigeriancanadiannews.ca

AFRICA & CARIBBEAN NEWS

By Stanley Ugagbe

Kenyan President, 
Uhuru Kenyatta has ex-
pressed displeasure over 
what he considers harsh 
assessment of his admin-
istration’s performance, 
regretting that some of 
its achievements have 
not been acknowledged.

The president, who 
spoke at the launch of 
the Syokimau Standard 
Gauge Railway (SGR) 
freight services, ap-
peared disappointed over 
the bad publicity his gov-
ernment was receiving.

Uhuru recalled the 
recent launch of SGR ser-
vices to Naivasha from 
Nairobi in October, which 
was highly criticized and 
branded the “train to no-
where”.

While expressing 
his feelings over the criti-
cisms, Uhuru said “This 
is a problem of lack of 
vision. We forget that 
when the railway started 
from Mombasa to Nai-
robi, there was no such 
thing as Nairobi. Nairobi 
was created as a func-
tion of the railway line 
that was supposed to be 
heading to Uganda”.

The line from Nai-
robi to Naivasha ter-
minates in Suswa and 
was funded by Chinese 
government at a cost of 
Sh150 billion. Kenya 
is banking on this line 
to increase connectivity 
with neighbouring coun-
tries like Uganda and 
Rwanda.

The President con-
tinued that “And I told 
you then, commence-
ment of this railway does 
not mean that because 
there is nothing, there 
will be nothing tomor-
row. Today we now have 
an Inland Container 
Depot (ICD) in that so-
called nowhere you were 

talking about”.
According to him, 

the ICD would be serving 
two trains a day, with 
cargo destined to neigh-
bouring countries.

He said “As we 
stand today, we already 
have commitments from 
two shipping lines who 
will be taking cargo di-
rect from Mombasa to 
Naivasha, where our 
neighbours will collect 
cargo”.

The Kenyan num-
ber one citizen went 
further to note that as a 
result of the SGR project, 
an industrial park was 
being set up in Naiva-
sha.

Uhuru disclosed 
that there was already 
a commitment from one 
investor who would be 
opening a new factory 
in Naivasha next year, 
adding that there were 
many others who had 
expressed interest to set 
up operations as a result 
of the railway.

Beamed with sat-
isfaction, Uhuru said 
“These are jobs for our 
people”.

The President con-
fidently averred that the 
launch of the operations 
at the Naivasha ICD 
was a step in the right 
direction since the facil-
ity would make Kenya 

have improved intercon-
nectivity by taking cargo 
closer to the people not 
only in Kenya but also 
neighbouring countries.

He said “It also 
boosts our cargo han-
dling capacity and will 
not only help relieve 
pressure on the port of 
Mombasa but will also 
take the cargo closer to 
Uganda, South Sudan 
and all our neighbours 
by a further 120 kilome-
tres from Nairobi”.

He scored himself 
high when he noted 
that as a result of the 
SGR line from Nairobi to 
Mombasa, the country 
had recorded the highest 
bookings ever in Mom-
basa due to the ease of 
movement of people.

Uhuru went fur-
ther to state with SGR, 
service delivery had im-
proved significantly with 
a decongested Mombasa 
Port, reduced time for 
freight transportation 
and enhanced delivery 
of transit cargo.

In his words, “This 
Madaraka Express ser-
vice train, and activi-
ties at Nairobi inland 
container depot, has fa-
cilitated the handling of 
more than 6.8 million 
tonnes of cargo between 
Mombasa and Nairobi”.

The confident Presi-

dent added that there 
was no doubt that SGR 
was a game changer, as 
it had sparked develop-
ment of industrial parks, 
logistics and commercial 
hubs as well as special 
economic zones, which 
he said would attract fur-
ther foreign investments 
and boost business be-
tween Kenya and her 
neighbours.

Uhuru said “My 
administration will soon 
commence works on the 
restoration of the rail sec-
tion 2b that will extend to 
Malaba via Kisumu from 
Mombasa... Together, 
all these initiatives will 
improve, in a significant 
way, Kenya’s position 
in the World Bank ease 
of doing business index 
and therefore make our 
country the investment 
destination of choice”

While noted that his 
administration was open 
to creating ties with any 
other country as well, 
he confessed that Kenya 
seemed to have leaned 
more towards China for 
development projects.

“We will not only 
just work with China, we 
will work with the world, 
and that is the under-
standing that we have. 
Both our countries are 
firm believers in multi-
laterals, our ability to 
trade and invest across 
the world, without hin-
drance”.

“I believe we will 
continue to forge the ba-
sis of not only stronger 
partnership between Ke-
nya and China, but also 
much stronger Kenya-
China bond with the rest 
of the world, where all 
our people who are com-
mitted to multi-literalism 
share prosperity of a 
win-win situation,” he 
concluded.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Immediate past 
President, John Maha-
ma has stated that he is 
hopeful President Akufo-
Addo will hand over a 
peaceful Ghana in 2021.

In a statement on 
his Facebook page, the 
former President while 
expressing his gratitude 
to the people of Adidome 
for their support for 
the NDC over the years 
said: "At the Grand Dur-
bar to climax the Mafi 
Hogbetsotso Festival at 
Adidome on Saturday, I 
thanked the chiefs and 
people for their continu-
ous support for the Na-
tional Democratic Con-
gress (NDC) since 1992".

Being indifferent 
on what will happen at 
the end of Akufo-Addo’s 
tenure, Mahama noted 
that “I was also hope-
ful that, just as Presi-
dent Rawlings handed 
over a peaceful country 
to President Kufour and 
he did same by handing 
over a peaceful country 
to President Atta Mills; 
I took over and handed 
over a peaceful country 
to President Akufo-Ad-
do, he will hand over a 
peaceful country in Janu-
ary 2021”.

It would be recalled 
that Mahama had in 
October said he is on a 
mission to rescue Ghana 
from the abysmal per-
formance of the Akufo-

Addo government.
While noting that 

Ghana has been through 
a lot of upheavals under 
the current government, 
the former President 
averred that Ghanaians 
are more discerning now.

The former Presi-
dent had during a meet-
ing with party members 
in London said “I think 
that Ghanaians are 
more discerning now…
after what we’ve all 
gone through, any poli-
tician who comes dan-
gling promises before 
you, you’ll look at him 
twice…or, if any politi-
cian comes to you and 
says, Try me’, you’ll turn 
and run away".

He added that 
“And, so, times are not 
easy but we want to 
give our people hope, 
we’re on a rescue mis-
sion: to rescue the fate 
of our people in their 
democracy and we are 
starting that with the 
manifesto we’ll present; 
it’ll be a very practical 
manifesto that incorpo-
rates their concerns and 
we’ll work together and 
communicate to Ghana-
ians every step of the 
way, the implementation 
of that manifesto".

He concluded that 
“It will be a realistic 
manifesto to turn things 
around and start laying 
the foundation for the 
transformation of our 
country’s economy”. 

By Stanley Ugagbe

Former Algerian 
Prime Minister, Abdelmad-
jid Tebboune has emerged 
winner of the nation’s re-
cently concluded presiden-
tial election. 

The head of the coun-
try’s electoral commission 
said Tebboune, received 58 
per cent of the ballots cast 

to emerge winner of the 
keenly contested election.

The election was the 
first vote in Algeria since 
the military ousted long-
serving leader Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika in April after 
weeks of demonstrations 
against attempts to extend 
his two-decade rule.

According to reports, 
the poll was held despite 

calls by protesters for a 
boycott that kept voting 
stations empty in some 
parts of the country. The 
electoral commission said 
voter turnout was 40 per 
cent but there were no in-
dependent observers to 
verify the figures.

Following the decla-
ration, protesters stormed 
the streets to denounce the 

poll, describing the election 
as a sham intended to con-
tinue military rule behind 
a facade of civilian leader-
ship.

“There is a no presi-
dent, it’s a charade,” 
chanted protesters as they 
marched in the centre of 
Algiers. “God is great, we 
did not vote.”

Reports have it that 

the Algerian army has 
been the main arbiter of 
power in the political sys-
tem since the country’s in-
dependence from France in 
1962, choosing presidents 
and controlling key deci-
sions.

A retired railway em-
ployee, Hassan, referring to 
the country’s military elite, 
said “They have brought 
nothing good to the coun-
try since 1962, We will tri-
umph over them like . . . the 
Portuguese over Salazar”.

The newly elected 
President is seen as a re-
gime insider who served 
in various ministerial po-
sitions under Mr Boutef-
lika. Tebboune was sacked 
in 2017 after only three 
months as prime minis-
ter after a dispute with Ali 

Haddad, a powerful busi-
ness tycoon who was close 
to the former president.

Some analysts are 
of the view that will face 
a herculean task. In addi-
tion to widespread anger 
against the election and 
the regime, he will have to 
contend with a worsening 
economic crisis brought on 
by the fall in oil prices since 
2014.

Algeria is a major 
natural gas producer and 
derives 95 per cent of its 
foreign currency from the 
export of hydrocarbons. 
Falling prices have sharply 
reduced its reserves and 
restricted its ability to offer 
generous social handouts 
in a country where 28 per 
cent of youth are unem-
ployed.

By N.Ugoh

The leader of Economic 
Freedom Fighters (EFF) 

Julius Malema recently re-
vealed the party’s ambition 
of leading  the whole Afri-
can continent to economic 
freedom.

Malema made the 
revelation while speaking 
at the party’s recent second 
national people’s assembly 
which took place in Nasrec, 
south of Johannesburg. He 
explained that it was only 
a natural thing that eco-
nomic freedom came from 
the south.

During the assembly, 
Malema was re-elected as 
the party’s president along 
with the EFF’s top six lead-
ers.

Governing South Af-
rica may not be within the 
reach of the EFF  but hav-
ing a united Africa is part of 
the reasons the party was 
formed, as such, Malema 

wants the six-year-old or-
ganisation to have a pres-
ence in every African coun-
try.

Malema said: “Our 
vision is not these small-
minded things you’re think-
ing about; we want to lead 
Africa. We want a United 
States of Africa with one 
currency, economy, and ju-
diciary.”

EFF is the third largest 
party in South Africa with 
44 parliamentary seats and 
it is well represented in most 
municipals and metropolis.

The vision of the par-
ty seemed to be inspired by 
late Libyan leader Muam-
mar Gaddafi who first 
dreamt of a United States of 
Africa.

This plan could well 
be materialised with estab-
lishment of the party in Li-
beria, Malawi, and Namibia 
by thise who attended the 
party’s assembly from these 
countries.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Former President of Sudan, 
Omar Hassan al-Bashir 

has been convicted of money 
laundering and corruption, a 
verdict that few Sudanese 
expected a year ago when 
a massive populist revolt 
erupted.

Following the convic-
tion, the former authoritar-
ian ruler was sentenced to 
two years imprisonment. 
However, Bashir’s sentence 
of two years in a minimum-
security lockup is unlikely to 
appease many of the victims 
of his brutal, three-decade-
long rule, who are seeking 
justice for what they describe 
as atrocities committed by 
his security forces.

Remarking on the 
sentence, Jehanne Henry, 
a Human Rights Watch as-
sociate director who focuses 
on Sudan said “The trial for 
these charges of financial 
crimes does not address the 
human rights violations that 
so many Sudanese have ex-
perienced” 

“So, the sentence will 
not likely satisfy the many 
thousands of victims of 
abuses under al-Bashir’s 30-
year rule.”

It has been widely re-
ported that Bashir’s prosecu-
tion — as well as other judi-
cial cases against him — is 
seen as a test of whether 
Sudan can bring closure for 
the abuses endured by many 
citizens under his rule. Re-
ports also have it that it is a 
test of whether the nation’s 
political transition can move 
forward, despite the pres-
ence of Bashir’s loyalists in 
the government bureaucracy 
and society.

It was gathered that 
hundreds of his supporters 
stormed the streets near the 
presidential palace in the 
capital, Khartoum, ahead 
of the verdict. Troops and 
armored vehicles blocked 
roads and a heavy security 
presence was visible at the 
courthouse.

While delivering the 
judgment, the judge, Al-
Sadiq Abdelrahman said 
“The convict, Omar al-
Bashir, is consigned to a so-
cial reform facility for a pe-
riod of two years”.

According to reports, 
the former dictator is also 
wanted by the International 
Criminal Court on charges 
of war crimes and geno-
cide linked to government-
backed attacks in Sudan’s 
western Darfur region in the 
2000s. But the 75-year-old 
remained untouched despite 
the ICC arrest warrant, often 
taunting the international 
community by traveling in 
African and Middle Eastern 
nations without being de-
tained.

Bashir was also ac-

 Omar Hassan 
al-Bashir

cused of sponsoring terror-
ism during his rule. The ac-
cusation included harboring 
Osama bin Laden and play-
ing a role in the 1998 U.S. 
Embassy bombings in Kenya 
and Tanzania that killed 224 
people, including 12 Ameri-
cans, and the 2000 attack 
on the USS Cole in Aden, 
Yemen, that killed 17 U.S. 
sailors and injured 40 others.

Following that accusa-
tion, Sudan was slapped with 
U.S. sanctions and remains 
on the State Department’s 
list of state-sponsoring ter-
rorism.

It would be recalled 
that Sudanese protesters 
had a year ago stormed the 
streets, staging massive 
demonstrations and sit-ins 

against rising prices, food 
shortages and, by the end, 
Bashir’s iron-fisted rule. Tired 
of Bashir’s tyranny, Sudan’s 
military buckled to the pres-
sure and ousted him in April.

Sudanese law man-
dates that Bashir will spend 
his two-year sentence in a 
government correctional fa-
cility for elderly people con-
victed of non-death penalty 
crimes.

But the former authori-
tarian leader, who rose to 
power in a military coup in 
1989, is set to remain in jail 
because he faces a separate 
trial on charges of incitement 
and playing a role in the kill-
ing of protesters before he 
was toppled. 

Chairman of House 

Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Eliot L. Engel (D-N.Y.) tweet-
ed: “Justice has been an im-
portant demand of Sudanese 
citizens who ousted Bashir 
from power. However, he 
and many others still need 
to be held accountable for 
the three decades of atroci-
ties perpetrated against the 
people of Sudan.”

When the former Presi-
dent was arrested in April, 
millions of dollars, euros and 
other currencies were seized 
from his home. In August, 
Bashir told the court that the 
cash was mainly from $25 
million given to him by Sau-
di Arabia’s Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman. Some 
of the cash was distributed 
to a military hospital and a 

university.
During the judgment, 

the judge also ordered the 
confiscation of the millions 
found in Bashir’s home. But 
Bashir’s lawyer, Ahmed Ibra-
him al-Tahir, said that the 
ex-president plans to appeal 
the verdict.

Tahir said “The judge 
made the ruling based on 
political motives, but despite 
that we still have confidence 
in the Sudanese judiciary”.

As at the time of filing 
this report, Sudan’s transi-
tional government was yet 
to publicly say whether it 
will hand Bashir over to the 
ICC at The Hague. But Su-
dan’s military, a partner in 
the government, has said it 
would not extradite Bashir.

FLY JAMAICA SEEKS PROTECTION FROM BANKRUPTCY

CANADIAN COMPANY MAKES SIGNIFICANT CRUDE 
OIL DISCOVERY IN TRINIDAD

By Stanley Ugagbe

Alarmed by its present 
situation, Guyana-

based airline Fly Jamaica is 
seeking bankruptcy protec-
tion from its creditors in an 
attempt to stay in business 
or find a buyer. 

The company, found-
ed in 2013 by Guyana-born 
Paul Ronald Reece, his wife 
Roxanne and a group of 
Jamaican businessmen, 
the airline had aimed to fly 
between Norman Manley 
International Airport (KIN) 
in Kingston, Jamaica and 
several locations in North 
America.

Unfortunately, after 
several years of trying to 
get the airline established, 
the airline is looking to be 
in dire straits. This latest 
incident in the problematic 
airline’s history follows on 
from an event at the Cheddi 
Jagan International Airport 
(GEO) in 2018.

Recall that on Novem-
ber 9th, 2018, when taking 
off from Cheddi Jagan Inter-
national Airport in Guyana 
on route to Toronto Pearson 
International Airport (YYZ) 
in Canada, Fly Jamaica 
flight number 256 reported 
a hydraulic problem.

Reports had it that the 
pilot of the aircraft, a Boe-
ing 757-23N registration 
N524AT, aborted his climb 
and returned to Cheddi Ja-

gan International Airport 
where he made an emer-
gency landing.

The reports further 
revealed that unfortunately 
for the 118 passengers and 
crew, the aircraft overran 
the runway and crashed 
into a perimeter fence, se-
verely damaging the right-
hand main landing gear 
and the No. 2 engine.

In lieu of that ugly 
incident, six passengers 
were reportedly injured and 
taken to hospital for treat-
ment. Several days later, an 
86-year-old female passen-
ger died due to injuries sus-
tained during the landing.

Following the devel-
opment, the airline laid off 
all its employees the fol-
lowing March and they 
failed to recover from the 
incident, particularly as it 
grounded its only plane.

Fly Jamaica trustee, 
Wilfred Baghaloo in an in-
terview with Jamaica daily 
newspaper, The Gleaner, 
succinctly averred the air-
line had filed for bankrupt-
cy in an attempt to seek 
protection from its credi-
tors.

The Gleaner disclosed 
that Fly Jamaica filed for 
bankruptcy protection on 
October 29th, 2019, add-
ing that the airline is now 
putting together a proposal 
that will be put to a credi-
tor’s vote.

Fly Jamaica agent 
Marlon Murdock while 
talking to The Gleaner, said 
“The process now is that, 
since Fly Jamaica has filed 
a notice of intention, they 
had an initial 30 days to 
put together a proposal that 
they were going to present 
to creditors, who will then 
vote on it so that they can 
either accept or reject.”

The agent also clari-
fied that Fly Jamaica had 
been given an extension on 
the votes timetable which 
will now take place on Jan-
uary 14th, 2020.

The airline’s agent 
also disclosed that Fly Ja-
maica has a list of 259 
creditors who are owed a 
total of $21.86 million.

