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Sunday (Sunny) Adodo
Sales Representative
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Off: 416-741-4443
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eMail: info@tpmattorneys.com
www.tpmattorneys.com

102-197 County Court Blvd.
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RICHARD ODELEYE
L A W F I R M

IMMIGRATION & REFUGEE

CIVIL LITIGATION. FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL LITIGATION

Area of Prac�ce

1110 Finch Avenue West, 
Suite 815, Toronto 
Ontario M3J 3J4

info@richlawfirm.ca
www .richlawfirm.ca

Tel. (416) 603-9195
Fax: (416) 603-9190

(RICH LAW)

Clement Esene  CPA, MBA
Broker of Record

NGOZI UGOH 
SHINES AT 
CEMA AWARDS

HomeLife/Miracle Realty Ltd.,
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated   Brokerage

Nana Osei-Wireko

www.NowHomesRealty.com 

BUY • SELL • LEASE • INVEST

Cell: 416-917-4298
Sales Representative

Off: 905-455-5100
Email: soldbynana@gmail.com

CALL FOR FREE HOME EVALUATION

FREE DELIVERY SERVICES • FREE ANNUAL MEDICATION REVIEWS 
FREE MEDICATIONS CONSULTATION SERVICES • FREE DRUG DISPOSAL SERVICES

MUDIOS MEDICAL PHARMACY
FELIX ODIGIE, B. PHARM. R. Ph.
PHARMACY MANAGER

6-1780 Albion Road 
Etobicoke, On M6V 1C1

TEL: 416-743-5093 • FAX: 416-745-2242 • CELL: 647-888-5093

CERTIFIED FLU SHOT ADMINISTRATOR

By Stanley Ugagbe

The Canadian Ethnic 
Media Association (CEMA), 
a diverse group representing 

profession-
als in print, 
broadcast 
and web 
journal-
ism has 
honored 
Publisher 
of The 
Nigerian 
Canadian 
Newspaper, 

Gertrude Ngozi Ugoh with 
an award for her outstanding 
work in print journalism.  

The award which came 

at the 41st Gala event 
of CEMA, is the latest of 
the publisher’s numerous 
awards. Beamed with smiles, 
the Publisher, a mother of 
five in her remarks said 
“This means a lot to me”. 
The publisher who has gar-
nered several humanitarian 
awards added that “I want 
to dedicate this award to 
all hardworking immigrant 
women out there.’’

The Nigerian Cana-
dian Newspaper, Canada, 
Ontario’s leading provider 
of community information 
is an independent monthly 
newsmagazine published 
in Toronto, Canada. It was 
established in 2005 for the 
purpose of presenting bal-
anced coverage of events 

and promoting the best inter-
est of Nigeria and Canada. It 
owes allegiance to no politi-
cal party, religious or other 
interest group.

Slated to be the one 
of the largest black ethnic 
communities in Canada in 
the near future, the Nigerian 
community is estimated to 
be over 50,000 in the GTA.

continued on p(26 & 43)

416-661-6117

Call For Your
Complimentary
Consultation!

4732 Jane Street, Toronto ON M3N 2L2 
(Next to Smart Choice)

www.shorehamdental.ca

Dr. Nosente Bollo-Kamara and Associates
SHOREHAM DR.

STEELES AVE
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YORK
UNIVERSITY

905-459-7778
171 Main Street N, Unit 1. Brampton, ON L6X 0H4

S h o r e h a m  D e n t a l
FAMILY DENTAL CARE

DREAMING OF EARNING A MD / MBBS DEGREE?
All Saints University (ASU) can help you realize your dream.Features:

- Licensed Medical Graduates in the USA, Canada, Israel, Nigeria, UAE etc
- Recognition by WHO, MCC, ECFMG
- Small student-focused class sizes (30 - 40 per class)
- 2 campuses (Dominica and St. Vincent)
- Clinical Training at top-notch affiliated teaching hospitals in the USA, 
Canada, UK, Nigeria etc
- Up to 50% Tuition Fee Scholarhips

Space is limited!
To register call 
1-866-602-9555

Admission in progress.
Eligibility: High school gradutes with credits in science 
subjects, english and math or University students / graduates.
Earn your MBBS or Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree in as little 
as 3 years and 4 months!

For
Upcoming
Seminar

For more information and application visit: www.allsaintsuniversity.org or call: 416-743-9222

Call:
416-743-9222

INSURANCE RECOVERY CENTRE
119 Benny Stark Street, Toronto, ON M6N 3N4

Contact:
Dave Mullett 
Manager

416-654-7222 ext. 270
dmullett@starkautosales.com
www.starkautosales.com

AUCTION EVERY MONDAY
We have around 3000 cars at all times

Actual
LEGAL SERVICE
• Personal Injury
• Debt Recovery
• Insurance Claims
• Criminal (Summary)

Contact
Adam S. Ridolfi
Tel: 416-896-0396
Fax: 416-667-1446
2901 Steeles Ave. W, 
Suite 23. Toronto 
Ontario M3J 3A5 
E-mail:
adamridolfi@aol.com
www.actuallegalservices.ca



2

VOLUME 14 •  ISSUE 11 •  NOVEMBER  2019

NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWS  •  To Advertise  Call : 416-318-3506

ISLINGTON NORTH CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. M Agyemang, B.Sc. (Hon.), D.C.

Chiropractic & Rehabilitation

NOW INTRODUCES:
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION THERAPY

STATE OF THE ART TREATMENT FOR:
1. Protruding and Herniating Discs
2. Degenerative Disc Disease (DDD)
3. Spinal Root Impingment
4. Degenerative Joint Disease (DJD)
5. Compression Fractures

As well we offer services for:
Motor Vehicle Accidents • Extended Health Care
Soft Tissue Massage • Custom made orthotics

Tel: 905-264-8010
Fax: 905-264-9010
CLINIC HOURS
Mondays & Thursdays - 9:30-5:30 pm
Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 9:30-8:00pm 
Fridays: 9:30-1:00pm
Saturdays by appointment only

Location: 7007 Islington Ave., Unit 14, Woodbridge, Ont. L4L 4T5
(NORTH-EAST corner of Islington & Steeles.

Injured?
NO WIN - NO FEE
Car Accidents - Slip and Fall - Denied Benefi ts

Call today!  905-487-6333 
Visit our web site at www.lawyer4me.com

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public

Dr. Pius L. Okoronkwo
LL.B., BL, LL.M. (Dalhousie, Canada), 
Ph.D. (Osgoode, Canada)

AREAS OF PRACTICE
• Criminal Law
• Family Law
• Civil Litigation
• Corporate and Commercial Law
• Immigration and Refugee Law
• International Economic Law and Investment
• Estate and Trust Law
Your Legal Problems Solved with Competence and Professionalism

PIUS L. OKORONKWO

1183 Finch Ave. W, Suite 603, Toronto, ON  M3J 2G2
Tel: 647-831-7487 • Fax: 416-650-0168

THE LAW OFFICE OF



106 Regina Road,
Unit 3, Woodbridge,

ON L4L 8M8

JAMES IDOWU AUTOS INC.
Complete Auto Mechanic Repairs & Used Car Sales

Tel: 437-388-5646

Dele
Chief Mechanic

•Fuel Injection Specialist 
• Electronic Repairs 
•Brake & Tune-ups 

•Air Condition

Safety Inspection
All kinds of Taxi D.O.T.

Email: jamesforgod29@gmail.com
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ALL NATIONS UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, KOFORIDUA, GHANA
offers the following programmes:

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
Bachelor of Engineering (Oil and Gas )
Electronics & Communications Engineering
Bachelor of Engineering (Biomedical )
Bsc. (Hons) Computer Science
Bachelor of Engineering (Computer)

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing
Bachelor of Business Administration in Entrepreneurship
Bachelor of Business Administration in Human Resource Management
Bachelor of Business Administration in Banking and Finance

DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMANITIES & SCIENCES
Bsc. Nursing (Joint Programme with Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science & Technology)
Biblical Studies with Business Administration

Apply Today: www.anuc.edu.gh • admissions@anuc.edu.gh • registrar@anuc.edu.gh • Ghana: 233-82-21587/ 215888 • Canada: 416-667-9333 • Toll Free: 1-866-845-5505Equipped For Every Good Work

THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH  
LAWNA CANADA
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever” – Heb 13 : 8

Are you under the bondage of Satan ? – come unto Jesus now – Mark 16:17
Are you terrified by bad dreams ? – come unto Jesus now – Pro 3:24
Do you want total freedom from demonic forces ? – come unto Jesus now – Luke 1:8

You are cordially invited to celebrate Jesus with us at

 TORONTO ASSEMBLY

CALGARY ASSEMBLY AJAX ASSEMBLY

425 EDDYSTONE, UNIT 3, 
TORONTO, ONT. M3N 1H8
Sunday Service: 10:00am - 12:30pm
Friday Service  : 07:00pm - 08:00pm
Tel: 647-863-5736 • 647-770-5890

Hounsfield Heights Briar
Community Center

1922-14 Avenue NW, Calgary, 
Alberta T2N1M5

Sunday Service: 
09:00am – 11:00am

Tel: 587-718-9633
      403-801-2980

Michaelle Jean
Public School
180 Williamson Drive East,
Ajax. ON. L1Z0G7
Sunday Service:
10:00am – 12:30pm
Tel: 647-770-5890
647-621-4877

NEW 
LOCATION

DR. AYOKUNLE FAGBEMIGUN

FISDES MEDICAL CENTRE

MD., C.C.F.P.
Family Medical Practice / Walk-in Clinic

1525 Albion Road,
SUITE 210, Etobicoke,
ON M9V 5G5
(Albion Rd. & Finch Ave. West)

Tel: 416-401-8888
Fax: 416-743-9797
info@fisdesmedical.ca
www.fisdesmedical.ca

Opening Hours: 
Monday-Friday: 9am-6pm

• New Clinic 
• Accepting New Patients
• We accept Walk-in Patients
• Convenient Location

• Quality Care • Comfortable Space
• Convenient Location

FOR SALE

STORE
Call: 647-272-2097

BEAUTY SUPPLY

Turnkey Operation With Great Inventory
IN THE GTA AREA.



GIVE YOUR

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

DR. JIDE
ODUSANYA
DENTAL OFFICE

A BOOSTSmile

1280 Finch Avenue West,  #418
Downsview, ON M3J 3K6

Tel: 416-736-9119

377 Burnhamthrope Rd. E., #109 
Mississauga ON L5A 3Y1
Tel: 905-896-9578
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(For other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ 1 Cor.3:11)

TELE – CONFERENCE on (416) 639-2426

Jesus Is Lord

* *

WHEN: EVERY SUNDAY
Hour Of Worship:

10.00AM – 12.30PM

The Lord Is Waiting For You To Address All Your 
Foundational Problems Today As You Worship With 

Us. Donʼt Be Left Out.

TUESDAY: 
TELE – CONFERENCE on (416) 639-2426, CODE: 7880#

TIME: 7.00PM
LOCATION: 71 Milvan Dr, North York, ON M9L 1Y8

FOR PRAYER AND COUNSELLING: 647-721-6870 • 647-701-6871 • 647-693-2611

You Shall Be Established On A New Foundation

BURDENED by DEBT?

Help is just a phone call away through HOPE4U
Patrick @ 647 864-HOPE (4673)
Roy @ 416-854-HOPE-(4673)

HOPE4U  provides

Credit Canada Debt Solutions  provides

• FREE assessment 
• FREE money management course if needed
• FREE referral to Credit Canada Debt Solutions  if needed
• FREE initial set up fees for Debt Consolidation Programs with 
   Credit Canada Debt Solutions

• FREE counselling with a certified Credit Counsellor
• FREE review of all debt relief options
• Debt consolidation without loans, bankruptcy or insolvency
• Stop collection calls and interest, reduced monthly payments                                                                                                                 

HOPE For You Community Services
415 Oakdale Road Unit 361E, Toronto • www.hope4you.ca

In Partnership with: Credit Canada Debt Solutions                                                                        
A non-profit credit counselling agency providing affordable, practical 
budgeting solutions and confidential debt help since 1966
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5385 STEELES AVE W - UNIT 3 
 NORTH YORK , ON , M9L 1R6

WWW.AUTOPLUTO.CA

WE 
APPROVE

ALL
 CREDIT

CONTACT US
 647-846-5665

 NEW CREDIT 
    WORK PERMIT 
       STUDY PERMIT
              BAD CREDIT
                NEWCOMER

Aut     Pluto
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NGO IN STRUGGLE TO EMANCIPATE BLACKS 
FROM ECONOMIC, POLITICAL BARRIERS IN PEEL

EX BRITISH PM CAMERON, GOODLUCK 
JONATHAN CLASH

BRAMPTON 
POSTHUMOUSLY HONOURS 
ICONIC REGGAE ARTIST, 
KARL MULLINGS

By Stanley Ugagbe

The city of Brampton 
has named one of its wa-
terways, the K.W. Mullings 
Channel, to honour the late 
renowned reggae music in-
dustry stalwart and influ-
ential artist manager, Karl 
Mullings who passed away 
in Toronto, on July 29, 2005 

Brampton Mayor, Pat-
rick Brown stated at the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
that “To make such a mark 
in your community, that you 
have a park, have a channel, 
have an ecosystem named 
after you, is a legacy that 
lives on”.

Recall that Mullings, 
who was nicknamed “Mullo” 
and “Mayor of Brampton”, 
worked with reggae luminar-
ies, such as the late Jackie 
Mittoo, Lynn Taitt, Hopeton 
Lewis, The Fabulous Flames, 
The Cavaliers, The Sheiks, 
The Cougars and his multi-
award-winning daughter, 
Tanya Mullings.

Some of Mullings 
family, friends, Brampton 
politicians and community 
members in attendance were 
Ashley Davis, Tipper Henry, 
former councillor, Garnett 
Manning, Mayor Patrick 
Brown, Karl Winston Mull-
ings-Pinnock, Carrie Mull-
ings, Damian DaSilva, Jordan 
Mullings, Tanya Mullings, 
Brampton West MP can-
didate Murarilal Thapliyal, 
Trey DaSilva, Luther Brown 
and Keely Davis.

The iconic ceremony 
was opened with a vocal in-
terlude and tribute song by 
Singer, Natural Fyah.

In an interview with 
Images Newsletter, Carrie 
Mullings said “The Mullings 

family is honoured to have 
shared such a memorable 
event with the very com-
munity that our father and 
patriarch worked so hard to 
help grow and sustain, and 
in a city which he also called 
home”.

Mullings was a co-
founder of the Toronto chap-
ter of the Cornwall College 
Alumni Association and 
founding organizer of the 
cultural event that gave birth 
to Caribana in Toronto

The legendary reggae 
artist was born in St. Eliza-
beth and graduated from 
Cornwall College in Montego 
Bay. For more than 40 years 
he ruled Toronto’s world of 
reggae. 

Karl Mullings was 
pivotal in transforming the 
music scene in Toronto from 
what was predominantly 
soul/funk in 1963 to intro-
ducing reggae to the com-
munity. The late artist is 
recognized as the “Forefather 
of Canadian Reggae,” his 
legacy and hard work giving 
foundation to generations of 
musicians and artists, now 
living in Canada.

The artist who had 
several accolades to his 
name, operated Club Jamaica 
on Yonge Street in Toronto, 
followed by the West Indian 
Federation Club and, later, 
the Caribana Club. 

In recognition of his 
works, Mullings was award-
ed the Peter Tosh Memorial 
Award by the Canadian Reg-
gae Music Awards in 1994. 
The Caribbean Crucible ra-
dio program, 105.5 FM also 
gave him the Circle of Dis-
tinction Award in 2005 for 
his lifetime service to reggae 
music.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Alarmed by the 
economic barriers and 
lack of political en-
gagements resulting in 
negative outcomes for 
many black individu-
als and families try-
ing to succeed in Peel, 
'Our Legacy Bramp-
ton Black Community 
Hub' aims to change 
the narrative in t he 
region by centralizing 
culturally sensitive 
service organizations 
into one space.

One of the found-
ers and team lead of 
the non-profit organi-
zation, Idris Orughu 
disclosed this develop-
ment to our correspon-
dent through a state-
ment.

According to the 
statement, "Many 
black-focused non-
profit organizations 
are spending over 
40% of their funds on 
overhead and struggle 
to maintain capacity 

while still growing".
The NGO accord-

ing to the statement, 
averred that despite 
the strong demograph-
ic representation in the 
region, the black com-
munity is being side-
lined on both econom-
ic and political fronts.

It noted that "the 
inability to find re-
sources has led to ser-
vices being disjointed 
which negatively im-
pacts the clients as 
their individual needs 
are not viewed in a 
holistic manner".

In lieu of the 
challenges blacks are 
facing in the region, 
the statement noted 
that "Our Legacy Hub 
brings together the 
black African and Ca-
ribbean diaspora in 
Brampton, Caledon 
Mississauga encom-
passing the region of 
Peel".

The statement 
continued that the 
NGO aims to "change 

the tide in Peel by cen-
tralizing the unique 
culturally sensitive 
organization into one 
space".

The team lead 
and co-founder, Id-
ris according to the 
statement said "by 
centralizing black 
community services in 
a wrap around holistic 
approach we are able 
to minimize costs and 
maximize outcomes, 
while supporting the 
positive growth of the 
diaspora as contribu-
tors to the social po-
litical and economic 
prosperity to the re-
gion Peel".

The founder of 
this NGO, Idris Orughu 
is a strong believer in 

community activism 
and participation. He 
is a project manager 
who has volunteered 
in Municipal/Federal 
elections and coached 
boy’s basketball in 
Brampton’s youth pro-
grams. 

Further commu-
nity involvement in-
cludes successfully 
organizing the first of 
its kind – Meet & Greet 
event for the African 
& Caribbean commu-
nity for Mayor Patrick 
Brown; with the focus 
on common history 
and the need for col-
laboration in political/
civic matters. 

In addition, Idris 
recently mobilized the 
black community in 
Brampton, to attend 
a Peel District School 
Board Trustee meet-
ing and voice their 
concerns in regards to 
incidences related to 
Anti-Black Racism by 
its Board members and 
in its schools. 

By Stanley Ugagbe

Immediate past 
Nigerian President, 
Goodluck Jonathan 
has berated former 
British Prime Minister 
David Cameron over 
his remarks in his 
book 'For the Records'.

Cameron had in 
his book accused the 
Jonathan-led govern-
ment of corruption 
and rejecting the help 
of the British Gov-
ernment in rescuing 
the Chibok Girls, who 
were kidnapped on 
April 14, 2014.

Reacting to Cam-
eron's remarks, Jona-
than denied the accu-
sations saying nothing 
of such ever occurred. 
He said "I read the 
comments by former 
British Prime Minis-
ter, David Cameron, 
in his new book, For 
the Record, in which 
he accused me and the 
Nigerian Government, 
which I headed, of cor-
ruption and rejecting 

the help of the British 
Government in rescu-
ing the Chibok Girls, 
who were kidnapped 
on April 14, 2014@".

"It is quite sad that 
Mr. Cameron would 
say this because noth-
ing of such ever oc-
curred. As President 
of Nigeria, I not only 
wrote letters to then 
Prime Minister David 
Cameron, I also wrote 
to the then US Presi-
dent, Barrack Obama, 
and the then French 
President, François 
Hollande, as well as 
the Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, appealing to 
them for help in rescu-
ing the Chibok Girls".

He questioned 
that "How could I write 
to appeal for help and 
then reject the very 
thing I appealed for? 
Also, history contra-
dicts Mr. Cameron. On 
March 8, 2012, when 
the same Boko Haram 
linked terrorists ab-
ducted a British expa-

triate named Chris Mc-
Manus, along with an 
Italian hostage Franco 
Lamolinara, in Sokoto, 
I, as Nigerian Presi-
dent, personally autho-
rised a rescue effort by 
members of the British 
military Special Boat 
Service supported by 
officers and men of the 
Nigerian Army, to free 
the abducted men".

"So, having set 
a precedent like that, 
why would I reject 
British help in rescu-
ing the Chibok Girls, if 
it was offered? I also 
authorised the secret 
deployment of troops 
from the United King-
dom, the United States 
and Israel as a result 
of the Chibok incident, 
so how Mr. Cameron 
could say this with a 
straight face beats me".

The former Ni-
gerian number one 
citizen continued that 
"Moreover, on March 
8, 2017, the British 
Government of former 
Prime Minister, The-

resa May, in a widely 
circulated press state-
ment, debunked this 
allegation and said 
there was no truth in 
it after Mr. Cameron 
had made similar state-
ments to the Observer 
of the UK".

"In his book, Mr. 
Cameron failed to men-
tion that I wrote him 
requesting his help on 
Chibok. Why did he 
suppress that informa-
tion? I remind him that 
copies of that letter ex-
ist at the State Houses 
in Nigeria and London. 
He never called me 
on the phone to offer 
any help. On the con-
trary, I am the one that 
reached out to him".

Jonathan also 
faulted Cameron for 
accusing him of ap-
pointing Generals 
based on political con-
siderations saying he 
was completely blind 
to ethnic or political 
considerations in his 
appointments.

continued on p(42)
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• Full Goat
• Fresh Fish
• Cow/Goat Tripe
• Cow Skin
• Cow Foot
• Oxtail
• Hard Chicken
• Smoked Meats & Fish
• African Groceries

M O S A I C

MOSAIC MEATS

WHOLESALERS
(A DIVISION OF FILAD ENTERPRISES)

High Quality African Meats

mosaicfoods@hotmail.com
mosaicafricanfoods.com

• Mosaic Food Products
• African Movies / Music (CDS / DVD)
• Mini Food Products

HIGH QUALITY
AFRICAN PRODUCTS
AT WHOLESALE PRICE

RETAILERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF GROCERY, 
COSMETICS, AFRICAN MOVIES & MUSIC

62 EDDYSTONE AVE, NORTH YORK, ON M3N 1H4
416-745-1044

Tel: 416-917-2790 • 416-744-1078
 Fax: 416-748-8957
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admin@nigeriancanadiannews.ca
publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca
ncnewsoffice@gmail.com
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It is in our best in-
terest to fashion out in-
genious ways out of the 
present socio-economic 
quagmire bedeviling our 
beloved country. 

Since the downward 
trend of oil price in the 
middle of 2014, coupled 
with oil production short-
ages and US crude supply 
in recent years, the non-
oil sector presents us with 
a salvaging alternative to 
boost the country’s GDP. 
Thankfully, there’s already 
an awakening by the pres-
ent administration to al-
low investors both home 
and abroad have access to 
the limitless opportunities 
in the key performance 
indicators of the economy. 
The leap in the ease of do-
ing business rankings and 
the closure of the land bor-
ders. As professionals and 

stakeholders in the Nigeri-
an project, we are aware of 
the possibilities hence, this 
Summit presents us with 
the opportunity to channel 
our zeal towards critical 
sectors of the economy. 

The economic trans-
formation of a country 
is majorly influenced by 
the policy decision of the 
political class. Over the 
years, Nigeria’s techno-
crats have abandoned the 
course of nation-building 
to the political class, de-
ciding to lay out strategies 
and policies on the pages 
of newspapers and social 
media without getting 
involved. They assume 
that constantly bashing 
the government is the 
go-to strategy for making 
meaningful impact. Un-
fortunately, not much will 
be achieved if we do not 

engage and provide the 
platform for all of us in the 
Diaspora community to in-
teract with government of-
ficials and decision makers 
in formulating policies that 
can propel short and long 
term measurable economic 
growth. With the 2019 
general elections over, the 
next three and a half years 
will either set the country 
on course for economic 
transformation or a sorry 
tale of a step forward and 
20 steps backward.

No doubt, invest-
ment is largely tied to a 
country’s GDP. In fact, the 
investment share to GDP 
has continued to witness 
a sustained increase since 
2017 when it topped at 15 
percent and is projected to 
improve to 26 percent by 
2022 according to a PWC 
report. In an atmosphere 
of economic freedom, in-
crease in consumption and 
population growth, invest-
ment in key economic sec-
tors has become the most 
fundamental drivers of 
economic growth.

Rising Debt Profile
The federal and state 

governments are essen-
tially a debt balloon at 
$81.27 billion (N24.947 
trillion) and may never 
be able to attain the peak 
of excellence due to their 
debt burden. The bubble is 
about to burst. It is not an 
alarm to scare us all into 
oblivion and timidity but 
seek pragmatic ways out. 
The federal government 
since the beginning of this 
year adopted a tax system 
that seeks to add to its rev-
enue through the numer-
ous tax regimes such as 
7.5% on VAT, deductions 
on online transactions and 
import duties. 

Despite govern-
ment’s hurried interven-
tion strategies to avoid 
another recession and 
fast track GDP growth, it 
is very evident that the 
wealth of nations is the 
aggregate contribution of 
its working population and 
not of the government. 
It is in this vein that the 
recent border closure is a 
welcome development ir-
respective of political lean-
ings. For instance, the rice 

value chain for local rice 
producers has the capacity 
to provide employment for 
numerous Nigerians who 
are willing to tap into the 
new opportunities of the 
new ‘oil’ in the agricul-
tural sector. Wealth must 
be created from within. 
Local farmers can well 
improve their productivity 
and packaging if the tools 
and machines are readily 
available. The private sec-
tor must be proactive es-
pecially in the areas of real 
economic pointers such 
as health sector financing 
and providing the man-
power for specific areas in 
the life saving sector. 

As a people, we must 
take charge of our com-
mon destiny. The greater 
the challenge, the greater 
the opportunities present-
ed to us. The challenges 
are a pointer to our resolve 
to build persistently and 
forge ahead against the 
tide.

Trudeau reshuffles 
cabinet

The October elections 
evidently tested the Lib-
eral government’s resolve 
to foster unity especially 
from the western prov-
inces. Losing major seats 
and having to rely on 
forming a government of 
unity, ministerial appoint-
ments has thus become a 
matter of political calcu-
lations. The appointment 
if Chrystia Freeland for 
instance, from the foreign 
ministry to head the ener-
gy ministry will have to be 
about diplomacy, pacify-
ing and negotiating rather 
than business. Since the 
Trudeau government isn’t 
willing to back down on 
abandoning the pipeline 
extension and restraining 
energy supply, Freeland's 
experience will be brought 
to bear as she 
leads to restore 
national unity.

Toughened 
environmental 
protection laws 
has made the oil-
rich provinces 
of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan to 
view the govern-
ment as foe and 
hence, they’re 

willing to take up a fight.
Appointing cabinet 

members from the west 
certainly speaks volumes 
of the Prime Minister's 
quest for reconciliation 
and healing. One impor-
tant scenario in recent 
years might be the need 
to protect the interest of 
the working class in the 
region. In this vein, the 
task at hand, which of 
course the new minister 
must look into is finding 
alternatives for a people 
who have all their lives 
relied on energy. In the 
next five years, there will 
be more political engage-
ments rather than rubber 
stamp political decisions 
and ultimately, here in 
lies our quest to allow our 
democratic norms prevail.

The Liberals will also 
have to revisit tax cut and 
re-table the new NAFTA 
ratification legislation. 
While it was introduced 
and passed through the 
debate stage in the last 
Parliament, the bill died 
a natural death when the 
election was called and 
Parliament was dissolved. 

Meanwhile, the Ca-
nadian Ethnic Media As-
sociation  recognized and 
honored Nigerian Cana-
dian News Canada for 
its role as a leading eth-
nic media organization. 
NCNC has been at the 
forefront of fostering in-
tegration among diverse 
ethnic groups in Canada 
as it continues to attract a 
wide range of audience. It 
has not also desisted from 
its core vision of inform-
ing and educating even 
as it provides a platform 
for minority groups. It 
is a honor well deserved 
which should be a catalyst 
to doing more. Congratu-
lations.

NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWSPAPER, CANADA
Your Best Community Newspaper
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HEALTHY LIVING
Disclaimer: In no way are any of the suggestion herein meant to take the place of advice given by a licensed health care professional. Please always consult your doctor before commemcing any medical treatment.

Nigerian Canadian News

Sickle Cell Awareness
Supports

Know your Sickle Cell Status.
Get tested today

WHAT’S THE FIRST 
SIGN OF GLAUCOMA?

10 WARNING SIGNS OF ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE

5 TIPS TO BEAT THE 
FLU BEFORE IT BEGINS

(NC) Producing few 
symptoms until it is seri-
ously progressed, glauco-
ma is the leading cause of 
blindness for people over 
age 60 and can lead to life-
long vision damage if left 
untreated. That’s why it’s a 
disease everyone needs to 
be aware of.

A survey conducted 
by the Canadian Ophthal-
mological Society found 
that 61 per cent of people 
are unaware of the signs 
and symptoms of glauco-
ma. When symptoms oc-
cur, blind spots develop in 
the field of vision. Many 
don't notice these blank 
spots until the optic nerve is 

significantly damaged and 
these spots become large. It 
is crucial to schedule regu-
lar eye exams to catch the 
disease before any serious 
damage is done.

Some people have a 
higher risk of developing 
glaucoma. These include 
those who are over 40, 
have a family history of 
glaucoma, have high in-
traocular pressure, or have 
diabetes or high blood pres-
sure.

Learn more about 
glaucoma and what you 
can do to detect and pre-
vent this disease at cos-
sco.ca.

(NC) School’s back in 
session and that means flu 
season is right around the 
corner. Even if you’ve got 
the perfect flu-free streak 
going, it’s important to take 
steps to prevent the flu so 
that you don’t risk spread-
ing it to someone who can’t 
afford to get sick.

Children, seniors, chil-
dren, people who are preg-
nant or have chronic medi-
cal conditions are especially 
vulnerable to the flu. Let’s 
beat the odds this season 
with a few handy tips to 
boost immunity from Jack-
lyn Villeneuve, a registered 
dietitian:

1. Eat nutrient-rich 
foods. Eating well is one 
of the best ways to ensure 
that your body has the nu-
trients it needs for a strong 
immune system. Foods like 
citrus fruits and sweet pep-
pers, beans and legumes, 
nuts and seeds, and probiot-
ics such as yogurt are rich in 
essential vitamins C, E, and 
zinc, which are helpful allies 
in fighting off sickness. Con-

suming nutrient rich foods 
over supplements provides 
the added benefit of also 
containing things like fibre, 
calcium and/or healthy fats, 
but before consuming any 
of these nutrient rich foods, 
don’t forget to wash your 
hands.