 Murdock said “What 
we were given by the 
 company is a list of credi-
tors that were in existence 
on the day the company 
filed. What we want is for 
those who are creditors to 
submit claims against the 
 company, and they can do 
that by emailing me”.

He revealed that at 
one point, a prospective 
buyer planned to get the 
airline operational by Sep-
tember 2019 but that deal 
fell through and the debts 
started piling up.

Murdock said “They 
weren’t operating so there 
was no revenue coming in; 
so, they needed some time 

to put together a proposal”.
“Since they had the 

accident in Guyana they 
had a class action suit that 
was about to be filed against 
them, so they realized that 
they needed the time to get 
something done.”

Delineating on the de-
velopment, Murdock said 
that Fly Jamaica, at the 
time of the proposed take-
over, still had some value. 
But the longer it dragged 
on, the less there would be 
for the creditors to claim 
when the airline was liqui-
dated.

He said “Most likely, 
the creditors would end up 
getting less than they would 
get that if the company had 
time to put together a pro-
posal which would likely 
include finding new inves-
tors to pump some funds 
into the company”.

“Recognising that 
they needed that time to 
put together that  proposal – 
and they asked us to act as 
trustees – our role is really 
to guide in helping them to 
prepare the proposal and 
to assist them when they 
have to negotiate with in-
vestors.”

The airline’s agent 
concluded that Fly Jamaica 
would need to find new 
capital from an outside in-
vestor if the airline was to 
have any chance of flying 
again.

By Stanley Ugagbe

In a development that 
has been adjudged a sig-

nificant discovery which 
exceeded expectations, 
Calgary-based Touchstone 
Exploration Inc. said it has 
unearthed onshore oil in 
Trinidad and Tobago.

The development as 
disclosed to newsmen was 
made in Touchstone’s Cas-
cadura-1ST1 well on the 
Ortoire exploration block.

continued on p(42)
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1. Take ½ of 60 from 1/3 of 90

2. Add 3 times 5 to a quarter of 20

3. What time is 30 minutes later than 2:40pm?

4. What must be added to 2.6 to make 3.3?

5. How many 500 ml bottles can be filled from a can that holds 6 liters of milk

6. How many minutes are in 2½  hours

7. Which of these has the most value?  0.38,  0.45 or  0.082
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YOUTH CORNER
Your Children need your PRESENCE more than your PRESENTS” – Jesse Jackson

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR FANS.
We thank you for you support. Be safe!

See you in 2020
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WORD SEARCH 
Find these 20 - airport associated words below

Q & A

Oluchi Ugoh

a)

b)

TELEPHONE SCRAMBLE
BY DIVINE CHIMSOM UGOH

air hostess
arrivals
lounge
check in
baggage
take off
landing
runway
cabin
crew
departures
jet
luggage
passport
pilot
hangar
boardingcard
aeroplane
control tower 
aviation

 

p a s s p o r t t s o n p a s s a i r b 
f r a n a p o r t o i m m x c y g h i o 
q q m f e z y w w k k l e t u i o k c a 
b x v c r n g k c o n t r o l t o w e r 
a i r h o s t e s s x c q z d e p r o d 
g r a a p o h a s t e l o u e n j k l i 
g n o w l c a b i l l o t u p x z c k n 
a c c o a v a n t k o l l l a n d i n g 
g x x o n b u s c u u q u e r a m p e c 
e n g i e s e a t i n g g u t h j o l a 
c h a s e l a n d i g l u e u b a t o r 
a v i a t i o n d a e s t e r m m o a d 
r y p c v b m s g s z c a n e r a g l e 
c o w s j i l e l v v b o s s i n h d d 
x x e l k p t a k e o f f d d a x z d f 
e e r t g b v c m a t f o l h d o o o p 
s a c a b i n y e t h g k n b x w w q i 
z c x o r q a s f g a t e l a n d f i l 
s t a r p o r t s t r u n w a y m a y o 
b b a i r p o r t d r m n o b b a j e t 
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THE LEGEND OF SANTA 
CLAUS OR FATHER 

CHRISTMAS

Have you ever 
wondered who Santa 
Claus really is and 
how he came to be? If 
yes then you need to 
read this:

The name of the 
character that is to-
day known to us in 
some parts of the 
world as Santa Claus, 
St. Nicholas  and as 
Father Christmas in 
some other parts can 
be traced to a monk 
named Nicholas, who 
was born sometime in 
the 280A.D. in Patara, 
near Myra in modern 
day Turkey. 

Nicholas was 
much admired for his 
piety and kindness, 
and countless sto-
ries of how he gave 
away his wealth and 
travelled through the 
country side helping 
the poor and the sick 
were passed down 
from generations turn-
ing him into a legend.

A very popular 
story of him was told 
of how he saved three 
poor sisters from being 
sold into slavery by 
their father by paying 
their dowries so they 
could be married.

St Nicholas fame 
spread and upon his 
death he became 
known as the protec-
tor saint of children 
and sailors.  His feast 
day day is celebrated 

on the 6th of every 
December which was 
the day he was be-
lieved to have died.

St Nicholas ‘popu-
larity reached America 
towards the end of the 
18th century in De-
cember 1773 when 
Dutch families report-
edly gathered to hon-
our his death.

The name Santa 
Claus was believed 
to have evolved from 
his nick name, Sinter 
Klaas.

As his promi-
nence grew, Sinter 
Klaas was described 
as everything from 
a ‘rascal’ with a blue 
three – cornered hat, 
red waistcoat, and a 
yellow stockings to a 
man wearing a broad 
– brimmed hat and a 
‘’huge pair of Fleming 
trunk hose’’

The Salvation 
Army is believed to 
have played a promi-
nent role in the popu-
larity of Santa Claus as 
we know him today as 
they began dressing 
up unemployed men 
in Santa Claus suit 
in 1890 and sending 
them into the streets of 
New York ringing bells 
to solicit donations to 
provide free Christmas 
meals for needy fami-
lies.
Source: 
www.history.com

1- In which modern country are the 
ruins of Troy?

a) Turkey           b) Iran  
c) Azerbaijan

2- How many gallons are in a barrel 
of crude oil?

a) 44  b) 52  c) 42

3- Who was American first billionaire?
  
         a) John D. Rockefeller  
b) Koch Brothers  c) Oprah Winfrey

4- Who ruled Guyana before indepen-
dence?

a) United State  b) France  
c) Britain

5- Which country was once known as 
German South West Africa?

a) Namibia  b) Zambia  
c) Ghana

6- On which mountain did Moses re-
ceive the Ten commandments

a) Mount Serbal  b)Mount Horeb 
c) Sinai

BOOK OF THE MONTH
DREAMERS

By Yuyi Morales

When your pas-
sion and determi-
nation takes you 
above and beyond 
your past and weak-
nesses. An amazing 
story of dexterity.

In 1994, Yuyi 
Morales left her 
home in Xalapa, 
Mexico and came to 
the US with her in-

fant son.

She’s mastered 
the art of living in 
an environment far 
away from home.

Dreamers de-
scribes what mi-
grants bring with 
them when they 
leave their homes. 
It's a story about 
family. 

And it's a story 
to remind us that 
we are all dreamers, 
bringing our own 
gifts wherever we 
roam. Dreamers is a 

true life story of in-
dividuals who learn 
to stay ahead in new 
territories but keep 
beautiful memories of 
their origins.

CAN YOU SOLVE THESE?

GIVEN THAT X = 4, AND Y =3, USE THE EXAMPLE BELOW 
TO FIND THE VALUE OF THE FOLLOWING

Example:   (9 x 4) ÷  (3 x 3) = 4   9x   y2      

                      

 
  4 

answers on page (43)
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BUSINESS
VISA BUYS NIGERIAN ‘UNICORN’ 
INTERSWITCH’S STAKE

US COMPANY SURPRISES 
EMPLOYEES WITH $10M 
CHRISTMAS BONUSES

HALLMARK REINSTATES GAY MARRIAGE ADS

‘BATA’ IS BACK IN NIGERIA, OPENS A N350 MILLION FACTORY INSTAGRAM PROHIBITS INFLUENCERS 
FROM PROMOTING VAPING PRODUCTS

AMAZON FILES LAWSUIT TO CHALLENGE 
PENTAGON’S AWARD OF $10 BILLION 
CONTRACT TO MICROSOFT

SNC FINED $280M

UK’S CINEWORLD TO BUY CANADA’S 
CINEPLEX FOR $2.1B

FIAT CHRYSLER, PSA GROUP 
ENTER $50B MERGER

Visa Inc will buy an 
important minor-

ity stake in Nigerian 
payments processing 
platform Interswitch. 
Both companies said 
in a recent statement 
that this will create 
“an instant acceptance 
network across Africa” 
that will aid expan-
sion. 

Interswitch and 
Visa are yet to pro-
vide financial details 
but Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that 
Visa would buy a 20% 
stake for $200 million.

That would in-
crease Interswitch’s 
worth to $1 billion and 
give it “unicorn” sta-
tus - a term for tech 
outfits with a valua-
tion of greater than 
or equal to one billion 
dollars.

With this devel-
opment, Visa will join 

IFC, Helios Investment 
Partners and TA As-
sociates as the major 
shareholders in Inter-
switch.

Visa’s regional 
President for Europe, 
the Middle East and 
Africa Andrew Toree 
said that Africa is a 
“priority region” for 
the company.

Founded in 2002 
by Mitchell Elegbe, 
Interswitch also is the 
owner of Verve (the 
biggest domestic debit 
card scheme in Africa) 
and Quickteller, a pay-
ments platform which 
enables bill payments, 
money transfers and 
mobile and internet air 
time purchases. 

By Stanley Ugagbe

Days after Hall-
mark parent com-

pany, Crown Media 
Family Networks 
faced calls for view-
ers and advertisers to 
boycott its television 
channel, the media 
station is reversing 
its decision to pull ad-
vertisements featur-
ing same-sex couples 
and apologizing for 
removing them in the 
first place.

Recall that the 
ads, from online wed-
ding planning com-
pany Zola, showed 
same-sex couples cel-
ebrating marriages.

Reports revealed 
that Hallmark re-
moved the ads after 
conservative group, 
One Million Moms 
created a targeted 
campaign calling on 
the network to re-
move the ads and ban 
other content show-
ing same-sex couples.

According to its 
original statement, 
Hallmark said it pulled 
the ads because the 
“debate surrounding 
these commercials on 
all sides was distract-
ing from the purpose 
of our network, which 
is to provide enter-
tainment value.”

Following the re-
moval, the company 
received several criti-
cisms. Celebrities like 

Ellen DeGeneres and 
William Shatner criti-
cized the move and 
the hashtag #Boy-
cottHallmarkChannel 
was trending on Twit-
ter at one point.

In lieu of the criti-
cisms, Hallmark opt-
ed to withdraw their 
decision and reinstate 
the ads. President and 
CEO Mike Perry said 
the company made 
the “wrong decision” 
and wants to reinstate 
the commercials.

CEO Perry says 
that Hallmark will 
reach out to Zola to 
“reestablish our part-
nership and reinstate 
the commercials.” He 
added that the com-
pany will also work 
with the advocacy or-
ganization GLAAD to 
“better represent” the 
LGBTQ community 
across its brands.

In his words, Per-
ry said “Across our 
brand, we will con-
tinue to look for ways 
to be more inclusive 
and celebrate our dif-
ferences”.

Lamenting on the 
development, Perry 
said “The Crown Me-
dia team has been ag-
onizing over this de-
cision as we’ve seen 
the hurt it has unin-
tentionally caused. 
Said simply, they 
believe this was the 
wrong decision”.

He continued 
that “Our mission is 
rooted in helping all 
people connect, cel-
ebrate traditions, and 
be inspired to capture 
meaningful moments 
in their lives. Any-
thing that detracts 
for this purpose is not 
who we are”.

The Hallmark’s 
boss added that “As 
the CEO of Hallmark, 
I am sorry for the hurt 
and disappointment 
this has caused.”

Before the rever-
sal, Zola said earlier 
that the ads pulled 
were among sev-
eral similar commer-
cials slated to run on 
Hallmark and that 
“the only difference 
between the com-
mercials that were 
flagged and the ones 
that were approved” 
is that the flagged 
ads included a les-
bian couple kissing. 
The company said a 
commercial featuring 
a heterosexual couple 
kissing was approved.

Zola’s Chief Mar-
keting Officer Mike 
Chi had told CNN 
Business that “We 
were deeply troubled 
when Hallmark reject-
ed our commercials 
for featuring a lesbi-
an couple celebrating 
their marriage”.

Upon the rever-
sal, Zola said it was 

relieved that the deci-
sion to pull them had 
been reversed. In an 
email to The Associat-
ed Press, the compa-
ny said it would be in 
touch with Hallmark 
“regarding a potential 
return to advertising.”

The statement 
from the company’s 
marketing officer, 
Mike Chi said “We are 
humbled by everyone 
who showed support 
not only for Zola, but 
for all LGBTQ couples 
and families who ex-
press their love on 
their wedding day, 
and every day”.

On their part, 
the LGBT advocacy 
group GLAAD also 
expressed relief at 
the reversal. Its CEO, 
Sarah Kate Ellis, said 
Hallmark’s “decision 
to correct its mistake 
sends an important 
message to LGBTQ 
people and represents 
a major loss for fringe 
organizations like One 
Million Moms, whose 
sole purpose is to hurt 
families like mine.”

According to re-
ports, Zola had sub-
mitted six ads, with 
four including a les-
bian couple. After 
Hallmark pulled those 
ads, but not two fea-
turing only opposite-
sex couples, Zola 
withdrew its remain-
ing ads.

By Stanley Ugagbe

In a development that has 
been adjudged a major 

comeback in Nigeria, fa-
mous shoe manufacturer, 
Bata has launched a new 
factory worth N350 million 
in the Federal Capital Ter-
ritory, Abuja, to aid local 
production of footwear in 
Nigeria.

According to an ex-
ecutive of the company, 
Tobe Eze, who disclosed the 
development during the of-
ficial visit of some officials 
of Standard Organisation of 
Nigeria to the facility, the 
brand returned to the coun-
try last April when it import-
ed some shoes.

Delineating on the de-
velopment, Tobe who spoke 
on behalf of the stakehold-
ers noted that Bata is a com-

pany which was involved in 
the manufacturing of shoe 
accessories in the 60s and 
70s but left the country in 
the 80s due to change of 
policies.

Fielding questions 
from newsmen at the com-
pany’s outlet in Abuja, Tobe 
succinctly averred that the 
company will employ 128 
youths in the Abuja plant, 
adding that that six were 
already undergoing training.

He said “We are part 
of the business owners that 
brought Bata back to Nige-
ria; Bata was in the coun-
try from the 60s but left 
around the 80s; for now, we 
are proud to be associated 
with this brand and we just 
opened a shop in Abuja.

“We are setting up a 
shoe plant and an industrial 
park in Abuja with $1m; by 

June, we will have all the 
brands been produced here 
in Nigeria and employ 128 
Nigerian youths to manage 
the production in the shoe 
factory; six are already un-
dergoing training.”

The Bata official added 
that the company had put in 
place management and a lot 
of systems to ensure that the 

business continues to exist 
in the country.

What this connotes is 
that the shoemaker that left 
Nigeria in the 80’s has re-
turned to the most populous 
black nation and is expected 
to generate employment for 
the teeming youth while the 
internally generated revenue 
would also witness a boost.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Employees of Unit-
ed States’ St. John 

Properties Real Estate 
Firm were recently 
forced to leave their 
mouths wide open in 
awe surprise during 
the company’s end 
of year party as the 
founder and chairman 
of the agency, Edward 
St. John unexpectedly 
splashed $10m Christ-
mas bonuses on them.

According to the 
company, the $10 
million was divided 
among its 198 to cel-
ebrate “its goal of de-
veloping 20 million 
square feet of property 
in eight states”.

In his remarks, 
the company’s boss 
said, “Everybody is 
important in this com-
pany, and everybody 
performs in this com-
pany. They really do. 
And I gotta tell you, 
you’re all participating 
in a bonus, based on 
the number of years of 

$10 million.”
While praising his 

employees, the found-
er who was beamed 
with happiness, said 
“I’m thankful for ev-
ery one of our em-
ployees for their hard 
work and dedication. I 
couldn’t think of a bet-
ter way to show it.’’

And in a state-
ment, Edward said, 
“To celebrate the 
achievement of our 
goal, we wanted to 
reward our employ-
ees in a big way that 
would make a signifi-
cant impact on their 
lives.”

Edward noted 
that “I steer the boat 
but they’re the ones 
who run the boat,” 
adding that “Without 
the team, we are noth-
ing. We are absolutely 
nothing.”

For that reason, 
the employees were 
given bonuses aver-
aging $50,000 with 
some over $250,000. 
It was solely based on 

each workers’ years of 
service.

The overwhelmed 
employees who were 
in total shock ex-
pressed gratitude to 
the founder of the 
company. 

In the party’s 
video as obtained by 
newsmen, one em-
ployee said “It is life-
changing”.

“Now is every-
one excited about 
the surprise?” Larry 
Maykrantz, the com-
pany’s president, 
asked the crowd to 
an eruption of cheers. 
“All of us have hit a 
major milestone. We 

hit 20 million square 
feet in our portfolio, 
worth $3.5 billion.”

Account payable 
specialist, Danielle 
Valenzia said “What 
happened tonight 
was magical,” adding 
that “It is life-chang-
ing. It is, it’s really 
amazing. That is so 
generous.”

Established in 
1971 by Edward St. 
John, St. John Proper-
ties has evolved from 
a small, local real es-
tate developer into 
one of the largest and 
most successful pri-
vately held commer-
cial real estate firms 

in the Mid-Atlantic 
region.

Since 1998, the 
private Edward St. 
John Foundation has 
doled out more than 
US$60 million in 
grants to formal edu-
cation programs.

The company, in 
its official site stated 
that “Our real estate 
investments are val-
ued at more than 3.5 
billion dollars, and we 
proudly serve over 
2,200 clients across 
eight states including 
Maryland, Colorado, 
Louisiana, Nevada, 
Pennsylvania, Utah, 
Virginia and Wiscon-

sin.
“Since 1971, our 

portfolio has grown to 
more than 20 million 
square feet of real es-
tate consisting of class 
‘A’ office, flex/R&D, 
retail, warehouse and 
residential units. We 
continue to expand 
our portfolio, explore 
new markets and con-
stantly evaluate new 
business opportuni-
ties”.

It currently has 
branches in Maryland, 
Virginia, Colorado, 
Louisiana, Nevada, 
Pennsylvania, Utah, 
and Wisconsin, ac-
cording to the reports.

By D.Forrester

Amazon.com Inc. 
has filed a lawsuit 

to challenge the Penta-
gon’s award of a $10 
billion cloud contract 
to major competitor 
Microsoft Corp.

The company filed 
the suit in the United 
States Court of Federal 
Claims, not long after 
it indicated it would 
officially  protest the 
decision of the gov-
ernment and recom-
mended the contract 
for the Joint Enterprise 
Defense Infrastruc-
ture project (JEDI) was 
awarded on political 
motivations. Amazon 
Web Services was ini-
tially considered for 
the deal, in part due 

to the fact that it had 
built cloud services for 
the CIA plus the fact 
that it is the market 
leader.

While reacting to 
the lawsuit filed, Ama-
zon spokesman Drew 
Herdener said: “It’s 
critical for our country 
that the government 
and its elected lead-
ers administer pro-
curements objectively 
and in a manner that 
is free from political 
influence. Numerous 
aspects of the JEDI 
evaluation process 
contained clear defi-

ciencies, errors, and 
unmistakable bias -- 
and it’s important that 
these matters be ex-
amined and rectified.”

Microsoft did not 
respond immediately 
to an email message 
demanding comment. 
The deal was landed 
few weeks ago.

The court case is 
the second case that 
involves the polemical 
cloud contract, further 
stalling a technology 
program the Defense 
Department has 
termed important to its 
modernization. Also, 
Oracle Corp. is appeal-
ing a July ruling from 
the U.S. Court of Fed-
eral Claims that nulli-
fied its legal challenge 
to the cloud contract.

By Stanley Ugagbe

The duo of Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles and Peu-

geot maker PSA Group have 
finally ended the lingering 
speculations as they have 
reached a binding combina-
tion agreement that would 
create the world’s fourth-
largest automaker.

Both companies 
pledged to keep their plants 
operational after the $50 
billion merger is complete 

though analysts predict-
ed earlier this year that a 
merger could result in fewer 
brands and models. The 
deal still needs final ap-
proval from regulators.

According to infor-
mation made available to 
newsmen, the merger, un-
der which each company 
would own a 50% stake, is 
expected to take 12 to 15 
months to complete. Recall 
that a preliminary deal was 
announced some weeks 

ago.
Official records re-

vealed that it is the largest 
automaker deal since Daim-
ler acquired Chrysler in 
1998. It was gathered that 
the new company, which 
does not yet have a name, 
would have a market value 
of about $50 billion.

Fielding questions 
from newsmen, PSA chief 
executive officer, Carlos 
Tavares had said “The 

continued on p(42)

By Stanley Ugagbe

The lingering case at the 
Montreal court house 

causing headaches for the 
Federal Liberal Government 
has finally come to an end 
as a division of SNC-Lava-
lin has admitted it commit-
ted a crime while operating 
in Libya.

Represented by law-
yer François Fontaine, the 
company pleaded guilty to 
committing fraud “against 
various Libyan authorities” 
during a hearing before 
Quebec Court Judge Claude 
Leblanc.

In lieu of that, SNC-
Lavalin Construction Inc. 
was sentenced to pay a 

$280-million fine over a 
five-year period and to 
three years of probation.

According to the joint 
recommendation, SNC-La-
valin Construction Inc. will 
be required to present re-
ports as evidence it is com-
plying with anti-corruption 
laws as it continues to do 
business during the proba-
tionary period.

However, by plead-
ing guilty to fraud, and not 
the bribery charges it also 
faced, the company can 
continue to bid on construc-
tion projects.

It would be recalled 
that last year, the con-
struction told the federal 
government to negotiate 

a remediation agreement. 
But its request was turned 
down by Justice Minister 
Jody Wilson-Raybould, set-
ting off a series of events 
that plagued the Trudeau 
government and led to the 
minister’s resignation.

Rather than going 
through the federal govern-
ment’s remediation process, 
the beleaguered company 
opted for a facilitation pro-
cess, with both sides in 
closed-door meetings with a 
judge with the goal of sav-
ing the public from a costly 
and time-consuming trial.

According to reports, 
more than 100 RCMP in-
vestigators and several

continued on p(42)

By Stanley Ugagbe

The management of Cine-
world has disclosed that 

the company will buy Cana-
dian rival Cineplex in a deal 
that would make the UK 
cinema group the biggest in 
North America by number of 
screens.

According to the an-
nouncement, Cineworld 
Group will buy the Canada’s 
Cineplex for $2.1 billion, in-
cluding debt. The disclosure 
further revealed that the UK 
cinema group offered to buy 
Toronto-based Cineplex for 
C$34 ($25.56) per share, a 
premium of 42% to the Ca-

nadian firm’s closing price of 
C$24.01. 

This development 
comes nearly two years after 
Cineworld bought US-based 
Regal cinemas for $3.6 bil-
lion in February 2018.

In lieu of the devel-
opment as revealed by the 
company, it will add 165 
cinemas and 1,695 screens 
to the company’s existing 
global network of 9,498 
screens across 786 sites. 

Remarking on the 
development, Cineworld 
Chairman, Anthony Bloom 
said “Going forward, our 
immediate post-acquisition 
objectives will be to combine 

Cineplex with our US busi-
ness”.

The organization also 
disclosed that its largest 
shareholder Global City The-
atres has agreed to vote in 
favour of the deal and that 
it expects about $130m of 
annual pretax cost savings 
by the end of financial year 
2021.

Analyst at Canaccord 
Genuity, Nigel Parson said 
Cineworld was “determined 
to be predator rather than 
prey” as the industry con-
solidates in the face of com-
petition from big-spending 
streaming platforms.

continued on p(42)

By N.Ugoh

Instagram has announced 
it is banning “branded 

content that promotes 
goods such as vaping, to-
bacco products and weap-
ons” and that ban will 
commence “in the coming 
weeks”.

Instagram and Face-
book have already banned 
regular advertisements 
for tobacco products from 
brand accounts, but com-
panies up till now have 
been able to convert an in-
fluencer’s post to sponsored 
advertisement content. 

However, concerns 
about teen vaping and cur-
rent deaths traceable to the 
practice has brought about 
more thorough scrutiny of 
the industry globally. Re-

cently, Canada’s Minister of 
Health proposed to ban both 
the advertising and promo-
tion of vaping products on-
line and in public spaces. 

This development 
came as a major blow to 
influencers whose earn in-
come via posting sponsored 
tutorials, photos and re-
viewing of vaping products 
on Instagram.

The Instagram an-
nouncement came the same 
day British Advertising Stan-
dards Authority (ASA) pro-
hibited tobacco companies 
from promoting e-cigarettes 
on social media sites, follow-
ing a thorough investigation 
into their Instagram posts.

According to Insta-
gram spokesperson, the de-
cision is not related to ASA’s 
move.
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Starting the year with God is a perfect beginning. Don’t miss out on this soul inspiring books as tonic for the year. Learn to love, forgive and of course, learn to read and study. 
Happy New Year to you. Stay blessed

RELIGIOUS BOOKS 
EDITOR’S PICK 

FICTION & NON FICTION BOOKS

SOURCE: AMAZON.COM

BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE TORONTO & MISSISSAUGA PUBLIC LIBRARIES

BOOKS - EDITOR’S PICK
FICTION & NON FICTION BOOKS

BUSINESS

Dangote’s Ten 
Commandments on 
Money: Lessons on 

how to make Money 
from one of the 

world’s richest men 
By Peter Anozike

CRIME

The Guardians: 
A Novel 

By John Grisham

The 
Institution

By Stephen King

ROMANCE

Equivalent 
Exchange 

(Night Shift) 
Kindle Edition 

By Christina C. Jones 

A Weekend Affair 
Kindle Edition

By Nika Michelle

Joyful Noise: 
The Hot Mess 
Choir Kindle 

Edition
By She Nell 

Chased 
Kindle 
Edition

By Lakisha Johnson 

Love Despite: 
A Christian 

Romance
By Michelle Stimpson 

and Gina Johnson 

Love Delivered: 
A Christian 

Romance: Faith 
in Love Book 4By 

By Gina Johnson

Life Without 
Lack: Living in 
the Fullness of 

Psalm 23 
By Dallas Willard 

It’s a new year and just as you are super-excited to witness it, we hope and pray for a fulfilling year ahead. Start your year with knowledge and rule your world. Check out the amazing 
line-ups we’ve got for you. Happy New Year filled with love and joy

TO THE RESCUE
SAY NO TO CORRUPTION

A lot of people be-
lieve Dangote be-

came successful on a 
platter of gold. On the 
contrary, the guiding 
principles surrounding 
Africa’s richest man’s 
success story can pro-
pel young business 
men who possesses 
entrepreneurial vibes. 

The principles are 
divided into 10 for 
young entrepreneurs 
to understand them 
very well and then be 

A dead lawyer, no 
clues, no witness-

es, no one with a mo-
tive. But the police soon 
came to suspect Quincy 
Miller, a young black 
man who was once a cli-
ent of Russo’s. 

Quincy was tried, 
convicted, and sent 
to prison for life. For 
twenty-two years he 
languished in prison, 
maintaining his in-
nocence.  But no one 
was listening.  He is 
facing individuals 
who will never want 

Between Black 
and White 

By Robert Bailey 

Bocephus Haynes’s 
father was brutally 

murdered by ten local 
members of the Ku Klux 
Klan back in 1966. But 
when Andy Walton, the 
leader of the lynch mob 
forty-five years earlier, 
ends up murdered in the 
same spot as Bo’s father, 
Bo becomes the prime 
suspect.

A courtroom clash 
ensues between McMur-
trie and his partner, Rick 
Drake, who must defend 
Bo on charges of capital 
murder while hunting for 
Andy Walton’s true killer.

Luke Ellis’s parents 
were gruesomely 

murdered even as Luke 
will wake up at The Insti-
tute, in a room that looks 
just like his own, except 
there’s no window. Kali-
sha, Nick, George, Iris, 
and ten-year-old Avery 
Dixon were other kids 
with special talents here. 

Punishment is 
brutal and “if you get 
in, you are never out.”

Keris Bradford’s 
entire life is 

crumbling and Lak-
en in her life isn’t 
changing anything. 

For Keris, Laken 
is comfort and risk 
wrapped in one very 
appealing package. 
It’s like having salt 
in one’s mouth and 
fart at the same time. 

How do you split 
one and keep the 
other?

Brannen and Nia’s 
relationship wasn’t 

expected to end good. 
Brannen, a sexy 

drug cartel king whose 
wife, Nova, is about to 
go her way. Nia hopes 
that she can escape 
with everything not 
knowing that Nova 
will do anything, just 
anything for her man.

God isn’t in the 
midst of mess, but 

when we have to deal 
with different indi-
viduals in the church, 
what do we need to do 
to stay on course?

Deidra Jones, the 
wife of beloved Pastor 
Myron Jones must pull 
together four choirs 
that hate each other 
for her husband’s Pas-
tor’s anniversary. 

A playboy, a 
woman struggling to 
keep her child alive 
and another who 
wants to pull down 
Deidra and the choir. 
Is Deidra safe?

By Pastor Dele Dada

“Now the next 
point is the most impor-
tant sub-topic I want to 
discuss this afternoon. 
It is the most relevant 
to your age. It is called 
Focus. Focus directs 
your talent. No amount 
of talent you have if 
you have no focus in 
life you will be a waste. 
I agree that today many 
of you face a lot more 
distraction than when 
we were growing up. 
When I was growing up 
in the sixties only few 
people have Radios in 
their homes. In the sev-
enties only few people 
had black and white 
television. No emails. 

Even as recent as year 
2000 when I went to 
South Africa for a con-
ference and I asked a 
lady for her email, she 
told me that is another 
distraction coming to 
this generation. Time 
has proved her right. 
No Internet, no tele-
phones, no text mes-
saging, no flat screen 
TV, no iPads, iPods, 
iPhones, smart phones, 
itunes, Facebook, Twit-
ter, LinkedIn and no 
video games. I remem-
ber one of the Federal 
Ministers in 1984 say-
ing telephone was only 
for the rich in Nigeria. 
While all these high 
tech gadgets have their 
place in history they 

are source of major dis-
traction. In those days 
we only watched Holly-
wood and Indian mov-
ies, today the story has 
changed, Hollywood, 
Bollywood, Nollywood 
Gollywood, You Tube, 
Satellite Cables, Afri-
can Magic has occupied 
and dominated the air-
waves forming a major 
distraction. Possession 

of talent without focus 
is a waste. Stay focused 
on results. Focus on the 
present. Don’t let yes-
terday hijack your at-
tention. Set goals and 
focus on what you want 
to become. It was Paul 
again who said ‘Breth-
ren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended; 
but this one thing I do 
forgetting those things 
which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto 
those things which are 
before, I press towards 
the mark for the high 
calling.’ Paul was very 
talented but he was us-
ing his talent for wrong 
purposes. He was con-
spiring, aiding and 
abetting murder. But 
he met Jesus and his 
life was turned around 
and his focus on things 
that were honest and 

of good report, directed 
his talent. Determine 
what you want to be 
and discipline your-
self to pursue your vi-
sion. For those who 
are Christians one of 
the greatest teachers 
of the world once said. 
‘And from the days of 
John the Baptist until 
the present time, the 
kingdom of heaven 
has endured violent as-
sault, and violent men 
seize it by force.’ Have 
a dream and focus on 
it. You want to be an 
Engineer, a Medical 
Doctor, an Accountant, 
choose a discipline and 
focus on it with an iron 
will. Things don’t just 
happen, they are made 
to happen.

“Yes sir” chorused 
most of the students.

able to put them into 
practice. Dangote’s 
aim in doing this is to 
help produce more of 
his kind so as to fast-

him out of prison. 
Quincy was des-

perate. He wrote 
to Cullen Post who 
fights wrongful con-
victions and take on 
clients forgotten by 
the system. 

track Nigeria’s devel-
opment.

No one should be 
hunted by the 

past, not even those 
called to ministry. We 
have a safe haven if 
we are tired of the 
pursuit.

Magnolia is 
a 32-year-old fe-
male asked to lead a 
church in Tennessee.

Magnolia is be-
ing chased by her 
past.

Despite trying so 
hard, she cannot out-
run it.

But she’s tired. 
She stops running, 
but will her fears dis-
appear?

The price of Faith is 
what many don’t 

like talking about. 
However, its not as 
costly as we think.

Blaise loves his 
wife, an amazing 
banker but with se-
crets of the past. 

Faith’s best friend, 
Kya, finds herself in 
the middle of Faith 
& Blaise’s marital is-
sues and her loyalty is 
turned.

For love to grow, 
they certainly require 
new wine and do away 
with the third party.

The price of Faith is 
what many don’t 

like talking about. 
However, it’s not as 
costly as we think.

Blaise loves his 
wife, an amazing 
banker but with se-
crets of the past. 

Faith’s best friend, 
Kya, finds herself in 
the middle of Faith 
& Blaise’s marital is-
sues and her loyalty is 
turned.

For love to grow, 
they certainly require 
new wine and do away 
with the third party. 

Only Tithes 
Will Tell

By Candice “ORDERED 
STEPS” Johnson 

How do you obey 
God’s Word when 

it doesn’t seem cool? 
Well, its not really 
about you. Until you 
learn that God’s way 
isn’t our ways, you’ll 
miss out on the ulti-
mate promise.

Lennox O’Day 
doesn’t think his 
predicament is due 
to disobeying God’s 
word. Convincing her 
husband is even more 
difficult.

Unlocking the 
power of per-

haps, the most popu-
lar Psalm for abun-
dance.

Living a life 
without fear is pos-
sible. You can over-
come the fear of 
death, the fear of the 
future and life itself, 
man or woman etc. 

“The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not 
want.... I will fear no 
evil.” The psalmist 
claims to live without 
any need and with-
out any fear. How is 
that possible? When 

we live with the un-
derstanding of the 
scripture, we live a 
victorious Christian 
life.

The students seem 
to be waking up from 
their slumber. “The 
next topic is Prepara-
tion. Mr. Bassey de-
clared. “Preparation 
positions your talent. 
Unpreparedness gets 
you out of position. Let 
me share a recent expe-
rience I have with you. 
Because I have heard 
some of you are say-
ing because there is so 
much unemployment 
in the country there is 
no need to further your 
education. That is very 
wrong.

Recently a cousin 
of mine read Geology. 
He approached me to 
help him look for job. I 
requested for his email 
and he sent me a soft 
copy. I forwarded it to 
a friend of mine in the 
Service sector of an In-
ternational Company 
in the Oil and Gas Sec-
tor. Long story short he 
went for the aptitude 
test he passed, he went 
for the oral interview 
he passed. Two days 
ago he sent an email 
to me that he has been 
employed. I sent a text 
message to my Uncle I 
said I have settled you 

for life.
One of the boys 

said “Power of Connec-
tion”

Mr. Bassey replied 
“You are very correct. 
But do not forget my 
point. I am talking of 
preparation plus talent. 
He prepared himself. I 
have another relation 
who dropped out of Uni-
versity. While in school 
he joined the Cult and 
was rusticated. He has 
also approached me to 
‘connect’ him. But con-
nect him as what, as a 
drop out? I told him to 
go back to school. He 
is very talented but he 
allowed himself to be 
distracted. He did not 
prepare himself for the 
future.

Ladies and Gen-
tlemen, preparation 
precedes opportunity. 
Preparation allows you 

to tap into your tal-
ent. Preparation for 
tomorrow starts with 
the right use of today. 
Good preparation leads 
to action. Abraham 
Lincoln said “If I had 
eight hours to chop 
down a tree, I will take 
six hours sharpening 
my axe” Eyitayo Dada 
says “position yourself 
or re-position yourself 
and your talent will be 
an asset”

Are you following 
my points? Asked Mr. 
Bassey without direct-
ing his question to any 
one in particular.