2. Get a good 
night’s sleep. When your 
body is well reste d, it’s more 
equipped to combat foreign 
germs that attack your im-
mune system. Make sure to 
get lots of rest before you 
start feeling ill to keep your 
immune system ready for 
whatever comes your way.

3. Stay active. 
Working out has more ben-
efits than just helping you 
stay in shape. Staying ac-
tive can also help boost your 
immune system, leading to 
a less likely chance that the 
flu will knock you down. 
People who exercise regu-
larly may get fewer colds 
and recover faster.

4. Minimize stress. 
Opposite to exercise, stress 
depletes the immune sys-

Wondering if you 
should be concerned about 
Alzheimer's or another 
type of dementia? If you 
observe any of these 10 
classic warning signs (as 
noted by the Alzheimer's 
Association), you should 
contact your physician. 
Why? Two reasons:

1. Those symptoms 
could be a sign of a con-
dition that resembles de-
mentia but could be poten-
tially reversed if identified 
and treated.

2. There are many 
benefits to early detection 
of dementia.

MEMORY CHANGES
The first and most 

common warning sign is 
memory loss that inter-
feres with daily life. This 
includes repeated requests 
for the same information, 
increased reliance on writ-
ten notes or family mem-
bers, and more difficulty 
with remembering recent 
events or information.

What it's not: Occa-
sionally forgetting where 
you placed the car keys.

While memory loss 
is often what comes to 
mind when we think of 
Alzheimer's disease, there 
are nine other warning 
signs that are just as im-
portant.

WITHDRAWAL FROM 
USUAL ACTIVITIES

Apathy, lack of in-
terest, and withdrawal 
from people and activities 
around you can be indica-
tive of early dementia.

Examples include no 
longer following a favorite 
sports team, being apa-
thetic about spending time 

with treasured grandchil-
dren, giving up knitting or 
woodworking, and skip-
ping the monthly get-to-
gethers with good friends.

What it's not: Need-
ing a longer break between 
activities or occasionally 
feeling overloaded with 
obligations.

DISORIENTATION TO 
TIME OR PLACE

If you've ever awak-
ened from a deep sleep 
and couldn't immediately 
determine the day, time 
or location, you've ex-
perienced disorientation. 
Magnify that many times 
over and you've got one 
of the warning signs of 
Alzheimer's. Disorienta-
tion includes an inability 
to determine what season 
or year it is, your loca-
tion, or why you're in that 
location. As Alzheimer's 
progresses, it's not un-
common for the person to 
believe she's many years 
younger than she is due 
to an unawareness of time 
passing.

What it's not: Won-
dering what day it is and 
figuring it out by checking 
the calendar.

VISUAL-SPATIAL 
DIFFICULTIES

Visual-spatial chang-
es are another warning 
sign of dementia. This in-
cludes difficulty with depth 
perception and distances, 
recognition of familiar 
faces or objects and in-
terpretation of the images 
that we see. Activities in-
cluding navigating stairs, 
climbing into a bathtub, 
finding your way home, 
or reading a book may be-
come more difficult.

DECREASE IN 
WRITTEN OR VERBAL 
COMMUNICATION 
ABILITY

Do you often find 
yourself trying to come 
up with the right word 
and have to settle for say-
ing "the thing you cook 
food on" because the word 
"stove" just won't come to 
you? Maybe you've al-
ways been a good writer 
and recently, you're no-
ticing that you can't get 

your thoughts down on 
paper very well. A change 
in communication ability 
serves as a warning sign 
of dementia.

What it's not: Occa-
sional inability to find the 
right word.

CHALLENGES IN 
PROBLEM-SOLVING 
AND PLANNING

Maybe your memo-
ry seems fine to you, but 
balancing your checkbook 
and getting the bills paid 
on time has become much 
harder lately. Or you've 
always been a good cook, 
but the multiple steps 
in recipes don't seem to 
make sense anymore. 
Even making coffee in the 
morning takes longer to 
figure out.

These activities in-
volve executive function-
ing, an ability that typical-
ly declines in dementia. If 
you notice these changes 
in yourself or someone 
you love, contact your 
physician for an assess-
ment.

What it's not: One or 
two mistakes in your math 
calculations.

PERSONALITY AND 
MOOD CHANGES

Has your normally 
easy-going father become 
irritable and fearful lately? 
Maybe he accused you 
of helping him clean his 
house just so you could 
take his money or steal 
his favorite treasures. Or, 
he had a catastrophic re-
actionwhen you drove him 
to the store and they had 
moved the bread to a dif-
ferent aisle.

If he's always been 
temperamental or ornery, 
it's unlikely that this is 
related to his cognitive 
functioning. However, a 
change over the last sev-
eral months in his usual 
mood and behavior is a 
warning sign that his brain 
may be experiencing some 
changes, and he should be 
evaluated for dementia.

What it's not: Be-
coming a little more "set in 
your ways" and disliking 
changes.

MISPLACING ITEMS 
FREQUENTLY

Know someone who 
struggles to keep track of 
things? In dementia, this 
is exponentially increased. 
Not only might things be 
misplaced, but the process 
of looking for the item by 
retracing her steps is much 
more difficult. The person 
with dementia may become 
frustrated because "some-
one" put her eye glasses 
in the freezer or "took" her 
purse. Not only can she not 
find her shoes, she has no 
recollection as to how they 
got in the oven.

What it's not: Losing 
your keys and them later 
remembering you set them 
down on the piano to an-
swer your phone.

DECLINE IN JUDGMENT
If you've noticed a pat-

tern of poor judgment lately 
in your loved one, it's time 
to schedule an appointment 
with a physician. Perhaps 
it's repeatedly getting taken 
by phone scams and giv-
ing money away, or your 
normally neatly-groomed 
mother often looks dishev-
eled and needs a shower. 
You might also notice that 
she is not appropriately 
dressed for the weather.

What it's not: The oc-
casional questionable deci-
sion with which a loved one 
disagrees.

DIFFICULTY 
PERFORMING 
FAMILIAR TASKS

Getting lost on your 
way home from the local 
grocery store, an inability 
to perform the job you've 
had for 20 years or diffi-
culty making your signature 
grilled cheese are warning 
signs of Alzheimer's disease 
or another type of dementia.

It's important to rec-
ognize that this isn't refer-
ring to attempting to learn 
something new, such as a 
new computer system, but 
rather is a change in the abil-
ity to complete a task you've 
always been able to perform 
until now.

What it's not: Difficulty 
in figuring out and using the 
new television remote con-
trol.
 www.verywellhealth.com

tem. For this reason, it’s 
important to try to minimize 
your stress levels, especial-
ly at high-risk times. Both 
stress and the flu take a toll 
on the body, and experienc-
ing one makes it more likely 
that you will experience the 
other. Try practicing yoga or 
meditation to encourage re-
laxation.

5. Get your flu 
shot. While the above steps 
are important in helping us 
boost our immune systems, 
did you know that 70 to 90 
per cent of flu cases can be 
avoided through vaccina-
tion? The best thing you can 
do is to get your shot each 
fall to beat the odds and help 
protect those around us who 
can’t risk getting the flu.

Need help in your 
quest to prevent the flu? 
Your local Loblaws in-store 
registered dietitian is there 
to help with personal con-
sultations and shop-with-
a-dietitian services. Book 
your appointment today at 
bookadietitian.ca.
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HUNDREDS OF CHILDREN FREED FROM 
‘TORTURE’ SCHOOLS IN NIGERIA

12-YEAR-OLD NIGERIAN BAGS 
AWARD FOR DISCOVERING 
MATHS FORMULA

By Stanley Ugagbe

The Nigerian flag has 
again been flagged high as 
a 12-year-old Nigerian boy; 
Chika Ofili has been awarded 
the TruLittle Hero award for 
discovering a new way to di-
vide in mathematics. 

Chika’s mathematics’ 
teacher, Miss Mary Ellis who 
is also the head of the math-
ematics department at West-
minster Under School said he 
(Chika) discovered the new 
formula while solving a holi-
day assignment.

Ellis disclosed that she 
gave Chika a book called 
First Steps for Problem Solv-
ers (published by the UKMT) 
to study during the holidays. 
According to her, the book 
had several divisibility tests 
which are used to quickly 
work out whether a number 
is exactly divisible by either 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9 before 

you start dividing, but had no 
easy or memorable test listed 
for checking divisibility by 7. 

Ellis said Chika solved 
the question and also had an 
algebraic proof to back it up. 
His new formula involves 
taking the last digit of any 
whole number, multiplying it 
by 5 and then adding it to the 
remaining part of the number 
to get a new number. If this 
new number is divisible by 7, 
then the original number is 
divisible by 7

According to her, 
“Something very exciting 
happened last Friday when 
one of my pupils, Chika Ofili, 
popped into the classroom 
and asked if he could tell me 
something he had thought of 
over the summer holidays. I 
was intrigued.” 

She continued: “I had 
given him a book called First 
Steps for Problem Solvers 
(published by the UKMT) to 

look at over the holidays and 
inside the book was a list of 
the divisibility tests, which 
are used to quickly work out 
whether a number is exactly 
divisible by either 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8 or 9 before you actu-
ally start dividing. Except that 
there was no test listed for 
checking divisibility by 7. The 
reason why it was missing is 
because there is no easy or 
memorable test for dividing 
by 7, or so I thought!   

“In a bored moment, 
Chika had turned his mind to 
the problem and this is what 
he came up with. He realised 
that if you take the last digit 
of any whole number, multi-
ply it by 5 and then add this 
to the remaining part of the 
number, you will get a new 
number. And it turns out that 
if this new number is divisible 
by 7, then the original num-
ber is divisible by 7. 

What an easy test!” 

By D.Forrester

“But mathematically, 
we needed to find a proof. 
Once a theorem is proved 
mathematically it will always 
be true. Pythagoras proved 
his famous theorem over 
2,500 years and when he 
died, he knew it would never 
be disproved. It is important 
to realise that a result cannot 
be proved by finding thou-

sands or even millions of re-
sults which support it. 

Delineating on the 
development, she said “I 
woke up early on Saturday 
morning still thinking about 
Chika’s test and rang my 
younger brother, Simon Ellis, 
who also happens to teach 
Maths, and asked him if he 
had ever come across the 
test. He hadn’t and immedi-
ately set about trying to write 

a proof. 
“An hour later he sent 

me a watertight algebraic 
proof! He also discovered 
that the test works if you 
start by multiplying the last 
digit by 12, 19, 26, 33 … 
and then add it to the re-
maining part of the number. 

And furthermore, it 
works if you double the last 
digit and then subtract it 
from the remaining part of 
the number, or if you mul-
tiply the last digit by 9, 16, 
23, 30 … and subtract. And 
actually the doubling and 
subtracting test can be easily 
found on the internet. 

“But we both agreed 
multiplying the last digit by 
5 and adding it to the re-
maining part of the number 
is much more appealing! 

She concluded that 
“Mr O’Donnell urged me to 
tell the school about Chika’s 
discovery, so an impromptu 
demonstration followed in 
Monday’s assembly. We are 
now trying to figure out how 
to make this test more widely 
known, as it is so simple that 
it really should be taught 
alongside the other divisibility 
tests”.

JUSTIN TRUDEAU UNVEILS 
NEW CABINET

By D.Forrester

In his attempt to successful-
ly run his minority government, 
Justin Trudeau has unveiled a 
new cabinet whose priority is to 
ward off threats to national unity 
and combat climate change.

The new cabinet comprises 
36 Ministers. In a statement, 
Trudeau labelled his new cabinet 
as a “strong, diverse and experi-
enced team” that will be “work-
ing tirelessly for all Canadians.”

A few important ministers 
retained their posts. Crown-
Indigenous Minister Carolyn 
Bennett, Innovation Minister 
Navdeep Bains, Finance Min-
ister Bill Morneau,  Veteran Af-
fairs Minister Lawrence Ma-
cAulay, Agriculture Minister 
Marie-Claude Bibeau and De-
fence Minister Harjit Aulay all 
retained their offices.

Other Ministers are mount-
ing big portfolios: Ahmed Hussen 

now becomes Social-Develop-
ment Minister, Marco Mendicino 
is the new Immigration Minister, 
Seamus O’Regan is now Natural 
Resources Minister, Patty Hajdu 
becomes Minister of Health, and 
debutant Marc Miller is the Min-
ister of Indigenous Services.

Two ministers that remain 
MPs have been ousted from 
the cabinet:  The former Health 
Minister, Ginette Petitpas Taylor 
is now the Deputy Government 
Whip while the former Science 
and Sport Minister, Kirsty Dun-
can is now the Deputy Leader of 
the government in the House of 
Commons.

Winnipeg MP Jim Carr was 
not named in the new cabi-
net owing to the fact that he 
is currently battling cancer but 
Trudeau has made him a special 
representative for the Prairies 
to be an active voice in cabinet 
for Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba.

By D.Forrester

Nigerian Police 
have rescued about 
1,000 children and 
adults from four dif-
ferent Islamic schools 
over the past 30 days 
and have labelled the 
conditions in these 
schools inhumane.

This development 
has put pressure on 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to beef up secu-
rity on traditional pri-
vate schools known as 
Almajiris- schools that 
teach millions of chil-
dren in the northern 
part of the country.

147 students were 
released by authorities 
in one facility in Kadu-
na state recently. The 
pupils were taken to a 
camp and at that camp, 
police assessed their 
condition and contact-
ed their relatives.

While talking 
about the abuse en-
countered by the stu-
dents, Garba Shehu, 
Buhari’s spokesman 
said: “No responsible 
democratic government 
would tolerate the ex-
istence of the torture 
chambers and physical 
abuses of inmates in 
the name of rehabilita-
tion of the victims.”

About 10 million 

children attend Islamic 
schools that have been 
a viable path for the 
children to become reli-
gious scholars for cen-
turies. In these schools, 
teachers are respon-
sible for promotion of 
discipline, peace and 
humility but part of the 
education involves pu-
pils begging for money 
on the street. 

Few parents pay 
their children's tuition 
to memorize the Quran 
while others rely on re-
ligious leaders to help 
youths battling drug 
addiction and mental 
illness in places that 
lack formal health care. 

But the clamp-
down has showed what 
looks like an exploita-
tion of the system.

Isa Sanusi of Am-
nesty International in 
Abuja said: “The more 
people who rely on 
them, the more brutal 
they become.”

Few days before 
the Kaduna raid, 500 
people were rescued 
from an Islamic school 
which people believed 
to be a rehabilitation 
center for young people 
that possess behavioral 
issues in Katsina state.

Officials said the 
people who were freed 
had been chained to 

walls, beaten with 
canes and gone hungry 
in packed rooms.  

Also, 67 men and 
boys were rescued from 
a similar facility in an-
other state in the north-
western region. Images 
revealed shirtless vic-
tims sitting on bare 
floor, some had chains 
tied round their necks. 

Furthermore, au-
thorities discovered 
500 men and boys liv-
ing in a place where 
Kaduna Police Chief Ali 
Janga described as a 
“house of torture.” All 
these have triggered a 
wave of investigation 
of such schools across 
the region.

Officials said chil-
dren of 5 years were 
kept in chains as police 
published the photo of 
a boy with scars at his 
back and arms. 

Leaders of the 
raided schools did not 
respond to requests for 
comment immediately.

Ibrahim Garba 
Buzu, who operates 
an Islamic school in 
Maiduguri said he read 
about the raids with 
dismay.

He said: “Such 
people should be pros-
ecuted and not be seen 
as representing the Is-
lamic schools.”
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NEW COIN HONOURS 
METIS LEADER, LOUIS RIEL

LATE DORA AKUNYILI’S 
DAUGHTER, NJIDEKA, ON 
TIME’S ‘100 NEXT’ LIST

DON CHERRY SAKED 
OVER ANTI-IMMIGRANT 
RANT

ALBERTA GOVERNMENT 
WANTS WAGE CUTS

By D.Forrester
 
Mint's new coin 

honours Metis leader 
Louis Riel

The Royal Cana-
dian Mint has issued a 
coin which features a 
portrait of Louis Riel, 
an important Metis 
leader and the founder 
of Manitoba.

The latest was in 
honor of the 175th 
anniversary of Riel's 
birth. It is also the first 
coin to be engraved 
with Michif, the of-
ficial language of the 
Metis Nation.

Riel was a no-
table figure in the Red 
River and North-West 
resistances to assert 
Indigenous rights and 
stop the Canadian en-
croachment on Metis 
land. He was executed 

in 1885.
The coin has a 

portrait of Riel wear-
ing a fur-trimmed 
buckskin jacket cov-
ered with floral bead-
work and accompa-
nied by a traditional 
Coventry sash in the 
shape of an infinity 
sign, which represents 
the Metis Nation.

"Louis Riel is both 
an iconic figure and 
an aspirational role 
model not only for 
the Métis Nation, but 
for all Canadians. He 
protected Métis self-

determination, stood 
strong for language, 
religious, and Indig-
enous rights, and re-
sisted injustice," said 
Manitoba Metis Fed-
eration President Da-
vid Chartrand in a 
statement made avail-
able to news outlets.

It was designed 
by Metis artist Da-
vid Garneau and only 
15,000 will be pro-
duced. It costs $59.95 
and is now available.

Métis National 
Council President 
Clement Chartier said 
that Riel's vision and 
sacrifice "not only 
shaped the struggle 
of the Métis people 
to secure their place 
within the Canadian 
Federation but also 
gave birth to western 
Canada itself."

By D.Forrester

Late Dora Aku-
nyili must be rolling 
happily in her grave 
as her daughter, the 
highly talented Njide-
ka Akunyili-Crosby, 
has been profiled in 
the 2019 Time Maga-
zine ‘100 Next’ list.

Time’s ‘100 Next’ 
is an annual list of 
100 influential people 
in the world who are 
actively contributing 
to changing the world 
through their craft.

Her late mother 
was a former Direc-
tor-General of the 
National Agency for 
Food Administra-
tion and Control; and 
also a former Min-
ister of Information 
and Communications 
from 2008 to 2010.

Njideka Akun-
yili-Crosby’s works 
continue to sell for 
millions at auctions.

“But in 2018, it 
was possible to see 
one at Los Angeles’ 
Museum of Contem-
porary Art free of 
charge — you didn’t 
even have to go in-

side.
“The visual artist 

was only the second 
person to be chosen 
to create a mural on 
the walls of the mu-
seum itself, which 
was visible from 
Grand Avenue’s side-
walk.

“It featured 
brightly coloured 
scenes of domestic 
life: in one section, 
a woman rests her 
elbow on a table, 
seemingly deep in 
thought.

“Akunyili-Crosby 
— who moved to the 
U.S. from Nigeria in 
her teens— is known 
for such scenes, some 
of which are autobio-
graphical and incor-
porate references to 
both countries,” Car-
lisle wrote.

In her words, 
Akunyili-Crosby told 
TIME, “I’m really 
looking at how [Ni-
geria and the U.S.] 
are complex hybrid 
spaces.”

She sold a paint-
ing of hers for the 
sum of N1.2bn in 
2018.

By D.Forrester 

The Alberta govern-
ment is seeking to cut 
wages as binding arbi-
tration gets set to resume 
with more than 180,000 
public sector workers.

Finance Minister 
Travis Toews says a two 
percent wage cut will 
soon be effective.

He stated that 
salaries of public sec-
tor workers account for 
more than half of gov-
ernment expenses and 
is higher than provinces 
with similar income.

Workers affected 
include nurses, social 
workers, hospital sup-
port staff, prison guards, 
conservation officers, 
toxicologists, restaurant 
inspectors, therapists 
and sheriffs.

They were to have 
their wages reopened 

earlier this year under 
collective agreements, 
but the province passed 
a law to delay them un-
til Oct. 31 so it could get 
information from a panel 
studying Alberta's fi-
nances.

The unions had 
sought for pay increase 
from three per cent to 
almost eight per cent, 
and the government had 
been asked for a wage 
freeze.

Toews admitted that 
the circumstances on 
ground require a pay cut.

"We cannot ask Al-
berta taxpayers to fund 
public-sector pay raises 
during a time when far 
too many workers in the 
private sector have lost 
their jobs and many oth-
ers have seen significant 
pay cuts in recent years," 
Toews said in a state-
ment.

By D.Forrester 

Don Cherry, Can-
ada’s influential, flam-
boyant and highly  
opinionated hockey 
commentator, was 
sacked recently for call-
ing immigrants “you 
people” in a television 
harangue in which 
he said the country’s 
fallen soldiers are not 
honored by the new 
immigrants.

The President of 
Rogers Sportsnet, Bart 
Yabsley announced the 
decision following a se-
ries of discussions with 
the 85-year-old broad-
caster.

In a statement, 
Yabsley said: “It has 
been decided it is the 
right time for him 
to immediately step 
down. During the 
broadcast, he made di-
visive remarks that do 
not represent our val-
ues or what we stand 
for.”

Cherry ridiculed 
immigrants by saying, 
“You people … you 
love our way of life, 
you love our milk and 
honey, at least you can 
pay a couple bucks for 

a poppy or something 
like that. These guys 
paid for your way of 
life that you enjoy in 
Canada, these guys 
paid the biggest price.”

The tradition of 
wearing poppies in 
Canada is a way of  
honoring the country’s 
war dead on Remem-
brance Day, which was 
recently observed.

Cherry has of-
fered commentary after 
the first intermission 
of “Hockey Night in 
Canada” for over three 
decades.

However, he said 
late he would not apol-
ogize. He said: “I know 
what I said and I meant 
it. Still do. Everybody 
in Canada should wear 
a poppy to honor our 
fallen soldiers.”

Cherry also denied 
singling out visible 
minorities. He said : 
“I did not say minori-
ties, I did not say im-
migrants. If you watch 
‘Coach’s Corner,’ I did 
not say that. I said 
‘everybody.’ And I 
said ‘you people. Irish, 
Scotch, anybody that’s 
newcomers to Canada, 
and they should wear 

a poppy to honor our 
dead from the past, 
whether they’re Scotch 
or Irish or English, 
or where they come 
from.”

The National 
Hockey League re-
vealed in a statement 
that Cherry’s com-
ments were “offensive 
and contrary to the 
values we believe in.”

Ron MacLean who 

is a longtime co-host of 
“Coach’s Corner,” apol-
ogized as well. While 
apologizing, MacLean 
said: “Don Cherry 
made remarks that 
were hurtful, discrimi-
natory, where flat-out 
wrong. I owe you an 
apology too. That’s the 
big thing I want to em-
phasize. I sat there, I 
did not catch it., I did 
not respond.”
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SEX FOR GRADES: 
FOURSQUARE 
CHURCH, UNILAG 
SUSPEND LECTURER 
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By Stanley Ugagbe

Following the 
publication of a docu-
mentary by BBC Af-
rica Eye exposing 
sexual harassment of 
students by lecturers, 
the Foursquare Gospel 
Church and University 
of Lagos (UNILAG) 
have suspended Dr 
Boniface Igbeneghu 
haven been found 
wanting. 

Before his suspen-
sion, Boniface was the 
head pastor of a Four-
square Gospel Church 
in Lagos and a senior 
lecturer in the Faculty 
of Arts, UNILAG, and 
former sub-dean.

The embattled 
lecturer was caught 
on camera attempting 
to force himself on a 
journalist who camou-
flaged as a 17-year-old 
admission seeker.

UNILAG vice-
chancellor, Prof. Olu-
watoyin Ogundipe, 
who confirmed Boni-
face's suspension to 
newsmen, said “A 
panel will be set up to 
investigate the issue”. 

On their part, the 
Foursquare Gospel 
Church issued a state-
ment directing Igbene-
ghu to step down from 
all ministerial assign-
ments. 

Ikechukwu Ug-
baja, the church’s na-
tional secretary, in a 
statement said appro-

priate measures would 
be taken against Ig-
beneghu. 

The statement 
which was made 
available to newsmen, 
reads:  

“The attention of 
the leadership of the 
Foursquare Gospel 
Church in Nigeria has 
been drawn to a video 
clip trending on social 
media platforms titled 

“Wherein a lec-
turer in University of 
Lagos names Dr. Boni-
face Igbeneghu also 
described as a pastor 
in Foursquare Gospel 
Church was allegedly 
involved in sexual 
misconduct with some 
female students of the 
university. 

“The general pub-
lic is hereby informed 
that as a holiness 
and Bible-believing 
Church, we do not 
condone such heinous 
and unscriptural act 
among our ministers

“We totally dis-
sociate ourselves from 
the purported conduct 
of Dr. Igbenoghu and 
promise to take appro-
priate measure as soon 
as the ongoing investi-
gation is concluded. 

“Meanwhile, the 
pastor in question has 
been asked to step 
down from all min-
isterial assignments. 
Thank you all. Rev. 
Ikechukwu Ugbaja 
National Secretary".

By Dr. Liza Egbogah

As a Nigerian-Canadian doctor 
and shoe designer I have always 
had a dream of incorporating my 
love of Nigerian fashion into my 
shoe line and also bringing my 
clinical expertise back to Nige-
ria. These two passions are what 
brought me to Nigeria for Lagos 
Fashion Week. Not only did I seek 
inspiration from the visionary de-
signers - I also wanted to develop 
relationships with local artisans 
to work with me for my ANKARA 
collection coming out next year. As 
well as printing the beautiful wax 

print designs on 
leather I want to 
incorporate some 
unique African 
elements while 
at the same time 
providing gain-
ful employment 
for the Nigerians 
working towards 
this collection. In 
addition part of 
proceeds will go 
towards a Lagos 
based charity that 
supports women.

But back to 
Lagos Fashion 
Week. I was as 
enamoured with 

the ethereal runway shows as I was 
with the street style that I observed 
outside of the shows. I met a wom-
an name Onyii who was adorned 
with a pearl face mask and found 
out that she is also a medical doctor. 
I went to ‘The Republic’ to upgrade 
my own wardrobe for the last day of 
LFW.  There I found amazing pieces 
from JZO and Assian whose shows I 
was privileged to witness. And my-
self having a degree in pharmacol-
ogy found common ground with the 
designer of JZO - Joseph who himself 
is a pharmacologist. I certainly felt 
at home with doctors and pharma-
cologist who also have an immense 
passion for fashion.

My personal favourite shows 
were those of EmmyKasbit and 
WUMAN. I loved the modern take 
on African fashion with clean lines, 
slightly muted hues and phenom-
enal construction. Upon my re-
turn to Canada I hoped to purchase 
some pieces from the collections 
only to be disappointed by the re-
striction on many banks for making 
purchases or sending money to Ni-
geria. I truly believe that the beau-
tiful and innovative Nigerian arts 
and are one of the keys to creating 
a more positive image of Nigeria. I 
hope this is true so that one day Ni-
geria is seen as a visionary country 
and I can support businesses there 
without issue or restriction.



By NCNC Staff

In a development that 
is currently making waves 
for its new record, the richest 
people in Canada have been 
revealed.

These stakeholders 
were made public by CEO-
WORLD Magazine in its an-
nual Canada rich list index.

According to the fi-
nancial publication's annual 
listing which had 41 billion-
aires, 2019 remarkably saw 
the sum wealth of the top ten 
richest Canadians hit a new 
record high of $96.4 billion.

The publication specifi-
cally revealed that Chairman 
of Thomson Reuters, David 
Thomson earned the top 
spot with an estimated net 
worth of a whooping $39 bil-
lion. Recall that the business 
mogul became the wealthi-
est man in Canada after the 
demise of his father in 2006 
when he became chairman of 
Thomson Corporation.

According to the index, 
Joseph Tsai is the second rich-
est person in Canada with an 
estimated net worth of $10.2 
billion. Tsai who is also a dual-
citizen of the Peoples Republic 
of China, is the Vice-chairman 
of Chinese e-commerce gi-
ant Alibaba Group. Also, the 

business icon owns nearly 
half of the Brooklyn Nets Na-
tional Basketball team.

Third on the list is 
British Canadian business-
man, Galen Weston who is 
believed to have a net worth 
of $9 billion. He is the chair-
man emeritus of George 
Weston, a Canadian food 
processing and distribution 
company, which controls 
Loblaws and Shoppers Drug 
Mart.

The fourth and fifth 
spots were claimed by Da-
vid Cheriton and James Ir-
ving who have estimated 
net worth of $6.4 billion and 
$6.3 billion, respectively.

Jim Pattison who is be-
lieved to have an estimated 
net worth of $5.7 billion 
claimed the sixth spot.

All estimated net worth 
figures are in U.S. dollars.

Below is the list of the 

Richest People in Canada ac-
cording to the publication.

David Thomson: $39 
billion

Joseph Tsai: $10.2 bil-
lion

Galen Weston: $9 bil-
lion

David Cheriton: $6.4 
billion

James Irving: $6.3 bil-
lion

Jim Pattison: $5.7 bil-
lion

Huang Chulong: $5.6 
billion

Emanuele (Lino) Sa-
puto: $5.1 billion

Chip Wilson: $4.6 bil-
lion

Mark Scheinberg: $4.5 
billion

Alain Bouchard: $4.1 
billion

Peter Gilgan: $4 billion
Arthur Irving: $3.5 bil-

lion
Daryl Katz: $3.1 billion
Bob Gaglardi: $3 billion
Tobi Lutke: $2.9 billion
Garrett Camp: $2.7 bil-

lion
Robert Miller: $2.7 bil-

lion
Mitchell Goldhar: $2.7 

billion
Lawrence Stroll: $2.6 

billion

Jean Coutu: $2.5 billion
Michael Lee-Chin: $2.4 

billion
Carlo Fidani: $2.3 bil-

lion
Serge Godin: $2.3 bil-

lion
Charles Bronfman: 

$2.3 billion
Jacques DAmours: 

$2.1 billion
Pierre Karl Péladeau: 

$1.8 billion
Stephen Smith: $1.8 B 

$2 billion
Marcel Adams: $1.7 

billion
Stephen Jarislowsky: 

$1.6 billion
Hal Jackman: $1.6 bil-

lion
Gerald Schwartz: $1.6 

billion
Mark Leonard: $1.5 

billion
N. Murray Edwards: 

$1.4 billion
Bruce Flatt: $1.4 billion
Brandt Louie: $1.4 bil-

lion
Peter Szulczewski: 

$1.4 billion
K. Rai Sahi: $1.3 billion
Jack Cockwell: $1.3 bil-

lion
Terence (Terry) Mat-

thews: $1.2 billion
Guy Laliberté: $1 billion
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DON’T LET CHRISTMAS SEND 
YOU INTO DEBT 

ALBERTA GOVERNMENT 
TO CANCEL 2 CHILD-CARE 
SUBSIDIES NEXT MONTH

DAVID THOMSON CLAIMS TOP SPOT AS 
CANADA’S RICHEST REVEALED

F I N A N C E                       

By Ajay Oberoi- GTA 
Credit Solutions Services 

Ltd.