Go ahead Sir, The 
majority replied. Mr. 
Bassey was not satis-
fied.

Are you enjoying 
the lecture? He asked 
again. “We are learn-
ing” replied one of the 
boys.

“Okay. Let us pro-
ceed I have few points 
more”. Mr. Bassey con-
tinued. He took another 
sip of water. “I usually 
have dry lips when I 
talk for a long time. So 
permit my drinking wa-
ter.”

The principal said 
“Go ahead Sir.”

Tosin helped Mr. 
Bassey to refill his cup 
from the two-liter bot-
tled water.

“The next one is 
what I called Prac-
tice,” Mr. Bassey 
seemed to have re-
gained his strength. 
“Practice sharpens your 
talent. The myth about 
highly-talented people 
is that they are born 
that way. But in truth, 
this is hardly the case. 
Preparation positions 
talent and practice 
sharpens it. It was Max 

DePree who said “You 
cannot become what 
you need to be by re-
maining what you are.” 
Practice enables devel-
opment. Practice leads 
to discovery.” Don’t be 
afraid to give your best 
to what seemingly are 
small jobs. Every time 
you conquer one, it 
makes you that much 
stronger. Dale Carnegie 
shared the same sen-
timent when he was 
quoted as saying. “Per-
severance sustains your 
talent. Talent provides 
hope for accomplish-
ment, perseverance 
guarantees it.” The fa-
mous Thomas Edison 
who spent many years 
and carried out many 
experiments before in-
venting incandescent 
light bulbs, motion 
pictures machine (first 
silent movies and then 

talking movies), mim-
eograph machine, the 
phonograph, a carbon 
telephone transmitter, 
which paved way for 
our modern telephone 
said “Many of life’s fail-
ures are people who did 
not realise how close 
they were to success 

when they gave Up.” 
Perseverance is about 
succeeding because you 
are determined to, not 
destined to. Hannibal 
said “We will either find 
a way or make one”

TO BE CONTINUED.

HAPPY NEW YEAR.

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR SUPPORT.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

BORIS JOHNSON RE-ELECTED 
UK’S PRIME MINISTER

FORMER PAKISTAN PRESIDENT, PERVEZ 
MUSHARRAF SENTENCED TO DEATH 

FRESH TROUBLE FOR PRINCE ANDREW 
AS VIRGINIA GIUFFRE PLEADS FOR UK 
PUBLIC SUPPORT IN SEX SCANDAL

By Stanley Ugagbe

Former London Mayor 
Boris Johnson has been re-
elected as the Prime Minis-
ter of United Kingdom. His 
re-election which came at 
the third general election 
in Britain in four years also 
gave his Conservative Party 
a commanding majority in 
Parliament. 

Recall that Johnson 
campaigned on a promise 
to finally pull the U.K. out 
of the European Union af-
ter three-and-a-half years 
of political infighting since 
Britons voted to leave in a 
June 2016 referendum.

Results showed the 
Conservatives (also known 
as Tories) winning 364 
seats in the 650-member 
House of Commons, with 
one race still to be called. 
The threshold to win parlia-
ment is 326 seats. The op-

position Labour Party, led 
by Jeremy Corbyn, limped to 
a disastrous finish with 203 
seats. The remaining seats 
are spread among smaller 
parties such as the Liberal 
Democrats and Greens.

It would be recalled 
that Johnson and his pre-
decessor as prime minister, 
Theresa May, repeatedly 
failed to get an E.U. with-
drawal bill past lawmakers 
during the last two years 
of deadlock in Parliament. 
But he now stands a strong 
chance of succeeding given 
his party’s new majority 
– the biggest for the Con-
servatives since Margaret 
Thatcher was prime minis-
ter in the 1980s.

Should Johnson suc-
ceed in persuading the 
House of Commons to ap-
prove his withdrawal bill, 
Britain would formally exit 
the 28-nation E.U. on Jan. 
31, 2020 – the first member 
state to call it quit from the 
world’s largest trading bloc. 
However, almost nothing 
would change immediately: 
The U.K. would continue to 
operate on the same terms 
with the E.U. as it does now 
during a transition period 
set to run till the end of 
2020, when a new trade 

deal between the two sides 
would supposedly kick in. 
Many observers are doubt-
ful that such a complex and 
far-reaching trade agree-
ment can be struck in such 
a short space of time.

Like other sectors, 
Britain’s entertainment in-
dustry is overwhelmingly 
against Brexit and has been 
chafing at the uncertainty 
over what kind of relation-
ship the U.K. will eventu-
ally have with the E.U.

Here is Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson's victory 
speech in full:

"Good morning, ev-
erybody - well, we did it - 
we pulled it off, didn't we?

"We broke the dead-
lock, we ended the gridlock, 
we smashed the roadblock 
and in this glorious, glori-
ous pre-breakfast moment, 
before a new dawn rises on 
a new day and a new gov-

ernment, I want first of all 
to pay tribute to good col-
leagues who lost their seats 
through no fault of their 
own in the election just 
gone by.

"And of course I want 
to congratulate absolutely 
everybody involved in se-
curing the biggest Conser-
vative majority since the 
1980s.

"Literally, literally - 
as I look around - literally 
before many of you were 
born.

"And with this man-
date and this majority, we 
will, at last, be able to do 
what?"

"You've been pay-
ing attention. Because this 
election means that getting 
Brexit done is now the irre-
futable, irresistible, unargu-
able decision of the British 
people.

"And with this elec-
tion, I think we've put an 
end to all those miserable 
threats of a second referen-
dum.

"And I say respectful-
ly, I say respectfully to our 
stentorian friend in the blue 
12-star hat, 'That's it, time 
to put a sock in the mega-
phone and give everybody 
some peace'.

"I have a message to 
all those who voted for us 
yesterday, especially those 
who voted for us Conserva-
tives, one-nation Conserva-
tives for the first time.

"You may only have 
lent us your vote and you 
may not think of yourself as 
a natural Tory.

"And as I think I said 
11 years ago to the people 
of London when I was elect-
ed in what was thought of 
as a Labour city, your hand 
may have quivered over 
the ballot paper before you 
put your cross in the Con-
servative box and you may 
intend to return to Labour 
next time round.

"And if that is the 
case, I am humbled that 
you have put your trust in 
me, and that you have put 
your trust in us. And I, and 
we, will never take your 
support for granted.

"And I will make it my 
mission to work night and 
day, flat out, to prove you 
right in voting for me this 
time, and to earn your sup-
port in the future. And I say 
to you that in this election 
your voice has been heard 
and about time too.

"Because we politi-
cians have squandered the 
last three years, three and 
a half years, in squabbles 
about Brexit - we've even 
been arguing about argu-
ing, and about the tone of 
our arguments.

"And I will put an end 
to all that nonsense, and we 
will get Brexit done on time 
by the 31st of January, no 
ifs, no buts, no maybes.

"Leaving the Euro-
pean Union as one United 
Kingdom, taking back con-
trol of our laws, borders, 
money, our trade, immigra-
tion system, delivering on 
the democratic mandate of 
the people.

"And, at the same 
time, this one-nation Con-
servative government will 
massively increase our in-
vestment in the NHS, the 
health service that repre-
sents the very best of our 
country, with a single, 
beautiful idea that whoever 
we are - rich, poor, young, 
old - the NHS is there for 
us when we are sick, and 
every day that service per-
forms miracles.

"And that is why the 
NHS is this one-nation Con-
servative Government's top 
priority.

"And so we will deliver 
50,000 more nurses, and 
50 million more GP sur-
gery appointments and how 
many new hospitals?"

"And we will deliver a 
long-term NHS budget en-
shrined in law, 650 million 
pounds extra every week, 
health secretary.

"And all the other pri-
orities that you, the people 

of this country, voted for. 
Record spending on schools, 
an Australian-style points-
based immigration system, 
more police, how many?"

"Colossal new invest-
ments in infrastructure, in 
science, using our incredi-
ble technological advantag-
es to make this country the 
cleanest, greenest on earth 
with the most far-reaching 
environmental programme.

"And you the people 
of this country voted to be 
carbon neutral in this elec-
tion.

"You voted to be car-
bon neutral by 2050 and 
we will do it. You also voted 
to be Corbyn neutral by 
Christmas by the way and 
we'll do that too.

"You voted for all these 
things and it is now this 
government, this people's 
government, it's our solemn 
duty to deliver on each and 
every one of those commit-
ments and it is a great and 
a heavy responsibility, a sa-
cred trust for me, for every 
newly elected Conservative 
MP, for everyone in this 
room and everyone in this 
party.

"And I repeat that in 
winning this election we 
have won votes and the 
trust of people who have 
never voted Conservative 
before and people have al-
ways voted for other parties. 
Those people want change. 
We cannot, must not, must 
not, let them down.

"And in delivering 
change we must change 
too.

"We must recognise 
the incredible reality that 
we now speak as a one-
nation Conservative Party 
literally for everyone from 
Woking to Workington, 
from Kensington I'm proud 
to say to Clwyd South, from 
Surrey Heath to Sedgefield, 
from Wimbledon to Wolver-
hampton.

"And as the nation 
hands us this historic man-
date we must rise to the 
challenge and to the level of 
expectations.

"And Parliament must 
change so that we in Parlia-
ment are working for you 
the British people.

"And that is what we 
will now do, isn't it? That is 
what we will now do. Let's 
go out, let's go out and get 
on with it.

"Let's unite this coun-
try, let's spread opportunity 
to every corner of the UK, 
with superb education, su-
perb infrastructure, and 
technology.

"Let's get Brexit done.
"But first, my friends, 

let's get breakfast done too.
"Thank you all, thank 

you all very much for com-
ing, thank you all very 
much, thank you all, thank 
you, thank you." 

FRANCE TO RETURN 
STOLEN BENIN 
ARTIFACTS NEXT YEAR

SIX DIED DURING INDIAN 
CITIZENSHIP LAW PROTEST

INDIA REJECTS FINAL 
DEATH SENTENCE APPEAL 
IN 2012 GANG RAPE

By N.Ugoh

The French govern-
ment has made it known 
that the artifacts they 
stole during their colonial 
era in Benin would be re-
turned in 2021.

According to the 
Minister of Culture of 
France, Franck Riester, 
the artifacts include 26 
statues and thrones stolen 
by French forces from the 
kingdom of Dahomey.

The artifacts are cur-
rently kept in Quai Branly 
museum in Paris and as a 
matter of fact, they were 
taken in obvious punish-
ment of Dahomey’s wars 
of resistance against 

French control.
A vast majority of 

African artworks are un-
der the possession of 
Europeans under similar 
circumstances. In total, 
there are more than four 
hundred thousand of Afri-
can art in European mu-
seums.

Recently, a sabre 
that belongs to the 19th-
century Senegalese Islam-
ic Scholar and ruler, Omar 
Tall was returned.

The government of 
France said the move was 
part of its commitment to 
give back important items 
of cultural heritage it cart-
ed away from its former 
West African colonies.

By Stanley Ugagbe

The lingering case of 
one of the four men sen-
tenced to death for the 
2012 fatal gang rape of a 
woman on a moving bus in 
New Delhi has come to an 
end as India’s Apex Court 
has discarded the final ap-
peal, paving way for the 
four to be hanged.

Recall that the grue-
some case made interna-
tional headlines and ex-
posed the scope of sexual 
violence against women in 
India, prompting lawmak-
ers to stiffen penalties in 
rape cases.

According to reports, 
the victim, a 23-year-old 
physiotherapy student 
whom Indian media dubbed 
“Nirbhaya,” or “Fearless,” 
because Indian law prohib-
its rape victims from be-
ing identified, was heading 
home with a male friend 
from a movie theater when 
six men lured them onto a 
bus. 

It was reported that 
they beat the man with 
a metal bar, raped the 
23-year-old and used the 
bar to inflict grievous inter-
nal injuries on her. She and 
the woman died two weeks 
later.

Reports also have 
it that the culprits were 
tried relatively quickly in a 
country where sexual as-
sault cases often languish 
for years. One defendant 
hanged himself in prison 
before his trial began, 
though his family insists 
he was killed. Another as-
sailant was a minor at the 
time of the attack and was 

sentenced to three years in 
a reform home while the 
other four defendants were 
sentenced to death

One of those sen-
tenced to death, Akshay 
Kumar Singh, filed his re-
view petition earlier this 
month, after the other three 
had theirs rejected.

But the nation’s Su-
preme Court has discarded 
Singh’s appeal. His lawyer 
accused the judges of bow-
ing to public pressure. In-
dia’s president can still de-
cide to grant Singh mercy, 
but that is not expected to 
happen.

Asha Devi, the vic-
tim’s mother who expressed 
satisfaction over the ruling, 
said “This is one step closer 
to justice”.

Government statis-
tics have it that rape is the 
fourth-most common crime 
against women in India and 
activists are of the view that 
new sentencing require-
ments haven’t deterred rape 
in the nation.

According to records, 
the last hanging in India 
was in 2013.

It was reported that 
the Supreme Court’s ruling 
comes amid a bubbling de-
bate over sexual violence in 
India after several headline-
grabbing cases in recent 
weeks. Recall that a woman 
in the northern Indian state 
of Uttar Pradesh was doused 
with gasoline and set on fire 
by five men, including two 
she had accused of gang 
rape and who were out on 
bail, on her way to attend 
a court hearing in her case. 
She died earlier this month 
at a hospital in New Delhi.

By N.Ugoh

The death toll from 
the recent bloody pro-
test by angry protesters 
in northeast India that 
vowed to keep protest-
ing against a pugna-
cious citizenship law 
has risen to six.

Tension level is 
still high at the centre 
of the protest in Guwa-
hati with troops polic-
ing the streets in a bid 
to ensure tight security.

Officials said that 
four people died after 
being shot by police in 
Assam while another 
person was killed when 
a shop he was inside in 
was set ablaze and the 
sixth person died after 
he was beaten up dur-
ing the protest.

About 5,000 peo-
ple participated in a re-
cent protest in the city 
with hundreds of po-
lice watching as they 
chanted and carried 
banners with the in-
scription "long live As-
sam".

The recent legisla-
tion that was passed by 
the national parliament 
makes it possible for 
New Delhi to grant citi-

zenship to millions of 
illegal immigrants who 
migrated to India from 
3 adjoining countries 
on or before December 
31, 2014 as long as 
they are not Muslim.

Apart from the fact 
that the muslims are not 
happy with this devel-
opment, residents are 
not happy in that there 
will be a heavy influx 
of Hindus who stand 
the chance of gaining 
citizenship from Ban-
gladesh.

While reacting 
to the development,  
Karan Mili said: "Assam 
will continue to protest. 
India is a democracy 
and the government 
has to listen to us."

Another demon-
strator whose name is 
Pratima Sharma said: 
"We don't want violence 
but protests will contin-
ue... Assamese will not 
stop until government 
revokes the law."

Officials said that 
oil and gas production 
in the state have been 
affected by the curfew, 
though the restric-
tions have been eased 
and some shops have 
opened.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Pervez Musharraf, for-
mer Pakistan military ruler 
has been sentenced to death 
on charges of high treason 
and subverting the constitu-
tion.

According to reports, 
a special Pakistan court 
sentenced the former ruler 
who seized power in a 1999 
coup and was president from 
2001 to 2008.

Government law of-
ficer, Salman Nadeem told 
Reuters that "Pervez Mush-
arraf has been found guilty 
of Article 6 for violation of 
the constitution of Pakistan".

Recall that the treason 
trial against Musharraf - for 
imposing the state of emer-
gency on November 3, 2007 
- began in 2014.

Musharraf, who de-
nied the charges in the past 
is currently in self-imposed 

exile in Dubai. Remarking 
on the development, Paki-
stan's army said in a state-
ment posted on Twitter that 
the decision was received 
with "a lot of pain and an-
guish by rank and file of 
Pakistan armed forces". 

'No one has immu-
nity'

The former military 
ruler's actions in 2007 
lie at the center of the 
treason case against the 
76-year-old former ruler.

It would be recalled 
that on November 3, the 
military ruler imposed a 
"state of emergency", sus-
pended the constitution 
and detained senior politi-
cal leaders and judges.

In a move the Su-
preme Court later deemed 
illegal, the crisis was pre-
cipitated in March 2007 
by Musharraf's attempt 
to remove then-Supreme 

Court Chief Justice Iftikhar 
Muhammad Chaudhry.

The attempt prompt-
ed widespread protests by 
lawyers across the coun-
try, who were later joined 
by political parties and 
other groups

Reacting to the rul-
ing, political analyst Tariq 
Pirzada said the judge-
ment "sends a signal that 
Pakistan is changing and 
its judicial system has 
changed".

He continued that 
"No one has immunity". 
"As for the armed forces 
of Pakistan, he [Mush-
arraf] is one of the most 
popular guys within their 
rank and file. They will be 
hating this verdict."

Musharraf was born 
in the old city of New 
Delhi in 1943, four years 
before the partition of the 
Indian subcontinent into 

India and Pakistan. Shortly 
after partition, his parents 
left for the southern Paki-
stani city of Karachi, a ha-
ven for millions who left 
northern India for the newly 
created Muslim nation of 
Pakistan.

He was commissioned 
in Pakistan's army in 1964, 
joining the officer corps and 
seeing action in the coun-
try's 1965 and 1971 wars 
against India.

The former Pakistan 
number one citizen rose 
swiftly through the ranks, 
and, in 1998, was appoint-
ed as army chief by then-
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif.

Musharraf took power 
in a military coup in 1999, 
ruling the South Asian 
country for nine years be-
fore being removed when 
his political party was routed 
in a general election.

By Stanley Ugagbe

The ongoing drama 
between the beleaguered 
Prince Andrew Albert 
and his accuser, Virginia 
Giuffre has unveiled an-
other hot episode as the 
latter who claimed she 
was trafficked as a teen-
ager to have sex with 
him, appeared on televi-
sion to implore the Brit-
ish public to “not accept 
this as being OK”.