Aѕ thе holiday season 
аррrоасhеѕ, mаnу оf us mау 
get саrrіеd away trуіng tо 
give оur fаmіlу and frіеndѕ 
еvеrуthіng wе thіnk thеу wаnt, 
аnd mоrе. Gеnеrоѕіtу drives 
our actions and оur dесіѕіоnѕ. 
Unfоrtunаtеlу, it саn also drive 
uѕ into debt. 

Chrіѕtmаѕ rеаllу саn 
be thе mоѕt wоndеrful time 
of thе year. It саn аlѕо bе the 
mоѕt ѕtrеѕѕful аnd expensive. 
If money’s tоо tight tо mеntіоn 
at the mоmеnt, уоu mіght 
wish уоu соuld skip the whole 
fіаѕсо аltоgеthеr! 

Luckily, thеrе аrе lоtѕ of 
ways tо ѕіdе-ѕtер any poten-
tial dеbt hangover once thе 
Christmas dесоrаtіоnѕ аrе 
long packed аwау 

Put together a budget 
and stick tо іt! 

Aѕ soon аѕ you can, 
gаthеr tоgеthеr all of thе fig-
ures fоr уоur incomings and 
оutgоіngѕ аnd рut thеm іntо a 
budget, thіѕ саn gо a lоng wау 
of bеіng dеbt frее аftеr Christ-
mas. 

Onсе thіѕ is dоnе, tаkе 
a look at whаt уоu have lеft 
over once уоu’vе соvеrеd 

уоur bіllѕ, living соѕtѕ, and 
dеbt rерауmеntѕ. Yоu should 
nоw hаvе аn іdеа whаt you 
hаvе аvаіlаblе for Christmas 
рrеѕеntѕ аnd оthеr festive 
еxреnѕеѕ. 

Stay off unрlаnnеd 
оvеrdrаftѕ 

The реnаltіеѕ thаt can 
come wіth unрlаnnеd over-
drafts саn bе huge. If уоu muѕt 
uѕе an оvеrdrаft, juѕt tаlk tо 
your bank fіrѕt tо mаkе ѕurе 
you dоn’t рісk uр аnу fіnеѕ. 

Suggest a Secret Santa 
Onе wау to сut dоwn 

оn present-buying hаѕѕlе іѕ 
to ѕuggеѕt that the family or 
уоu аnd уоur closest friends 
hаvе a ‘secret Santa’. Inѕtеаd of 
buying presents fоr іndіvіduаl 
реорlе, you соuld аgrее оn аn 
аffоrdаblе lіmіt аnd уоu оnlу 

have tо рurсhаѕе оnе рrеѕеnt. 
Yоu mау еvеn find thаt уоur 
fаmіlу оr frіеndѕ аrе in a simi-
lar роѕіtіоn аnd wіll be grate-
ful for уоur suggestion. 

Cut thе Christmas 
саrdѕ 

Cards саn be аn expen-
sive раrt of Chrіѕtmаѕ.  You 
buу them for fаmіlу, you buу 
thеm fоr frіеndѕ.  Thеn you ѕее 
them being handed аrоund at 
wоrk аnd уоu ѕtаrt to fееl thе 
рrеѕѕurе оf buуіng them fоr 
еvеrуоnе in thе office too. 

Instead оf sending саrdѕ 
which, lеtѕ be hоnеѕt, аrе juѕt 
gоіng tо еnd uр in thе lаndfіll 
fоr thе next thousand уеаrѕ, 
you could ѕеnd e-cards in-
stead. 

Take uр some temporal 
wоrk 

Lоtѕ оf ѕhорѕ, 
rеѕtаurаntѕ аnd wаrеhоuѕеѕ 
wіll rесruіt fоr tеmроrаrу ѕtаff 
over Chrіѕtmаѕ. Thіѕ саn bе 
a great орроrtunіtу tо make 
some еxtrа money durіng thе 
festive period. 

Avoid hіgh APRѕ  
As wіth unplanned 

оvеrdrаftѕ, short-term 
‘рауdау’ lоаnѕ аnd credit 
саrdѕ can quісklу become vеrу 
еxреnѕіvе. Pауіng interest оn 
any рurсhаѕе іѕn’t іdеаl, but bе 
sure tо ѕtееr clear оf thе mоrе 
еxреnѕіvе оffеrѕ оf credit, еvеn 
іf уоu really nееd thеm. 

Use Credit Cаrd 
Rеwаrdѕ 

Yоu саn get some hеlр 
wіth уоur Christmas hоlіdау 
соѕtѕ bу using your Dіѕсоvеr 
саrd to рау for everyday pur-
chases уеаr-rоund. Thіѕ hеlрѕ 
you еаrn valuable Cashback 
Bоnuѕ rеwаrdѕ оn еvеrу 
рurсhаѕе. Your Cаѕhbасk 
Bоnuѕ nеvеr еxріrеѕ, and you 
саn rеdееm уоur rеwаrdѕ аt 
аnу tіmе in a vаrіеtу of wауѕ. 
Dероѕіt уоur Cаѕhbасk Bоnuѕ 
to уоur bаnk ассоunt оr 
rеdееm a ѕtаtеmеnt сrеdіt tо 
оffѕеt уоur ѕреndіng. In case of 
you have credit or debt issues 
visit www.gtacredit.com or call 
416 650 1100

By D.Forrester

The government of Al-
berta will cut child-care subsi-
dies with effect from January. 
This cut will leave parents 
and preschool operators 
searcing for solutions. 

The province notified 
parents recently that the kin 
child-care subsidy, which 
gave parents the ability to 
pay a member of the family 
to look after their child, would 
be cancelled at the end of the 
year. The plan covered up to 
$400 a month for children 
that have not started school-
ing and $200 a month for 
children who are in grades 
one to 6.

While reacting to this 
development, single mother 
Leanne Collings said: "People 
are really going to be hooped 
with this."  

Few weeks ago, Leanne 
was approved for the $400 
a month kin subsidy which 
would have ran till September 
2020 and allowed her to pay 
a family member to take care 
of her five-year-old daughter.

She said: "I just don't 
understand how they can is-
sue approvals and then just 
walk away from them. Why 
wouldn't they have just let all 
of their existing approvals run 
out?"

Collings narrated fur-
ther that even though she 

just recently got qualified for 
the subsidy, the relative who 
she has paying to look after 
her daughter would be ex-
pecting that cash.

She said: "We had a 
contract in place until Sep-
tember 2020. So when you 
start rearranging your funds 
and start living as if you're 
getting the money the gov-
ernment said that they were 
going to give you, and then 
they take it away, it forces 
you to re-evaluate every-
thing."  

Also the stay-at-home 
parent subsidy will be can-
celled at the end of the year. 
This subsidy has helped 
parents who are attending 
school or working part time 
to cover preschool costs of up 
to $1,200 a year.

Lauren Armstrong of 
Ministry of Children's Servic-
es said in a statement that the 
two subsidies that were about 
to become eliminated were 
used by less than 1 per cent 
of Alberta parents. 

She said: "Budget 2019 
provides $13.4 million (a to-
tal of $300 million) in new 
funding to support the grow-
ing number of families ac-
cessing child-care subsidies."

Armstrong said kin 
child care in particular has 
insufficient checks and bal-
ances to make sure it was go-
ing toward caregivers.

TRUDEAU CONDEMNS 
PROTESTS DURING PRO-
ISRAEL EVENT AT 
YORK UNIVERSITY

By Dele Akintilo

Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
has condemned the pro-
tests that happened at a 
pro-Israel event at York 
University recently in a 
tweet.

The protests were 
led by Students Against 
Israeli Apartheid (SAIA) 
and Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that the 
protests featured 600 pro-
testers. During the pro-
tests, there were Chants 
of “Free Palestine” and 
“Viva viva Intifada.”

Trudeau's tweet 
read: “On Wednesday 

night, violence & racist 
chants broke out against 
an event organized by 
the Jewish community 
at York University. What 
happened that night was 
shocking and absolute-
ly unacceptable. Anti-
Semitism has no place in 
Canada. We will always 
denounce it & all forms 
of hatred.”

After the Prime Min-
ister tweeted, B’nai Brith 
Canada responded via 
tweet to thank the Prime 
Minister. B'nai Canada 
tweeted, “Thank you 
Prime Minister @Justin-
Trudeau for your strong 

continued on p(33)

David Thomson



By Pastor Taiwo 
Iredele Odubiyi

Continued from the 
last issue

As Albert waited 
for Grace to get to the 
car, he looked at her. 
She had not gained any 
weight. Mere looking at 
her, no one would know 
she was pregnant, car-
rying his child.

When she reached 
him, he called her, 
“Grace,”

She didn’t answer.
“Can we go some-

where to talk?”
“Go somewhere 

to -” she stopped and 
glared at him. She un-
locked her car. “Will you 
please move?!”

He didn’t. “Hold 
on, Grace. We need to 
talk. I’ve thought about 
this whole thing. I’m 
willing to support you 
any way you want me 
to.”

“That’s very gen-
erous of you. Very well 
said like a gentleman 
doing me a favour. Well, 
I don’t need your fa-
vour, okay?” 

“Calm down, Grace. 
That’s not what I said.”

“It doesn’t matter 
what you said! Now, 
will you please move?”

“I will as soon 
as we resolve a few 
things.”

“There’s nothing to 
resolve. Will you please 
leave me alone and 
move?”

He did, stepping 
away from the car. 
“Fine.”

She pulled the door 
open and entered.

“I’ll be expecting 
your call.” He told her.

As she drove on in 
the direction of her fa-
ther’s office, she won-
dered about what Albert 
had said. Expecting my 
call? Why would I call 
him? I don’t want to 
ever talk to him again. 
Then she remembered 
that she was supposed 
to inform him about the 
meeting with her family. 
She would have to call 
him after all. 

“I’ve been expect-
ing you.” Lulu said 
when she got to his of-
fice which was on the 
ground floor of a two-
storey building. 

The lean man was 
in his fifties with some 
gray in his hair and 

lines on his face.
After the greetings, 

she told him, “Dad, I’ve 
come to let you know 
how much of a fool I’ve 
been.”

Grace knew that 
her father was not a 
Christian and might not 
see her being pregnant 
as wrong.

His smile faded as 
he said, “Why did you 
say that? What did you 
do? What happened?”

“I’m pregnant.”
“Pregnant?” He 

asked with a frown. 
Then he spoke again, “I 
thought they said born 
again Christians don’t 
do such things?”

“Er – yes. I made a 
mistake.”

“Well, that’s okay.” 
He said. “Who is he?”

She told him it was 
Albert.

“When is the wed-
ding? Have you set a 
date?”

“Well, there is no 
plan for that now.”

“Why not?” He 
stared at her over his 
glasses. “What are you 
waiting for?”

“He’s not ready.”
He was angry. “If 

he knew he was not 
ready, why did he im-
pregnate you?”

Grace knew her fa-
ther liked to use prov-
erbs and she expected 
one soon as he contin-
ued talking.

“That’s an act of ir-
responsibility! As some-
one said, when you 
choose an action, you 
choose the consequenc-
es of that action! And 
there’s a proverb that 
says: He who follows 
his own advice must 
take the consequences!”

Two proverbs at a 
go, she thought. Way to 
go, Dad.

“Why would he 
expect you to raise the 
child alone, by your-
self?”

As Lulu talked, 
Grace felt like laugh-
ing. Was it not the 
same thing he did to her 
mother? He made her 
become a single parent. 

“He will have to 
marry you!”

“Dad, he doesn’t 
have to.”

“What do you 
mean? You want to 
have the child out of 
wedlock, be an unmar-

ried mother?”
“Dad, I -”
“No! Who do you 

think is going to be in-
terested in marrying 
you? How many men 
do you think will like to 
take on another man’s 
child?” He shook his 
head in disbelief.

“I will be fine, Dad. 
I can’t force him to mar-
ry me. I don’t want a 
situation where he will 
feel trapped, and resent 
me and the baby, it will 
be a marriage he doesn’t 
want.” 

She told him about 
the family meeting with 
Albert.

“I’m not sure I 
want to be there. I’ll ask 
my brother to attend.”

Ibie had just fin-
ished a three-hour man-
agement meeting and 
was on her way back to 
her office. She opened 
a door and stepped into 
her secretary’s office 
who on seeing her, got 
up and opened the ad-
joining door to Ibie’s of-
fice.

“Bring my lunch 
please.” Ibie said. She 
looked at her watch. 
The time was four. She 
would have to leave 
soon. Today being Tues-
day, there would be mid-
week service in church 
and she needed to see 
Pastor Femi before the 
service would start.

She entered her of-
fice and sat down heav-
ily. Resting her head, 
she looked round the 
large office. A side of 
the cream-painted room 
was decorated with 
framed photographs of 
Ibie and some other staff 
of the company at pro-
motional events for the 
cosmetic products. Pho-
tographs of the directors 
of the company were 
also there. 

After eating, she 
called Pastor Femi 
to know if he was in 
church. When he an-
swered in the affirma-
tive, she told him she’d 
like to see him and 
would be on her way 
right away.

It didn’t take her 
long to get to the street 
of the church as there 
was not much traffic. 

continued on p(43)
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With This Ring

SHOULD I TELL MY MUM ABOUT 
MY FATHER AND HIS COUSIN?

PASSION

Dear Agatha,

My mother is a very 
hard working woman. As 
a matter of fact, she is 
the one taking care of the 
family-from paying our 
school fees and providing 
us with accommodation. 
My father on the other 
hand is always between 
jobs. He finds it almost 
impossible to keep a job 
down because of his char-
acter. If he is not fight-
ing mum at home, he is 
drunk and misbehaving. 
Severally, mum has set 
him up in one business or 
the other, but it is always 
the same story. He would 
run the business aground 
and be back to fomenting 
trouble in the house and 
neighborhood

If being irrespon-
sible was the only cross 
we had to carry on his 
behalf, my siblings and I 
would not have been af-
fected. But he also has 
the penchant of engag-
ing in extra marital af-
fairs with any woman in 
skirts. If he isn’t sleeping 
with our paid helps, it 
would be the neighbor’s 
wife or daughter.

We lost count of 
the many times we were 
chased away from our 
accommodations be-
cause of our father’s 
many indiscretions. Mum 
had to make a decision 
to develop the land she 
bought several years 
back to protect us from 
the constant embarrass-
ments brought on us by 
our father.

Agatha, my new 
worry is the reason I 
want your help. There 
is this woman who is 
my father’s cousin. They 
have the same mater-
nal grandmother. Three 
months ago, her mar-
riage crashed and she 
came to live with us. 
Ordinarily, she is a nice 
woman but the rumor 
mill has it that her mar-
riage crashed because of 
her constant affairs. As 
a matter of fact, anoth-
er of my father’s cousin 
warned my mother not 
to allow her stay with 
us. She told my mother 
that she might end up 
regretting her decision to 
accommodate her. Since 
she refused to be cate-
gorical in her statement, 
my mother dismissed her 
warnings and allowed 
her in-law stay.

None of us would 
have found out anything 
if I didn’t come home 
from work unannounced. 
I wasn’t feeling fine so 
came home two hours af-

ter I left for work; to walk 
into my father and his 
cousin making out in the 
living room.  I won’t dis-
gust you with the whole 
details but they have 
been begging me not to 
reveal what I know about 
them to my mum. I later 
discovered from my fa-
ther’s other cousin, that 
they have been sleeping 
with each other since 
they were kids and that 
dad was the main reason 
her marriage failed and 
she, the reason my father 
isn’t doing well in his 
marriage and life too.

Now this is the rea-
son I need your help. I 
don’t want to carry the 
burden of keeping this 
from my mother but I 
also don’t want to be 
the one to give her this 
news that would break 
her completely. Although 
they both promised to 
discontinue but knowing 
what I now know, there 
is no way both of them 
can stay away from each 
other.

Please help me 
make a decision before 
my mum finds out in a 
circumstance that might 
completely destroy her.

Adebola.
  

Dear Adebola,
Given the back-

ground to your parents’ 
marriage, there is no rea-
son why you shouldn’t 
tell your mother about the 
relationship between your 
father and his cousin. Or-
dinarily, if the relationship 
wasn’t fraught with such 
massive insincerity and 
irresponsibility, it would 
have been wrong for you 
to interfere in your par-
ents’ marriage. The fact 
too that your father disre-
spected the sanctuary of 
his home by bringing in 
his mistress and sleeping 
with her under his matri-
monial roof, erases your 
responsibilities towards 
him.

In addition, keep-
ing quiet could be inimi-
cal to your mother’s life 

because out of despera-
tion to be completely free, 
your father and his lover, 
can come with a plan that 
would erase your mother 
permanently.

This is a possibility 
you must not sweep un-
der the carpet. Being the 
one who caught both of 
them pants down, you 
have enough evidence, 
to back your accusation 
against your father and 
his mistress. It would 
also be best if you can 
get some of your father’s 
relatives who are in the 
know to speak out on the 
matter. The conspiracy of 
silence to which they ap-
pear to have been sworn 
to must give way to the 
truth if a permanent solu-
tion to this shame is to be 
found. Already the lady’s 
marriage has suffered 
from this silence just as 
your family is also suffer-
ing.

Your mother may 
not be totally ignorant of 
what is happening in and 
around her but maybe 
staying on because of her 
children. Not many wom-
en want to expose the 
deficiencies in their mar-
riages to their children 
and the world. Your tell-
ing her, maybe the clarion 
call she needs to face cer-
tain truths about her mar-
riage. Telling her, doesn’t 
mean you are encourag-
ing her to quit but it is 
extremely important she 
is given the opportunity 
to make a choice in her 
life that is already compli-
cated with falsehood and 
wrong decisions.  

What your mother 
needs the most now is 
your support and under-
standing. The best way 
to support your mother is 
not to question her deci-
sion. Don’t forget she is 
the one wearing the shoes 
and knows where they 
hurt the most.  Whatever 
decision she makes, en-
sure you are by her side 
all the way. Explain ev-
erything to your siblings 
so they also understand 
whatever would happen 
to your mother and fa-
ther.

Your family has 
gotten to that important 
junction in life when the 
nakedness and brutality 
of the truth is given the 
free rein to do its work 
of healing. It is only then 
that your family can 
move forward from this 
point of stagnation.

May God give you 
the strength to do the 
right thing and heal your 
home.

Good luck.

Agatha  Edo
gataedo@yahoo.com 
agatha.edo@gmail.com 
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TWO COPS CHARGED WITH ASSAULT

MICHIGAN MOTHER FILES SUITE AGAINST 
PRIEST THAT DISCLOSED HER SON 
COMMITTED SUICIDE

AMAZON FILES LAWSUIT 
TO CHALLENGE 
PENTAGON’S AWARD OF 
$10 BILLION CONTRACT 
TO MICROSOFT

WHAT IS A RECORD 
SUSPENSION?

By Marcel Ugoh

The trial of a 
Toro¬nto police con-
stable and his brother 
alleged to have beaten 
a bl¬ack teen nearly 
thr¬ee years ago has 
beg¬un in Oshawa, 
Ont.

Michael Theri-
ault and his brother 
Chris¬tian Theri-
ault were last month 
charged with aggravat-
ed assault in the beat-
ing of Da¬fonte Miller, 
who was 19 at the time 
of the December 2016 
incident.

They were also 
charged for obs¬truction 
of justice by giving 
false info¬rmation to 
investig¬ators. They 
have ple¬aded not 
guilty to all charges.

Michael Theriault 
was off duty at the time 

of the incident, which 
took place in Whitby, 
Ont.

The two brothers 
had earlier informed 
the police th¬ey caught 
Miller bre¬aking into 
their car.

In a brief open-
ing statement, Crown 
att¬orney Peter Scrut-
ton said the brothers 
could also be found 
guilty of aggravated as-
sault for carrying out 
an unlawful ar-rest or 
using exces¬sive force 
during th¬at arrest.

Lawyers for Mill-
er have previously 
alle¬ged race was a 
factor in the incident, 
and that the Theriau¬lt 
brothers kicked their 
client and hit him in the 
face with a metal pipe.

Miller's left eye 
was knocked out of its 
socket and split into 

four, his lawyers have 
said. He also suffered 
a broken nose, broken 
orbital bone, bruised 
ribs, reduced vision in 
his right eye and a frac-
tured wrist, they said.

Miller at that time 
was later charged with 
assault with a weapon, 
possession of a dan-
gerous weapon, theft 
under $5,000 and pos-
session of marijuana. 
The charges were later 
withdr¬awn.

The judge-alone 

tri¬al is expected to 
la¬st two weeks.

Mr. Miller slept in 
the same bed as his 
mother who mopped 
up the blood sustained 
from the injury two 
months after the in-
cident and fluid that 
leaked out of his eye 
wound throughout the 
night, he told a packed 
courtroom at the Su-
perior Court of Justice 
in Oshawa. The trial 
judge is Justice Joseph 
Di Luca.

By Marcel Ugoh

A lawsuit that was 
filed by a mother in 
Michigan alleges that 
the Catholic priest who 
conducted her son’s fu-
neral ignored the fam-
ily’s demand for a “posi-
tive, uplifting and loving 
message,” and rather re-
vealed that the son died 
by suicide — then con-
demned the man.

Nigerian Canadi-
an News gathered that 
Linda Hullibarger filed 
the lawsuit recently in 
Wayne County Circuit 
Court against Father Don 
LaCuesta, who conduct-
ed her son Maison Hul-
libarger’s funeral.

Maison gave up the 

ghost at the age of 18.
The suite states that 

the Hullibargers how-
ever had not revealed 
the cause of their son’s 
death. The priest’s ser-
mon broke the news 
to the colleagues and 
friends who were in at-
tendance and some of 
them were “visibly dis-
traught.”

The complaint al-
leges that the deceased’s 
father, Jeff, twice attempt-
ed to stop the service but 
LaCuesta snubbed him.

In a transcript of the 
sermon circulated by the 
archdiocese, LaCuesta 
said: “I think that we 
must not call what is 
bad good, what is wrong 
right. Because we are 

Christians, we must say 
what we know is the 
truth — that taking your 
own life is against God 
who made us and against 
everyone who loves us.”

In accordance with 
the transcript, LaCuesta 
added: “The finality of 
suicide makes this all the 
worse. You cannot make 
things right again.…

“We remind our-
selves that he is not lost 
to God who seeks to save 
all of his children … And 
so, we take great comfort 
and consolation in all 
this. Nothing — not even 
suicide — can separate 
us from the uncondition-
al love of God.”

After the occur-
rence, LaCuesta was 

barred from talking at 
funerals by the Archdio-
cese of Detroit.

LaCuesta has of-
fered an apology in a 
statement for fallen “well 
short of providing them 
the comfort they so des-
perately need.”

LaCuesta said: “In-
stead, I added to their 
pain. I deeply regret that, 
and I am sorry.”

The lawsuit requests 
compensation and heavy 
damages against LaCues-
ta for emotional distress, 
invasion of privacy and 
misrepresentation that 
he inflicted on the entire 
family.

A status hearing 
has been scheduled for 
February 12, 2020.

By Dele Akintilo

Amazon.com Inc. 
has filed a lawsuit to 
challenge the Penta-
gon’s award of a $10 
billion cloud contract to 
major competitor Micro-
soft Corp.

The company filed 
the suit in the United 
States Court of Federal 
Claims, not long after 
it indicated it would of-
ficially  protest the deci-
sion of the government 
and recommended the 
contract for the Joint En-
terprise Defense Infra-
structure project (JEDI) 
was awarded on politi-
cal motivations. Ama-
zon Web Services was 
initially considered for 
the deal, in part due to 
the fact that it had built 
cloud services for the 
CIA plus the fact that it 
is the market leader.

While reacting to 
the lawsuit filed, Ama-
zon spokesman Drew 
Herdener said: “It’s criti-
cal for our country that 

the government and its 
elected leaders adminis-
ter procurements objec-
tively and in a manner 
that is free from political 
influence. Numerous as-
pects of the JEDI evalu-
ation process contained 
clear deficiencies, errors, 
and unmistakable bias 
-- and it’s important that 
these matters be exam-
ined and rectified.”

Microsoft did not 
respond immediately to 
an email message de-
manding comment. The 
deal was landed few 
weeks ago.

The court case is 
the second case that 
involves the polemical 
cloud contract, further 
stalling a technology 
program the Defense 
Department has termed 
important to its mod-
ernization. Also, Oracle 
Corp. is appealing a July 
ruling from the U.S. 
Court of Federal Claims 
that nullified its legal 
challenge to the cloud 
contract.

A record suspension 
allows people who were 
convicted of a criminal 
offence, but have com-
pleted their sentence and 
demonstrated that they 
are law-abiding citizens 
for a prescribed number 
of years, to have their 
criminal record kept 
separate and apart from 
other criminal records.

A record suspen-
sion removes a person's 
criminal record from the 
Canadian Police Infor-
mation Centre (CPIC) da-
tabase. This means that 
a search of CPIC will not 
show that the individual 
has a criminal record 

or a record suspension. 
This helps them access 
employment and educa-
tional opportunities and 
to reintegrate into soci-
ety.

The Criminal Re-
cords Act (CRA) applies 
only to records kept by 
federal organizations, 
but most provincial and 
municipal criminal jus-
tice agencies also restrict 
access to their records 
once they are told that 
a record suspension has 
been ordered.

Who is responsible for 
record suspensions?

Under the CRA, the 

Parole Board of Canada 
(PBC) is the official and 
only federal agency re-
sponsible for ordering, 
denying and revoking 
record suspensions for 
convictions under fed-
eral acts or regulations 
of Canada.

Limits of a record 
suspension:

A record suspen-
sion…

• does not erase 
a convicted offence, but 

sets it aside;
• does not guar-

antee entry or visa privi-
leges to another country;

• is flagged in CPIC 
for former sexual offend-
ers. This is done so that 
should the individual ap-
ply to work or volunteer 
with a vulnerable sector 
group (e.g. with chil-
dren, the elderly) a vul-
nerable sector check will 
identify that the individ-
ual was convicted of a 
sexual offence for which 

a record suspension was 
received.

A record suspen-
sion (or pardon) can be 
revoked or cease to have 
effect if you are:

• Convicted of a 
new indictable offence, 
or in some cases, a sum-
mary offence;

• Found to no lon-
ger be of good conduct;

• Found to have 
made a false or mislead-
ing statement, or hidden 
information when you 

applied;
• Found to have 

been ineligible for a re-
cord suspension at the 
time the record suspen-
sion was ordered.

If a record suspen-
sion is revoked or ceases 
to have effect, the record 
of the offence(s) are 
added back in to the Ca-
nadian Police Informa-
tion Centre (CPIC) data-
base.

- www.canada.ca
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F A M I LY

5 TIPS TO HELP YOUR KIDS MANAGE 
THEIR MONEY AT SCHOOL

TIPS ON HOW TO 
HELP YOUR CHILD 
MANAGE A LEARNING 
DISABILITY IN THE 
CLASSROOM

(NC) Sending 
your children off to 
college comes with its 
own set of challenges, 
but have you consid-
ered credit card litera-
cy to be one of them? 
After all, as parents 
you know the impor-
tance of managing 
good credit, but your 
kids may not be as fi-

nancially savvy.
Here are some 

tips to make sure your 
child’s experience 
with credit is smooth 
sailing, all the way 
from the first day of 
school to the last.

1. Start with 
a clean slate. Once 
your child is old 

enough to have their 
own credit card, it 
may be best for them 
to first check their 
own credit bureau re-
port to confirm there 
is no fraudulent or 
incorrect information 
on their file and en-
sure they are starting 
off their credit history 
with a clean state. 
Visit the websites for 
Equifax Canada and 
TransUnion Canada to 
find out how to obtain 
a free credit report 
from each credit bu-
reau.

2. Make sure 
they open a bank 
account. Having a 
chequing and/or sav-
ings account and 
keeping them in good 
standing can be an 
important part of your 
children developing fi-

nancial literacy. They 
should be made aware 
that certain negative 
activity like writing 
a cheque without the 
funds to cover it may 
end up reflected in 
their credit bureau re-
port.

3. Review cred-
it card options. 
Credit cards are not 
one size fits all. It’s 
important to find a 
credit card that suits 
your child’s lifestyle 
and spending habits. 
A good start is apply-
ing for a no-annual-
fee credit card with 
a loyalty rewards 
program, such as the 
PC Financial Master-
card. This card lets 
them earn PC Opti-
mum points on every 
purchase. Students 
are already strapped 
for cash as it is, so 
not having the bur-
den of an annual fee 
on their credit card 
makes life that much 
easier and earning 
points that can be re-
deemed towards free 
groceries is always a 
bonus.

4. Pay bills on 
time. Knowing how 
interest works and 
how to avoid paying 
it is a staple when it 
comes to credit card 
do’s and don’ts. No 
one likes having 
to pay extra when 
they don’t need to, 
so making sure your 
child is well versed 
in paying off credit 
card bills on time is a 
must.

5. Get and keep 
a steady job. That 
student job never 
looked so good. Em-
ployment history is 
one of the most im-
portant factors that 
financial institutions 
look at when deter-
mining whether to 
lend you money, like 
through a credit card. 
Having a part-time 
job throughout the 
school year or dur-
ing the summers is a 
great start.

(NC) Finding out 
that your child has a 
learning disability can 
be stressful. We all want 
the best for our kids, but 
when you don’t know 
how to help, panic can 
set in.  The first step is 
to take a breath, then 
learn as much as you 
can about your child ’s 
strengths, weaknesses 
and needs. Then, get in-
volved. There are things 
you can do to support 
them and help them 
succeed.

Be an advocate. 
Work with the school to 
create a supportive en-
vironment that caters to 
children with a learning 
disability. Provide infor-
mation and direction to 
authoritative resources. 
Don’t be afraid to “be the 
expert” on your child.