It would be recalled 
that Giuffre had in her 
first UK broadcast in-
terview repeated allega-
tions she had sex with 
the prince when she was 
aged 17 on the instruc-
tions of Ghislaine Max-
well, a socialite and close 
friend of the US financier 
and sex offender, Jeffrey 
Epstein, who killed him-
self in August.

According to re-
ports, the 59-year-old 
Prince whose relation-
ship with Epstein has led 
to him standing down 
from public duties, has 
consistently and cat-
egorically denied the al-
legations, which Buck-
ingham Palace said were 
“false and without foun-
dation”.

News sources dis-
closed that BBC Panora-
ma said it unearthed a 

2015 email from Andrew 
to Maxwell asking for 
help dealing witah the al-
legations by Giuffre, pre-
viously Virginia Roberts. 
He wrote: “Let me know 
when we can talk. Got 
some specific questions 
to ask you about Virginia 
Roberts,” to which Max-
well replied: “Have some 
info. Call me when you 
have a moment.”

However, in a re-
cent interview, Giuffre 
succinctly said: “I im-
plore the people in the 
UK to stand up beside 
me, to help me fight this 
fight, to not accept this 
as being OK.

“This is not some 
sordid sex story. This is a 
story of being trafficked. 
This is a story of abuse 
and this is a story of your 
guy’s royalty.”

Further reports on 
the development stated 
that Panorama’s the 
Prince and the Epstein 
Scandal claimed five of 
Epstein’s victims, who 
are suing the financier’s 
estate, want Andrew to 
give witness evidence 
in their court cases, and 
that he could have im-
portant evidence about 
Epstein’s sex trafficking 
operation. Subpoenas 
could be served if he vis-
its the US.

As at the time of 
filing this report, it was 
gathered that Lawyers 
for the victims have 
twice written to the royal 
requesting an interview, 
but have yet to receive a 
response.

Narrating her or-
deal, 35-year-old Giuffre 
said she was recruited to 
train as a masseuse by 
Maxwell while working 
as a locker-room atten-
dant at Donald Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago resort in 
Florida. She alleged 
that between 2001 and 
2002, she had sex with 
Andrew on three occa-
sions.

Giuffre reiterated 
her claims that she was 
instructed to have sex 
with Andrew after he 
bought her a drink and 
asked her to dance at 
Tramp nightclub in Lon-
don in 2001.

In her words, An-
drew was “the most 
hideous dancer I’ve ever 
seen in my life” and that 
she was “grossed out” 
because “this guy was 
sweating all over me … 
his sweat was like it was 
raining basically”.

It was reported that 
after they left the club, 
she claimed Maxwell told 
her “that I have to do for 
Andrew what I do for Jef-

frey, and that just made 
me sick”. She alleged 
that later that evening, 
she had sex with An-
drew at Maxwell’s house 
in Belgravia.

According to her 
narrative, the alleged 
sexual encounter started 
in a bath, but “it didn’t 
last very long, the whole 
entire procedure. It was 
disgusting. He wasn’t 
mean or anything. But 
he got up and he said 
‘thanks’ and walked out, 
and I sat there in bed just 
horrified and ashamed 
and felt dirty.” The next 
day, she claimed, Max-
well told her she had 
done “a really good job”.

Describing her ex-
perience, Giuffre said 
it was a “wicked” and 
“scary” time in her life. 
“I had just been abused 
by a member of the royal 
family.”

In her words, “I 
just didn’t expect it from 
royalty. I didn’t expect it 
from someone that peo-
ple look up to and ad-
mire in the royal family 
… I couldn’t comprehend 
how the highest levels of 
the government, power-
ful people, were allowing 
this to happen, not only 
allowing it to happen but 
participating in it.”

Reacting to the al-

legation in an interview 
with Newsnight, Andrew 
said: “I can categorically 
tell you it never hap-
pened. I have no recol-
lection of ever meeting 
this lady – none whatso-
ever.”

The embattled 
Prince claimed he had a 
medical condition that 
meant he did not sweat, 
and argued sex could not 
have taken place, insist-
ing he had been at a Piz-
za Express in Woking on 
the same day.

When asked about 
a 2001 photograph that 
appears to show him 
with his arm around 
Giuffre’s waist, the be-
leaguered Andrew said 
he did not recall it being 
taken, saying: “That’s 
me, but whether that’s 
my hand,” noting that it 
was difficult to prove if it 
was fake or not because 
“it’s a photograph of a 
photograph of a photo-

graph”.
In her remarks, Gi-

uffre said the now infa-
mous photograph, first 
published in 2011 by 
the Mail which paid her 
$160,000 (£120,000) 
for her story, was genu-
ine, noting that she gave 
the original to the FBI in 
2011.

Sources disclosed 
that the prince faces call 
for a parliamentary in-
quiry into his business 
dealings, after the Mail 
on Sunday claimed he 
had been enabling a 
friend’s business inter-
ests while working as a 
British trade envoy.

Prince Andrew re-
cently stepped down from 
all public duties due to 
the lingering issue which 
had seen one of the ac-
complices, Jeffery Epstein 
commit suicide in the New 
York jail cell where he was 
being held without bail on 
sex-trafficking charges.
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RELIGION
NINE CHRISTIANS MURDERED IN KENYA FOR NOT 
RECITING THE ISLAMIC STATEMENT OF FAITH

GRADUATE LEADS CHURCH PLANT, SERVES 
NEWCOMERS IN TORONTO

POPE FRANCIS REMOVES 
‘PONTIFICAL SECRECY’ IN 
CHILD ABUSE CASES

WHY MFM DOES NOT 
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS – 
OLUKOYA

By ?????

The Pontiff recently 
made radical changes to the 
way the Roman Catholic 
Church deals with cases of 
sexual abuse of minors, abol-
ishing the rule of “pontifical 
secrecy” that previously cov-
ered them.

Two documents issued 
by the pope are already be-
ing practiced in countries, 
particularly the United States, 
such as reporting suspicion of 
sex abuse to civil authorities 
where required by law.

The documents, which 
put the practices into univer-
sal Church law, also forbid 
imposing an obligation of 
silence on those who report 
sex abuse or allege they have 
been a victim.

“This is an epochal de-
cision,” Archbishop Charles 
Scicluna of Malta and the 
Vatican’s most experienced 

sex abuse investigator, told 
Vatican Radio.

The Catholic Church 
has been hit by scandal in-
volving the sexual abuse of 
children by priests around the 
world in the past 20 years. 
Francis has vowed zero toler-
ance for offenders but victims 
of abuse want him to do more 
and make bishops who alleg-
edly covered up the abuse ac-
countable.

The lifting of “pontifical 
secrecy” in sex abuse investi-
gations was a key demand by 
Church leaders, including Sci-
cluna and German Cardinal 
Reinhard Marx, at a summit 
on sexual abuse held at the 
Vatican in February.

They were of the view 
that secrecy in cases of sexual 
abuse of minors was outdat-
ed and some Church officials 
were hiding behind it instead 
of cooperating with authori-
ties.

Dr Daniel Olukoya, 
General Overseer, Mountain 
of Fire and Miracles Minis-
tries (MFM), says the church 
does not celebrate Christmas 
because it is unbiblical.

Olukoya made this 
known during the Wednes-
day Manner Water Service 
which coincided with the 
2019 Christmas celebration 
at the Church’s Headquarters 
in Lagos.

He said that no book in 
the bible recorded the word ‘ 
Christmas’ or that Jesus was 
born on Dec. 25.

“If you really study the 
Bible from Genesis to Rev-
elation, there is no word like 
Christmas.

“The Bible only record-
ed that the Shepherds were 
taking care of their flocks 
during a very cold season 
when they sighted the star 
that announced the birth of 
Jesus Christ.

“This cold period could 

be around April or May,’’ 
Olukoya said.

According to the gen-
eral overseer, Dec. 25 is a 
date originally set aside by 
the ancient Romans for Mars 
festival by the worshippers 
of the sun.

Olukoya said that the 
birth of Christ was subse-
quently co-opted into the 
same date to give the Mars 
festival more popularity and 
then renamed ‘Christmas’.

He warned the modern 
Christians to stop promoting 
such an unbiblical celebra-
tion.

According to him, the 
MFM church has decided to 
henceforth engage members 
in various spiritual activi-
ties during such periods and 
other public holidays to dis-
courage them from partak-
ing in such an unscriptural 
celebration.

Source:guardian.ng

By Stanley Ugagbe

The land of Kenya re-
cently swallowed innocent 
blood when nine Christians 
were sent to their early 
graves for not reciting the 
Islamic statement of faith, 
the Shahada.

According to the Inter-
national Christian Concern 
(ICC) in an exclusive report, 
the attack occurred earlier 
this month when the vic-
tims who were traveling by 
bus to Mandera were sepa-
rated from the other pas-
sengers and killed in north-
east Kenya. 

The report disclosed 
that when they would not 
recite the Islamic creed, the 
Shahada, they were "parad-
ed out of the bus and shot 
dead at close range by those 
believed to be Al-Shabaab 
militants."

Two passengers are 
still missing. Local authori-
ties believe they were also 
killed by the militants. 

The names of those 
confirmed as killed are 
Athanus Kiti, Enos Odhi-
ambo, Kelvin Mandela, 
Wisely Meli, Tikane Kasale, 
Leonard Mukanda, Francis 
Mbuvi, Rodgers Machuka, 
and Anchari Okerosi. The 
two still missing are Em-

manuel Barasa and Nathan 
Bett, according to the ICC. 

Narrating his ordeal, 
one rider attributed his sur-
vival to a Muslim passen-
ger who tossed him some 
Somali clothes to put on 
when the bus was first hi-
jacked. From the look of the 
clothes, the hijackers as-
sumed he was a Muslim. 

Dede Laugesen, ex-
ecutive director of Save the 
Persecuted Christians said 
"We are deeply saddened to 
hear of the murders of Ke-
nyan Christians simply go-
ing about their day".

"Muslims must speak 
out on these seemingly 
endless, senseless killings 
of innocent people holding 
different beliefs than theirs. 
Freedom of religion or belief 
is a universal human right 
that must be protected and 
promoted by all for the sake 
of peace and prosperity. 

“This must end, but 
it won't until Muslims en 
masse demand an end to vi-
olence against others in the 
name of religion, which is 
generally successful when it 
does happen."

The governor of Man-
dera, Ibrahim Ali Roba, 
expressed sorrow over the 
attack, saying, "I am deeply 
saddened to learn of the 

heinous bus attack near 
Kotulo, Wajir today around 
5:00 p.m. where 10 pas-
sengers were killed or are 
missing. I am informed that 
the suspected al-Shabaab 
fighters cowardly segre-
gated non-locals heading to 
Mandera from Nairobi. It is 
extremely sad and humanly 
disturbing to learn that, yet 
again, they segregated lo-
cals from non-locals before 
killing those they believed 
to be non-locals."

The attack comes only 
a month after eight con-
struction workers in Man-
dera escaped unharmed 
when the Somali-based 
militant group al-Shabaab 
ambushed the workers' van 
along the Elwak-Kotulo 
road. 

Reports have it that it 
is common in northeastern 
Kenya for terrorists to target 
buses, separate passengers 
by religious identity, and 
kill all of the Christians, ac-
cording to the ICC. 

In 2018, Fredrick 
Ngui Ngonde and Joshua 
Ooko Obila were killed in a 
similar manner for declining 
to recite the Islamic creed 
along the Garissa Masalani 
road.

In 2015, 148 students 
at Garissa University were 

killed by gunmen while the 
Muslim students were freed. 
In the same year, a Muslim 
teacher, Salah Farah, was 
shot for defending Christian 
passengers who were being 
separated for execution by 
al-Shabaab.

Also, in 2014, 28 
teachers traveling to Nai-
robi for the Christmas holi-
day were killed after being 
forced to recite the Islamic 
statement of faith.

Nathan Johnson, ICC's 
regional manager for Africa 
said "We pray for the fami-
lies of the deceased and for 
peace to come to a region 
that has seen increased vio-
lence toward Christians who 
are just trying to survive"

"We hope that the 
government will take ef-
fective action to stop the 
senseless killing of so many 
Christians in Kenya at the 
hands of Islamic extrem-
ists like al-Shabaab. We 
praise God as the refuge and 
strong tower that He is for 
our persecuted brothers and 
sisters in Christ who contin-
ue to endure so much."

According to Open 
Doors USA World Watch 
List, Kenya ranks number 
40 in the top 50 countries 
where it's most dangerous 
to follow Jesus Christ.

On Sunday mornings, 
a floor of an office build-
ing in North York, Toronto, 
is filled with the sounds of 
song and praise. A band 
plays lively music with pas-
sionate Christian lyrics. Con-
gregants, mainly of African 
background, sway back 
and forth, mothers hold-
ing young children in their 
arms. Following the music, 
a speaker gives a Bible-
based sermon, and later the 
group prays aloud together. 
On some weeks the service 
includes a traditional obser-
vance of Communion.

The group is the Angli-
can Church of Annunciation, 
a culturally African evangeli-
cal church. Their pastor is 
the Venerable Matthew Ola-
jide, a graduate of Emmanu-
el Bible College who came to 
Canada from Nigeria. When 
he completed his studies, 
some leaders in the Church 
of Nigeria, a numerically 
enormous province of the 
worldwide Anglican Com-
munion with some churches 
in North America, wanted 
to plant a church in Toronto 
that would be a home for or-
thodox, conservative Angli-
cans. Olajide, believing that 
such a church could also of-
fer valuable ministry to new 
Canadians in the city, agreed 
to lead the endeavour.

Planting the church 
was a daunting task. When 
he started it, there were no 
members except him. Even 
his wife and children had not 
yet come to Canada from Ni-
geria. Yet, he knew that he 
was not truly on his own. “I 
started the Church alone and 
with the Host of heaven,” he 
says.

Olajide showed re-
markable perseverance, 
week after week inviting 
others and showing up at 
the meeting space for a time 
of worship. Eventually, the 
plant gained people and 
momentum, and now it is 
a thriving church with an 
active children’s ministry, 
youth ministry, women’s 
ministry, men’s fellowship, 
and welfare and hospital-

ity ministry. Olajide’s fam-
ily now resides with him in 
North York and is involved 
with him in the church.

Most of the regular at-
tenders are immigrants or 
refugees from Africa. They 
come from various countries 
and church backgrounds but 
are united by a commitment 
to Jesus Christ, orthodox doc-
trine, and Christian mission. 
And while the style is obvi-
ously African, those of any 
culture or background are 
enthusiastically welcomed.

The church contrib-
utes to a fascinating and im-
portant aspect of Canadian 
Christianity. As believers 
come here from other parts 
of the world, they some-
times establish churches 
that include elements of 

their mother culture, such as 
language, music, dress, and 
preaching style.

This, of course, is 
nothing new to Canada; the 
nation has seen countless 
such churches planted by, 
for example, German Lu-
therans and Reformed Chris-
tians from the Netherlands. 
However, with migration 
patterns changing, Canada 
has entered a new era of this 
kind of church planting. The 
country now sees many new 
churches linked with Afri-
can, Asian, Central Ameri-
can, and South American 
nationalities and cultures.

As he looks to the fu-
ture, Olajide feels hopeful. 
The church, he believes, will 
be a place “where those who 
are thirsty and hungry for 
the truth will find solace,” 
a community that reaches 
out to all Torontonians and 
“especially refugees, home-
less people and new immi-
grants.”

In fulfilling his role as 
a pastor and leader, Olajide 
remains grateful for his ex-
perience at Emmanuel. He 
states, “I really appreciate 
the training I had at Em-
manuel Bible College.”

You can follow the An-
glican Church of Annuncia-
tion through their website or 
their Facebook page.

Venerable Matthew Olajide with his wife, 
Folasade

“Accordingly, I have 
attached, for your kind con-
sideration, relevant informa-
tion from the Honourable 
Minister of Finance, Budget 
and National Planning the 
specific outstanding proj-
ects under the 2016 – 2018 
External Borrowing plan for 
which legislative approval is 
currently sought.

“I have also directed 
the Minister to make her-
self available to provide any 
additional information or 
clarification which you may 
require to facilitate prompt 
approval of the outstanding 
projects under this plan.”

As contained in the 
President’s letter, the total 
cost of implementing the 
projects is $29.960bn con-
sisting of a Projects and Pro-
gramme loan of $11.274bn.

Others are, Special Na-
tional Infrastructure Projects 
of $10.686bn, Euro Bonds 
of $4.5bn and Federal Gov-
ernment Budget Support of 
$3.5bn.

Buhari explained that 
it was necessary to resort to 
external borrowing to fund 
the financial gap required to 
address the huge infrastruc-
tural deficit in the country 
such as power, railway, 
road projects and assured 
lawmakers of its resolve to 
implement the projects in a 
financially sustainable man-
ner.

In lieu of the fresh re-
quest, there have been sev-
eral agitations directing the 
President to chicken out of 
his borrowing plans. 

Speaking on the devel-
opment, the Lead Director, 
Centre for Social Justice, Eze 
Onyekpere, said rather than 
continue to rely on borrow-
ing to finance its activities, 
the Federal Government 
should adopt other sources 
of funding the infrastructure 
needs of the country

He said, “The rising 
debt service of N2.45tn ap-
pears to be crowding out 
expenditure in critical infra-
structure and human devel-
opment.

“At the end of the day, 
if there is a shortfall in reve-
nue, salaries and overheads 
will be drawn down, debts 
will be serviced whilst capi-
tal projects suffer.

“At 23.74 per cent 
of overall expenditure, the 
debt service is high and it is 
higher than capital expen-
diture. When the Sinking 
Fund of N296bn is added 
to debt service, it comes up 
to N2.746tn which is 26.61 
per cent of the overall bud-
get.

On his part, the Reg-
istrar Chartered Institute 
of Finance and Control of 
Nigeria, Mr Godwin Eohoi, 
averred that with the Federal 
Government spending about 
20 per cent of its budget size 
servicing the country’s debt, 
any further plan to increase 
the country’s debt profile 
might result in a debt crisis.

Remarking on the 
development, the Nige-
ria Employers’ Consulta-

tive Association through its 
Director-General, Timothy 
Olawale expressed fear over 
the mounting debt burdens 
of the nation.