“Having an invis-
ible disability such as 
dyslexia can be difficult 
to explain and make oth-
ers understand,” says 
Christine Staley, execu-
tive director of Dyslexia 
Canada. “Knowing that 
someone is in their cor-
ner can greatly improve 
a student’s self-esteem 
and performance.”

Keep it positive and 
focus on strengths. Par-
ents should help children 
stay positive.  Encourage 

children to participate in 
activities that showcase 
their strengths, remind 
them that everyone has 
things they are good at 
and not so good at.  Find 
solutions to classroom 
struggles using these 
strengths. “If a student 
is being asked to do a 
research project, instead 
of submitting it in writ-
ing, they could do an 
oral presentation, sub-
mit a poster board, cre-
ate a video – wherever 
their strengths lie,” says 
Staley.

Self-Advocacy. At 
some point, kids will 
need to explain what 
they need without their 
parents’ help.  Help 
kids learn to explain 
their disability to oth-
ers.  Have them practice 
in front of family mem-
bers.  Teach them to ask 
for help and understand 
what support they are 
entitled to.

Offering children 
and families support 
in navigating the chal-
lenges that come with 
having a learning dis-
ability greatly increases 
their chances of doing 
well both in school and 
in life. To get more in-
formation related to 
dyslexia and the signs 
to watch out for, check 
out dyslexiacanada.org.
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R E A L  E S TAT E

Steve Ezeude

TRANSITIONING INTO YOUR HOME 6 REASONS YOUR HOME INSURANCE 
COULD BE CANCELLED

3 DESIGN TRICKS TO MAKE YOUR 
ENTRYWAY STANDOUT

CHURCH PREMISES
FOR RENT

Rental space includes the Sanctuary, 
Children’s room, men/women’s 

washrooms, Kitchen area, chairs, 
musical equipment, parking, 

and all utilities.
Available Saturday, 8 am-5 pm

For more information, 
please call or text: 

Senior Pastor: 416-562-6714
Email: greatpastors@yahoo.ca

By Steve Ezeude

"Home ownership is 
the greatest decision one 
can make"  - President 
George W Bush

Ownership of a home 
is a fulfillment of one of the 
basic human needs postu-
lated by Karl Marx. Every-
one wishes to accomplish 
this need. Although levels 
of comfort may vary de-
pending on one's class or 
position in life, a home is a 
home no matter what the 
home looks like. To some, 
it's easy to achieve and to 
some, it's a near impossi-
bility. But be that as it may, 
home ownership is great 
achievement.

 Home ownership 
comes with great responsi-
bilities. Accomplishing the 
goal is one, and taking the 
responsibility is another. 
Some people, after long 
time renting, don't find it 
easy running their homes. 
Renting always come with 
the mentality that every-
thing must be in perfect 
working condition with-
out thinking that someone 
must be taking the respon-
sibility which on most part 
is that of the Landlord, 
who is always getting the 
heat of ensuring that the 
tenant is enjoying his rent-
ed unit and don't even care 
if the Landlord is bleeding 
to maintain the property or 
not.

 With your home 
ownership, the game has 
changed and the respon-
sibility is now yours. So, 
pay attention to issues that 
may come up once in a 
while. Do not think the ap-
pliances, fixtures, fittings, 
electrical, plumbing and 
heating, and air-condition-

ing systems should work 
well without maintenance. 
A new home owner in-
formed me that every ap-
pliance in the house I as-
sisted him in the purchase 
was breaking down and it's 
like the Seller knew about 
these upcoming issues and 
decided to sell. In the last 
seven months, three appli-
ances broke down. These 
items wouldn't have bro-
ken down if the mentality 
of renting has changed. 
Stove broke because ten-
ants did not know how to 
operate a state of the art 
stove in his home that is 
quite different from that 
in his prior rented apart-
ment. Range hood was 
not being used and this 
affected the performance 
of the stove. One of the 
fuses in the electrical panel 
damaged and some lights 
in the home tripped off. 
Washer and dryer broke 
down because flint filter 
wasn't cleaned at all since 
moving into the property 
seven months ago and 
these broke down. How 
on earth does one think 
things will work without 
maintenance?

 The take away 
from this piece is that there 
should be a mentality shift 
as one transitions from 
renting to home owner-
ship. Realize that mainte-
nance is a preventive mea-

sure and know that there 
should be no more carefree 
attitude. Here are few tips 
while transiting to home 
ownership:

1. Maintain every 
part of your home, exterior 
and interior

Mow your lawn reg-
ularly and always ensure 
your home has that curb 
appeal. Take care of gar-
bage bins or droppings on 
the front lawn and drive 
way. Carefully eliminate 
weeds from grass

2. Ensure roof drain-
age/roof troughs drain off 
the foundation walls and 
all surface water do not 
flow towards the founda-
tion walls. Ensure roof gut-
ters and eaves are clear of 
leaves

3. Ensure you change 
furnace filter and humidi-
fier regularly

4. Clean ducts and 
vents regularly. Don't 
make the mistake I once 
made by thinking that 
both are same. They are 
separate items and charged 
separately

5. Ensure vents in 
the washrooms are turned 
on when showers are in 
use to prevent dampness 
and mould formation

6. Maintain appropri-
ate humidity of your home. 
Ensure you have your 
humidifier programmed 
according to the weather 
conditions

7. Ensure smoke, 
carbon monoxide detec-
tors and fire alarms are in-
stalled where appropriate. 
Also check and change the 
batteries regularly

8. Ensure dryer flint 
filters are cleaned after ev-
ery wash

9. Sort and dispose of 
garbage appropriately

10. Reduce clutters 
and don't hoard

11. Have fire extin-
guisher in the kitchen

 Above all, note 
that hiring tradesmen to 
fix certain things in your 
house can be expensive. 
Some hardware stores like 
Home depot has free DIY 
courses to assist you in 
some home maintenance 
issues. As you transition 
into your home, pay atten-
tion to every aspect of your 
home. Matt Mead states 
that, “at some point, if you 
don’t take care the road 
today, it is like any other 
maintenance issue: you’re 
going to end up paying a 
lot more down the road.”

Steve Ezeude is a Real 
Estate Broker with Royal 
LePage Signature Realty. 
For questions and/or feed-
back, please send email to 
stevez@royallepage.ca or 
call 6478608304. www.
mitorontohomes.com

(NC) Whether 
you’re renting or own 
your home, insurance is 
essential for protecting 
your belongings against 
many dangers. But if 
your insurance is can-
celled, you’re not pro-
tected.

Your insurance cov-
erage can be cancelled 
by you or the insurance 
company. If the insur-
ance company cancels, 
you will have to report 
that to every insurance 
company you contact 
afterwards. That means 
you’ll be forced to pay 
more money every 
month as a sort of penal-
ty. You can always use a 
site like LowestRates.ca 
to find the best rates on 
home insurance, for free.

Now, here are six 
reasons why your home 
insurance could be can-
celled – and how to 
avoid them:

1. Non-payment 
of monthly premiums: 
Many customers don’t 
know insurance com-
panies are charged $20 
each time they attempt to 
take a payment from an 
account with insufficient 

funds and will cancel a 
client if this happens re-
peatedly. The best thing 
to do if you are short 
on funds is be proactive 
and let your insurance 
company know ahead of 
time.

2. Change in risk 
or too many claims: 
An insurance company 
may cancel your poli-
cy if risk factors have 
changed (for instance, if 
the risk of your property 
flooding has increased 
due to climate change) 
or if you’ve made too 
many claims.

3. The insurance 
company decides not 
to renew: This one is 
out of your hands. If an 
insurance company de-
cides to stop servicing 
a certain region or com-
munity, they can decide 
not to renew. However, 
this situation won’t im-
pact your record.

4. Fraud, misrep-
resentation or nondis-
closure: Lying to obtain 
or lower your insurance 
can lead to immediate 
termination, as if the 
policy never existed. 
This includes failing to 

provide requested infor-
mation or providing false 
information. So, always 
be truthful in your ap-
plications and claims, it’s 
not worth the risk to lie.

5. U n r e p a i r e d 
damage: If you make 
a claim for damage on 
your home, you need to 
repair the damages with 
your claim reimburse-
ment. Many insurance 
companies will require 
proof of repair through 
photos or contractor in-
voices.

6. You switched 
providers without no-
tification: If you’re go-
ing to get home insur-
ance elsewhere, let your 
current insurance com-
pany know immediately. 
Many insurance compa-
nies auto-renew policies. 
If you don’t cancel or 
notify, it can be a black 
mark on your record.

Looking for a bet-
ter rate on your home 
insurance? Try a site 
like LowestRates.ca, 
which compares insur-
ance companies for you 
for free, ensuring you’ll 
always have the best 
price.

(NC) First impres-
sions are made at the front 
door, and the entryway 
gives guests their first 
glimpse of your interiors. 
To help you make a strong 
statement, Sharon Grech, 
Benjamin Moore colour 
and design expert, shares 
three tips for creating a 
memorable entryway that 
will set the tone for your 
entire home.

A fresh coat of paint. 
A great starting point for 
sprucing up this focal point 
is by adding a fresh coat 
of paint to the front door 
and trim, inside and out. 
Of course, freshly painted 
walls in a coordinating 
colour will keep the space 
looking sharp and make 
your home even more in-
viting.

“Whether you pre-
fer neutral, bright or bold 
hues, using multiple 
shades of the same co-
lour is a great way to add 
dimension without caus-
ing a cluttered look,” ex-
plains Grech. When using 
bold shades like blue and 
red on the front door, it is 
important to keep in mind 
that the colour is only as 

good as the quality of paint 
you’re using. Benjamin 
Moore Aura Grand En-
trance provides a rich, lus-
trous finish and is great for 
interior and exterior use.”  

Accessorize with 
stripes. Entryways can 
often follow a cookie-
cutter design scheme with 
little to no pattern. To give 
yours more personality, try 
accessorizing with stripes. 
“Stripes can visually elon-
gate even a small foyer, 
and rugs are a great way 
to incorporate this trend 
and define the space,” 
says Grech. From black 
and white to multi-colour 
stripes, this finishing touch 
will create a striking first 
impression for your home.

Accentuate with 
lighting. As important as 
good lighting is for great 
photos, it’s also essential 
for home design. Natu-
ral light brings life to any 
space during the day, so 
keep the windows uncov-
ered or use sheer fabrics 
in the entryway. Alterna-
tively, if you don’t have a 
window in your front hall, 
bring the feeling of the 
outdoors in with a nature-
inspired colour scheme for 
walls and furniture. “Mini-
mizing contrast will help 
keep this space looking 
light, bright and inviting,” 
advises Grech. For evening 
light, don’t forget a state-
ment lighting fixture to 
add a functional beauty.
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www.220v.com

5707 Steeles Avenue West
@ Fenmar/Pine Valley – South East Corner

Toronto, ON M9L 1S7
Tel:  416-646-0495
Fax: 416-646-0498

info@sonadistributors.com

VOLTAGE TRANSFORMERS, MULTISYSTEM TVS/DVD/VCR, HOME THEATRE 
SYSTEMS, 220V CORDLESS PHONES, GASOLINE/ DIESEL GENERATORS, 

220V AIRCONDITIONERS, AND MUCH MORE…

Multi System TV - 110V/220V

Fridge - 220V

Stereo 220V Stove - 220V range Split Air-conditioner 220V

Step down TransformerGenerator

SONA DISTRIBUTORS

WE DELIVER TO
YOUR SHIPPER

We Will Arrange Free Delivery

NEW
GENERATORS 

SALE!!!

THE PERFECT 5-MINUTE 
BREAKFAST ALTERNATIVE FOR 
YOUR ON-THE-GO LIFESTYLE

NIGERIAN FOOD COMPANY, 
TERUKE SET TO HIT UK MARKET

(NC) Mornings 
are busy. And once the 
kids are back in school, 
this time of day can feel 
downright hectic. Since 
breakfast is an integral 
component to the morn-
ing routine, whipping up 
something that’s ultra 
quick, easy and healthy 
can go a long way in 
easing into the start of 
your day.

A banana-berry 
smoothie bowl is a per-
fect way. You can take 
this bowl to the office or 
even drink it during your 
commute – and the kids 
will love it too. It’s also 
nutritious – this version 
is made with Fairlife ul-
trafiltered milk, which 
has 50 per cent more 
protein and 50 per cent 
less sugar than regular 
milk.

Banana-Berry 
Smoothie Bowl

Prep time: 5 min-
utes

Serves: 1

Ingredients:
• 1 cup Fairlife 

2% ultrafiltered, partly 
skimmed milk

• ½ cup frozen 
blueberries

• ½ cup frozen 
raspberries

• 1 frozen banana 
(frozen in chunks for 
easier blending)

• 2 tbsp ground 
flax seeds

• ½ tsp vanilla
• Topping sugges-

tions: sliced bananas, ex-
tra berries (fresh or fro-
zen), chia seeds, hemp 
hearts, granola, nuts.

Directions:
1. Add all ingredi-

ents (except toppings) 
to a blender and process 
until smooth. Garnish as 
desired and serve imme-
diately.

Tip: Fresh fruit can 
be used if frozen is un-
available. Add ice to 
achieve desired thick-
ness.

By Stanley Ugagbe

As part of their 
initiative to carve a 
niche for themselves in 
the British easy meal 
market, Nigerian  food 
company Teruke Inter-
national has disclosed 
that it is planning to 
start shipping tinned 
soups and stews into 
the UK before the end 
of the year.

The founder of the 
company, Jim Oma-
raye who disclosed 
the development, said: 
"Teruke is a Nigerian 
company that produc-
es indigenous soups 
made from whole 
natural ingredients 
without artificial pres-
ervation for your com-
fort, convenience and 
healthy living. Our 
dream was borne out 
of the inspiration from 
home as well as inter-
national fronts for the 
provision of soups pre-
pared after the manner 
of our forebears which 
accorded them longev-
ity.

"With a small 
shipping fee, you can 

purchase any products 
from our website and 
we will deliver them 
to your desired desti-
nation. You can shop 
for a friend, a family 
member or a loved one 
from anywhere in the 
world using our online 
services and we will 
deliver to the desired 
location in Nigeria."

Delineating on 
the development, the 
founder averred that 
most soups in Nige-
ria have lost their in-
digenous touch in the 
name of modernity 
and civilization. In his 
words, these soups are 
mostly tainted with 

not only artificial sea-
sonings but also with 
ingredients whose 
growth are chemically 
enhanced and as a re-
sult, their nutritional 
value is compromised.

He said "Teruke 
International is here to 
correct this situation, 
to re-enact the meth-
ods and the means by 
which the indigenous 
African fed. We do this 
by sourcing our mate-
rials, ingredients from 
their natural habitats 
and without the aid of 
artificial growth proce-
dures".

While noting that 
what you feed on is 
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Plantain, Elubo, Stockfish etc.
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you better
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A TO Z AFRICAN & WEST INDIAN MARKET
A to Z Foods Wholesale & Retail

We Specialize in African Foods Tel: 647-436-2550
Cell: 416-880-6796

Call us today for all your party needs

Tel: 647-427-4773    
Tel: 416-522-8625

• Meat/Beef Pastries • Sausage Roll 
• Fish Roll • Puff-Puff • Buns-Scotch Egg 
• Chin-Chin • Moin - Moin - Akara 
• Jollof Rice • Fried Rice • Rice & Beans 
• Fried Yam Etc…

1822 Jane St. (Jane & Queen Dr.)
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Fish – Frozen & Dried

Potato Flakes
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RECALLED

BEEF PRODUCTS 
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RECALLS

a reflection of your 
health status, Oma-
raye succinctly stated 
that Teruke has zero-
tolerance for artificial 
materials. 

Teruke is an off-
shoot of De West Wind, 
based in California in 
the US. It cans tradi-
tional Nigerian foods 

like pepper soup, og-
bono, egusi, vegetable 
soup, and cow meat 
stew and ships them to 
customers all over the 
world once they make 
orders through its web-
site. The company was 
founded by Jim Oma-
raye, Nigerian health-
care professional.

By N.Ugoh

Loblaw Compa-
nies Ltd, has recalled 
its President's Choice 
brand Lower Iron milk-
based powdered infant 
formula due to pos-
sible contamination by 
Cronobacter bacteria.

The Canadian 
Food Inspection Agen-
cy says the 900 grams 
package was already 
available in stores with 
an expiry date of Au-
gust 31, 2021.

The agency says 
no illnesses have been 
linked to the product.

It notes that while 
Cronobacter is not com-
monly linked to human 
illness, in rare cases it 
can cause serious or 
even fatal infections.

By N.Ugoh

Whole Foods is 
recalling hundreds of 
beef and veal products 
across Canada due to 
possible E. coli con-
tamination, the Cana-
dian Food Inspection 
Agency has stated.

The agency has 
also included more 
than 50 beef products 
sold at the chain to 
the list of 800-plus re-
called items.

Potentially con-
taminated products 
were also sold at 
Walmart, Pusateri's 
and other retailers 
across Canada in what 
seem to be a season of 
recall among grocery 
chain stores.

The food safety 
watchdog has been 
on the radar of Ryd-
ing-regency Meat 

Packers Ltd. And St. 
Ann's Foods Inc. since 
September for E. coli 
0157:H7 contamina-
tion in some beef and 
veal products being 
sold. 

Findings from the 
investigation made the 
CFIA suspend the food 
safety licence for the 
slaughterhouse and 
processing plants, both 
located in Toronto.

The agency says 
there haven't been 
any reported illnesses 
associated with the 
products, but symp-
toms of sickness can 
include nausea, vomit-
ing, abdominal cramps 
and bloody diarrhea.

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
has also issued a pub-
lic health alert for some 
raw beef products im-
ported from Canada 
that are linked to the 
growing beef and veal 
product recall.

The USDA says 
the products were 
distributed to institu-
tions and retailers in 
Connecticut, Illinois, 
Maine, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island and Vermont.
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OPINION

Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs, and views expressed by writers on the opinion page of Nigerian Canadian Newspapers and its website or on its social media page do not reflect the opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of the 
publisher of the Nigerian Canadian Newspapers and its online publications. It is solely the author’s contribution.

SOWORE’S CONTINUED 
INCARCERATION: IS PRESIDENT 
BUHARI A REFORMED DEMOCRAT? 

By Churchill 
Okonkwo

I have sung the 
praises of Mr Presi-
dent but I am also bold 
enough to tell him that 
his continued incar-
ceration of Sowore is a 
terrible political blun-
der. I thus, want this 
criticism to be a wake-
up call that will save, 
rather than ruin all his 
good work.

I will open this 
piece with a simple 
truth: the continued in-
carceration of Omoloye 
Sowore and other pris-
oners of conscience is a 
prelude of how Nigeri-
an democracy will die. 
Unknown to the flat-
terers that are happy 
with the continued de-
tention of Sowore, they 
are not good compan-
ions and advocates for 
President Buhari and 
Prof Yemi Osinbajo. It 
is these praise sing-
ers that will ruin these 
two. The longer the 
Nigerian Government 
keeps Sowore in deten-
tion, the more the im-
age of President Buhari 
is damaged and rub-
bished as a reformed 
democrat. It should be 
that simple.

In a recently re-
leased message from 
detention, Sowore 
stated that “the world 
should know that I re-
main unbroken and 
in high spirits ... I will 
continue to fight for the 
Nigerian people, ensure 
that the people are not 
shortchanged and cor-
ruption is driven un-
derground ... I will con-
tinue to stand up for 
the downtrodden.”

From this state-
ment, Sowore under-
stands that the divi-
dends of democracy 
are not measured by 
the contentment of the 
affluent political class, 
but in how the political 
system has implement-
ed policies and pro-
grams aimed at lifting 
the ordinary Nigerians, 
the political orphans 

out of poverty. He 
should, therefore, not 
remain incarcerated a 
minute for standing up 
for the common man.

What Sowore 
was urging Nigerians 
through his “revolu-
tion now” call for ac-
tion is to find a way to 
re-stitch our fraying so-
cial fabric and rekindle 
our civic spirit. He was 
simply telling all of us 
who long for more, but 
settle for less, and give 
up too soon, to drive an 
arrow into the ground 
and never settle!

The democratic 
breakdown we are cur-
rently experiencing by 
the refusal of the Ni-
gerian Government to 
release Sowore is not 
because the generals 
in the Nigerian Army 
are refusing to obey 
the law. It is because 
the elected government 
that has a reformed 
democrat and a profes-
sor of law at the helms 
of affairs is slowly kill-
ing our democracy. 
These reformed and 
elected democrats are 
the ones presently sub-
verting democratic in-
stitutions in Nigeria.

In the present 
democratic backsliding 
in Nigeria, there are no 
tanks in the streets of 
Lagos and Abuja. No 
coup d’état, the Nige-
rian constitution is not 
suspended but the pres-
ent Nigerian Govern-
ment has maintained 
a layer of democracy 
while slowly gutting its 
substance. That’s how 
to describe the contin-
ued incarceration of So-
wore and his co prison-
ers of conscience.

The continued 
detention of Sowore, 
Mandate, Agba Jalingo 
and Dadiyata may not 
be setting off alarm 
bells simply because 
martial law has not 
been declared. People 
like us attempting to 
draw attention to these 
attacks on Nigerian de-
mocracy may be dis-
missed as exaggerat-

ing or crying wolf, but, 
democracy’s erosion in 
Nigeria is clear.

If indeed President 
Buhari is a reformed 
democrat as Garba 
Shehu and Femi Ad-
esina want Nigerians to 
believe, his DSS should 
not be subverting our 
democracy through the 
continued detention of 
Sowore.

If President Buhari 
is a reformed democrat, 
he should not be “wea-
ponising” the courts 
and rewriting the rules 
of bail conditions to tilt 
the playing field against 
opponents. The tragic 
paradox of the pres-
ent decline in Nigerian 
democratic institutions 
is that democracy’s as-
sassins use the very in-
stitutions of democracy 
to kill it gradually and 
subtly.

I understand that 
Nigerians are polarised 
between the pro-Jon-
athan and pro-Buhari 
groups. But, let me re-
mind fellow Nigerians 
that there is nothing 
that can kill democra-
cies as quickly as po-
larization. Every Nige-
rian who cares about 
the health of Nigerian 
democracy should, 
therefore, justifiably be 
frightened by what is 
happening to Sowore, 
Mandate, Agba Jalingo 
and Dadiyata.

Protecting our de-
mocracy requires more 
than just fright or out-
rage. Nigerians should 
learn from what hap-
pened to other democ-
racy and learn with the 
present warning signs 
across our political 
landscapes. We must 
be aware of the fate-
ful missteps that have 
wrecked other democ-
racies. That’s the only 
way we can, as citi-
zens of this great coun-
try, rise, together, and 
avert breakdown by 
overcoming our deep-
seated divisions.

The continued in-
carceration of Sowore 
and co is establishing 

new norms of behav-
ior and must be con-
demned by all. His de-
tention by the Nigerian 
Government through 
the Secret Service is 
regrettable and com-
pletely unacceptable. 
The result is that the 
image of President Bu-
hari is being severely 
tarnished.

Where there is 
no shame, there is no 
honor. The continued 
detention of Sowore is 
very shameful.

Even when history 
does not often repeat 
itself, it sometimes, 
rhymes. In addition to 
ensuring that our de-
mocracy is saved by 
the immediate release 
of Sowore and his co 
prisoners of conscience, 
I also want President 
Buhari to be mindful of 
history, his history.

Does President Bu-
hari want to be remem-
bered as a reformed 
democrat or as a mili-
tary ruler who carried 
over the repressive acts 
of the infamous Decree 
4 to a civilian adminis-
tration?

As an admirer of 
Mr President, I want 
to inform him that it is 
not too late to prove to 
the world, his friends 
and critics alike that 
he is a reformed dem-
ocrat. President Bu-
hari should not let the 
praise singers that do 
not have the boldness 
to point out where he is 
failing, ruin him.

I have sung the 
praises of Mr Presi-
dent but I am also bold 
enough to tell him that 
his continued incar-
ceration of Sowore is a 
terrible political blun-
der. I thus, want this 
criticism to be a wake-
up call that will save, 
rather than ruin all his 
good work.

So, free Sowore, 
Mr President.

Together, we can.
Churchill Okonk-

wo, Ph.D.
On Twitter @

churchillnnobi

YOUTH PLEDGE TO BE 
DRUG-FREE AT YONGE-
DUNDAS SQUARE
31ST ANNUAL DRUG-
FREE MARSHALS 
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

Youth can tell 
you why they want a 
drug-free community, 
the topic of an Essay 
Contest sponsored by 
the Foundation for a 
Drug-Free World and 
the Church of Scien-
tology of Toronto. 13 
year-old Isabel, who 
won first prize, noted 
in her essay:

“I want a drug-
free community be-
cause everyone else 
that chooses not to 
partake in consum-
ing drugs should not 
have to suffer with 
having them in their 
community. Having 
a community that is 
not drug-free hurts 
our future generations.  
Many children of mar-
ijuana users have been 
born with reduced ini-
tiative and lessened 
abilities to concen-
trate and pursue life 
goals.  Some studies 
have also suggested 
that prenatal use of 
the drug may result 
in birth defects and 
mental abnormalities 
in children. Having a 
drug-free community 
would save a huge 
amount of lives ev-
ery year, since many 
traffic accidents are 

the result of drug and 
alcohol abuse.  Lives 
should not be put at 
risk because of other’s 
people’s choices.” 

Raising aware-
ness of the harmful 
side effects of drug 
use and abuse, while 
celebrating the holi-
day season with hot 
chocolate and cookies, 
Santa Claus and enter-
tainment, has been an 
annual activity for the 
Church at the festivals 
since 1989.    The Es-
say Contest rewards 
young people for tak-
ing a leadership role 
among their peers to 
“Say No to Drugs and 
Say Yes to Life”, with 
prizes donated by local 
businesses.

Yonge -Dundas 
Square rocked with holi-
day music all day long 
on Sunday November 
24, 2019, and the Drug-
Free Marshals, an anti-
drug club, were happy to 
provide drug education 
on the harmful effects 
of drugs.   They held a 
drug-free pledge cere-
mony on stage, encour-
aging other youth to be 
drug-free and showing 
that a drug-free life is 
more fun.

continued on p(23)

Imam Ismail Ulghar - speaker

Pundit Eshwar Doobay - speaker
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Mr Samuel Femi Aladenika & 
Mrs Iyobosa Joy Aladenika

 REFLECTIONS ON RELATIONSHIPS

HANDLING MISTAKES & BAD DECISIONS 
(OLDER ADULTS)

Pastor Taiwo 
Odubiyi

By: Pastor Taiwo 
Iredele Odubiyi

In the novel, Too 
Much of a Good Thing, 
I wrote:

Sitting back and 
looking at him, Proph-
et Nathan declared, 
“You are the man!”

David’s head 
reeled back with shock 
as if he had been 
slapped. “M-me?” He 
asked with a frown. 
“How?”

Nathan stood up 
and looking briefly up-
ward, before returning 
his gaze to David, he 
said, “This is what the 
Lord, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘I anointed you 
king over Israel, and I 
delivered you from the 
hand of Saul. I gave 
your master’s house 
to you, and your mas-
ter’s wives into your 
arms. I gave you all 
Israel and Judah. And 
if all this had been too 
little, I would have 
given you even more. 
Why did you despise 
the word of the Lord 
by doing what is 
evil in His eyes? You 
struck down Uriah the 
Hittite with the sword 
and took his wife to be 
your own. You killed 
him with the sword of 
the Ammonites!’” 

Uriah! 
David’s body 

went still. God could 
see, and actually saw 
everything that hap-
pened! Even though 
he cleverly covered 
things up, yet God 
knew all the details! 
How could he have 
forgotten about God? 
Why did he forget that 
everything would be 
known by Him?

    It occurred to 
him to deny the ac-
cusation and say he 
did not have sex with 
Bathsheba or that the 
woman seduced him. 
But he thought against 
the ideas; it would be 
foolish to do such a 
thing with God. He 
knew if he would be 
honest and admit his 
fault, God would for-
give him, but if He 

chose to punish him 
by killing him, then 
so be it. God would be 
right to do so. He had 
to admit his sin.

Quickly getting 
up, he spread his 
hands out to plead. 
He opened his mouth 
to speak but no word 
came out.

Looking away, 
Nathan went on. 
“Now, therefore, this 
is what the Lord says: 
‘The sword will nev-
er depart from your 
house, because you 
despised Me and took 
the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your 
own.’”

David fell on his 
knees.

Nathan contin-
ued, “‘Out of your own 
household I am going 
to bring calamity on 
you. Before your very 
eyes I will take your 
wives and give them 
to one who is close to 
you, and he will sleep 
with your wives in 
broad daylight. You 
did it in secret, but I 
will do this thing in 
broad daylight before 
all Israel.’”

Greatly troubled, 
David spoke, “I have 
sinned against the 
Lord! I have sinned 
against Him! It is true! 
Oh Lord, have mercy 
on me! I am sorry!” He 
began to weep.

Nathan didn’t 
talk for about a min-
ute. Of all the things 
he expected, this was 
none of them. He had 
thought David would 
deny committing adul-
tery as some men 
would have done and 
say ‘I did not do it, it’s 
a lie.’, or that he would 
argue with him about 
God’s decision to pun-
ish him or worse still, 
to order his servants 
to take him away and 
kill him. He had also 
thought he would give 
excuses such as say-
ing that the woman 
seduced him and that 
what happened was 
not his fault. He had 
also thought that he 
would trade blames as 

Adam did when he ate 
the forbidden fruit and 
said ‘The woman you 
put here with me—she 
gave me some fruit 
from the tree, and I ate 
it.’, or that he would 
say it was due to the 
pressures and respon-
sibilities of being a 
king. But King David 
had done none of that. 
He admitted his sin 
and asked God to for-
give him!  

Then as God 
spoke to his heart, 
Nathan turned slowly 
and looked at David, 
“The Lord has taken 
away your sin. You 
are not going to die 
because you have re-
pented.” 

Pointing his right 
index finger at David, 
he told him, “But be-
cause by doing this 
you have shown utter 
contempt for the Lord, 
the son born to you 
will die.”

Only God is per-
fect. If you have made 
a mistake in the past, 
probably in the way 
you handled your 
marriage, your child, 
a friendship, or a re-
lationship, the right 
thing to do is to fix 
things God’s way, if 
there are things you 
can still do about 
them. God wants you 
to handle the error, 
rather than ignore or 
deny it.

To get things fixed 
the right way, the fol-
lowing are some of the 
steps you need to take:

1) Realise that – 
yes, you made a mis-
take, a bad decision, 
and that what you did 
is wrong.

2) Confess the 
mistake to God and 
ask Him for forgive-
ness. God does not 

want anyone to perish 
but to come to true re-
pentance. 

“The Lord is 
not slow to fulfill 
His promise as some 
count slowness, but 
is patient toward you, 
not wishing that any 
should perish, but that 
all should reach repen-
tance.” (2 Peter 3:9) 

3) Ask God for 
help and wisdom to 
correct the wrong and 
thereby please Him. 

“If any of you 
lacks wisdom, let him 
ask God, who gives 
generously to all with-
out reproach, and it 
will be given him.” 
(James 1:5)

4) You may need 
to discuss with a God-
fearing person, e.g. a 
pastor, so you can be 
sure of what you need 
to do to fix the situa-
tion.

5. Be willing to do 
what you need to do 
to correct the situation, 
and pray for strength 
to do it.

6. If there’s some-
thing you can do to 
correct the mistake, do 
it. 

In the Bible, Sarah 
asked her husband, 
Abraham, to send 
Hagar away when she 
realised her mistake 
in giving Hagar to her 
husband. Abraham 
didn’t want to coop-
erate with her being 
displeased, but God 
told him to listen to his 
wife.

Do things that 
are good and right 
not only in the sight 
of God but also in the 
sight of people. You 
need to have peace 
with not only God, but 
also with the person 
or people you have of-
fended.

Contact the per-
son or people you 
have offended to ask 
for forgiveness.

If you need to re-
verse certain bad deci-
sions, do so. 

Where necessary 
and if you can, make 
restitution.

continued on p(43)

"I can't marry If-
akolade, God forbid... 
Ifakolade of all people, 
because of revenge... 
Maami,  don't force 
me into another er-
ror,  this was exactly 
how you forced me 
into marrying Daniel 
the Igbo man because 
of money. Maami be-
cause you want to kill 
Larry out of revenge, 
you want me to mar-
ry Ifakolade... a drug 
addict, an assassin, 
a tout.... Maami.... 
Please let me be... You 
know what, I am no 
more interested in kill-
ing Larry again, let 
God fight..." I said

“What did I hear 
you say? God will 
fight? How come God 
has not been fight-
ing, why did God not 
stop him from kill-
ing my daughter.... 
Muyiwa, why did you 
come back, you have 
brought us back luck, 
Your sister who just 
did her marriage in-
troduction is dead and 
you expect me not to 
kill the one who has 
caused me pain....You 
know what, Get out.. 

Get out.... "Maami said
“Maami, what?” I 

asked in disbelief 
“I said get out...” 

My Sisters were plead-
ing on my behalf, my 
mother was definitely 
high on something, I 
took my slippers and 
left the house, it was 
around 12:30am... 
My immediate sis-
ter was calling me to 
come back.... But I 
was not listening... I 
also wanted out... 

I kept walking 
with no destination in 
mind as a lot crossed 
my mind,  from sui-
cide,  to insanity or 
going back to Larry's 
place in the city and  
asking him to Kill 
ME.... but in the midst 

continued on p(42)

“THAT NIGHT IN 
ROOM 401”B
I  WENT TO MY HOMETOWN IGBONLA 
- PART 11 
Opeyemi Ojerinde Akintunde ©
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tico # 50011859

Supreme Travels

LET US SHOW YOU THE WORLD

Guaranteed Lowest Fare

Location: 
415 The Westway, Etobicoke, ON M9R 1H5
(Martin Grove/Westway, S of Dixon)

www.supremetravels.ca
info@supremetravels.ca

ONLINE BOOKING NOW AVAILABLE

Cel: 416-771-8285
Fax:  416-249-2225
Cel: 416-771-8285
Fax:  416-249-2225

Michael Ansu
(President)

TRAVEL VACCINE CLINIC
AVAILABLE

tico # 50011859

LAGOS, ACCRA AND ALL OVER AFRICA

Toll Free: 1-877-249-2243
Tel: 416-649-9999

Call us for the BEST  Fares to:

ONKAR TRAVELS (Etobicoke) Name is Now changed to SUPREME TRAVELS

Air Tickets
Hotel Reservation
Car Rentals
Honeymoon Packages
Cruises
Medical Travel Insurance
Super Visa Insurance
Passport Photos

CLI COLLEGE
OF Business, Health and Technology

O F F E R S

Personal Support Worker (PSW) Program

Developmental Service Worker (DSW) Program

Legal Office Administration (HOA) Program

Health Office Administration 

REGISTER TODAY 

416-747-5152

Math        Biology
English    Chemistry
Physics

Gat One Step Closer to Achieving Your
Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)!

C L I H I G H S C H O O L

OFFERS

Suite 208, 2300 Sheppard Ave 
West, Toronto, ON M9M

REGISTER TODAY 

416-747-5152

Your Future, Your Passion, Your Success

CAC Bethel Toronto.... The church where the Lord answers prayer. come and experience 
salvation, restoration, deliverance,healing, impartation and more. 0 taste and see that 

the Lord is good.(Psalm 34:8). I have tasted and found that the Lord is good. I do testify 
that the Lord is good. Join me to toste him. Amos Dada

Access Code Every Monday 1Opm - 11 pm - Access code 1234567891 #
Bus Direction: Finch West 36B, Weston 165 (Major intersection Weston Rd & Finch Ave W
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MAN ACCUSED OF FECES 
ASSAULT FACES CHARGES

BRAMPTON AND 
MISSISSAUGA BAN 
VAPING IN OUTDOOR 
PUBLIC SPACES

PETER SLOLY TAKES MANTLE AS NEW 
OTTAWA POLICE CHIEF
By Stanley Ugagbe

Power recently 
exchange hands in Ot-
tawa as the retired chief, 
Charles Bordeleau has 
handed over the reins of 
the police service to new 
chief Peter Sloly.

Recall that the new 
leader was sworn-in as 
chief of police on Oct. 
28 in a private, early-
morning ceremony with 
civilian members of the 
police service and front-
line officers about to de-
ploy on their day shifts.

At the swearing in 
ceremony on Nov. 26 at 
Ottawa’s EY Centre, the 
retired chief, Bordeleau 
who made his final ad-
dress to the Ottawa Po-
lice Service, presented 
Sloly with the ceremo-
nial Tipstaff, a symbol 
of law enforcement and 
authority vested in chief 
constables.

Prior to joining De-
loitte, Chief Sloly was a 
27-year veteran mem-
ber of the Toronto Police 
Service who attained the 
rank of Deputy Chief of 
Police. He was named 
Ottawa’s new police 
chief three months ago.

The new chief who 
was overwhelmed by the 
development, thanked 
all those who have had 
an influence on him and 
his career at the swear-
ing in ceremony. 

Sloly emotionally 
said “I want to thank the 
OPS members … those 
of who you have wel-
comed me in to the OPS 
family; those of you who 
are here on duty serving 

and protecting in this 
building and across the 
city; those of you that 
put aside your personal 
frustration and profes-
sional cynicism in order 
to help me advance the 
OPS; those of you who 
gave the ultimate sacri-
fice in the line of duty; 
those of you who have 
suffered as a result of 
your service; and those 
who ultimately ended 
their own lives because 
of their suffering in ser-
vice”.

The new boss 
who is Ottawa’s first 
Black police chief, also 
touched on his Jamaican 
heritage in his speech 
but averred he expects 
not to be judged as a 
leader based on what he 
looks like.

He said “I cannot 
claim any personal cred-
it for the skin that I was 
born into,”.

“That said, I will do 
everything in my abil-
ity to honour and build 
upon the history of the 

OPS and the leadership 
of this great organiza-
tion.

“I will do every-
thing I can [to] advance 
equity, diversity and in-
clusion for all members 
of the Ottawa Police Ser-
vice. And I will do ev-
erything I can to enable 
all the members of the 
OPS to provide improved 
public safety, public ser-
vice, public value and 
public trust.

“And I trust that I 
will not be judged sole-
ly on the colour of my 
skin, but on the content 
of my character and the 
integrity of my leader-
ship,” he added.

In his remarks at 
the ceremony, may-
or Jim Watson who 
thanked Bordeleau for 
his years of service with 
the Gloucester and then 
Ottawa police services, 
wished Sloly the best 
and said the national 
capital is “fortunate” to 
have him as its new po-
lice chief.

The mayor said 
“I’m confident that Chief 
Sloly will do a solid job 
leading the men and 
women of the Ottawa 
Police Service to make 
our city better and saf-
er”.

The new Police 
boss is a graduate of the 
FBI National Academy 
and served two tours of 
duty in the United Na-
tions Peacekeeping Mis-
sion in Kosovo.  He has 
received many awards 
including: Officer of the 
Order of Merit “Police 
Forces” Medal, the Unit-
ed Nations Peacekeep-
ing medal, the Canadian 
Peacekeeping Medal, 
the Police Exemplary 
Service Medal and the 
Queen’s Jubilee Medal. 

Also, Sloly has a 
Masters of Business Ad-
ministration and a Bach-
elor of Arts in Sociology.  
In the 1980s, he played 
professional soccer and 
was a member of the Ca-
nadian Men's National 
Soccer Team.

By N.Ugoh

Scores of university 
students crowded a To-
ronto courthouse late last 
month as a man accused 
of dumping liquefied feces 
on strangers at two campus 
libraries and a downtown 
sidewalk had his bail hear-
ing adjourned.

Samuel Opoku, 23, 
made a brief court appear-
ance to face five counts 
each of assault with a 
weapon and mischief relat-
ed to three alleged attacks, 
spending much of the time 
hunched in the prisoner's 
box and looking straight 
down.

Due to the number 

of crowd, case had to be 
moved to a larger court-
room to accommodate the 
students — who blocked 
a courthouse hallway as 
they vied for one of the few 
seats in the room where bail 
hearings usually take place.

Police authorities 
say Opoku was alleged to 
have thrown liquefied fecal 
matter on a woman and a 
young person on Friday at 
U of T's John P. Robarts Re-
search Library.

The same suspect is 
believed to have attacked 
a man and a woman at the 
Scott Library before the lat-
est incident, and a woman 
at a downtown intersection 
same week.

continued from p(20)
YOUTH PLEDGE  …

Those vaping in out-
door public spaces in Bramp-
ton and Mississauga will be 
subject to bylaw charges 
moving forward.

On Nov. 20, councils in 
both cities agreed to rescind 
previous bylaws restricting 
tobacco smoking in outdoor 
public spaces in favour of a 
new one that includes the 
same restrictions on vaping.

“This motion is actu-
ally in response to direction 
that was given at the Region 
of Peel that each municipal-
ity pass a motion at the lo-
cal level to prohibit vaping 
in public spaces along with 
smoking in public spaces,” 
Mississauga Ward 10 Coun. 
Sue McFadden told council.

The ban, which aligns 
with the Region of Peel’s 
new regulations first tabled 
in September, applies to 
outdoor public spaces, out-
door municipal properties, 
outdoor public construction 
sites and within nine metres 
of entrances to indoor places 
and indoor workplaces.

Vaping has become a 
controversial subject, with 
several Canadian munici-
palities enacting new regula-

tions following a rash of ill-
nesses — especially among 
young people in the United 
States — believed to be 
caused by its use.

While the federal gov-
ernment is still investigating 
what has been dubbed “se-
vere pulmonary illness asso-
ciated with vaping,” Health 
Canada issued an official 
warning on Sept. 4.

“In the wake of the re-
cent cases of severe pulmo-
nary illness and a number 
of deaths associated with 
the use of vaping products 
in the United States, Health 
Canada and the Public 
Health Agency of Canada 
provided national guidance 
to the provinces and territo-
ries on identifying cases in 
Canada,” the national health 
agency said.

“It is important for Ca-
nadians to know that vaping 
does have health risks and 
that the potential short- and 
long-term effects of vap-
ing remain unknown. Non-
smokers, people who are 
pregnant and young people 
should not vape,” it said.

- Toronto Star

The Coordinator 
of the festival and the 
Drug-Free Marshals 
since 2002, Melanie 
Dickson-Smith, noted, 
“I’m very proud of 
the work done by the 
Drug-Free Marshals 
and the volunteers 
with the Foundation 
for a Drug-Free World.  
They’re providing fac-
tual information with 

the Truth About Drugs 
materials to help kids 
make an informed de-
cision when it comes 
to drug use.  They also 
provide positive role 
models, and help push 
back against peer pres-
sure.” 

S c i e n t o l o g y 
Founder L. Ron Hub-
bard wrote, “People 
who take drugs do not 

always see the real 
world in front of them. 
They are not really 
there. On a highway, 
in casual contact, in 
a home, they can be 
very dangerous to you. 
People mistakenly be-
lieve they ‘feel better’ 
or ‘act better’ or are 
‘only happy’ when on 
drugs. This is just an-
other delusion.”

Scientologists on 
five continents work 
in their communities 
throughout the year to 
empower others with 
the facts about drugs. 
The Church and its 
members are dedicat-
ed to eradicating drug 
abuse through educa-
tion. It has been con-

clusively proven that 
when young people are 
provided with the truth 
about drugs - factual 
information on what 

drugs are and what 
they do - usage rates 
drop commensurately.

For more informa-

tion contact 
www.drugf ree-

world.org 
Shirley Hall (416) 

668-5467

Sure Business Solutions

220 Rutherford Rd. South
Suite 200. Brampton. Ont. L6W 3J6

• Payroll
• Consulting
• Accounting
• Book Keeping
• Business Plans
• Tax (Personal & Corporate)
• Business lncorporation

Tel: 416.919.5125
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NATIONAL ETHNIC MEDIA ASSOCIATION (CEMA)
41ST ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

HOLIDAY INN TORONTO -YORKDALE - FRIDAY, NOV. 15, 2019

Pictures by: NCNC
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ETHIOPIA PRIME MINISTER BAGS 
NOBEL PEACE AWARD

TANZANIAN AIRCRAFT 
IMPOUNDED IN CANADA

DRC: PLANE CRASH 
CLAIMS 27 LIVES

WEST AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES TO PULL OUT  
CFA RESERVES FROM 
FRANCE

LANDSLIDE IN KENYA 
KILLS 12 PERSONS

AFRICA & CARIBBEAN NEWS

By N.Ugoh

Republic of Benin 
President Patrice Talon 
has declared that the 
West African CFA for-
eign reserves currency 
(being used by eight 
countries in West Af-
rica) would be with-
drawn from France.

Talon made this 
known during an in-
terview with French 
public broadcasters, 
France 24 and RFI. He 
alluded to the move 
being approved by all 
the countries involved.

He said: “We 
unanimously agree 
on this, to end this 
model.” he added that 
the current model was 

more of a “psycho-
logical problem” than 
“technical.”

“The central 
banks of African coun-
tries of WAMU (West 
African Monetary 
Union) will manage all 
of these foreign cur-
rency reserves and will 
distribute them to the 
various central banks 
partners in the world.”

Talon said that 
the task would be dis-
patched “very quick-
ly” but he didn't give a 
specific date.

Countries under 
WAMU are Benin, 
Niger, Mali, Togo, 
Burkina Faso, Sen-
egal, Ivory Coast and 
Guinea-Bissau.

By N.Ugoh

No fewer than 
12 persons have died 
in Kenya when their 
homes were swept 
away in a landslide 
during ferocious rain-
storms.

Local authorities 
claimed that the in-
cident occurred amid 
torrential rains in Ke-
nya’s West Pokot re-
gion, 350 kilometres 
(220 miles) northwest 
of the capital Nairobi.

“Twelve bodies 
have been recovered, 
and a search for more 
is going on,” West Po-
kot County Commis-
sioner Apollo Okello 
told journalists in a re-
cent chat.

“The challenge we 
are facing is the heavy 

rains, but we are try-
ing our best.”

Okello said that 
two children were 
pulled out alive from 
the smashed wreckage 
of their mud-covered 
homes.

“They have been 
rushed to hospital,” he 
said.

Rescue efforts 
have been delayed be-
cause roads have been 
cut and bridges closed 
after streams turned 
into raging torrents.

“Massive land-
slides reported in vari-
ous areas of West Po-
kot County following 
a heavy downpour,” 
Kenya Red Cross said 
in a message, adding 
that it’s emergency re-
sponse teams had de-
ployed to help.

By Stanley Ugagbe

In the wake of the 
numerous news emanat-
ing from Africa in recent 
weeks, Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed 
made the biggest head-
line after he scooped the 
2019 Nobel Peace Prize.

According to the 
Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee, 43-year-old Abiy 
was honoured for his 
"decisive initiative to re-
solve the border conflict 
with neighbouring Er-
itrea".

"The prize is also 
meant to recognize all 
the stakeholders work-
ing for peace and recon-
ciliation in Ethiopia and 
in the East and Northeast 
African regions," they 
said

"Peace does not 
arise from the actions 
of one party alone. 
When Prime Minister 
Abiy reached out his 
hand, President Afwerki 
grasped it, and helped 
to formalize the peace 
process between the two 
countries. The Norwe-
gian Nobel Committee 

hopes the peace agree-
ment will help to bring 
about positive change for 
the entire populations of 
Ethiopia and Eritrea."

It would be recalled 
that Abiy's peace deal 
with Eritrea ended a 20-
year military stalemate 
following their 1998-
2000 border war.

Following the an-
nouncement, Mr Abiy 
said he was "humbled 
and thrilled," continu-
ing that "thank you very 
much. It is a prize given 
to Africa, given to Ethio-
pia and I can imagine 
how the rest of Africa's 
leaders will take it posi-
tively to work on [the] 
peace-building process 

on our continent".
In his other 

achievements, the Prime 
Minister who mounted 
office in April 2018, in-
troduced massive liberal-
izing reforms to Ethiopia, 
shaking up what was a 
tightly controlled nation. 
He also freed thousands 
of opposition activists 
from jail and allowed ex-
iled dissidents to return 
home. Under him, sev-
eral women have also 
been appointed to promi-
nent positions.

Reacting to the de-
velopment, Abiy's office 
said the award was tes-
timony "to the ideals of 
unity, cooperation and 
mutual coexistence that 

the prime minister has 
been consistently cham-
pioning".

A total of 301 
candidates were nomi-
nated for the prestigious 
award, including 223 in-
dividuals and 78 organi-
zations.

Prior to the disclo-
sure, there were great 
speculation over who 
would win the prize, 
with climate activist 
Greta Thunberg widely 
tipped as the favourite. 
Under the Nobel Foun-
dation's rules, nomina-
tion shortlists are not 
allowed to be published 
for 50 years, and the 
organization says any 
speculation ahead of the 
announcement is "sheer 
guesswork".

He was named as 
the winner of the 100th 
Nobel Peace Prize in 
Oslo, where he will re-
ceive the award in De-
cember.

It is worth some 
nine million Swed-
ish crowns (about 
£730,000; $900,000).

By N.Ugoh

A Tanzanian air-
craft was last month 
impounded in Canada, 
the country’s For-
eign Affairs Minister 
Palamagamba Kabudi 
said.

The Bombardier 
Q400 plane is among 
new aircrafts procured 
by the government for 
the national carrier-
Air Tanzania Corpora-
tion Limited.

The plane was 
supposed to fly to Tan-
zania before the end 
of November accord-
ing to Kabudi.

He stated that the 
aircraft was impound-
ed after a South Afri-
can farmer, Hermanus 
Steyn, asked the Ca-
nadian authorities to 
impound it pending 
a court case in which 
he is demanding $33 
million from the Tan-

zanian government.
Mr Steyn is de-

manding the money 
as a compensation 
following the gov-
ernment’s decision to 
seize his land back in 
1980s.

The minister dis-
closed this to Presi-
dent John Magufuli 
at the State House in 
Chamwino, during a 
ceremony to swear in 
new Tanzanian am-
bassadors to Belgium, 
Saudi Arabia, Burundi, 
Egypt and Abu Dhabi.

This is the second 
time that the South 
African farmer has 
demanded the seizure 
of Tanzania’s planes 
over compensation 
claims.

In August a South 
African court ordered 
the seizure of another 
Tanzania plane fol-
lowing a request from 
the farmer.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Disaster recently 
struck in the city of Goma 
in eastern Democratic Re-
public of Congo as a plane 
crashed and claimed 27 
lives. According to re-
ports, the ugly incident 
happened in the densely 
populated neighbourhood 
in the city of Goma.

Officials stated 
that the propeller plane, 
which was operated by 
local company Busy Bee, 
crashed shortly after take-
off en route to the city of 
Beni, about 155 miles to 
the north.

The company said 
the 19-seater Dornier 
228-200 had 16 pas-
sengers and two crew 
members on board. The 
27 victims included some 
who were on the ground.

As at the time time 
of filing this report, there 
was no official statement 
on what might have 
caused the ugly accident.

The coordinator of 
rescue services in Goma, 

Joseph Makundi told Re-
uters that 27 bodies had 
been recovered from the 
rubble, including those of 
several people hit by fall-
ing debris.

An eyewitness in 
Goma's Mapendo neigh-
bourhood, Djemo Medar 
told Reuters that “I was at 
a restaurant with my fam-
ily when I saw the plane 
spinning three times in 
the air and emitting a lot 
of smoke, after that we 
saw the plane crash into 
this house”.

Medar added that 
“We know the pilot. His 
name is Didier. He was 
shouting, 'Help me, Help 
me.' But we had no way 
to get to him because the 
fire was so powerful”.

According to reports, 
air accidents are relatively 
frequent in Congo because 
of lax safety standards 
and poor maintenance. 
All Congolese commercial 
carriers, including Busy 
Bee, are banned from op-
erating in the European 
Union.
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ETHIOPIA: 8.5M PEOPLE TO EXPERIENCE FOOD 
CRISIS IN FEB-JUNE 2020

BARBADOS SET TO OPEN EMBASSIES IN AFRICA 

ANTIGUA DEMANDS 
HARVARD PAY REPARATIONS 
FOR BENEFITING FROM 
SLAVERY
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By Stanley Ugagbe

Antigua and Bar-
buda government is call-
ing on Harvard to atone 
for its historical ties to 
slavery — the labor and 
profit from which led to 
the establishment of its 
renowned law school.

It would be recalled 
that more than 200 
years ago, a wealthy 
Antiguan plantation 
owner helped found 
Harvard Law School 
with riches made from 
slavery. 

In lieu of that, 
prime minister of the 
twin-island Caribbean 
nation, Gaston Browne 
sent a letter to Harvard 
President Lawrence S. 
Bacow demanding the 
Ivy League institution 
pay reparations as ac-
knowledgement of the 
Antiguan slave labor 
contribution.

In the letter dated 
Oct. 30, Browne wrote 
“Reparations from Har-
vard would compensate 
for its development on 
the backs of our people”.

The Prime Minis-
ter stated that “Repara-
tion is not aid; it’s not a 
gift; it is compensation 
to correct the injustices 
of the past and restore 
equity. Harvard should 
be in the forefront of this 
effort.”

According to re-
ports, this development 
is not the first time the 
Antiguan government 
has pressed the univer-
sity to make amends for 
past with slavery. Re-
ports revealed that the 
Caribbean nation pre-
viously reached out to 
Harvard, once in 2016 
and again in 2018, call-
ing for restitution. The 
latest push comes af-
ter what Browne called 
Harvard’s refusal to ac-
knowledge it’s ties to 
Antigua, especially at a 
time when other institu-
tions have taken steps 
to atone for their slave 
past.

Bowne in his letter, 
noted that several insti-
tutions of higher learn-
ing, including Princeton 
Theological Seminary 
and the University of 
Glasgow in the U.K. 
have already committed 

payment to Antigua and 
Barbuda for their ties 
to slavery in the Carib-
bean.

The prime minister 
averred that “We con-
sider Harvard’s failure to 
acknowledge its obliga-
tions to Antigua and the 
stain it bears from ben-
efitting from the blood of 
our people as shocking, 
if not immoral”.

Reacting to 
Browne's letter, Ha-
vard President, Bacow 
penned a letter stating 
actions taken during for-
mer president Drew G. 
Faust’s tenure, including 
the removal of  said seal. 

Bacow succinctly 
averred that Harvard 
also installed a stone 
memorial honoring 
the enslaved persons 
“whose labor created 
wealth that made pos-
sible the founding of 
Harvard Law School.”

In his detailed let-
ter, the president also in-
sisted the university had 
taken “significant steps” 
toward addressing its 
past, but acknowledged 
“there’s more work to be 
done.”

He said “Indeed, 
Harvard is determined 
to take additional steps 
to explore this institu-
tion’s historical relation-
ship with slavery and 
the challenging moral 
questions that arise 
when confronting past 
injustices and their lega-
cies”. 

“Harvard is also 
committed to working 
with other educational 
institutions to study 
slavery and its legacy.”

However, Browne 
who expressed dissat-
isfaction over Bacow's 
letter, said “He has ac-
knowledged the veracity 
of our claim that Har-
vard Law School ben-
efited from endowments 
funded from profits as-
sociated with the en-
slavement … at Royall 
Estate in Antigua, but 
he has failed to address 
the issue of reparations 
in a meaningful way”

“If they fail to en-
gage meaningfully, we 
will be forced to pursue 
all legal remedies avail-
able to us to ensure … 
justice.”

By Stanley Ugagbe

Residents of Ethi-
opia have been issued 
a life-threatening issue 
to worry about as the 
First Integrated Food 
Security report by the 
government of Ethio-
pia has disclosed that 
for the period of Febru-
ary to June 2020, 8.5 
million people will be 
in food crisis.

It would be re-
called that the Gov-
ernment of Ethiopia 
had in 2018 adopted 
the initiative to en-
able it take proactive 
measures to combat 
future crisis. The Re-
port that analyses the 
food security situation 
in the country up to 
June 2020 was offi-
cially released during 
the Disaster Risk Man-
agement Technical 
Working Group (DRM 
TWG) meeting on 19 
November 2019.

The report strong-
ly warned that food 
crisis will hit the nation 
unless urgent action is 
taken to save lives, re-

duce food gaps, restore 
livelihoods and reduce 
malnutrition.

In lieu of the devel-
opment, Chairperson 
of the DRM TWG and 
Senior Advisor to the 
Commissioner of the 
National Disaster Risk 
Management Com-
mission (NDRMC), 
Tadesse Bekele suc-
cinctly averred that 
the government was 
going to use the infor-
mation in the report to 
respond to the needs of 
the food insecure pop-
ulation. 

He said "The gov-
ernment remains fully 
committed to address-
ing any gaps in saving 
lives and livelihoods 
of the affected popula-
tions".

Initially developed 
in 2004 by the Food 
and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United 
Nations (FAO)'s Food 
Security and Nutrition 
Analysis Unit, IPC is 
a multi-partner initia-
tive that governments, 
United Nations Agen-
cies, NGOs, civil soci-

ety and other relevant 
actors use for improv-
ing food security and 
nutrition analysis and 
decision-making. 

Fatouma Seid, 
FAO Representative in 
Ethiopia, noted that 
FAO will continue 
supporting the gov-
ernment and working 
with partners to gen-
erate regular, timely 
information as well as 
evidence-based analy-
sis regarding the food 
security situation in 
the country. 

Seid Added that 
"Credible information 
is the starting point 
of any intervention. It 
pinpoints who are the 
most affected, where 
they are, how they 
are affected, and what 
their needs are".

The multi-part-
ner initiative, IPC is 
now the basis for 
early warning projec-
tions and will inform 
emergency and de-
velopment food secu-
rity interventions in 
Ethiopia. It is operat-
ing under the auspices 
of the Early Warning 
and Emergency Re-
sponse Directorate in 
the NDRMC.

According to offi-
cials, the IPC was intro-
duced in Ethiopia un-
der the framework of 
the European Union-
funded FAO project 
"Support the Govern-
ment of Ethiopia to 
enhance food security 
information, national 
social protection, and 
Disaster Risk Manage-
ment systems."

By Stanley Ugagbe

In what has been 
adjudged a historic 
move, Barbados has 
disclosed that it will 
open diplomatic mis-
sions in African coun-
tries starting with Gha-
na and Kenya. 

This development 
will be the first time in 
history of the nation. 
The Caribbean nation 
also disclosed that it 
will be looking to open 
more missions in the 
coming years.

While disclosing 
the development, Min-
ister of Finance, Ryan 
Straughn, sought to 
portray the move as a 
step in the economic 
interest of the country.

Straughn said “We 
will be very shortly 
opening our mission 
in Ghana, which in a 
sense forms part of our 
very tangible outreach 
in leveraging oppor-
tunities for Barbados. 
Next year, we will set 
up a mission in Kenya 

as well”.
According to him, 

the missions will con-
tinue the work started 
by the Commission for 
Pan-African Affairs, a 
defunct government 
agency that mediated 
relations between Bar-
bados and Africa.

The Finance Min-
ister continued that: 
“We are going to Af-
rica as a government, 
and bringing private 
sector members along 
to establish real roots 
by having a  physical 
presence, and to build 
on the work the com-

mission would have 
started.”

Barbados was 
founded as an inde-
pendent state in 1966 
after centuries of Brit-
ish control. The vast 

majority of the coun-
try’s black majority 
population trace their 
ancestry to Ghana 
and other West Afri-
can states through the 
slave trade.

Ghana's Nana Akuf-Addo and Barbados' Mia Mottley 
at a press conference in Ghana. 
Photo Credit: Government of Ghana



ACROSS      DOWN
 1. Leave behind     1. A device that produces electricity 
2. Large American cat     2. A remote controlled aircraft
3. The sweet _______ (1997 film)   3. one of the continents
4. To discontinue     4. Shares maritime border with Canada
5. Sea       5. Peace (heb.)
6. 365 days      6 Most dangerous whale in the world
7. Former Canadian pm (1993 – 1993)  7. A Canadian dish
8. Canadian music star (1st name)
9. Vancouver is popular for this 

30 NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWS  •  To Advertise  Call : 416-318-3506

VOLUME 14 •  ISSUE 11 •  NOVEMBER  2019

	

 

  

6 

 

 

 

 

E F 

  

 

 

1 1   2    2 3      4 

   

  3     

   

4   5  5      

    

6    7   7  

 8       

  

  

  

    

   

  9      

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH CORNER
Your Children need your PRESENCE more than your PRESENTS” – Jesse Jackson

We are happy to bring you another interesting and educating information as usual.
In this issue, you will learn more about Canada, read about the match stick girl story, Try a little kindness poem, etc. 