Olawale stated that the 
figures released by the Debt 
Management Office ear-
lier in the year showed that 
the Federal Government’s 
domestic debt profile rose 
to N15.814tn in Septem-
ber, 2018 from N15.629tn 
in June, 2018 (1.19% in-
crease).

In his words, “bour-
geoning debt profile calls for 
concern as our appetite for 
debt skyrockets. This trend, 
which is very disturbing, 
could have a negative ef-
fect on the developmental 
capacity of Nigeria despite 
government’s financial 
managers’ argument that 
the rate of increase is within 
a manageable limit.”

Remarkably, former 
Vice President and PDP’s 
candidate of the 2019 
Presidential election, Atiku 
Abubakar in a detailed state-
ment, expressed fear over 
the development.

Read Atiku’s full state-
ment below:

John Quincy Adams 
once said “there are two 
ways to conquer and en-
slave a nation. One is by 
the sword. The other is by 
debt.” He may have very 
well been referring to Nige-
ria of the last three years.

Barely two weeks ago, 
I warned during my Found-
er’s Day lecture at the Amer-
ican University of Nigeria, 
Yola, that Nigeria had taken 
almost as much foreign debt 
in the last three years, as she 
had taken in the thirty years 
before 2015 combined. Now 
that is frightening. And very 
true.

Frightening, not just 
because of the amount, but 
because after such unprec-
edented borrowing, we have 
emerged as the world head-
quarters for extreme poverty 
and the global capital for out 
of school children. It begs 
the question: what were the 
funds used for?

I have said it time and 
again. The business of gov-
ernment is too serious to be 
left in the hands of politi-
cians. We must all ask ques-
tions because if they throw 
away the future, it is not 
going to be their future they 
are throwing away, it will be 
all our futures.

The fact that Nige-
ria currently budgets more 
money for debt servicing 
(₦2.7 trillion), than we 
do on capital expenditure 
(₦2.4 trillion) is already an 
indicator that we have bor-
rowed more money than we 
can afford to borrow. And 
the thing is that debt servic-
ing is not debt repayment. 
Debt servicing just means 
that we are paying the bar-
est minimum allowable by 
our creditors.

And while spending 
50% of our current revenue 
on debt servicing, this ad-
ministration wants to take 

further loans of $29.6 bil-
lion! To say that this is irre-
sponsible is itself an under-
statement.

As a businessman, 
one of the very first things 
I learnt is that you do not 
take loans except you are 
expanding your business. 
Even as an individual, when 
your income cannot fund 
your lifestyle, you are chal-
lenged to grow your income, 
not your borrowings.

Even if this adminis-
tration borrows $1 trillion, 
it will never be enough be-
cause their challenge is one 
of capacity. They are not us-
ing the funds they already 
have wisely. They do not 
need more debt. They need 
more intellectual capacity.

The money the Mu-
hammadu Buhari admin-
istration wants to borrow 
to fund its Medium Term 
Expenditure Framework 
(MTEF) could be acquired 
without sinking the nation 
into further debt. All it re-
quires is visionary leader-
ship and business acumen.

In my economic blue-
print, I said that rather than 
turn in regular losses (which 
it has consistently been do-
ing), the best thing to do 
with the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation is 
to reform it. Of course, the 
administration’s paid pro-
pagandists went into over-
drive, accusing me of plan-
ning to sell the NNPC to my 
friends. But just last week, 
Saudi Arabia’s ARAMCO, 
the most profitable com-
pany in the world, took that 
route and almost broke the 
global stock market with the 
most successful initial IPOs 
in world history, bar none. 
Ironically, Saudi Aramco 
raised $29.4 billion via this 
IPO. Just the amount this 
administration wants to bor-
row.

That could have been 
Nigeria’s story, but for our 
failure of leadership. By re-
forming the NNPC, Nigeria 
can raise the $29.6 billion 
the Buhari regime wants to 
borrow, and we will raise 
the money without going 
into debt.

If we had taken that 
route, not only would we 
have attracted Foreign Di-
rect Investment into Nige-
ria, but even better than 
investment, we would have 
attracted confidence in our 
economy, because it would 
have shown that we have a 
thinking leadership.

Take the example of 
the Nigeria Liquified Natu-
ral Gas company. This is a 
joint venture between the 
Nigeria government and the 
private sector. Yet, while the 
NLNG declares very hand-
some profits, in billions of 
dollars every year, the NNPC 
declares losses! This is proof 
that the NLNG model works, 
and the NNPC model does 
not.

Moody’s, the world’s 
preeminent rating agency, 
has just downgraded Nige-
ria. Ghana, a nation with 

only 15% of our population, 
now attracts more Foreign 
Direct Investment than Ni-
geria, and Rwanda, a coun-
try with less than 15% of 
our mineral endowment, 
has an economy that is 
growing at twice the rate of 
our economy. The problem 
is not revenue. The chal-
lenge is not Nigerians. The 
issue is leadership.

While there is scant 
information in the Medium 
Term Expenditure Frame-
work for what the loan 
would be used for, I could 
not help but read a commu-
nication from the Presidency 
to the effect that one of such 
projects would be the digital-
isation of the Nigerian Tele-
vision Authority and other 
similar projects.

Spending revenue 
on such projects would be 
foolish, but spending loans 
in such a manner is noth-
ing short of foolhardy. The 
Nigerian government does 
not have a good record of 
running businesses, and a 
public television network is 
unlikely to yield the type of 
income that would justify 
taking out loans to digitalise 
it. Besides, is that a priority, 
when we have 12 million 
children out of school? Like 
I said, capacity, not revenue, 
is the problem.

And in proof of this, 
I offer the example of how 
this administration took de-
livery of $322 million Aba-
cha loot in 2018 and claimed 
it shared it out to poor Nige-
rians, only to obtain a $328 
million loan from China, al-
legedly for ICT development 
the very next month. How 
do you share out $322 mil-
lion and then borrow $328 
million? Who does that? At 
the risk of repeating myself, 
it is clear that no amount of 
money, whether from rev-
enue or borrowings, will be 
enough for an administra-
tion that lacks capacity.

So, what must Nigeria 
do now? Rather than prof-
ligate borrowing, what Ni-
geria needs to do is restore 
investor confidence in our 
economy. Key to that is re-
specting the independence 
of key institutions, such as 
the Judiciary and the Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria. Both 
of these institutions are now 

the captives of Buhari and 
his cabal, and though they 
are loathe to admit it, they 
cannot take one step with-
out watching their backs.

Why are foreign in-
vestors leaving Nigeria for 
Ghana? The answer is that 
Ghana, unlike Nigeria, has 
learnt how to divorce key 
institutions from politics. 
The Ghanaian central bank 
enjoys a degree of indepen-
dence that our own CBN 
can only dream of under the 
prevailing atmosphere. You 
will not hear Ghana’s lead-
ers give flippant interviews 
overseas about their plans 
for the cedi, as Buhari has 
done in Europe about the 
Naira. It rang alarm bells be-
cause it is not the job of the 
executive to interfere in the 
role of the reserve bank.

Neither will you find 
Ghana’s leaders blatantly 
intimidating the judiciary by 
obviously setting up judges 
and invading courtrooms. 
Why would any investor 
come to Nigeria under such 
prevailing circumstances? 
Their thought would be that 
if they had industrial dis-
putes, our courts, under this 
administration, could not be 
counted on to deliver impar-
tial justice.

I was part of a team 
that paid off Nigeria’s entire 
foreign debt. I, therefore, 
cannot sit and watch an ad-
ministration without vision 
squander our children’s fu-
ture by taking and wasting 
loans that they do not even 
have the capacity to utilise 
properly.

Thank God for leaked 
memos that have exposed 
the lies this regime has told 
Nigerians about unprece-

dented revenues in the Fed-
eral Inland Revenue Service 
and the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation. 
Now, we know that Nigeria 
is not poor because she is 
not making enough money. 
The truth is that Nigeria 
is poor because she is not 
making the right leadership 
decisions.

Thomas Jefferson said, 
“to preserve our indepen-
dence, we must not let our 
rulers load us with perpetual 
debt.” Dear citizens of our 
beloved nation, this is a call 
to heed.

President Olusegun 
Obasanjo and I paid off this 
nation’s debt, and I will not 
stand idly by and watch 
while Nigeria is plunged 
into second slavery by those 
who only know how to reap 
where they have not sown.

Our youth must have 
something better to inherit 
from us than unsustainable 
debt fuelled by insatiable 
greed. That is why I call on 
the Senate of the National 
Assembly to show loyalty 
to Nigeria and reconsider its 
decision with regards to ap-
proving Buhari’s $29.6 bil-
lion loan request.

We need to pay heed to 
Benjamin Franklin’s advise 
that “he that goes a borrow-
ing goes a sorrowing”. I call 
on Nigeria’s youth to iden-
tify the Senator representing 
their senatorial zones and 
write to them, urging them 
to vote against this request. 
Do this, because it is you 
and your children that will 
pay back these loans that 
would be squandered by this 
ravenous cabal who do not 
have the word enough in 
their vocabulary.

continued from p(6)
UPROAR AS BUHARI SEEKS ANOTHER $29.96BN LOAN
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SPORTS

ANTHONY JOSHUA 
DEFEATS ANDY RUIZ TO 
RECLAIM TITLES

IN ‘NON-TRADITIONAL’ 
MOVE LINDSEY VONN 
ASKED P.K. SUBBAN TO 
MARRY HER AND HE 
SAID ‘YES!’

MATI DIOP BECOMES 
FIRST BLACK FEMALE 
DIRECTOR TO WIN 
AWARD AT CANNES

By N.Ugoh

Mati Diop, a French-
Senegalese director and 
actress has emerged as the 
first black female director to 
win an award in the history 
of Cannes Film Festival.

During the festival, 
Diop received the Grand 
Prix award for her film  
‘Atlantics’, a Senegalese 
movie bordering on sexual 
politics among migrants 
that are young.

The Grand Prix award 
ranks second after the 
Palme d’Or as far as the 
second-most prestigious 
prize of the festival is con-
cerned.

While talking about 

the award, Mati said she 
was a “little sad” to emerge 
as the first woman of Afri-
can descent to ever have a 
film screened at the festival.

She said: “My first 
feeling to be the first black 
female director was a little 
sadness that this only hap-
pened today in 2019. I 
knew it as I obviously don’t 
know any black women 
who came here before, and 
I knew it but it’s always 
a reminder that so much 
work needs to be done 
still.”

In the same vein, 
South Korean movie direc-
tor Bong Joon-ho made his-
tory by clinching the Palme 
d’Or award at Cannes.

By Stanley Ugagbe 

In what has been ad-
judged one of the greatest 
and popular fights in recent 
years, British boxing su-
perstar, Anthony Joshua in 
a re-match defeated Andy 
Ruiz to reclaim his titles. 

Recall that Ruiz had 
earlier defeated Anthony 
Joshua sometime this year 
and made away with his 
titles. But, Joshua in a re-
match this December put 
up a sterling performance 
to defeat his opponent and 
reclaimed his titles.

Beamed with joy and 
satisfaction, Joshua jumped 
up and down in the ring 
with his massive entou-
rage, celebrating being 
around $70 million richer 
and having three world 
heavyweight belts back in 
his possession.

Joshua toyed with an 
out-of-shape Andy Ruiz 

Jr. over 12 unspectacular 
rounds to win a unanimous 
points decision, reclaim the 
WBA, WBO and IBF belts, 
and avenge a stunning up-
set by his Mexican-Ameri-
can opponent six months 
ago.

Joshua got his game 
plan spot on, using his 
lighter frame to outmaneu-
ver Ruiz, relying on his 
longer reach to stay clear 
of trouble, and selecting his 
moments to go on the at-
tack.

Fielding questions 
from newsmen, Joshua said 
“Sometimes simplicity is 
genius. I was outclassing 
the champion”.

“I am used to knock-
ing people out, but last time 
I got hurt so I gave the man 
his credit. I said I would cor-
rect myself again.”

In the first heavy-
weight title fight to be held

continued on p(43)

'Women aren't the 
only ones who should get 
engagement rings!', says 
Olympic skier

Lindsey Vonn popped 
the question to hockey star 
P.K. Subban.

"Merry Christmas and 
happy holidays everyone!! 
On our 2 year anniversary, 
in a "non traditional" move, I 
asked PK to marry me and he 
said, Yes," Vonn tweeted on 
Christmas Day. "Yes [bash-
ful emoji]! Women aren't the 
only ones who should get 
engagement rings!"

The former ski racer 
closed the tweet with the 
hashtags "MerryChristmas" 
and "equality."

Vonn linked a picture of 
herself and Subban with the 
ring, with the couple wearing 
matching striped pyjamas in 
front of a Christmas tree with 
three dogs in the foreground. 
She also posted a close-up 

of Subban flashing the ring, 
with the words "Drip drip"and 
a blue teardrop.

Vonn also said on so-
cial media in August that 
they were engaged.

The 35-year-old Vonn 
recently retired from a ski-
ing career that included three 
Olympic medals, four over-
all World Cup titles and 82 
World Cup race wins, a re-
cord for a woman.

The 30-year-old Sub-
ban won the 2013 Norris 
Trophy with Montreal as the 
NHL's top defenceman. He 
was traded to New Jersey 
from Nashville in June.

Vonn had a high-pro-
file relationship with Tiger 
Woods. She previously was 
married to former ski racer 
Thomas Vonn, and kept his 
last name after they sepa-
rated.

www.cbc.ca 

ARSENAL, EVERTON 
SACK MANAGERS, 
APPOINT NEW ONES

HISTORY AS BLACK WOMEN WIN 
ALL FIVE TOP BEAUTY CONTESTS 

IGALI SPONSORS CADET, 
JUNIOR NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

REAL HOUSEWIVES 
STARS CALL IT QUIT

MILEY CYRUS, LIAM 
HEMSWORTH REACH 
DIVORCE TRUCE

CARDI B GIVES HERSELF 
NIGERIAN NAME

By Stanley Ugagbe

The duo of Premier 
League clubs, Everton and 
Arsenal recently parted 
ways with their managers 
following an abysmal run 
to the 2019/2020 season. 

Marco Silva’s Everton 
18 months reign came to an 
abrupt end following their 
5-2 loss to table toppers, 
Liverpool in what was their 
ninth defeat of the season. 

Silva, who took 
charge in May 2018, 
played 53, Won 19, Drew 
11 and lost 23, meaning 
that he lost more Premier 
League matches than he 
won at Everton

Portuguese Silva, 
42, is the fifth manage-
rial dismissal in the Pre-
mier League this season, 
after the departures of Javi 
Gracia - who had replaced 
Silva at Vicarage Road - and 
Quique Sanchez Flores from 
Watford, as well as Totten-
ham's Mauricio Pochettino 
and Arsenal's Unai Emery.

The former Hull City 
boss, Silva who succeeded 
Sam Allardyce at Goodi-
son Park was brought in 
with the hope he would 
get Everton to play more 
attractive football and was 
backed with almost £90m 
of signings in the summer 
of 2018.

Everton finished 
eighth in Silva's first cam-
paign but, after spending 

more than £100m on play-
ers in the summer, they 
have won just four league 
games this season.

With this recent dis-
missal, Silva has now had 
three jobs in English foot-
ball that have all ultimately 
ended in failure and been 
characterized by promising 
starts followed by steep de-
clines.

Former Real Madrid 
boss, Carlo Ancelotti has 
been appointed by Everton 
as the head coach. The ex-
perienced coach has been 
tipped to revitalize the club.

In the same vein, Unai 
Emery was recently sacked 
as Arsenal manager follow-
ing the club's longest win-
less run since 1992.

Emery’s 18-month 
reign also came to an 
abrupt end after he failed to 
revitalize the sinking club. 
Recall that the Spaniard 
replaced Arsene Wenger in 
May 2018 and expectations 
were that he would turn 
around the club's fortunes.

The club’s 2-1 defeat 
to Frankfurt in the Europa 
League was the side's sev-
enth consecutive game 
without a win.

According to the 
club’s officials, the decision 
was made "due to results 
and performances not being 
at the level required."

Arsenal director Josh 
Kroenke said "Our most 

continued on p(43)

PINNICK: NFF WILL FOCUS 
HARD ON QUALIFIERS, 
YOUTH PROGRAMS IN 2020

WRESTLING: NWF ROLLS 
OUT 2020 PROGRAMMES

By Tunde Ajibode

The hard focus of the 
Nigeria Football Federation 
in the year 2020 will be 
on the various qualifying 
matches for major com-
petitions as well as youth 
and grassroots develop-
ment programs, according 
to President of the NFF, Mr. 
Amaju Melvin Pinnick.

Pinnick said that the 
football –governing body 
will set much store by the 
qualifying campaigns of the 
Super Eagles for the 2022 
FIFA World Cup and 2021 
Africa Cup of Nations, as 
well as the qualifiers of the 
Super Falcons for the 12th 
edition of the Women Africa 
Cup of Nations, and those 
of the U17 girls and U20 
girls for their different FIFA 
World Cup finals.

“We are also deter-
mined to concentrate much 
effort and resources on 
youth development pro-
grammes, including but 
not limited to the NFF/Ze-
nith Bank Future Eagles 
Programme. It is important 
that we continue to churn 
out quality talents and 
work hard to nurture them 
to excellent products who 
will then fit into the age-
grade National Teams and 
bring honour to the nation 
at various championships.

“As we have made 
known, teams represent-
ing Nigeria in international 
matches and competitions 
will be told in no uncertain 
terms that they are expected 
to win, not just participate. 
The era of simply being there 
to participate is long gone.”

 continued on p(43)

By Tunde Ajibode

The Nigeria Wrestling 
Federation (NWF) have re-
leased a programme of ac-
tivities it intends to under-
take in the upcoming year; 
2020.

The programme re-
leased at the just-conclud-
ed board meeting of the 
Federation in Yenagoa, 
Bayelsa State, comprises 
both local and internation-
al competitions intended 
to keep the athletes busy 
throughout the calendar 
year (2019) as they vie 
for honours and also seek 
qualification for the Tokyo 
2020 Olympics.