We enjoyed putting it together and we hope you will enjoy reading them too.
Please, enjoy our page. Stay warm and safe.

Oluchi & Chimsom Ugoh

answers on page (33)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AUTUMN QUOTE

THE MATCH GIRL

AUTUMN

Oluchi Ugoh

Autumn is the 
season of the year 
between summer 
and winter during 
which temperatures 
gradually drop. It is 
often called fall in 
the United States be-
cause Leaves begin to 
change color and fall 
from the trees at that 
time.

In the animal 
kingdom, Animals 
gather and store food 
in autumn in prepa-

ration for the com-
ing winter, and those 
with fur often grow 
thicker coats.

In North Ameri-
ca, autumn tradition-
ally starts around 21 
to 24 September and 
ends around 21 or 22 
December.

In literature, au-
tumn often times refer 
to change, maturity, 
ripeness, beauty, sad-
ness or preparing for 
an end or a decline.

"Autumn shows us how beau-
tiful it is to let things go." 

– Unknown

a)

b)

TELEPHONE SCRAMBLE
BY DIVINE CHIMSOM UGOH

_ _ _ _ _ _ _       _ _ _     _ _ _     _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _     
3 7 4 3 6 3 7    2 7 3     8 4 3     7 4 2 5 4 6 4 7    

_ _ _     _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _     _ _
4 6 3     6 3 8 3 7    4 2 8 3     8 7

_ _ _ _   _ _ _      _ _ _ _      _ _ _      _ _ _
9 4 3 6   9 6 8      5 6 6 9      9 4 6      9 6 8      

_ _ _    _ _ _ _     _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
2 7 3,   9 6 8 7     7 8 4 5 5 6 3 7 7

answers on page (33)

It was Christmas Eve 
and snow lay deep on the 
ground. Night was fall-
ing and it was very very 
cold. A little girl stood at 
the corner of a city street. 
Her clothes were in rags 
and her shoes were tat-
tered. She held out small 
boxes of matches to the 
crowds of people passing 
by but nobody bought 
any matches. She stood 
at the corner of the street 
all day without a penny 
in her pocket.

The little child grew 
colder and colder. In the 
evening, she took shel-
ter from the falling snow. 
She lit a match to keep 
herself warm.

The match burned 
brightly and looking at 
it, the little girl saw a big 
room and a bright fire. 
When the flame went out, 
the big room vanished. 
Nothing was left but the 
cold and darkness.

The little girl lit an-
other match; she saw 
the same room again. 
This time, a crowd of 
happy children were sit-
ting around a dinner 
table. On the table was a 
big fat goose, but when 
the match went out, the 
room vanished .it was 
cold and dark once again.

The girl lit a third 
match. This time she saw 
a lovely Christmas tree 
with lights. When the 
match burned out, the 
lights rose into the sky 

and the match girl saw 
that they were stars.

One of the stars fell, 
and the child recalled that 
her dead grandmother 
had often told her that 
every time a star falls, a 
soul goes to heaven.

As she lit another 
match, the girl saw her 
dear old grandmother. 
She kept on lighting 
match after match in case 
her grandmother would 
disappear like the dinner, 
the tree and the room.

‘’Do not go away, 
granny’’ pleaded the 
match girl, ‘’stay with me 
or take me with you’’

Her grandmother 
did not leave her. She 
reached down and took 
the little girl in her arms. 
They rose high up into 
the sky and disappeared 
through the golden gates 
of heaven

In the morning, an 
old man found her little 
body in the doorway 
of a house, with all the 
burned matches beside 
her. 

The people won-
dered why she had beau-
tiful smile on her face. 
They did not know of 
the lovely things she 
had seen or of the great 
joy that filled her heart, 
when her grandmother 
came to take her home.

Adapted from ‘’The 
matchstick girl’’ by Hans 
Christian Andersen  first 
published 1844
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Take this quiz to find out

answers on page (33)

answers on page (33)

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW CANADA?

BOOK OF THE MONTH CAN YOU SOLVE THESE? 

TRY A LITTLE KINDNESS

REBOUND

By Kwame 
Alexander

You probably may 
have taken account of 
the year so far, and it 
seems in some cases it 
doesn't really add up 
to your expectations. 

Don't you worry, this 
book can help you 'Re-
bound' and make 2020 
your best year ever. 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year in ad-
vance.

Family matters, 

1. The population of Canada in 2018 was almost   (a) 57m   (b) 37m   (c) 47m   (d) 27m

2. Canada’s birthday is on      (a) July 1st   (b) July 4th   (c) July 10th   (d) July 15th 

3. The capital city of Canada is ________    (a) Montreal   (b) Ottawa   (c) Toronto   (d) Vancouver

4. The most populated city in Canada is ________   (a) Quebec   (b) Winnipeg   (c) Toronto                 (d) Vancouver 

5. Canada has __________ provinces     (a) 5    (b) 10    (c) 15    (d) 20

6. The smallest province in Canada is _________   (a) Nova Scotia  (b) Quebec   (c) Prince Edward (d) British
                   Island       Columbia 
7. The only province in Canada with majority
    of French speakers is ________     (a) Quebec                 (b) Montreal   (c) Ontario   (d) Nova Scotia 

8. The leader of Canada is known as _________   (a) emperor   (b) King   (c) prime minister (d) president

9. The current prime minister of Canada is __________  (a) Pierre Trudeau  (b) Justin Trudeau  (c) Wayne Gretzky  (d) Steven
                       Spielberg
10. Canada is famous for _________      (a) Niagara falls  (b) Victoria falls  (c) Toronto falls          (d) Angel falls

11. Check all the animals that are native to  Canada    moose          elephants          grizzly bear           polar bear           koala bear    

         raccoon        porcupine        elk         northern river         otter        kangaroo 

12. The plant which is a symbol of Canada is the _________ (a) maple leaf   (b) oak leaf  (c) nootka rose  (d) hibiscus
                        flower
13. Canada became a country in the year _______   (a) 1467   (b) 1667   (c) 1567   (d) 1867

14. _________ is a Canadian sports hero    (a) Susan Walsh  (b) Bibi George  (c) Mike Weir  (d) Mike Tyson

15. _______ is a Canadian music  star     (a) Alicia Keys  (b) Justin Bieber  (c) Lady Gaga   (d) Ariana 
                        Grande

yet learning to stay 
on track and get 
hold of your life to 
achieve what every-
one will be proud of 
is absolutely essen-
tial.

Josh and Jordan 
Bell's father learned 
his own moves. 
Chuck Bell, against 
all odds became the 
jazz music worship-
ing, basketball star 

his sons look up to.
Let’s travel back 

in time as Rebound 
takes us to the child-
hood of Chuck "Da 
Man" Bell during 
one pivotal summer 
when young Charlie 
is sent to stay with 
his grandparents 
where he discov-
ers basketball and 
learns more about 
his family's past."

Example:
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If you see your brother stand-
ing by the road,
with a heavy load from the 
seeds he's sowed,
and if you see your sister fall-
ing by the way
Just stop and say, you're go-
ing the wrong way
Don't walk around the down 
and out,
Lend a helping hand instead 
of doubt,
and the kindness that you 
show every day,

Will help someone along their 
way,
You got to try a little kindness
Yes show a little kindness
Just shine your light for ev-
eryone to see
And if you try a little kindness
Then you'll overlook the 
blindness
Of narrow-minded people on 
the narrow-minded streets

Written by: Curt Sapaugh and 
Bobby Austin
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BUSINESS
BILL GATES REGAINS 
HIS NUMBER ONE 
SPOT AS WORLD’S 
RICHEST MAN

TOYOTA CANADA ANNOUNCES $100,000 
PARTNERSHIP WITH STOPGAP FOUNDATION

NADDC SET TO UNVEIL 
MADE-IN-NIGERIA VEHICLES

DELIVERY BOOSTS 
MCDONALD’S

By N.Ugoh

Microsoft Founder 
and philanthropist Bill 
Gates has, once again, 
reclaimed the position 
of the world’s richest 
person, according to 
the Bloomberg Billion-
aires Index released 
recently.

Gates is said to 
have a net-worth 
of $110 billion. His 
many philanthropic 
projects had in times 
past slightly affected 
his ranking.

He replaces Am-

azon founder, Jeff 
Bezos, at the top 
spot after Microsoft’s 
shares went up nearly 
48 percent this year.

Microsoft’s suc-
cess story in 2019 has 
been helped largely by 
winning a US Penta-
gon $10 billion cloud-
computing contract in 
October.

It is the first time 
in over two years 
Gates has held the top 
spot although in Octo-
ber he briefly topped 
Bezos after Amazon 
reported a profit drop.

By Julius Oyekunle

Toyota Canada 
Inc. (TCI) has an-
nounced a new na-
tional partnership deal 
with StopGap Foun-
dation. The deal is a 
$100,000 donation 
from TCI which aims 
to support the growth 
and development of 
national School Project 
of StopGap’s and other 
important awareness-
raising programs in 
areas across Canada.

The partnership 
with StopGap Founda-
tion makes TCI one of 
StopGap’s top funders 
and it is rooted in 
shared values. Toyo-
ta’s aim of becoming 
a global mobility com-
pany is supported by 
the company’s com-
mitment to create a 
more inclusive society 
where everyone will 
be mobile.

The backup from 
Toyota will promote 
StopGap Foundation’s 

impact and extend 
to more communities 
across Canada. Devel-
oping the School Proj-
ect will also aid the 
growth of the Com-
munity Ramp Proj-
ect which will include 
turn create more barri-
er-free spaces.

While talking 
about the partnership, 
Stephen Beatty, Vice 
President, Corporate 
TCI said: “StopGap is a 
visionary organization 
that, by implementing 

a simple yet highly ef-
fective solution, has 
opened up hundreds 
of businesses across 
the country to people 
living with a disabil-
ity or limited mobil-
ity. Toyota Canada 
applauds StopGap’s 
important leadership 
in this space, and we 
look forward to join-
ing them in their 
mission to make the 
world more inclusive 
through physical ac-
cessibility.”

By Julius Oyekunle

Higher demand 
for delivery is pushing 
comparable-store sales 
higher at McDonald's, 
although not without a 
cost.

The company's 
shares went down 4% 
in premarket trading 
at a point last month 
while global sales was 
up by 5.9% at restau-
rants open at least 13 
months. Sales were up 
4.8% in the US despite 
predictions which had 
projected low sales.

More than half of 
McDonald's Corp. res-
taurants offer delivery 
with more than a million 
orders on a daily basis. 
The company partnered 
with DoorDash in the 
quarter to make deliver-
ies in the U.S.

But it's been costly 
to promote those ef-
forts. McDonald's is also 
undergoing expensive 
store renovations, in 
part to have dedicated 
delivery and mobile or-
dering spaces.

Third quarter reve-
nue was $5.4 billion the 

company announced.
McDonald's is also 

investing heavily in 
new technology to pro-
vide faster service. Last 

month, it acquired a 
Silicon Valley voice rec-
ognition startup called 
Apprente, with an eye 
toward using it to take 

orders at drive-thru win-
dows. And earlier this 
year it bought Dynamic 
Yield, a startup that will 
help it provide custom-

ized recommendations 
at drivethru windows 
based on things like 
weather and restaurant 
traffic.

By Stanley Ugagbe

Jilani Aliyu, Di-
rector-General of the 
National Automo-
tive Design and De-
velopment Council, 
NADDC, has revealed 
that plans are under-
way to make locally-
made vehicles readily 
available for Nigeri-
ans to buy and make 
payments in at least 
five-year install-
ments.

The NADDC boss 
who disclosed the de-
velopment to news-
men at the 2019 
GITEX in Dubai, 
United Arab Emir-
ates, remarked that 
his agency was col-
laborating with JAIZ, 
WEMA and Zenith 
banks with a view to 
providing single-digit 
financing for made-
in-Nigeria vehicles.

Aliyu succinct-
ly remarked that in 
about three months’ 
time, Nigerians will 
be able to put down 
10% and drive off 
made-in-Nigerian ve-
hicles and pay instal-
mentally for a period 
five years.

“Instead of con-
tinuing to be import-
ing fully-built vehi-
cles from overseas, 
we are working to-
wards promoting and 
sustaining the pro-
duction of vehicles in 
the country," he said.

He continued 
that “This effort will 
give us brand new 
vehicles that would 
be fuel-efficient, very 
modern and it will 
create tens of thou-
sands of jobs.

“It will help grow 
the economy and it 
will also stop us from 
being a dumping 
ground for old and 
dilapidated vehicles.

“We feel that 
with this scheme in 
place, Nigerians can 
now buy and drive 
new vehicles. Nige-
rians deserve more 
than that”.

Delineating on 
the prices of these 
vehicles, Aliyu said 
the vehicles are cost-
effective, affordable 
and in tune with the 
environment.

He said “Of 
course, the objec-
tive of manufactur-

ing these vehicles 
locally is to be cost-
effective, affordable 
and very in tune with 
the environment and 
elegance. So we are 
looking at the price 
much, much lower 
than what we have 
today, probably be-
tween three and five 
million Naira”.

The NADDC boss 
averred that they are 
working assiduously 
to make Nigeria one 
of the vehicle-manu-
facturing countries to 
reckoned with.

He said “We as 
a government body, 
we encourage the 
private sector to pro-
duce vehicles in Ni-
geria through the 
National Automotive 
Industrial Develop-
ment Plan, NAIDP.

“NAIDP is a pro-
gram that has five 
cardinal elements to 
help promote local 
production of vehi-
cles.

“Those elements 
are investment pro-
motion, which is to 
work with the private 
sector and encourage 
and support them in 

bringing money into 
Nigeria to set up their 
factories.

“Then we also 
have infrastructure 
plan to provide the 
necessary infrastruc-
ture for the industry 
to set up and be sus-
tained.

“We also deal 
with standards to 
make sure that the 
components that 
go into the vehicles 
meet minimum glob-
al standards.

“Then we also 
have training where 
every year we train 
thousands of Nigeri-
ans on mechatronics 
so that they under-
stand the new auto-
motive technology 
and be capable of fix-
ing and maintaining 
these vehicles profes-
sionally.

He concluded 
that “We as well deal 
with market develop-
ment. First, we pro-
mote the production 
and then work with 
stakeholders, end-
users and the compa-
nies to help people to 
be able to buy these 
vehicles”
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ORACLE CEO IS DEAD
NORVATIS BUYS MEDICINES CO.GOODBYE

statement denouncing 
#Antisemitism. These vio-
lent racist protests have no 
place in our society.”

Women Fight Anti-
Semitism also tweeted, 
“Denounce Velcro while 
you’re at it. Denounce 
avocados and pretzels and 
even broken guitar strings. 
Take action or leave the 
vacuous cliches for anoth-

er time.”
York University 

President Rhonda Lenton 
condemned the protests as 
well. She said: “In demo-
cratic societies, universities 
play a central role in facili-
tating debate on difficult 
issues. Shouting, threats 
of violence and attempts 
to intimidate community 
members are not consis-

tent with the responsibili-
ties we all share.”

Reservists on Duty 
narrated that the protest-
ers “had assaulted a few 
Jewish students” while 
SAIA distanced itself from 
being a part of the pro-
tests. However, SAIA has 
alleged that pro-Palestin-
ian protesters were those 
assaulted.

By Julius Oyekunle

Mark Hurd, CEO of 
Oracle and former CEO of 
Hewlett-Packard has died 
aged 62.

The company confirmed 
this through its Founder and 
Chairman Larry Ellison.

"Mark was my close 
and irreplaceable friend, and 
trusted colleague," Ellison said 
in a memo to Oracle employ-
ees that was posted on Mark 
Hurd's personal website. "Or-
acle has lost a brilliant and be-
loved leader who personally 

touched the lives of so many 
of us during his decade at Or-
acle. All of us will miss Mark's 
keen mind and rare ability to 
analyze, simplify and solve 
problems quickly."

Hurd took a leave of ab-
sence from Oracle(ORCL) in 
October for unspecified medi-
cal reasons. At the time, he 
said in a message to employ-
ees: "I've decided that I need 
to spend time focused on my 
health." He had been a chief 
executive and board director 
at the company since 2014. 
He served alongside Safra 

Catz, who also has the title of 
CEO. Ellison took over Hurd's 
responsibilities when he left.

Hurd's Oracle career 
started in 2010, one month 
after he resigned as Hewlett-
Packard's CEO over sexual 
harassment allegations. In 
2010, Oracle boss Ellison 
slammed HP for letting go 
of Hurd, calling it "the worst 
personnel decision since the 
idiots on the Apple board fired 
Steve Jobs many years ago." 
He then hired Hurd on as 
president, sharing the position 
with Safra Catz.

By Julius Oyekunle

Norvatis AG has 
reached a deal to pur-
chase Medicines Co. 
for an equity value 
of about $6.8 billion, 
taking over a promis-
ing cholesterol drug 
and adding to a string 
of acquisitions for 
Chief Executive Officer 
Vas Narasimhan.

Medicines Co. 
had two years ago an-
nounced it was going 
to lay off workers.

Medicines Co. 
shareholders will get 
$85 a share, Basel, 
Switzerland-based No-
vartis said in a state-
ment last November. 
That’s a 45% premium 
to the closing price on 
Nov. 18. The transac-
tion value totals $9.7 
billion on a fully dilut-
ed basis that includes 
outstanding stock op-
tions and convertible 
debt, Novartis said.

The deal brings 
an experimental cho-
lesterol treatment, in-
clisiran, into the vast 
production line of No-

vartis that includes 
heart-failure medicine 
Entresto. Novartis’s 
CEO has relied on ac-
quisitions to sharpen 
the pharma giant’s 
focus on cutting-edge 
drugs for cancer, rare 
diseases and other ill-
nesses.

Shares of Parsip-
pany, New Jersey-
based Medicines had 
already tripled in 
2019 with anticipa-
tion building over the 
blockbuster potential 
of inclisiran. Analysts 
estimate its sales could 
climb to more than $1 
billion by 2024. Medi-
cines Co. plans to sub-
mit an application for 
the drug in the U.S. 
before year-end.

Recent research-
es on the cholesterol 
treatment, a partner-
ship with Alnylam 
Pharmaceuticals Inc., 
suggest that inclisiran 
may offer a differenti-
ated option from other 
drugs from Amgen 
Inc. as well as part-
ners Regeneron Phar-
maceuticals Inc. and 

Sanofi. The treatment 
make use of a technol-
ogy known as RNA 
interference, which 
essentially silences 
genes responsible for 
a disease.

Medicines Co.’s 
drug leaped over a 
major hurdle earlier 
this year as a late-
stage study showed 
it cut bad cholesterol 
levels in half over 18 
months. High levels 
of the substance are a 
leading cause of heart 
attacks.

Novartis is rolling 
out products like Zol-
gensma, a gene thera-
py aimed at a devas-
tating muscle disease 
that the company 
gained by acquiring 
drugmaker AveXis 
Inc. for $8.7 billion 
in 2018. Last year, it 
also bought Endocyte 
Inc. for $2.1 billion. 
Under Narasimhan, 
the company has also 
spun off the Alcon Inc. 
eye-care division and 
ditched a stake in a 
consumer-health ven-
ture.
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continued from p(30)
ANSWER TO PUZZLE…

continued from p(30)
TELEPHONE…

continued from p(31)
HOW WELL DO YOU…

continued from p(31)
CAN YOU SOLVE THESE? 

a) Friends are the siblings God never gave 
us - Mencius

b) When you know who you are, your still-
ness threatens the enemy

1b, 2a, 3b, 4c, 5b, 6c, 7a, 8c, 9b, 10a, 11. 
(Moose, grizzly bear, koala bear, raccoon, por-
cupine, elk , northern river otter) 12a, 13d, 14c, 
15b.  

Multiply the number in each box by itself   
e.g 1 x 1 =1,  4 x 4 = 16. Add the answers to-
gether to get the value in the circle. 1 + 16 = 17

Answers: (1) 17/64 (2) 225 (3) 14,596 
(4) 5.8 (appr.) (5) 25 (6) 541
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BOOKS - EDITOR’S PICK
FICTION & NON FICTION BOOKS

Make it Last
By B. Love

A Love So 
Soft Kindle 

Edition
By Chelsea Maria 

When The 
Night’s 

Over Kindle 
Edition

By Chelsea Maria 

The Love 
Quest Kindle 

Edition
By Monae Nicole

Awaken the 
Giant Within: 
How to Take 

Immediate 
Control of 

Your Mental, 
Emotional, 

Physical and 
Financial
By Tony Robbins 

In life, we go through many trials and situations which bring us pain and remorse causing one person to change. Emotional and traumatic situations often make a person confused, resentment 
and upset. This is normal because it is not easy to accept the change or a person’s uniqueness. We are humans, we make mistakes, we hurt the people we love. This month’s religious books are amazing 

because each story will show different pictures of pain that changes a person’s perspective in life.

TO THE RESCUE
SAY NO TO CORRUPTION

You need not bid fare-
well to love when 

it reverses to beckon. 
Love always win.

Georgia King swore 
she was never going to 
be in love again. She 
was done with heart-
breaks.

A fateful Sum-
mer evening came, and 
Roman Felix will fall 
in love with the wild-
haired beauty who 
didn’t know his name, 
let alone that he ex-
isted. With nothing but 
a single picture and the 
sweet melody memory 
of her laughter, Roman 
is ready to launch.

With more baggage 
than a bag lady, Geor-
gia had her fist balled, 
prepared to fight to keep 
her heart. His determi-
nation is the ultimate 
game changer.

Can someone be too lose 
with love? We get en-

gaged to people who we 
never dreamt of dating, and 
that’s just the naughty, yet 
amazing aspect of human 
relationships.

It was just to be a 
night, which later turned 
to five. Unfortunately, he 
left me. Only to come back 
and shatter my world by 
revealing his connection to 
the past that I’ve run away 
from.

THE BLAME GAME 
CONTINUES

She told me she didn’t 
know the first thing about 
love, and I promised to hold 
her hand through the mo-
tions. When it became too 
much for her, she gave me 
one day to rid her out of my 
system. Greedy after one 
taste, I took five days, and 
her heart along with it.

I blamed her for 
doubting my love for her. 
She didn’t trust me.

What you have is what 
you give. A reflection 

on why relationships go 
wrong. Read and discover 
that the peace and love you 
want starts with you.

Life hasn’t been fair to 
“Sunflower” Meadows, the 
29 year old is unable to pay 
her debts and her love life 
had been shattered. When it 
seems as if she’s drowning in 
her alcohol induced sorrow, 
she meets Tokyo, and he 
shows her that her life isn’t 
as bad as it seems.

Tokyo “Toke” Key isn’t 
living the life he thought he 
would be at thirty-one-years-
old. While his career and 
business is thriving, every 
other area of his life has be-
come stagnant. A prominent 
loss to his family rocks them 
all to their core, and Tokyo is 
left wondering to whom does 
forever really last these days. 
He’s had absolutely no desire 
to find out, until he crosses 
paths with Sunflower. 

They both long for 
restoration. However, just 
as they are drawn to each 
other like magnets emotion-
ally, they are repelled by 
each other and repulsed by 
the thought of love mentally. 
Will they be able to make it a 
happy ever after?

On My Way 
To You: An 

Urban Love 
Story Kindle 

Edition
By Monica Walters 

Ryan’s timely re-
sponse to Keisha in 

her desperate state can’t 
make her get over him. 
Meanwhile,

Sheppard Andrews 
has only been in love 
once. Sheppard entered 
a depression that no one 
could seem to pull him 
out of. Doing his best 
to walk a straight line 
comes to a screeching 
halt when he receives 
a call from long-time 
friend, Ryan, to save 
a chick named Keisha 
Landry. He doesn’t know 
her, but if Ryan thinks 
she’s worth saving, then 
that’s all that matters. 
The moment he sees 
her, he knows that she 
possesses the aura that 
could get him back to his 
feet. But trouble seems to 
be brewing again.

By Pastor Dele Dada

Kola was quick to 
jump up, with a 

broad smile. Tosin stood 
up reluctantly, and the 
other Corpers. As if they 
had rehearsed it before, 
all the Corpers took a 
bow simultaneously and 
chorused, ‘Thank you.’ 
All the students stood 
up and gave a thunder-
ing applause. Why some 
were blowing whis-
tles and some making 

shriek noises with their 
mouths.

Tosin stepped out 
again. Standing on the 
podium she said “Let 
us give another hand to 
the Principal. And while 
still standing let us give 
a big welcome hand to 
our guest speaker today 
Mr. Hudson Bassey. An 
accomplished motiva-
tional speaker, a Profes-
sor of Psychology, au-
thor, youth inspirer, role 
model and acclaimed 

Can we love two 
persons at the 

same time? Are we 
wired for that? This 
incredible drama ad-
equately reflects the 
mindset of double-
minded folks.

Kamaya Jones 
decided to give up 
on love, until she 
meets someone who 
tries to prove to her 
that she’s worthy 
of love. Will she let 
him in, or will she 
miss out on her soul 
mate? Kamaya’s 
adventure is about 
to get interesting. 
Perhaps, love is not 
lost.

This is a life chang-
ing book which 

gives detailed analysis 
of the most effective 
strategies and tech-
niques for mastering 
your emotions, your 
body, your relation-
ships, your finances, 
and your life.

A down to earth 
guide teaching the 
fundamental lessons 
of self-mastery that 
will enable you to dis-
cover your true pur-
pose, take control of 
your life, and harness 
the forces that shape 
your destiny.

mentor.”
There was another 

youthful loud noise. Mr. 
Bassey walked to the po-
dium and with a motion 
of his hands indicated 

that the students should 
please sit down.

“I am highly de-
lighted to be invited to 
this school to deliver this 
lecture. I congratulate 
the Principal, Teachers, 
Students and Staff both 
past and present and all 
those who have contrib-
uted towards building 
a robust frame work in 
shaping young minds 
and developing them to 
blossom as enlightened 
citizens of this nation. 
Today I will like to speak 
on what I called:

‘Talent is not all 
that it takes to Succeed.’ 
or ‘You Need more than 

Talent to succeed’
Mr Bassey Contin-

ues “Let me say upfront 
that I am not here to put 
down the great values 
of talent and develop-
ment of talent I am here 
to help you balance your 
life so that you can be an 
overall success. Many 
books have been written 
on the fact that you need 
to develop your talent to 
succeed. It is true. Many 
books have also

been written on 
‘Talent Is Not Enough’. 
What I will be saying to-
night is not enough on 
the subject I will recom-
mend that you do more 

research from the Inter-
net and other sources on 
this important subject. 
As a matter of fact what 
I have for you tonight 
are from various authors 
and the Internet. I am 
sure you have heard-
‘when you copy a book 
without acknowledging 
the author that is plagia-
rism when you copy two 
or more books and you 
acknowledge the sources 
that is research.’

THERE WAS 
GENERAL 
LAUGHTER 
IN THE HALL.

“I usually define my 
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Hello friends, good to be back again and of course, the year is running down. No anxiety, trust God and He’ll guide you through. Here are great books for your reading plea-
sure. You’ll find them inspiring

RELIGIOUS BOOKS 
EDITOR’S PICK 

FICTION & NON FICTION BOOKS

SOURCE: AMAZON.COM

BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE TORONTO & MISSISSAUGA PUBLIC LIBRARIES

The Sunday School Teacher
By Cole Hart

As a Man 
Thinketh

By James Allen 

The 
Thanksgiving 

Game: A Holiday 
Short Story
By Phyllis Bourne

If These Pews Could Talk
By Ashley Te’Arra

topic. Talent is a special 
ability you were inher-
ently or naturally born 
with. Talent is a capacity 
for success. Having said 
that let me make a quick 
quote “Did you know 
that talent is not every-
thing? For instance: 50 
percent of the CEOs of 
the” fortune 500” had 
C average in college, 65 
percent of all US sena-
tors came from the bot-
tom half of their school 
classes, 75 percent of US 
presidents were in the 
lower half club in school. 
More than 50 percent 
of millionaire entrepre-
neurs never finished col-
lege” (R. Kriegel and L. 
palter 1999). There are 
13 attitudes toward im-
proving and maintain-
ing effective talents. I 
will throw more light on 
each one of these. Belief 
lifts your talent, passion 
energizes your talent 

and initiative activates 
your talent. Focus di-
rects your talent, prepa-
ration positions your 
talent, practice sharpens 
your talent. Persever-
ance sustains your tal-
ent, courage tests your 
talent. Ability expands 
your talent, character 
protects your talent, rela-
tionships influence your 
talent, responsibility 
strengthens your talent, 
and teamwork multiplies 
your talent. I will be but-
tressing my speech with 
a lot of quotable quotes, 
I believe such quotes 
like parables used by 
Jesus Christ during his 
teaching ministry have a 
way of driving the point 
home.”

“The first thing I 
want to discuss is what 
I call Belief lifts your 
talent. Lack of belief in 
yourself can act as a 
ceiling to your talent. 

It is what is called infe-
riority complex. When 
you believe in yourself, 
you unleash or release 
power and resources 
around your brain that 
immediately take you 
to a higher level. If you 
want to become your 
best, you need to believe 
in your potential and 
mission. Belief in your 
talents generates pas-
sion in you. Your poten-
tial is your innate ability 
that God has given you 
to succeed in life. It is 
what you are to become 
that you have not yet 
become.

Give passion to 
your potential. Passion is 
tenacity of purpose. Paul 
the great missionary and 
author of New Testament 
scripture said about his 
belief to lift his talent 
when he said ‘Necessity 
is laid upon me, yea woe 
is unto me, if I preach 

not the gospel’. Pas-
sion energizes your tal-
ent; passion makes you 
go the extra mile taking 
risks for something you 
have faith in. A passion-
ate person with limited 
talent will outperform a 
passive person who pos-
sesses greater talent. A 
talent-plus person does 
not stop until he suc-
ceeds. When you believe 
in your vision it will en-
ergize your talent.”

Mr. Bassey paused 
to sip water from the 
chilled bottled water 
placed on the table.

“The next point I 
want to discuss is what I 
call—Initiative activates 
your talent. Young peo-
ple listen to me; Talent-
plus people do not wait 
for things to be perfect; 
they use their number six 
commonly called com-
mon sense (initiative) 
to advance. If you want 

to reach your potential, 
you have to show initia-
tive. Initiative is the first 
step to anywhere you 
want to go; initiative 
closes the door to fear. 
Initiative opens the door 
of opportunity, initiative 
eases life’s difficulties. 
Initiative is often the dif-
ference between success 
and failure. In life there 
is a time you must look 
for work but before you 
die you must use your 
initative to create jobs. 
All these companies and 
big conglomerates you 
see and you are apply-
ing to for jobs are simply 
products of someone’s 
initiative not just talent. 
Talent without initia-
tive is moribund. I read 
a book by Amos Dada 
titled “Dream Dreams 
and Have Dominion,” I 
will gladly recommend 
that for you on issue 
of creativity, and using 

your power of initiative 
and imagination. People 
who lack initiative fail 
to see the consequences 
of their inaction. They 
want someone else to 
motivate them. They 
look for a perfect time to 
act. They like tomorrow 
better than today. One of 
the major differences be-
tween a manager and a 
leader is initiative; while 
the former lacks it the 
latter uses it as a ladder 
to success and commu-
nity transformation. A 
man without initiative 
will stagnate. He cannot 
go far in life. Show me a 
man that has succeeded 
in life I will show you a 
man who added initia-
tive with talent.”

Mr. Bassey was 
well prepared. The class 
was very quiet for his 
liking he proceeded.

TO BE CONTINUED.

The amazing story of 
how God’s love reaches 

us even when we are far 
away in our own desires, 
unwilling to yield and sub-
mit to His will.  

She never wanted to 
have anything to do with 
church until her mother 

died of Cancer. 
Now that she’s turned 

to God, she fell in love with 
a man she should have 
turned away from. 

But now in the pris-
on, serving a life sentence, 
will there ever be redemp-
tion?

“As a man thin-
keth in his heart, so 
is he.”

Very simple 
but seldom used to 
overcome obstacles.

It unravels the 
power of positive 
thinking.

Included in this 
edition are Allen’s 
insightful Morn-
ing and Evening 
Thoughts, a col-
lection of beautiful 
daily meditations 
that can transform 
the soul.

Family is key in 
every of our deci-

sion and ensuring we 
have that special mo-
ment with loved ones 
should be regarded.

Toi and Lennox 
(The Hook-Up Before 
Christmas) are look-
ing fo rward to spend-
ing Thanksgiving Day 
in the bedroom, how-
ever family demand is 
about to scuffle their 
plan. So, the couple 
devised a secret game 
to survive the on-
slaught and enjoy a 
fun-filled holiday.

A little sin, yet an-
other little sin un-

til it really gets bad. 
This is the book for 
self examination.

Easter Young is 
a devoted housewife, 
is ready to take her 
rightful place. Hav-
ing fallen in the shad-

ows of her prominent, 
preaching husband, 
Pastor Bryce Young 
will have to pull a bet-
ter stunt to keep her 
when she’s made up. 
Is there a turning back 
from a heart that is set 
to quit? If only wishes 
were horses.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

UNITED STATES: 26-YEAR-OLD 
NIGERIAN LADY, ROXY NDEBUMADU 
SWORN-IN AS COUNCILOR

NINE-YEAR-OLD CHILD 
GENIUS TO GRADUATE 
FROM UNIVERSITY

AMERICA ABROAD MEDIA 
HONORS EGYPTIAN 
STAR YOUSRA

By Stanley Ugagbe

United States based 
politician of Nige-

ria origin, Roxy Ndebu-
madu has been sworn 
in as councilor of Bowie 
District 4, Maryland.

Recall that Roxy 
edged her four oppo-
nents in an election 
that was keenly con-
tested.  The 26-year-
old was declared win-
ner haven garnered the 
highest votes. She had 
29.85% votes while 
her opponents, Leon 
Buck 29.18 %, Helen 
King 6.20%, Anto-
nio D Lindsey 5.75% 
and Derrick A Mallard 
29.02% respectively.

Overwhelmed with 
joy, the history make 
who took to her Face-
book page to share 
her joy, wrote “On No-
vember 18th, I became 
the youngest woman 
sworn into Bowie City 
Council and the first 
black woman to rep-
resent District 4... A 
blessing that I never 
saw coming!”

“Thank you to ev-
ery resident in Bowie 
who supported me 
along the journey and 
gave me this wonderful 
opportunity”

“You listened to 
my story, you believed 
in me, and you gave 
me this opportunity! 
I promise to uphold 
this honor and serve 
the residents in Bowie, 
Maryland to the best of 
my ability”.

“Women are not 
inadequate, young 
people are not forgot-
ten, and this is only the 
beginning of our beau-
tiful future!”

“To the 717 resi-
dents who believed in 
me enough to vote for 
me and to my men-
tors who supported me 
along this journey, I 
thank you! I look for-
ward to using all that I 
have learned to advo-
cate for the great resi-
dents of Bowie, Mary-
land and continue my 
journey at Microsoft”.

In the build up 

to the election, Roxy 
had said her vision is 
to make Bowie a pre-
mier city for its resi-
dents and businesses. 
She said “I’m not your 
typical politician. I’m a 
new leader with a new 
voice, and my vision is 
to make Bowie a pre-
mier city for its resi-
dents and businesses”.

Specifically, the 
councilor had in her 
campaign said she in-
tends to focus on four 
major areas to revital-
ize Bowie. “Economic 
development, public 
safety, senior citizens, 
and the municipal bud-
get are the keys to any 
community. We need to 
streamline our process 
for new businesses to 
come into Bowie and 
offer incentives based 
on businesses stay-
ing in Bowie. For pub-
lic safety, we need to 
partner with our police 
and fire and support 
our citizens with a pi-
lot program for subsi-
dized Ring video door-
bells. Our seniors are 
the backbone of our 
community, we want 
them to maintain inde-
pendence. Mixed use 
senior housing com-
bined with businesses 
that cater to them, will 
help the seniors and 
spur economic devel-
opment. The municipal 
budget is being used as 
a tool for votes. Instead 
of responsible budget-
ing, rainy day funds 
are used to avoid tax 
increases. Soon, there 
will be no safety net for 

our community.” Nde-
bumadu stated.

Prior to the elec-
tion, the City Council 
did not have any wom-
en on it, though female 
members have served 
before. Now there will 
be two, Harrison and 
Ndebumadu. There are 
also now three coun-
cil members who are 
younger than 30 — Es-
tève, 29, Ndebumadu, 
26 and Boafo, 25.

Roxy Ndebumadu 
is a graduate of the 
Howard University. 
Roxy graduated with a 
B.Sc. in Health Scienc-
es focusing on Health 
Management and a 
minor in Business Ad-
ministration. As a Fed-
eral Customer Success 
Lead for Microsoft Cor-
porate, Roxy leads a 
team of Customer Suc-
cess Managers, Techni-
cal Experts, and Cloud 
Architects that drive 
end-user adoption, im-
plementation, relation-
ship management, and 
strategic partnerships 
for all Microsoft Federal 
Accounts ranging from 
U.S. Department of De-
fense to U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and 
Urban Development.

Along her journey, 
Roxy always found 
ways to “innovate” a 
process or procedure. 
During her time at How-
ard University, Roxy 
participated in one of 
the largest technol-
ogy implementations 
to date across Howard 
University’s Health Di-
vision Schools. Roxy’s 

favored professional 
acumen and pixieish 
humor enabled her to 
heighten cross-func-
tional teams in meeting 
94.6% of all deadlines. 
Roxy’s motto was al-
ways, “If not now then 
when?” 

She took pride 
in knowing that the 
implementation would 
enhance the lives of 
her clients as well as 
enable continued learn-
ing for all health-relat-
ed students. Inundated 
with curiosity on the 
metrics behind most 
successful companies, 
Roxy decided to pursue 
a certificate in Strategy 
& Performance Man-
agement directly after 
graduation.

It has been said 
that you have never 
met a young woman as 
dynamic and passion-
ate as her. Roxy’s pre-
vious work experience 
includes roles within 
the field of Opera-
tions & Data Analytics 
across multiple mar-
kets: Health Care, Hos-
pitality, Data, Finance, 
and Start-ups. 

All of these diverse 
experiences have mold-
ed her into the relat-
able, charismatic, and 
determined woman that 
she is today. Roxy is a 
part of Brookings Insti-
tute, Red Cross, Make-
a-Wish, Running Start: 
Bringing Young Wom-
en to Politics, Women 
in Technology, Grace 
Hopper, and many 
other volunteer orga-
nizations. Recently, 
Roxy joined the board 
of Hera Angels which 
is a Venture Capital firm 
that focuses of funding 
women owned start-
ups. Roxy’s combined 
volunteer and profes-
sional experience only 
sharpened her skill set 
and made her the go-
to example for young 
women of tough back-
grounds who aspire to 
pursue their dreams.

Her election marks 
the first time a black fe-
male will serve in the 
council.

Roxy Ndebumadu
pic: pbs.twimg.com

By Julius Oyekunle

A n i n e - y e a r - o l d 
boy’s name will go 

into the record books 
as the youngest ever 
graduate by December, 
as competitions among 
the world’s top univer-
sities to sign him up 
continue to persist.

With an IQ of at 
least 145 Laurent Si-
mons will complete his 
electrical engineering 
degree from the Eind-
hoven University of 
Technology in Decem-
ber.

“I really want to 
go to California, the 
weather is nice there,” 
said Laurent, who is 
half Dutch and half 
Belgian and lives in 
Amsterdam. 

But Laurent’s fa-
ther Alexander told 
the Telegraph his son 
could be tempted away 
from the California sun 
by the dreaming spires 
of Oxford.

Major top uni-
versities in the US are 
already courting Lau-
rent, who loves play-
ing video games like 
Fortnite and Minecraft, 
with offers of Master’s 
courses and even PhD 
programmes.

By Julius Oyekunle

America Abroad 
Media (AAM) 

honored Egypt’s sen-
sational  star Yousra 
at its annual dinner 
that held in Washing-
ton, DC. According to 
the press release, this 
was done to celebrate 
Yousra’s artistic con-
tributions that have 
bestowed Americans 
with worthy repre-
sentations of Egyp-
tian history.

The statement 
extolled Yousra’s im-
portant role in re-
pealing taboos in 
Egyptian society and 

creating productive 
social dialogue. The 
award celebrates the 
entire career of Yous-
ra.

While talking 
about Yousra, Aaron 
Lobel, the found-
er and President of 
America Abroad Me-
dia said: “Yousra is 
an icon in the Middle 
East and a true inspi-
ration to her millions 
of fans, both through 
her brilliant work as 
an actress on screen 
and her devotion to 
her society and a bet-
ter world. AAM is 
proud to honor the 
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FRANCE RETURNS 
SWORD STOLEN IN 19TH 
CENTURY TO SENEGAL

MICHAEL BLOOMBERG JOINS US 
PRESIDENTIAL RACE

By Stanley Ugagbe

In its bid to fulfill its 
decision to return 

artifacts stolen during 
colonial times, France 
recently returned a 
sword that belonged 
to a 19th century Is-
lamic scholar and rul-
er in Senegal.

French Prime 
Minister, Edouard 
Philippe handed over 
the brass and wood 
sword to Senegal’s 
President Macky Sall 
in a ceremony in Da-
kar.

The sword origi-
nally belonged to 
Omar Saidou Tall, a 
West African ruler 
who led an anti-colo-
nial struggle against 
the French in the 
1850s.

It would be re-
called that Saidou 
eventually signed 
a peace treaty with 
France in 1860. And 
according to French 
historian, Jean Suret-
Canele, Saidou Tall 
died from a gunpow-
der explosion in 1864. 

Records have it 
that after his death, 
his sword and books 
from his library were 
seized by the French. 

At the ceremony, 
French Prime Minister, 
Philippe said giving 
back Saidou Tall’s sa-
ber was “the first step” 
in a project tailored at 
returning more West 
African artifacts that 
are currently in French 
museums.

On his part, the 

Senegalese leader said 
“This is an historic 
day”. Reports have it 
that some of Tall’s de-
scendants were pres-
ent during the hand-
ing over of the sword. 

It would be re-
called that in Novem-
ber 2018, a report 
commissioned by the 
French President, Em-
manuel Macron rec-
ommended that art 
plundered from sub-
Saharan Africa dur-
ing the colonial era be 
returned through per-
manent restitution. 

The report dis-
closed that French 
museums house at 
least 90,000 pieces 
originally from sub-
Saharan Africa with 
at least 70,000 works 
in Paris’ Quai Branly 
museum alone.

 With mounting 
pressure from African 
governments, there is 
a wave of stolen arti-
facts being returned 
by European countries 
to their original coun-
tries.

 Also, Germa-
ny had in May an-
nounced that it would 
return a 15th Cen-
tury high navigation 
landmark it took from 
Nambia known as the 
Stone Cross.

In similar devel-
opment, the British 
Museum in London 
also struck a deal 
with Nigeria in 2018, 
where it agreed to re-
turn Benin Bronzes 
looted by British sol-
diers to Nigeria.

By Julius Oyekunle
 

The Former New 
York Mayor could 

miss democratic votes 
in Iowa, New Hamp-
shire to focus on big-
ger states on Super 
Tuesday in March.

Bloomberg an-
nounced he is running 
for the Democratic 
presidential nomina-
tion, bringing to bear 
decades of experience 
in business, govern-
ment and philan-
thropy as the way to 
beat President Donald 
Trump.

Bloomberg, 77, 
called Trump “an ex-
istential threat to our 
country and our val-
ues” as he joined a 
crowded field of candi-
dates, with fewer than 
three months before 
the Iowa caucuses. His 
eleventh hour entry 
will create added dif-
ficulties as he seeks 
to build a campaign 
infrastructure and sup-
port in key states.

“I’m running for 
president to defeat 
Donald Trump and 
rebuild America. We 
cannot afford four 
more years of Presi-
dent Trump’s reckless 
and unethical actions,” 
Bloomberg said in a 
statement announcing 
his candidacy. “If he 
wins another term in 
office, we may never 
recover from the dam-
age.”

He reconsidered 
his earlier decision not 
to run in 2020 as he 
saw the Democratic 
field struggling to pro-
duce a front-runner to 
take on Trump, with 
none of the current 
leading contenders 
able to break out of the 
pack.

Bloomberg is the 
founder and majority 
owner of Bloomberg 
LP, the parent com-
pany of Bloomberg 
News. He served as 
New York’s mayor for 
three terms and now 
funds a global philan-
thropic arm.

Bloomberg por-
trayed himself as 
quintessential busi-

ness and government 
leader, who created 
jobs at his own com-
pany, helped rebuild 
New York City after the 
Sept. 11 attacks and 
threw himself behind 
the biggest challenges 
facing the country, in-
cluding climate change 
and gun control.

Bloomberg found-
ed Everytown for 
Gun Safety and Be-
yond Carbon on the 
climate front, and his 
announcement said 
that he has given 
$10 billion to chari-
table causes and that 
Bloomberg Philan-
thropies works in 129 
countries.

At the same time, 
Bloomberg faces sig-
nificant hurdles in 
the campaign, includ-
ing his late start and 
questions about why 
a billionaire and for-
mer Republican with 
a past career on Wall 
Street should be the 
standard-bearer for a 
party whose base in-
creasingly is moving 
to the left, with young, 
diverse voters often 
skeptical of big busi-
ness.

Bloomberg has 
been sharply at odds 
with many of the key 
ideas driving the Dem-
ocratic party’s progres-
sive base, opposing 
a tax on wealth and 
Medicare for All plans 
backed by senators 
Elizabeth Warren and 
Bernie Sanders.

It is yet to be 
seen if he would be 
welcomed in his own 
party.

Former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden en-
tered the race as the 
front-runner, but he 
has struggled to raise 
money and at 77, has 
faced questions about 
his age, verbal gaffes 
and other out-of-step 
comments. Pete But-
tigieg, the 37-year-old 
mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, has broken 
into a solid lead in 
Iowa with similarly 
centrist views, but 
lags in single digits in 
national polls and in 
predominantly non-

white areas. That has 
potentially created an 
opening for Bloomberg 
with centrist Demo-
cratic voters looking 
for someone who can 
defeat Trump.

Warren and Sand-
ers have cemented 
their positions in the 
top tier of candidates 
but also raised con-
cerns in the party that 
moving too far left 
would ensure Trump’s 
re-election.

Bloomberg spent 
more than $100 mil-
lion to help Democrats 
take control of the 
U.S. House in 2018. 
He plans to finance 
his own campaign, he 
said.

Refusing dona-
tions means that 
Bloomberg will not 
qualify for any de-
bates regulated by 
the Democratic Party, 
which has required 
candidates to meet a 
certain threshold of 
donations and polling 
numbers.

“If that changes 
and we meet the eli-
gibility requirements, 
we would gladly par-
ticipate,” campaign 
spokesman Jason 
Schechter said.

Bloomberg’s cam-
paign announced a 
record-setting ad buy 
recently, topping $34 
million. That fueled 
criticism from some 
about self-funding a 
presidential campaign.

He has continued 
to face criticisms in 
his party already for 

spending big.
And the Progres-

sive Change Campaign 
Committee, which 
supports Warren, 
called Bloomberg “the 
human embodiment 
of Elizabeth Warren’s 
core case for being 
president.”

In addition, 
Bloomberg already 
made plans to spend 
$100 million on a dig-
ital advertising cam-
paign against Trump 
in the battleground 
states of Arizona, 
Michigan, Pennsylva-
nia and Wisconsin. He 
also announced plans 
to spend another $15 
million to $20 million 
to register voters in 
competitive states.

When Bloomberg 
was mayor, Repub-
licans derided his ef-
forts to limit the con-
sumption of sugary 
drinks as a “Big-Gulp 
ban” and a symbol 
of government over-
reach. His support of 
a “stop-and-frisk” po-
licing policy as mayor 
has been criticized for 
targeting blacks and 
Hispanics, key Demo-
cratic constituencies.

The campaign 
website Bloomberg 
launched Sunday in-
cludes a biographi-
cal video and touts 
his work to stop gun 
violence and climate 
change. It says, “But 
now, he sees a differ-
ent kind of menace 
coming from Wash-
ington, so there’s no 
stopping here.”

incomparable Yousra 
at our 7th Annual 
Awards Dinner in 
Washington, D.C.”

While receiving 
the award, Youssra 
expressed her joy and 
appreciation for the 
wonderful opportu-
nity to represent her 
country via global 
recognition.

Iconic Hollywood 
stars which include 
Harvey Keitel con-
gratulated Yousra on 
her award. Harvey 
commented: “In your 

award is my reward, 
because I have this 
opportunity to tell 
you, ever since that 
night I first met you in 
Cairo, how lovely and 
strong an impression 
you made on us.”

Many Egyptian 
celebrities conveyed 
their warm greetings 
to Yousra through so-
cial media. Some of 
the celebrities include 
businessmen Naguib 
and Samih Sawiris 
and actress Shereen 
Reda.
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RELIGION
MY MONTH OF NO MORE BARRENNESSROAD CONSTRUCTION: BISHOP OYEDEPO 

RELEASES N650M, NIGERIANS REACT

Pastor Amos Dada
amos.dada@gmail.com

By Pastor Amos Dada PhD; 
P. Eng

I welcome you to a 
brand new month of 

November, our Month of 
No More Barrenness. 

“And Isaac intreat-
ed the Lord for his wife, 
because she was barren: 
and the Lord was intreat-
ed of him, and Rebekah 
his wife conceived.” Gen 
25:21 KJV.“Isaac pleaded 
with the Lord on behalf 
of his wife, because she 
was unable to have chil-
dren. The Lord answered 
Isaac’s prayer, and Re-
bekah became pregnant 
with twins. “Gen 25:21 
NLT. I am pleading with 
God on behalf of some-
one this month, there 
shall no more be barren-
ness in your life in Jesus 
name. All forms of bar-
renness physical, mental 
spiritual academic, entre-
preneurial, financial shall 
come to an end in Jesus 
name. 

BARRENNESS IS NOT 
NEW. 

There are at least 
seven women in the 
Bible who were initially 
childless (also referred to 
as barren). Six of these 
seven finally did have 
children after several 
years, except Mical. In 
Old Testament times it 
was a shame for a wife 
not to bear children (be 
childless) for her hus-
band. Although many 
times it was the female 
in the marriage who 
was physically incapable 
of bearing kids, there 
were no doubt instances 
where it was the male 
who could not engender 
offspring. The first wom-
an listed as being child-
less (barren) was Sarai, 
the wife of Abraham, 
who was later renamed 
Sarah. She waited until 
she was in her nineties 
before she bore Isaac 
which means laughter. 
Other women that could 
not bear children early 
in their marriages are; 
Rebecca, Rachel, Mrs. 
Manoah, Hannah, Mi-
chal and Elizabeth. Bare-
ness was not mentioned 
in the New Testament. 
It will no more be men-
tioned in your life. 

WHAT IS 
BARRENNESS? 

Barrenness means 
incapable of produc-
ing offspring, seed, or 
fruit. Inability to support 
growth. Unproductive. 

Unfruitfulness. Lacking 
in stimulation of ideas. 
Primary infertility refers 
to the inability to give 
birth either because of 
not being able to become 
pregnant, or to carry a 
child to live birth, which 
may include miscarriage 
or a stillborn child. Sec-
ondary infertility refers 
to the inability to con-
ceive or give birth when 
there was a previous 
pregnancy or live birth. 
Barrenness is the oppo-
site of fruitfulness. It is 
beyond having physical 
children. When some-
body’s life does not yield 
desired result, it is bar-
renness. Jesus cursed a 
tree that was barren. Mk 
11:12-25. 

TYPES OF 
BARRENNESS. 

When we think of 
barrenness, most people 
automatically think of 
a woman who cannot 
have a child or of a dry, 
barren land. But in the 
Scriptures the term ‘bar-
renness’ is not limited 
to the realm of the bio-
logical or the landscape. 
There are different facets 
and levels of barrenness: 
Biological, territorial, fi-
nancial, professional, 
mental, ministerial, per-
sonal, academic, to men-
tion a few. Any field of 
endeavor where one’s 
expectation of fruitful-
ness is not materializing 
could be regarded as bar-
renness. I am reiterat-
ing this so that we can 
address them the way 
physical barrenness will 
be handled.
 ISAAC AND ISMAEL 
COMPARED. 

The story of Isaac is 
well known. He was the 
promised child. He grew 
up in a dysfunctional 
home. His father Abra-
ham was a friend of God. 
He was called of God 
with a wonderful prom-
ise to form a nation. 2 
“And I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy 
name great; and thou 
shalt be a blessing:” Gen 
12:2. Abraham was a 
pioneer of faith, he had 
nobody to learn from, he 
did not understand why 
God will make a promise 
now and it will be de-
layed. He did not realize 
that there’s a process to 
receiving the promises of 
God. Between the prom-
ise and the palace, there 
is the process. Abraham 

was not taught that be-
tween the promise and 
the promised land there 
is a wilderness. This led 
to the costly mistake of 
having Ishmael before 
Isaac. 

The story of Isaac 
and Ishmael reminds me 
of the story of a father 
who had two sons. The 
father we were told was 
a drunkard, who abused 
his wife severally and 
did not care about the 
children. Nevertheless, 
when the children grew 
up one was a fine gentle-
man and the other was 
a brute and reckless per-
son. When both of them 
were interviewed the 
brute said he was into 
that life style “because 
of his father” -that his 
father treated the mum 
very badly. The sec-
ond one also responded 
he is living a clean life 
“because of his father”. 
He stated he promised 
himself he will not fol-
low his father’s ugly life 
style. It’s true Ishmael 
means wild and spiritu-
ally is not the promised 
child, he might have no-
ticed the way Abraham 
treated his mum - drove 
her away with a bottle 
of water and so he went 
and formed a generation 
of “wild people” many 
of whom till today sight 
reasons to abuse their 
wives. 

On the other hand, 
the Holy Spirit made me 
to see the life of Isaac 
who like the other son 
said I saw the struggles 
of my father, I will not 
go through that route. 
He must have noticed 
that father Abraham had 
a little famine in Bethel 
and ran to Egypt. Gen 
4:12; father had a delay 
in having children be-
cause Mom was barren, 
he married Hagar and 
had a child through her. 
Isaac had the challenge 
of famine, he was tempt-
ed to go to Egypt again, 
God warned him and he 
obeyed. Today we read 
in our text that Isaac’s 
wife also was barren! 

By Stanley Ugagbe

In recent weeks, 
Bishop David 

Oyedepo of the Liv-
ing Faith Church also 
called Winners’ Cha-
pel has been making 
waves on the Inter-
net after he released 
N650 million for the 
repair of roads lead-
ing to Canaanland.

 Acording to au-
thorities, the roads 
which are under re-
pair cover the old toll 
gate bordering Lagos 
and Ogun states.

Reports have it 
that the repair work 
will affect stretches of 
roads at the Idi-Iroko 
Expressway from Oju 
Ore to Iyana Iyesi and 
Sango.

On why he re-
leased the whooping 
amount, reports have 
it that the Church em-
barked on the project 
as worshippers and 
other road users have 
had terrible experi-
ences along the road 
to the border, Agbara 
and other towns.

Findings have 
revealed that It is the 
biggest single inter-
vention of the church 
which has at other 
times embarked on 
the reconstruction of 
roads leading to the 
Canaanland.

Following the de-
velopment, Nigerians 
took to social media to 
express their views. 
While some see it as 
a welcome develop-
ment and praised the 
clergy man, others 
were of the view that 
he had done noth-
ing that warrant his 
praises.

Among those 
who aired their re-
marks on the de-
velopment is the 
Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) Chieftain 
in Delta state, Chief 
Sunny Onuesoke.

Onuesoke who 
welcomed the devel-
opment and lauded 
the Bishop, advised 

wealthy Nigerians 
to emulate the phil-
anthropic and hu-
manitarian gesture of 
Oyedepo in contribut-
ing their little quota 
to development of the 
society.

The PDP chieftain 
succinctly averred 
that if wealthy Nigeri-
ans emulate the good 
work of Oyedepo by 
contributing their 
little quota for the 
development of the 
society in the educa-
tion and health sec-
tor, industrialization 
and infrastructural 
development among 
others, Nigeria would 
be a better place to 
live in.

He said “The 
recent donation of 
N650m for repairs 
of road is just a tip 
on the ice bag. Evi-
dence are bound that 
Living Faith Church 
Worldwide popularly 
known as Winners 
Chapel is credited for 
the construction and 
regular maintenance 
of Oju-Ore to Atan 
Agbarha road. There 
was a time the en-
tire Ota community 
in Ogun state was 
in total darkness, it 
was the church that 
brought electricity to 
the community”.

In his beaming 
remarks, the party 
chieftain who visited 
Ota for first hand in-
formation, revealed 
that Oyedepo Foun-
dation, a Christian 
non-profit organiza-
tion has excelled in 
education by creating 
platforms to improve 
the quality of edu-

cation in Africa and 
increase access to 
quality education by 
school age child mar-
ginalized by poverty.

According to 
him, the Foundation 
focus the bulk of its 
efforts on interven-
tion educational sup-
port for individuals 
and schools because 
it strongly believe 
that education is one 
major tool that has 
the power to change 
the current economic 
condition of Nigeria 
in particular and Af-
rica in general.

He explained 
that “The Founda-
tion focus on educa-
tion to ensure that all 
those in need are em-
powered with basic 
knowledge and skills 
required to achieve 
success in their own 
lives. It provides edu-
cational learning aids 
in Vocational and for-
mal schools, estab-
lishment of libraries, 
award of research 
grants in the field of 
education and part-
nerships with non-
governmental organi-
zations.”

In his eupeptic re-
marks, he said beside 
other endeavour of 
human endowment, 
Oyedepo Foundation 
equally participate in 
providing adequate, 
quality and primary 
health care especially 
to the poor and mar-
ginalized people who 
are unable to afford 
quality medical care.

He concluded that 
Government cannot 
provide all the needs 
of the people, noting 
that the citizenry bur-
den will be alleviated 
if those that are well 
to do can emulate the 
Founder of Living 
Faith Church by pro-
viding the necessity 
of life to the people 
in terms of infrastruc-
tures, health care, 
education and other 
better living accesso-
ries.

Bishop David Oyedepo 
pic: camanda.podbean.com



39NIGERIAN CANADIAN NEWS  •  To Advertise  Call : 416-318-3506

VOLUME 14 •  ISSUE 11 •  NOVEMBER  2019

God has a cure for 
barrenness. 

We have examples 
of how God cured the bar-
renness of many people 
in the bible. That is where 
we draw our strength, that 
from this month there will 
be no more barrenness in 
your life. SARAH recov-
ered from the mistake of 
giving Hagar to her hus-
band, - “Through faith 
also Sarai herself received 
strength to conceive seed, 
and was delivered of a 
child when she was past 
age, because she judged 
him faithful who had 
promised” Heb 11:10. 
Gave birth to Isaac. Your 
faith will help you over-
come barrens. REBECCA 
became pregnant when 
Isaac prayed for her. Gave 
birth to a set of twins- Ja-
cob and Esau. Gen 25:21. 
RACHAEL had children 
when God had mercy on 
her.” And God remembered 
Rachel, and God hear-
kened to her, and opened 
her womb” God will re-
member you! Rachael had 
Joseph and Benjamin. God 
will remember you this 
month in Jesus’ name. 
Mrs. MANOAH had an-
gelic visitation. “And the 
angel of the Lord appeared 
unto the woman, and said 
unto her, behold now, thou 
art barren, and bearest not: 
but thou shalt conceive, 
and bear a son.” You shall 
be visited this month in 
Jesus name.” Judges 13:3. 
Manoah’s wife gave birth 
to Samson. HANNAH 
prayed a peculiar prayer 
and made a peculiar vow 
to change her destiny. 
“And she vowed a vow, 
and said, O Lord of hosts, 
if thou wilt indeed look on 
the affliction of thine hand-
maid, and remember me, 
and not forget thine hand-
maid, but wilt give unto 
thine handmaid a man 
child, then I will give him 
unto the Lord all the days 

of his life, and there shall 
no razor come upon his 
head” 1 Sam 1:11. Han-
nah gave birth to Samuel. 
God’s sovereignty will lo-
cate you. ELIZABETH 
was visited, her husband 
Zacharias was faithful to 
God irrespective of the 
challenges. “And it came 
to pass, that while he( 
Zacharias) executed the 
priest’s office before God in 
the order of his course,… 
the angel said unto him, 
Fear not, Zacharias: for thy 
prayer is heard; and thy 
wife Elisabeth shall bear 
thee a son, and thou shalt 
call his name John. Lk 1: 
8,13. The master showed 
up, Elizabeth 3 gave birth 
to John the Baptist. He will 
show up for you. The only 
woman out of the seven 
that did not have a child 
was Michal and it was be-
cause she disdained God 
by making a mockery of 
her husband. “As the ark 
of the LORD was entering 
the City of David, Michal 
daughter of Saul watched 
from a window. And when 
she saw King David leap-
ing and dancing before the 
LORD, she despised him 
in her heart.”2 Sam 6:16 
“And Michal daughter of 
Saul had no children to the 
day of her death.” 2 Sam 
6:23. 