The activities will 

commence with the regis-
tration and licensing of the 
wrestlers by their respec-
tive State associations and 
wrestling clubs on 1st Jan-
uary and subsequent affili-
ation of the States/Clubs to 
the governing body, NWF.

Local camping for the 
wrestlers will commence a 
day after, on 2nd January.

Nigeria will take part 
in her first tournament of 
the New Year – the Matteo 
Pellicone Senior Ranking 
Series – from 15th to 18th 
January in Rome, Italy, 
which will be followed by 
the National Olympic Tri-
als in Yenagoa/Abuja from 
27th to 31st of the same 
month.

By Tunde Ajibode

President of the Ni-
geria Wrestling Federation 
(NWF) Hon. Daniel Igali 
has promised to sponsor 
a developmental competi-
tion tagged the Daniel Igali 
South-South Cadet/Junior 
Championships in 2020.

The Bayelsa State 
Commissioner for Sports 
Development  promisethis   
in Yenagoa, the Bayelsa 
State capital.

The competition, 
which will tentatively take 
place in Yenago in May, is 
aimed at unearthing young 
talents below 17 years in 
the South-South region of 
the country.

“I will be sponsoring a 
competition for cadets and 
youths in the South-South 
in May,” Igali, a World and 
Olympic wrestling cham-
pion, told the board of the 

NWF. 
“This tournament will 

give the younger athletes a 
platform to showcase their 
talent and also expose them 
to competition early. 

“We also hope to dis-
cover talents who will go 
ahead to replace the aging 
ones in future during this 
competition.”

By N.Ugoh

International fe-
male rapper Belcalis 
Marlenis Almánzar, 
also known as Cardi 
B, was in Nigeria for 
the recent Livespot X 
Festival.

The rapper 
touched down in Mu-
ritala Mohammed In-
ternational Airport 
and her arrival in Ni-
geria gained attention 
all over the country. 
In one of her posts, 
she stated that she 

wanted to eat jollof 
rice.

In another post, 
Cardi B revealed that 
she had given her-
self a Nigerian name 
to honour her trip to 
Nigeria. The rapper 
made it known her 
Nigerian name is Chi-
oma B.

The rapper left 
Nigeria for United 
States and on getting 
back to United States, 
she made it known 
she was missing Ni-
geria.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Jamaican medical stu-
dent, Toni-Ann Singh, 23, 
has been crowned 2019 
Miss World haven emerged 
winner of the 59th edition 
of the competition.

According to the of-
ficial results, Ophely Mezi-
no of France and Suman 
Ratansingh Rao from In-
dia, placed second and 
third, respectively.

Other winners are 
Miss Universe 2019 Zozib-
ini Tunzi, Miss America Nia 
Franklin, Miss USA Cheslie 
Kryst and Miss Teen USA 
2019 Kaliegh Garris in a 
competition that marked 
the first time the titles for 
all five top beauty contests 
were won by black women.

The crowned Miss 
World, Singh also won the 
talent competition, after her 
performance at the “Beauty 
with a Purpose” Gala Din-
ner, and advanced to the 
final round of the competi-
tion, along with Miss Nige-

ria, Miss Brazil, Miss India 
and Miss France.

The reigning Miss 
World, in addition to danc-
ing to Jamaican singer, Kof-
fee’s Toast, also performed 
her version of Whitney 
Houston’s “I Have Noth-
ing”, live.

The competition at-
tracted 111 women — from 
all over the world — who 
came together, in London, 
to vie for the Miss World 
crown at the Excel Arena.

Beamed with joy, 
Singh, while fielding ques-
tions said her parents were 
her role models, and she 
will now have the op-
portunity to travel the 
world, making a difference, 
through a number of phil-
anthropic projects.

“To that little girl in 
St. Thomas, Jamaica and 
all the girls around the 
world — please believe 
in yourself,” Singh wrote 
on Twitter. “Please know 
that you are worthy and 
capable of achieving your 

dreams. This crown is not 
mine but yours. You have 
a PURPOSE.”

Singh graduated from 
Florida State University 
with degrees in psychol-
ogy and women’s studies 
and plans to attend medi-
cal school.

In her remarks, Miss 
Universe, Zozibini Tunzi 
who hails from South Af-
rica said “I grew up in a 
world where a woman who 
looks like me, with my 
kind of skin and my kind of 
hair, was never considered 
beautiful”. 

She continued that “I 
think it is time that stops 
today. I want children to 
look at me and see my 
face. And I want them to 
see their faces reflected in 
mine.”

“It was so strange be-
cause even a lot of people 
I knew, people that were 
my friends, were like, ‘Sis, 
we love you, but we’re just 
saying, maybe you should 
put on a wig or buy a 

weave,'" Tunzi told Insider.
“My message is not 

to say to all women, ‘Cut 
your hair, take off your 
weaves,’ no!”. “My mes-
sage is, ‘You are who you 
are.’ And if that’s your true 
authentic self, then don’t 
be shy about it.”

Reports have it that 
all five title-holding women 
represent a range of profes-
sional backgrounds and ex-
periences. Kryst is an attor-
ney with a law degree and 
an MBA from Wake Forest 
University who is work-
ing to reshape the criminal 
justice system. Tunzi has 
raised awareness of climate 
change and gender-based 
violence. Garris started the 
We Are People 1st organi-
zation, which aims to edu-
cate others about people, 
like her sister, who live 
with disabilities. Franklin 
has advocated for the pres-
ervation of arts education 
in school. And Singh, the 
most recent winner, wants 
to be a doctor.

By Stanley Ugagbe

20-year-old marriage 
of television personalities, 
Teresa and Joe Giudice has 
come to a sensational end 
as the duo have parted 
ways. 

Recall that specula-
tions of the stars’ imminent 
separation have been mak-
ing waves for some time 
now. A source from ET has 
officially come forward to 
confirm the split is legiti-
mate.

The beleaguered duo 
has been together on televi-
sion for 10 years. According 
to sources, fans who have 
followed Teresa throughout 
her many years on Bravo’s 
hit show The Real House-
wives of New Jersey, are 
well aware of how compli-
cated the relationship be-
tween the married couple 
has gotten over time. 

Found guilty of fraud, 
Joe and Teresa were both 
sentenced to separate 
prison terms in the show’s 
sixth season.

Known for her extrav-
agant lifestyle, Teresa was 
released from federal prison 
on December 23, 2015 af-
ter serving 11 months of a 
15-month sentence. Dur-
ing her stay in prison, Joe 
stayed home with their 
daughters and later served 
his sentence afterward. 

47-year-old Teresa 
has always claimed that Joe 
was the first and only love 
of her life. She has always 

remained resolute in her 
support of him and her fam-
ily, even amidst many ugly 
cheating rumors.

Multiple sources dis-
closed that even after Joe 
got out of the prison, the Gi-
udice family troubles were 
far from over. Joe was sen-
tenced to deportation and it 
put a definite strain on the 
couple’s marriage.

While noting that Te-
resa had known for a while 
now that their marriage 
wouldn’t last, ET reported 
that the TV star got used 
to living and providing as 
a single mother to her kids.

“Teresa is very real-
istic about the past. She 
has known for a while that 
things weren’t going to 
work out between them. 
Their marriage had been 
through far too much for 
them to start over. She’s 
ready for a new start for 
2020.”

According to news 
sources, Joe had shared a 
lengthy quote about life be-
ing “too short not to love” 
and Teresa commented on 
the post with a comment 
that read, “very true.” She 
also added a heart-eye 
emoji.

However, sources 
suggest that it appears the 
couple is trying to stay on 
good terms for their kids. 
Their daughter Gia shared a 
cute photograph of the en-
tire Giudice family reunited 
in Italy last November.

continued on p(42)

By Stanley Ugagbe

The lingering divorce 
case between Miley Cyrus 
and Liam Hemsworth has fi-
nally reached a truce as they 
have successfully gone their 
separate ways in an agree-
ment that will enable them 
retain their individual earn-
ings with no need for spousal 
support. 

A source told newsmen 
that "the couple had a prenup 
so dividing property wasn’t 
an issue; Miley will keep the 
animals in the divorce." Ac-
cording to the source, once 
they file the paperwork, it will 
take six months until the di-
vorce becomes final.

Recall that the 27-year-
old singer and the 29-year-
old actor dated on-and-off for 
10 years after meeting on the 
set of 2010's The Last Song. 
They first got engaged in 
2012 before splitting up, but 
Cyrus' engagement ring was 
back on her finger in 2016. 
The pair wed on Dec. 23, 
2018, in Tennessee.

Less than a year into 
the marriage, Liam Hems-
worth had on August 19 of-
ficially filed for divorce from 
Miley Cyrus and in a recent 
development as reported 
by People, the couple have 
reached agreement to part 
ways.

According to an insider 
who is aware of the matter as 
disclosed to newsmen, Miley 

is relieved that she and Liam 
reached an agreement when 
it comes to the divorce. The 
insider added that Miley just 
wants to move on. 

Another source dis-
closed that the divorce pro-
ceedings were relatively 
smooth. The couple have no 
kids and Miley will be keep-
ing the animals. Insiders told 
TMZ that there is a prenup so 
dividing property is not an is-
sue. 

Reports revealed that 
the duo have decided that 
this is what’s best while they 
both focus on themselves and 
careers. They are ever evolv-
ing and changing as partners 
and individuals. Cyrus and 
Hemsworth still remain dedi-
cated parents to all of their 
animals they share while lov-
ingly taking this time apart. 
The public and media are 
asked to respect their process 
and privacy.

A source reportedly re-
vealed that "Miley is relieved 
that she and Liam reached an 
agreement when it comes to 
the divorce," continuing that 
"She just wants to move on." 

On his part, in a swift 
reaction on Instagram, Hem-
sworth who confirmed that 
he and Miley have recently 
separated, said "Just a quick 
note to say that Miley and I 
have recently separated and I 
wish her nothing but health 
and happiness going for-
ward." 
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sincere thanks go to Unai 
and his colleagues who 
were unrelenting in their ef-
forts to get the club back to 
competing at the level we 
all expect and demand"

"We wish Unai and 
his team nothing but future 
success."

The Spaniard who has 
previously managed the 
likes of Paris Saint-Germain 
and Sevilla, was brought to 
the Emirates to win trophies 
and reinsert the club as a 
dominant force in Europe.

Upon assumption the 
club’s managerial position, 
the initial signs were posi-
tive as Arsenal reached the 
final of the Europa League 
in his first season in charge 
-- a competition the man-
ager has won on three oc-
casions -- but defeat to 
Chelsea meant yet another 
season out of the presti-
gious Champions League. 
But the Spaniard lost the 
spark and left the club with 
an abysmal run that led to 
the dismissal.

A statement of the 
club read "So if Arsenal are 
to genuinely move forward 
from today it requires not 
only a new head coach ap-
pointment but also a reju-
venation of the boardroom."

Arsenal have now ap-
pointed Mikel Arteta as the 
club’s new head coach. The 
37-year-old signed a con-
tract that will see him be 
the head coach until 2023.

Arteta spent five years 
with the Gunners as a play-
er between 2011 and 2016, 
winning two FA Cups be-
fore retiring and making the 
move into coaching.

He arrived at Arse-
nal from Manchester City, 
where he worked as Pep 
Guardiola’s assistant for the 
past three years.

"This is a huge hon-
our. Arsenal is one of the 
biggest clubs in the world. 
We need to be competing 
for the top trophies in the 
game and that’s been made 
very clear to me in my dis-
cussions with Stan and Josh 
Kroenke, and the senior 
people from the club," Ar-
teta told the club's official 
website.

"We all know there is 
a lot of work to be done to 
achieve that but I am confi-
dent we’ll do it. I’m realistic 
enough to know it won’t 
happen overnight but the 
current squad has plenty of 
talent and there is a great 
pipeline of young players 
coming through from the 

academy."
Speaking about the 

appointment, Gunners di-
rector Josh Kroenke said: 
"We’re delighted to be 
bringing Mikel back to Ar-
senal. He knows our ex-
pectations and those of our 
fans around the world are 
high and we are confident 
he can play a lead role in 
taking the club back to the 
levels we all demand”.

 On his part, Head of 
football Raul Sanllehi said: 
"We met several top-class 
candidates and Mikel stood 
out to every single one of 
us as the perfect person for 
us.

"Mikel understands 
Arsenal Football Club and 
what it means to our fans 
around the world. We look 
forward to him getting 
down to work and bringing 
the best out of our squad as 
we work to get our season 
back on track.

"I must also pay trib-
ute to Freddie Ljungberg 
for his hard work and lead-
ership. Together with Per 
Mertesacker, he has done 
a vital job for us in difficult 
circumstances. Freddie and 
Per are important parts of 
the Arsenal family and care 
deeply for this club." 

in the Middle East, two judges 
gave the fight to the Briton 
119-110, and the other 
awarded it to him 119-109.

Ruiz put on 15 pounds 
since the first fight to weigh 
in at 283 pounds (128 kg), 
making him the second-
heaviest boxer to fight for a 
world heavyweight title. He 
said he hadn’t prepared hard 
enough for the rematch and 
got “boxed around.”

He said “I didn’t prepare 
how I should have. I gained 
too much weight. I don’t 
want to give excuses, he won 
… If we do a third fight, you 
best believe I’m going to get 
in shape. I’ll be in the best 

shape of my life.”
Recall that Ruiz 

knocked down Joshua four 
times on the way to a sev-
enth-round win in New York 
in June that was regarded as 
one of the biggest upsets in 
the history of heavyweight 
boxing.

There was none of 
that drama in the rematch, 
with Ruiz rarely connecting 
cleanly with Joshua. When 
he did, it was with punches 
to the back of the head that 
earned him a ticking-off from 
the referee.

Ruiz finished the fight 
with blood across his face, 
having been caught with a 

right hook by Joshua in the 
first round.

There were straight lefts 
from Joshua in the fourth and 
ninth that rocked Ruiz back, 
and a right hook in the fifth 
that also hurt the deposed 
champion.

Joshua said “I just 
wanted to put on a great 
boxing masterclass and also 
show the sweet science of 
this lovely sport. It’s about 
hitting and not getting hit”.

“Sometimes with cer-
tain fighters you have to box 
smarter. I understand what 
Andy brought to the table so I 
had to decapitate him in a dif-
ferent way.”

The draw for the quali-
fying campaign of the 2022 
FIFA World Cup finals will be 
conducted in Egypt in Janu-
ary 2020, with 10 groups of 
four teams each that will pro-
duce only the winner from 
each group advancing to a 
fierce, five home-and-away 
battles which will eventually 
produce Africa’s flagbearers 
in Qatar.

 Already, the Super Ea-
gles are in command of their 
pool in the qualifying race 
for the 33rd Africa Cup of 
Nations finals in year 2021, 

with two wins out of two 
against Benin Republic and 
Lesotho last month. Second 
–placed Benin Republic are 
three points adrift, with the 
race set to resume in August 
2020.

 Nigeria took the 
bronze medals after finishing 
third among the 24 partici-
pating teams in the biggest 
–ever Africa Cup of Nations 
in Egypt this year summer.

 Nine –time African 
champions, Super Falcons 
also have a qualifying round 
to negotiate before heading 

to the finals of the Women 
Africa Cup of Nations to de-
fend the crown they taken 
consecutively between 2014 
and 2018.

 The U20 girls, Fal-
conets and the U17 girls, 
Flamingos have qualifying 
matches for their different 
FIFA World Cup competi-
tions already set. The 2020 
FIFA U20 Women’s World 
Cup finals will be co-hosted 
by Costa Rica and Panama, 
while India will host the FIFA 
U17 Women’s World Cup fi-
nals. 
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Touchstone President 
and CEO Paul Baay in a 
statement said “The well 
results far exceed any pre-
drill expectations, this well 
is not only a significant dis-
covery and milestone for 
Touchstone, but we believe 
it also establishes a new 
development stage for on-
shore drilling in Trinidad”. 

The President went 
further to state that “In the 
new year, we expect to test 
each zone independently 
in order to better under-
stand the economic poten-
tial of the prospective oil 

sands, and if the findings 
are positive, it will set up 
an expansive development 
drilling programme in the 
area.”

According to him, 
Cascadura’s logs indicated 
significant prospective oil 
pay – a reservoir or portion 
of a reservoir that contains 
economically producible 
hydrocarbons – of 1,037 
feet.

Information avail-
able to newsmen have it 
that the company expects 
to complete and test the 
Cascadura-1ST1 well in the 

first quarter of next year.
Also, Touchstone Ex-

ploration CEO averred he is 
‘taken by surprise’ by the 
scale of the oil find on its 
Ortoire block

Cascadura is a joint 
project of Touchstone, 
which has an 80 per cent 
working interest, and 
the formed state-owned, 
emerging oil and gas com-
pany, Heritage Petroleum, 
which has 20 per cent.

According to reports, 
it is the second prospect of 
four on the Ortoire block, 
the first being the Coho-

1 well. The absolute flow 
rate of Coho-1 was 46 mil-
lion cubic feet a day, or the 
equivalent of 7,671 barrels 
of oil, but after modelling 
Coho-1, Touchstone ex-
pects the initial production 
rates to be in the order of 
10-12 million standard cu-
bic feet a day – 1,667 to 
2,000 barrels of oil equiva-
lent.

Reports have it that 
the Canadian company has 
production assets across 10 
licence blocks in Trinidad, 
including 208 well loca-
tions over 7,910 acres.

He said: “Whatever 
the commitment is, it has 
to be long-term, it has to 
be the responsibility of the 
federal government, but I 
do believe that no matter 
where I go, Canadians want 
to entertain and want us to 
explore the options around 
a national pharmacare pro-
gram.” 

The premiers came to 
an agreement that the Fis-
cal Stabilization Program 
should respond better to 
economic downturn like 
eradicating a per capita cap, 
reduction of a non-resource 
revenue threshold and cre-
ating changes to payments 
that are retroactive.

Alberta Premier Jason 

Kenney called for the cap to 
be eradicated, as the fund 
received by his province 
can not cater for the finan-
cial impact of low oil prices. 
He applauded his fellow 
premiers for making fiscal 
stabilization amendments 
top priority.

He said: “This was 
a tremendous moment of 
solidarity. I’ve been trying 
to convey to Albertans that 
we are not alone, or isolated 
in the federation, that there 
are provincial and territorial 
governments who get what 
we’re going through and 
who understand our ask for 
a fair deal in the Canadian 
federation.”

Saskatchewan Pre-

mier Scott Moe also 
thanked his fellow pre-
miers for tackling regional 
economic differences, par-
ticularly in Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and Newfoundland 
and Labrador.

He said: “They were 
unwavering in their support 
for recommended changes 
to the Fiscal Stabilization 
Program. I would say that 
today they had our backs 
and I will commit to them 
that we will have theirs 
when needed as well.”

While deliberating on 
economic competitiveness, 
the premiers talked about 
making federal environ-
mental assessments better 
by exempting provincial 

or territorial jurisdiction 
projects from compulsory 
impact assessments and 
working to remove  pro-
tectionist measures like the 
ones on softwood lumber.

They also deliberated 
on responsible develop-
ment of resources and en-
suring they get to every 
market but they disagreed 
on the somehow unclearly 
worded communique made 
not specific reference to 
pipelines. 

During the delibera-
tions, other divisive issues 
like carbon pricing and 
Quebec’s controversial sec-
ularism law also known as 
Bill 21 were avoided by the 
Premiers.

Mooky Greidinger, 
chief executive of Cineworld, 
while making reference 
to deals such as Disney’s 
$71.3bn acquisition of Fox 
last year, said “the name of 
the game now is consolida-
tion”.

The company’s chief 
noted that he did not see 
streaming as a threat. He 
said “If you are consum-
ing Netflix or Amazon it is 
for the series,” adding that 
“You will rarely find some-
one say, ‘I am consuming 
this because of the movies’. 
Our main competition is not 
the streaming, it is the other 
forms of entertainment.”

According to Cine-
world, the proposed price 
gave Cineplex a valuation 
multiple of 6.3 times forecast 
2019 earnings before inter-
est, tax, depreciation and 
amortization and offered the 
combined group cost savings 
of about $130m.

Reports have it that 
in recent weeks, Cineworld 
shares have been among 
the most shorted in the FTSE 
250 with about 18 per cent 
of the stock out on loan as 
investors bet against its 
performance. The company 
announced this month that 

it had missed full-year rev-
enue forecasts, blaming a 
disappointing run of film se-
quels in the first half of the 
year.

Cineworld was found-
ed in 1995 and grew mostly 
through acquisitions in east-
ern Europe before it bought 
Regal last year. The com-
pany said this month that it 
expected cost synergies from 
the Regal deal of $190m, 
up from a $100m estimate 
when it announced the deal.

In his summation, Mr 
Greidinger said the Cineplex 
acquisition would not over-
stretch Cineworld despite 
warnings from analysts that 
Regal had yet to be fully ab-
sorbed into the group.

However, the disclo-
sure also revealed that the 
deal is subject to shareholder 
approval from both cinema 
chains but Cineworld said it 
had the full support of both 
boards and of Global City 
Theatres, its largest share-
holder, which is controlled 
by Mr Greidinger’s family.

It was also disclosed 
that the acquisition will be 
financed by debt, with the 
group targeting leverage of 
3 times net debt to ebitda by 
the end of 2021.

prosecutors were assigned 
to the case since 2012, 
with Leblanc presiding. 

In the latest proceed-
ings, the construction com-
pany admitted it paid Saadi 
Ghadafi, the son of former 
Libyan dictator Moammar 
Ghadafi, more than $50 
million for his influence to 
obtain contracts in Libya.

With reference to 
Leblanc’s prepared deci-
sion, in 2008 and 2009, 
SNC-Lavalin Construc-
tion Inc. (SCLI) “paid the 
expenses for two visits of 
(Saadi) Ghadafi to Canada, 
including security services, 
hotel, training, private par-
ties and entertainment and 
personal expenses for Gad-
hafi and his entourage and 
the decoration expenses of 
a condominium purchased 
by Ghadafi in Toronto.”

The judge’s state-
ment further disclosed that 
“SLCI was engaged in con-
struction projects in Libya 
during the relevant period 
of 2001 to 2011. These 
projects generated approxi-
mately ($1.7 billion) in 
revenues for SLCI, $235 
million in gross profit and 
$103 million in pre-tax 
net profit. If the amounts 
paid for the benefit of Saa-
di Ghadafi were added to 
the pre-tax net profit, the 
amount would be $154 
million.”

It was gathered that 
payments made to Gha-
dafi were arranged by Sami 
Bebawi, the former head 
of SNC International Inc., 
and Riadh Ben Aissa, who 
worked directly under Be-
bawi.

Fielding questions 

from newsmen, prosecu-
tor Richard Roy said “After 
several months of discus-
sions through the facilita-
tion process we reached 
an agreement that is in the 
interests of justice”.

Roy continued that 
“The sentence is propor-
tional and dissuasive, 
which is required in Cana-
dian law when it comes to 
sanctions against compa-
nies that commit serious 
crimes.”

Delineating on the 
development, Roy noted 
that had a similar case 
been brought before courts 
in either the United States 
or the United Kingdom, 
the company could have 
been fined as much as 
$705 million, noting that 
SNC-Lavalin has changed 
its corporate culture since 
2012.

The company’s law-
yer, Fontaine said SNC-La-
valin discovered what was 
really happening in Libya 
only when the RCMP car-
ried out search warrants 
at its Montreal offices in 
2012.

He said “Its co-op-
eration was complete and 
immediate. They handed 
over any documents re-
quested and provided ac-
cess to employees to be 
interviewed for the inves-
tigation,” adding that “To-
day it is a different com-
pany.”

The lawyer pointed 
that “We are living with 
the actions of Mr. Ben Ais-
sa and Mr. Bebawi. They 
defrauded (SNC-Lavalin) 
as well, and they are be-
ing pursued in civil court. 

We can’t fire them — they 
are already gone — so the 
only sanction we can pur-
sue is to recover what they 
took.”

Leblanc’s written 
decision also disclosed 
that Ben Aissa, who was 
based in Tunisia, and Be-
bawi carried out a com-
plex scheme over a decade 
that involved transferring 
funds totaling more than 
$127 million into Swiss 
bank accounts.

“Bribes were paid 
from these accounts to a 
foreign public official and 
commissions were paid to 
various entities and individ-
uals, including to Mr. Riadh 
Ben Aissa and to Mr. Sami 
Bebawi. In total, bribes of 
$50,276,761 were paid to 
the benefit of Saadi Ghadafi 
in the form of cash, a yacht, 
renovations to a condomin-
ium as well as extravagant 
travel and hospitality.”

The document further 
revealed that more than 
$73 million was paid “for 
the personal benefit of Ben 
Aissa and Bebawi.”

According to the ver-
dict, during the three years 
of probation, SNC Lavalin is 
not allowed to recover any 
equipment it left behind af-
ter the Ghadafi regime fell 
in October 2011. It is also 
not allowed to recover any 
assets it might still have 
in Libyan financial institu-
tions.

challenges of our indus-
try are really, really sig-
nificant”. He continued that 
“The green deal, autono-
mous vehicles, connectiv-
ity, and all those topics 
need significant resources, 
strengths, skills, and exper-
tise.”

In lieu of the agree-
ment, Tavares will be CEO of 
the merged group for a term 
of five years and will also 
be a member of the board. 
As at the time of filing this 
report, it was not clear what 
role Mike Manley, CEO Of 
Fiat Chrysler, will take on in 
the new company, though 
he lauded the union in a 
statement and indicated he 
would stay on.

Tavares said “Our 
merger is a huge oppor-
tunity to take a stronger 
position in the auto indus-

try as we seek to master 
the transition to a world of 
clean, safe and sustainable 
mobility and to provide our 
customers with world-class 
products, technology and 
services”.

Manley added that 
“Our people share a com-
mon trait -- they see chal-
lenges as opportunities to 
be embraced and the path 
to making us better at what 
we do.” 

The duo companies 
succinctly noted that they 
will cut costs by $4.1 billion 
per year without closing 
factories.

In a statement, the 
companies said “strong 
combined balance sheet 
provides significant finan-
cial flexibility and ample 
headroom both to execute 
strategic plans and invest in 

new technologies”.
NordLB analyst, Frank 

Schwope said “The merged 
group will have to make 
massive savings and prob-
ably also close plants, even 
if the CEOs’ choice of words 
is different”. According to 
Schwope, both companies 
were “currently lagging far 
behind the competition in 
terms of technology and 
product range.”

Reacting to the devel-
opment, France’s minister of 
economy and finance Bruno 
Le Maire tweeted that the 
merger is “good news” for 
France and Europe.

The new company 
would also have an esti-
mated combined annual 
revenue of more than $189 
billion, making it the third-
largest automaker in the 
world by revenue.

Official records 
have it that the trail-
er for the new season 
of “The Real House-
wives of NJ” features 
a story line surround-
ed by Teresa Giudice 
and her husband’s 
possible deportation. 
The clip shows a call 
from jail where Te-

resa’s husband Joe 
says he never want-
ed to be married.

The beleaguered 
husband has also 
asked to be trans-
ferred to a prison in 
Italy as he waits in 
an Immigration and 
Customs Enforce-
ment detainment 

center since March 
to see if the US court 
will force him to be 
extradited.

Reports have it 
that the show's most 
recent episode drew 
1.363 million view-
ers, remaining con-
sistent with the rest 
of the season.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

p a s s p o r t t s o n p a s s a i r b 
f r a n a p o r t o i m m x c y g h i o 
q q m f e z y w w k k l e t u i o k c a 
b x v c r n g k c o n t r o l t o w e r 
a i r h o s t e s s x c q z d e p r o d 
g r a a p o h a s t e l o u e n j k l i 
g n o w l c a b i l l o t u p x z c k n 
a c c o a v a n t k o l l l a n d i n g 
g x x o n b u s c u u q u e r a m p e c 
e n g i e s e a t i n g g u t h j o l a 
c h a s e l a n d i g l u e u b a t o r 
a v i a t i o n d a e s t e r m m o a d 
r y p c v b m s g s z c a n e r a g l e 
c o w s j i l e l v v b o s s i n h d d 
x x e l k p t a k e o f f d d a x z d f 
e e r t g b v c m a t f o l h d o o o p 
s a c a b i n y e t h g k n b x w w q i 
z c x o r q a s f g a t e l a n d f i l 
s t a r p o r t s t r u n w a y m a y o 
b b a i r p o r t d r m n o b b a j e t 

1: a, 2: c, 3: a, 4: c, 5: a, 6: c

(1) 0,   (2) 20,   (3) 3.10pm,    (4) 0.7,   
(5) 12 bottles,    (6) 150 minutes,    (7) 0.45

(1) = 4; (2) = 4; (3) = 5; (4) =3; 
(5) = 5; (6) = 3;  (7) = 10

in the past,  but that was in the 
past.. "

“Really?"  Ifakolade 
moves close to Pastor James 
and pointed his gun at His 
head..., while directing the 
"REALLY" to me... 

“Nooo...don’t shoot 
him please... Ifakolade... I will 
marry you... Don’t touch him 
please, he is innocent, I don't 
want to be guilty of his own 
blood too.  I am ready to do 
whatever you want" I said with 
tears and fear all over me... 

“Stop it Grace... This 
has been the problem... You 
don't know how to say No... 
Please Say no to this devilish 
bargain... He can't kill me... It 
is just an empty threat" Pastor 
James said

As if to answer Pastor 
James, Ifakolade shot the pil-
low beside Grace to confirm 
that his gun was loaded...

“So Grace OR Oosamuy-
iwa... Which one are you sef? 
What is your final answer...? It 
is either I kill your pastor boy-
friend and I know I have gotten 
my revenge or you marry me 
and we get rid of that useless 
man together? "

“Grace... Let him kill 
me, I am not afraid of death... 
I know where I am going after 
death, but if you let him push 
you, you will kill Larry and be 
guilty of murder... Let him kill 
me... The world is waiting for 
you to rise again.... Please..."

“1..2...3..." Ifakolade 
was counting.... 

“Stop it... “I screamed
I walked closed to James, 

and with tears I couldn't help, I 
held his hand...

"James ...You have been 
an angel to me, I can't bear to 
see you die, just let me do this, 
after Larry's death, my marital 
contract with him will be over... 
I believe God Will still open his 
arms to receive me when I am 
done... But will you still want 
to marry me....by then...???

For the first time,  I saw 
James in tears, he had no an-
swer for me... he was always 
hopeful and full of smiles...,  
but that day...I didn't see any 
of those.... 

Ifakolade pulled me out 
of the house, Pastor James 
was not ready to let go of my 
hands, but I had to let go of 
his.... 

 A new and interesting 
chapter in my life was conclud-

ed so soon, but now Ifakolade 
was writing a new one.... 
DEEP THOTS NOVELS
INSPIRED BY THE LIVING 
WORD
WRITTEN BY OPEYEMI 
O.AKINTUNDE
FACEBOOK@OPEYEMI OJER-
INDE AKINTUNDE
INSTAGRAM@OPEYEMIA-
KINTUNDE
@OPEYEMITHINKS DEEP
YOUTUBE@DEEP THOTS 
FILMS

If you were in my shoes, 
what would you have done....? 
Would I have let poor James die 
because of me....?

TO BE CONTINUED



SUE & CHARLIE’S MEAT & SEAFOOD
IN MISSISSAUGA

• YAMS
• GARI
• FUFU
• PLANTAIN
• COSMETICS 
• HAIR PRODUCTS
• KINGFISH BOX

• MACKEREL BOX
• HARD CHICKEN
• SMOKED FISH
• STOCKFISH
• MOVIES
• PALM OIL
• AND MUCH MORE!

SPECIALIZING IN AFRICAN GROCERIES, MEATS & SEAFOODS

IF WE DON’T HAVE IT, WE’LL GET IT FOR YOU
GREAT PRICE, GREAT QUALITY, GREAT SERVICE

FRESH CHICKEN,
GOAT, BURNT GOAT, SHEEP, BEEF

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
3057 HURONTARIO STREET, MISSISSAUGA, L5A 2G9

905-896-2226 OR 905-896-3663

AFRICAN SNAILS 
NOW AVAILABLE

NEW WORLD FOOD MARKET
164 Oakdale Rd.  Toronto

FOR ALL YOUR WHOLESALE AFRICAN FOODS.
We Carry All African Major Brands.

Wholesale Only.

Cash & Carry.

Best Prices In Town.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

By Appointment ONLY PLEASE.

416-836-2652

AFRICAN CARIBBEAN MARKET

5 McMuchy Avenue N. Unit 7, Brampton, ON L6X 2R6
Tel: 905-455-4500
w w w . 3 m s a f r i c a n m a r k e t . c o m

African and Caribbean Products
Fresh Produce,Meat/ Fish, Spices, Yam, Oil,  Frozen 
Vegetables, Garri, Beans, Rice, Semovita, Yam Flour, 
etc.
Beverages, Hair & Body Products
RAZA and Many More

Food Depot Restaurant

We cater for all events.
Jollof Rice, Fried Rice, Ọfada Rice, Village Rice, Designer Stew, 
Buka Stew, Ayamashe, Asaro, Ikọkọrẹ, Ẹwa Agayin, Ẹgusi, Ẹfọ 
Riro, Okro, Ewedu, Gbẹgiri, Pepper Soup, Snail, Fish, Assorted 

Meat, Chicken, Turkey, Gizzard, Plantain And More.

Delicious & Tastee
Authentic African Catering

Best in town with 
original recipe

Contact
55 Rutherford Rd. South. Brampton. On.

905.796.1745

EXPERIENCED NIGERIAN COOK WANTED
HELP WANTED

LLBO

BEST MC

Lolo Ngozi Ugoh
416-318-3506

Available for:
Weddings, Birthdays, Special Family Occasions, Anniversaries

Corporate/Private
And all events.

Greet guests and make them comfortable
Work as a team member

Acting as the face of the event
We Create Memories that last a Lifetime

Peace of Mind guaranteed.

Open Hours : Fri. 10am-7pm • Sat. 10am-6pm • Sun. 10am-4pm

HARD SMAL
CHICKEN

HARD
CHICKEN FOOT

GOAT BELLY

COW TRIPE

3 for $1300

SMALL
HARD CHICKEN

from $900 each $699 lb

5lb bag

$5600 

HARD
CHICKEN WING

$1000  10 lb/bag

$6400 

BIG HENS
$800 each

BIG HEN
$3800 

ROASTER

COW
FOOT

$199 lb

COW
SKIN

$699 lb

JUMBO
ROASTER

SMOKED
FISH 

BURNT GOAT
AVAILABLE

8 in a box 4 in a box16 in a box

BAKSH HALAL MEAT
1666 JANE ST., TORONTO

Tel: 416-243-9473
WHOLESALE & RETAIL TO THE PUBLIC

Low Low Price
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OYATO FOOD AFRICAN MARKET
African, West Indian and Caribbean 
1550 Jane Street, North York, ON M9N 2R5

Beside Ola Restaurant and Catering Services 

Ofada Rice, Honey Beans, Yam Flour, Plantain Flour, Garri Ijebu, Yellow Garri, 
Pounded Yam, Palmoil, Indomie, Spices, Custard, Hard Chicken and Turkey, 

Goat Meat and Beef, Fish, Cosmetics, Bitterkola and Kolanut and much more.

Beauty Products and much more

www.oyatofood.ca • email: oyatofood@yahoo.com

647.272.0339 • 647.476.4566
Quality Food Superior Service, Top Quality Rich & Fresh African

Food Produce from the Source @ a Discounted Trade Price 

OUR
PRODUCTS



Our Goal Is To Help
 Quality People For Their 
  Mortgages and Finances

REMARKABLEREMARKABLE
(RMA) GALA
MOTHERS AWARDMOTHERS AWARD

Recognizing Distinguished, lnspirational & Accomplished Mothers

220 HUMBERLINE DR.
ETOBICOKE, ON M9W 5Y4May 2, 2020

For details - Ngozi Ugoh: 416.318.3506 • ncncevents@gmail.com

NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWSPAPER  CANADA
NCNC

SAVE
THE

DATE

5th
Edition 
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