Notice that the first-
born sons of the above 
females played a vital role 
in the Bible and in the his-
tory of Israel as a nation. 
Isaac, Jacob/Israel, Esau, 
Joseph, Samuel, Samson 
and John. When healed, 
the first child produced 
by these initially childless 
women were used to ful-
fill a special purpose in the 
plan of God. 

How to handle bare-
ness

Christendom is full of 
all challenges today, the 
divorce rate is high, the 

abuse rate is astronomi-
cally higher, barrenness 
afflicts our homes and we 
live our Christian lives as 
if like Abraham we are pi-
oneering faith and we are 
staggering “in faith” How 
should we handle barren-
ness? How did Isaac han-
dle barrenness?

 Let us learn some 
lessons for our marriages 
from ISAAC the first prod-
uct of no more barrenness. 
on how to handle barren-
ness.

 1. You are not the 
cause of your barrenness. 
Isaac realized his wife is 
not the cause of her bar-
renness. There are many 
things in your marriage 
that you or your spouse 
are nor responsible for. 
Sometimes the bible says 
God shuts their womb! 
Resolve not to allow such 
things to be sources of 
tension. Reinhold Niebuhr 
the American Theologian 
prayed “Grant me the se-
renity to accept the things 
I cannot change, the cour-
age to change the things 
I can, and the wisdom to 
know the difference.”

 2. Pray about your 
challenges. The issue of 
not having physical chil-
dren is very challenging. 
I went through it early in 
my marriage. You may 
still need help but you 
pray first. I mean pray, not 
pay lip service to praying 
about it consulting pas-
tors, marabouts or prayer 
contractors. Notice Isaac 
took it as a challenge and 
prayed about it. The fam-
ily that prays together 
stays together. 

3. Persevere. Be-
tween the promise and 
the promised land is the 
wilderness. Wilderness 
experience is tough. That 
is where many miss it. 
Resolve to go though it 
together as a couple. Find 

ways to tackle it, realize 
it may not be easy but 
“when there’s a will there 
is a way” Robert H Schul-
ler said “Tough times nev-
er last, but tough people 
do.” A success story may 
be a sentence the expe-
rience is usually many 
years of pain, agony, ac-
rimony, distrust, tension, 
threats, doubt and frus-
trations. Don’t pack out, 
persevere. 

4. Don’t let it lead 
to divorce. At the peak 
of it bear in mind God 
has promised children to 
come from you but the 
devil wants to prevent it 
through a divorce. God 
said “I hate divorce “Mal 
2:16. 

5. Learn from the 
process. “Remember how 
the LORD your God led 
you all the way in the 
wilderness these forty 
years, to humble and 
test you in order to know 
what was in your heart, 
whether or not you would 
keep his commands.” 
Deuteronomy 8:2 (NIV). 
It is the test of life. Some 
people’s test is financial, 
for some it’s emotional. 
Learn from your own so 
that others coming after 
you will learn from you. 
2 Cor. 1:3.

6. Get the help you 
need. Infertility carries so 
many emotions and so 
many struggles. Some-
times individual part-
ners struggle to simply 
understand themselves, 
much less try to under-
stand each other. 4 That’s 
where a little extra help 
comes in. It could be de-
liverance, it could be 
counselling, it could be 
support from people who 
have had such experi-
ences, It could be medical 
help. Whatever help you 
need get it. 

7. Pray for your 
spouse. Learn the habit of 

praying for your partner. 
Sometimes we demonize 
our spouses because of 
challenges. Isaac prayed 
for his wife. Seriously 
do you pray for your 
spouse? Cultivate the 
habit of prophesying on 
each other. Pray for your 
wife. Pray for your hus-
band. Pray about your 
spouse’s career, struggles, 
business, life, in-laws. 
Saturate your spouse with 
prayer in the morning, 
noon or night. Pray when 
you are physically to-
gether and, on the phone, 
when you are not together. 
Pray for each other when 
things are going well and 
when it is not too well. 
Abraham did not pray for 
Sarah, went after Hagar, 
caused the whole world 
unending troubles. Be like 
Isaac, save the future gen-
eration with your commit-
ted breakthrough prayer! 

8. Don’t deny each 
other sex. Whether for geo-
graphical, economical, or 
emotional reasons. Imag-
ine couples trusting God 
for children yet avoiding 
intimacy because of quar-
rels. Forgive each other all 
offences, let nothing pro-
voke you against intima-
cy, particularly during the 
ovulation period! Travel 
long distances if you have 
to.

 9. Don’t assume. In 
times past people thought 
only women were the 
source of barrenness. 
Scientific research and 
medical advancement 
have shown the contrary. 
Therefore, both should 
go for checkups and both 
should be prayed for. 

10. Realize that de-
lay is not denial. You will 
have children. Believe it. 
We may not be able to ex-
plain why some will only 
have children after 5, 10, 
20, even more years. But 
they do. Some today have 

through adoption. Some 
though IVF. Believe the 
first prayer in the bible 
– “And he blessed them 
and said- Be fruitful” Gen 
1:28. You shall be fruit-
ful. 11. God always shows 
up. Remember the three 
Hebrew boys in the fur-
nace, even if he did not 
show up the way you 
expected, your marriage 
is never barren. We may 
think of barrenness only 
in terms of physical chil-
dren, it’s not necessarily 
so. What matters is that 
you are fruitful. There are 
various areas where your 
marriage will bless your 
generation. Identify and 
pursue them. Write books, 
invent, innovate. Be fruit-
ful! 

Conclusion: Isaac 
prayed for his wife. God 
granted his request and 
they had a set of twins. 
Receive the anointing to 
pray for your spouse. All 
the women that suffered 
barrenness which I will 
prefer to call delay in giv-
en birth had miraculous 
breakthrough. Delay is 
not denial. Expect double 
blessings. Do what you 
need to do spiritually, fi-
nancially, academically, 
ministerial and physically, 
put your trust in God He 
will turn your barren-
ness to fruitfulness, your 
sorrow to joy. “And God 
blessed them, and God 
said unto them, be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replen-
ish the earth, and subdue 
it….: Gen 1:28. No more 
barrenness, your fruitful-
ness begins right now. 

Post Script: Interna-
tional Gathering of Eagle 
Conference (IGOE) is on 
the move this month No-
vember and December to 
Kenya, Cameroon, Tanza-
nia, Uganda and Nigeria. 
Plan to join us. Pray for 
us. Support us as led by 
the Spirit.

AROUND 400 CHILDREN RESCUED AND 348 ADULTS 
NABBED IN CANADIAN CHILD PORNOGRAPHY BUST

By Dele Akintilo

Canadian police 
have announced that 
around 400 children 
were rescued and 348 
adults arrested sequel 
to an expansive and 
“extraordinary” inter-
national child pornogra-
phy investigation.

Toronto Police Ser-
vice Chief William Blair 
said at a press confer-
ence recently that the 
three-year project (Proj-
ect Spade) started when 
undercover officers of 
Toronto Police Service 
Child Exploitation ser-

vice contacted a Toronto 
man allegedly sharing 
“very graphic images” 
of sexual abuse of chil-
dren in October 2010.

Police disclosed 
their investigation re-
vealed a whole child 
movie production and 
distribution company 
that is situated in To-
ronto which operates 
through the web site 
azovfilms.com.

According to the 
police, the website was 
run by 42-year old Bri-
an Way. It sold and dis-
tributed images of child 
abuse to people all over 

the world.
Head of Toronto’s 

Sex Crimes Unit, In-
spector Joanna Beaven-
Desjardins said they 
were helped by United 
States Postal Inspection 
Service since a lot of the 
videos were being post-
ed to the United States 
and started a joint in-
vestigation.

After seven months 
of long investigation, 
officers used search 
warrants in Toronto in-
cluding at the business, 
located in West End 
area of Toronto.

Inspector Beaven-

Desjardins said at the 
press conference that 
hundreds of thousands 
of images and videos 
of “horrific sexual acts 
against very young chil-
dren, some of the worst 
they have ever viewed” 
were catalogued by in-
vestigators.  

Police seized more 
than 45 terabytes of 
data from the $4-mil-
lion business that sent 
to over 50 countries 
which include Sweden, 
Australia, Spain, Mexi-
co and Greece.

As a result of the 
investigation, 50 people 

were apprehended in 
Ontario, 58 people were 
arrested in other areas 
of Canada, 76 people in 
the United States and 
164 people in other 
countries of the world.

Inspector Beaven-
Desjardins said what 
was most alarming was 
that many of the arrests 
were of people who in-
teracted closely with 
children.

She said among 
those nabbed were 40 
school teachers, 9 doc-
tors and nurses, 6 law 
enforcement personnel, 
9 pastors and priests 

and 3 foster parents.
While citing a par-

ticularly huge example, 
she said police discov-
ered 350,000 images 
and over 9,000 videos 
of child sexual abuse in 
the house of a retired 
Canadian school teach-
er. Some of the found 
images were of chil-
dren well known to the 
man and he has been 
charged with sexually 
abusing a child relative.

According to the 
police, investigation 
is still in progress and 
more arrests could be 
made.
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SPORTS

TOTTENHAM SACK POCHETINO, 
APPOINT MOURINHO

HOW SCIENCE IS CHANGING THE WAY 
WE THINK ABOUT BRAIN INJURY 
PREVENTION IN SPORTS

EURO 2020: CAN PORTUGAL 
DEFEND TITLE?

AUSTRALIA’S WOMEN’S FOOTBALL TEAM 
GETS LANDMARK EQUAL PAY DEAL

By Stanley Ugagbe

Football lovers were 
recently greeted 

with a shocker as Tot-
tenham disclosed that 
it has parted ways with 
its manager, Mauricio 
Pochettino.

The Argentinian 
was relieved of his du-
ties after five-and-a-
half years in charge.

The Premier 
League top side, who 
were in the Champi-
ons League final only 
six months ago, has 
endured a tough start 
to the 2019-2020 sea-
son.

Chairman Daniel 
Levy, who appointed 
Pochettino in June 
2014, said: “We were 
extremely reluctant 
to make this change 
and it is not a decision 
the board have taken 
lightly, nor in haste.

“Regrettably do-
mestic results at the 
end of last season and 
the beginning of this 

season have been ex-
tremely disappointing.

“It falls on the 
board to make the dif-
ficult decisions - this 
one made more so giv-
en the many memora-
ble moments we have 
had with Mauricio and 
his coaching staff - but 
we do so in the club’s 
best interests.”

Pochetino guided 
the club to their first 
Champions League fi-
nal last season, but 
they fell short in the 
Madrid showpiece in 
a 2-0 defeat to Liver-
pool.

The Argentinian 
was in charge for 293 

games and delivered 
four successive top-
four Premier League 
finishes, challenging 
for the title in 2015/16 
and 2016/17. 

Following his 
abrupt end of contract 
with Tottentam, a host 
of players aired their 
remarks, wishing him 
well in his journey 
ahead.

Lineker said on 
Twitter: “He helped 
the club to punch 
massively above their 
weight for years. Good 
luck with finding a 
better replacement....
ain’t gonna happen.”

continued on p(43)
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By Stanley Ugagbe

Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
Portugal emerged 

runners up to qualify 
for the pan-European 
international tourna-
ment billed to hold 
June next year. Paired 
alongside Ukraine, 
Serbia, Lithuania and 
Luxembourg in group 
B, Portugal needed 
sterling performances 
to book a place in the 
much anticipated tour-
nament.

With Ukraine 
dominating the group, 
Portugal had to fierce-
ly contend with Serbia 
for the second spot of 
the group. But Fernan-
do Santos’ men bur-
ied their opponent’s 
hope after they put up 
dogged performanc-
es by winning their 
last two matches that 
had Ronaldo scored 4 
goals.

It would be re-
called that Portugal 
won the 2016 edi-
tion of the tournament 
when they beat France 
in the Final. Santos’ 
men had qualified from 
the group stage as the 
best losers. Following 
a scrappy qualification 
from the group stage, 
they went ahead to 
crucify all their oppo-

nents on the journey 
the final that had them 
edge star-studded 
France. It would be 
recalled that the coun-
try’s talisman, Cristia-
no Ronaldo picked up 
an injury in the early 
stage of the final and 
was substituted. The 
Juventus star, howev-
er, inspired his team-
mates to victory from 
the bench. The only 
goal was scored by 
Eder in the extra time 
of the match.

Fernando San-
tos men will be look-
ing forward to repeat 
their 2016 feat as they 
have secured a spot in 
the tournament come 
2020. Santos team has 
improved compared to 
the squad they had in 
2016.

But, can Portu-
gal defend the title? 
Can Ronaldo inspire 
his team to a second 
consecutive title? Can 
Santos surprise the 
world with a consecu-
tive title? 

The tournament 
will feature a total of 
24 competitors, with 
some of the game’s 
heavyweights hoping 
to upset Portugal. So 
far, a total of 20 coun-
tries have qualified for 
the tournament with a 

score of big names on 
board.

Teams that have 
qualified are Eng-
land, Czech Republic, 
Ukraine, Portugal, Ger-
many, Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Den-
mark, Croatia, Wales, 
Spain, and Sweden. 
Others are Poland, 
France, Belgium, Aus-
tria, Finland, Russia, 
and Italy.

As well as the 20 
teams who have quali-
fied for the competition 
by finishing in the top 
two of the 10 groups, 
four teams will qualify 
via the play-offs.

A total of 16 
teams will be involved 
in the play-off stage 
and their place was 
achieved through the 
UEFA Nations League.

The draw for the 
play-offs was held on 
November 22, 2019 
with matches then 
taking place in March 
2020.

With all the above 
big names set to un-
leash their expertise, 
will Portugal have a 
chance in the tourna-
ment? Football pun-
dits are of the view 
that Spain, Germany, 
France and England 
are major contenders 
for the trophy. 

By Marcel Ugoh

Australia’s wom-
en’s football team, 

the Matildas, have 
reached a deal, which 
has been tagged his-
toric as they will now 
earn equal pay and 
entitlements on many 
key measures.

Football Federa-
tion Australia (FFA) 
said it means the top 
male and female play-
ers will be on the same 
pay scale.

But the men are 
likely to keep earning 
more due to the great-
er prize money typi-

cally on offer at their 
matches.

The Matildas are 
currently ranked 8th 
in the world while 
Australia’s men’s 
team, the Socceroos, 
come in 44th.

“This is a massive 
step taken to close the 
gender pay gap be-
tween the Socceroos 
and the Matildas,” 
said FFA chief execu-
tive David Gallop.

P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Footballers Australia, 
a union which repre-
sent both teams, said 
it was a “a commit-
ment that is blind to 

gender”.
Under the deal, 

both sides will re-
ceive the same cut of 
commercial revenue 
- such as advertising 
- and players will be 
valued equally.

Top female players 
will also see a signifi-
cant boost to their sal-
ary - now A$100,000 
(£53,000; $69,000).

The Matildas will 
also receive identical 
training conditions 
and other entitlements 
- such as business 
class air travel - which 
are currently afforded 
to the Socceroos.

(NC) As junior 
hockey camps and 
youth leagues gear up 
each season, concerns 
about traumatic brain 
injury continue to be 
top of mind for  parents, 
coaches and players 
alike. Up until now, hel-
mets have been the best 
available option at pro-
tecting the brain from 
injury. But what if there 
was a way to protect the 
brain from inside the 
skull?

This is the question 
that inspired a team of 
doctors to find a solution 
to help protect the brain 
from sports-related im-
pacts.

“Recognizing the 
limits of external pro-
tective equipment, such 
as helmets, in prevent-
ing movement-related 
damage to the brain, 
we looked for a way to 
reduce brain movement 

from the inside,” ex-
plains Dr. Joseph Fisher, 
anesthesiologist and 
neuroscientist at the 
University of Toronto 
and co-inventor of the 
Q-Collar technology.

Building on the 
key concept of why 
brain injuries occur, the 
doctors reasoned that 
with a slight increase 
of blood volume inside 
the skull caused by gen-
tle compression of the 
neck veins, they could 
help reduce the brain’s 
movement when ex-
posed to impact during 
sports. This led to the 
creation of a new safety 

innovation – one that is 
fitted and worn around 
the neck and can be 
used with other sports 
equipment as an added 
layer of protection for 
the brain.

Backed by six years 
of clinical trials and in-
dependent research, the 
device is now receiving 
widespread attention in 
the sports world.

For example, Win-
nipeg Blue Bombers 
linebacker Adam Big-
hill has been wearing it 
on the field and hopes 
young athletes and their 
parents will pay closer 
attention to its potential. 
He encourages parents 
and coaches interested 
in keeping young ath-
letes safe while playing 
sports to review the re-
search that surrounds 
this new innovation.

Find more informa-
tion at www.qcollar.ca.
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NOLLYWOOD MOVIE 
PRODUCER, STARBOY 
TEMIDAYO ENITAN, 
EMERGES TAMPAN CANADA 
VICE-PRESIDENT

WXN NAMED THUNDERBIRD 
ENTERTAINMENT CEO ONE 
OF CANADA’S ‘100 MOST 
POWERFUL WOMEN’

ACTOR WILLIAM SHATNER, 
OTHERS INDUCTED TO 
ORDER OF CANADA

OSCAR COMMITTEE 
RESPONDS TO ‘LIONHEART’ 
DISQUALIFICATION

KEHINDE LIJADU 
PASSES ON AT 71

BURNA BOY’S “AFRICAN 
GIANT” BAGS GRAMMY 
AWARD NOMINATION

By Stanley Ugagbe

Nollywood Movie Pro-
ducer/Promoter, Temidayo 
Enitan has emerged the 
Leader and Executive Vice-

President of the Theater 
Arts and Motion Picture 
Practitioners Association of 
Nigeria (TAMPAN), Canada 
chapter.

Enitan, who is popu-
larly known as Starboy was 
issued his certificate of re-
turn on Sunday, November 
16th, 2019 at the inaugu-
ration ceremony in Toronto 
Canada by The National 
President of the Associa-
tion; Mr. Bolaji Amusan.

While receiving the 
award, Enitan urged other 
executives and members of 
the association to give him 
all the support to move the 
noble association forward.

The Movie Producer 
who has been tipped as the 
next big thing to happen to 
the Yoruba Movie industry 
is one of fast-rising Canada 
based Nigerian Actors and 

Movie Producer in the Yo-
ruba movie industry.

Asides acting, Eni-
tan is into promotions and 
management of artistes in 
Canada and he is the CEO of 
STARBOARD ENTERTAIN-
MENT. He takes artistes 
from Nigeria to Toronto 
Canada where he showcas-
es their talents to the world.

Temidayo has orga-
nized a good number of 
events in Canada in con-
junction with other repu-
table organizations in Can-
ada and most of the event 
they packaged had turned 
a huge success and most 

continued on p(43)

By N.Ugoh

It was a remark-
able day for actor Wil-
liam Shatner and writer, 
Ann-Marie MacDonald 
as Gov. Gen. Julie Pay-
ette honoured both and 
37 other people with the 
Order of Canada last No-
vember.

Shatner was 
awarded one of Canada’s 
highest civilian honours 
for his 60-year career in 
theatre, television and 
film; MacDonald for her 
art and advocacy for 
women and on LGBTQ 
issues; and Lockyer for 
his work championing 
people wrongly convict-
ed of crimes.

M a t h e m a t i c i a n 
Robert Langlands, film-
maker Alanis Obom-
sawin and actor Donald 

Sutherland are also be-
ing made companions 
of the order, the most 
prestigious of its three 
levels.

Payette will preside 
over the ceremony at 
Rideau Hall in Ottawa.

The order was es-
tablished in 1967, Can-
ada’s centennial year, 
and close to 7,500 peo-
ple have been invested 
in the order since then.

By Dele Akintilo

The Oscar's Inter-
national Film Executive 
Committee has given its 
response to the backlash 
emanating from the dis-
qualification of Genevieve 
Nnaji's Lionheart (Nigeria's 
first-ever Oscar submis-
sion). While speaking with 
Deadline, the committee's 
co-chair Larry Karaszewski 

referred to the situation as 
"less of a controversy and 
more of a misunderstand-
ing."

He clarified the rules 
of the Academy, stating 
that in spite the change in 
name from "Best Foreign-
Language Film" to "Best In-
ternational Feature Film," 
that occured earlier this 
year, the rules for the cat-
egory remain unchanged: 

By NCNC Staff

Thunderbird Enter-
tainment Group Inc re-
cently announced that 
their CEO Jennifer Twiner 
McCarron has been named 
as one of Canada's "100 
Most Powerful Women" by 
Women's Executive Net-
work  (WXN).

In partnership with 
KPMG, the list of Top 100 
winners was revealed re-
cently and it pays tribute 
to outstanding women 

who values diversity in the 
workforce and act as sourc-
es of inspiration for the 
next generation of leaders 
across Canada.

Twiner McCarron was 
honored for her various 
contributions in the arts, 
sports and entertainment. 
She is well respected in the 
industry for her accessibil-
ity, creativity and passion 
to produce quality content. 

Under her watch, 
the Vancouver-based 

continued on p(42)

By N.Ugoh

Kehinde Lijadu, the 
twin sister of Taiwo of the 
Lijadu Sisters fame has 
passed. She was aged 71.

Kehinde's death was 
confirmed by her cousin 
David Olanrewaju Lijadu. 
According to David, Ke-
hinde died recently in New 
York, United States of 
America (USA).

Kehinde, who was 
battling severe stroke, 
dominated the Nigerian 
music scene, with her iden-
tical sister between the mid-

1960s and early 80s.
The identical sisters 

were Fela Anikulapo-Kuti's 
cousins and they achieved 
great success in Nigeria 
and Europe with their out-
standing  combination of 
afrobeat, reggae, disco and 
Memphis soul genres.

The duo were born 
on 18 September 1948 and 
produced many albums 
which include 'Danger', 
‘Horizon Unlimited’,  ‘Af-
rica’ and ‘Sunshine’ with 
evergreen tracks like Orere 
Elejigbo, Reincarnation and 
Danger.

By N.Ugoh

Burna Boy has 
bagged a Grammy 
Award nomination.

The Recording 
Academy, famously 
known as the Grammy 
Awards revealed this 
when it announced 
the nominees for next 
year's 62nd Grammy 
Awards. Burna Boy 
got nominated in the 

World Music Album 
category for his album 
“African Giant”.

The World Music 
category also has Afri-
can music legend, An-
gelique Kidjo, a Gram-
my award winner as 
a nominee. Angelique 
Kidjo also featured on 
Burna Boy’s album 
on a track “Different” 
alongside Damian 
Marley.

film's must be predomi-
nantly in a language other 
than English but Lionheart 
which runs for 95 minutes, 
contains just 11 minutes of 
Igbo conversation.

Despite the confusion, 
he stated that the rules had 
been passed accross to 
overseas participants. He 
said: "If you're submitting 
for something as important 
as an Academy Award, I 
would think you should 

look at the rules. But there 
are no bad intentions on ei-
ther side. We would love a 
film from this country and 
for it to be part of the pro-
cess."

Nigeria's selection 
committee gave its re-
sponse after the decision 
was made, stating that go-
ing forward, it would sub-
mit non-English dialogue 
films. The response urged 
"filmmakers to shoot with 

intention of non-English 
recording dialogue as a 
key qualifying parameter 
to represent the country 
in the most prestigious 
award."

Karaszewski added 

that "We are not looking 
to make things ineligible. 
I don't think this film was 
disqualified as much as it 
was 

continued on p(42)

Bolaji Amusan 'Mr Latin', National Pres.TAMPAN 
and Temidayo Enitan
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of this,  it seem like some-
one was pushing me from 
behind towards a particu-
lar direction.

 I must have walked 
for 20 minutes when I 
became conscious of my-
self...  "Where was I going 
at this hour of the night?” I 
asked myself.  I decided to 
turn back,  but suddenly I 
felt this painful leg cramps 
that didn't let my leg move 
one inch from where I 
was,  I didn't want to 
scream so as not to attract 
unnecessary attention,  so 
I sat on the floor giving my 
leg time to rest...

Everywhere was si-
lent, but in that silence, 
I could hear a familiar 
tone, it was one of my old 
songs titled “NINU IRORA" 
(IN TIMES OF PAINS). I 
stood up and followed the 
sound...Hoping I would 
be given shelter for the 
night... 

I kept singing along 
as I drew near to the house 
where the music was com-
ing from... 

“Ninu Irora, Mo ba 
Eleda mi soro

(In times of pain, I 
speak to my creator) 

Ninu Isoro, Mo ba 
Eleda mi soro

(In times of Prob-
lems, I speak to my cre-
ator)

Tori Eleda lo Da Eda

(Because, it was 
the creator that created 
the created) 

I kept singing this 
song as its meaning hit 
me... I wrote and sang 
this song over 7 years 
ago, and now I suddenly 
understood the song... In 
all of my problems and 
challenges, I had not been 
speaking (Praying) to my 
creator... I started singing 
the song with so much 
passion, I didn't care if any 
one heard me.... I sat on 
a closed well beside the 
house... 

“Sis Grace.... “I heard 
my name. It was the 
newly posted pastor who 
had visited me few weeks 
back, the music was com-
ing from his house...

“It’s late out here ma, 
what are you doing out 
here... Are you OK? "

No words came out 
of my Mouth but the song 
and tears from my eyes.  
I saw him stretch forth 
His hand to me, the hand 
looked to me like a chance 
of a new life.... I was torn 
between accepting or de-
clining, but I am grateful 
that I accepted that hand 
because it shaped the 
next two weeks after that 
night...

I got to know his 
name was Pastor James, 
he had lost his wife Two 
years earlier, and he didn’t 

have a child.  He took me 
in and for two weeks,  I 
was pampered, he never 
asked me any question,  
he never preached to me,  
but every morning he 
would come to me in the 
room and pray for me and 
the baby.... His prayer was 
simple... 

“Lord, show my Sis 
Grace how much you love 
her, please encourage her 
and make her happy in 
Jesus name"...He always 
ended with a smile, a smile 
so genuine I wondered if 
he was human.  Every day 
before he left for church 
which was just close by, 
he would play one of my 
Audio CD’s he had and put 
it on Automatic replay... 

I had time to heal, I 
had time to think...away 
from the harsh world.

I spoke to him for the 
first time after 8 days... 

“I need to tell you 
something, pastor James 
and I hope you still like 
me when I am done" I said 
very gently

He showed no ex-
pression as I narrated EV-
ERYTHING... but when 
I was done, He looked at 
me with that golden smile 
and said 

“Is that all?"....
The way he asked so 

simply further broke ME 
IN tears... as he held my 
hands and said his simple 

Prayer again. 
He wiped my tears 

and said this to me... 
“The fact that a Lion 

is wounded and injured 
does not make it less of a 
Lion, it just needs time to 
heal and rise up to return 
back to the position of be-
ing called the "KING OF 
THE JUNGLE"... I believe 
my own Sister Grace will 
rise again, Larry was just 
a distraction...You will rise 
again... "

I had not felt love 
and care like this before, 
Pastor James started mak-
ing me see the pregnancy 
as something I should be 
joyful about. His smiles.... 
I was always looking for-
ward to it...

Was this redemp-
tion? Was this God's sec-
ond chance?  Could God be 
Merciful enough to make 
Pastor James write a new 
chapter in the story of my 
life or was this another de-
ceiver like Larry....
\
DEEP THOTS NOVELS
INSPIRED BY THE LIV-
ING WORD
WRITTEN BY OPEYEMI 
O.AKINTUNDE
FACEBOOK@OPEYEMI 
OJERINDE AKINTUNDE
INSTAGRAM@OPEYEMI-
AKINTUNDE
@OPEYEMITHINKS DEEP
YOUTUBE@DEEP THOTS 
FILMS

"He accused me 
of appointing Generals 
based on political consid-
erations. How could that 
be when I fired my service 
chiefs twice in five years, 
to show that I would not 
tolerate anything less 
than meaningful progress 
in the war on terror".

"I was completely 
blind to ethnic or political 
considerations in my ap-
pointments. In civil and 
military matters, I ap-
pointed people that I had 
never even met prior to 
appointing them, based 
on their professional pedi-
gree. Though I was from 
the South, most of my ser-
vice chiefs came from the 
North".

Jonathan said he 
knew that Cameron has 
long nursed deep grudges 
against him for not con-
descending to his nega-
tive bills.

He explained that 
on July 24, 2013, while 
celebrating the passage 
of the United Kingdom’s 
Marriage (Same Sex Cou-
ples) Act, 2013, Cameron 
said “I want to export 
gay marriage around the 
world”.

According to Jona-
than, Cameron had boast-
ed that he would send the 
team that successfully 
drafted and promoted the 
Bill, to nations, like Nige-
ria, saying inter alia “I’ve 
told the Bill team I’m now 
going to reassign them be-
cause, of course, all over 
the world people would 
have been watching this 
piece of legislation”.

In his detailed state-
ment, Jonathan said "As 
President of Nigeria at that 
time, I came under almost 
unbearable pressure from 
the Cameron administra-
tion to pass legislation 
supporting LGBTQ Same 
Sex marriage in Nigeria. 
My conscience could not 
stomach that, because 
as President of Nigeria, I 
swore on the Bible to ad-
vance Nigeria’s interests, 

and not the interest of the 
United Kingdom or any 
foreign power".

"As such, on Mon-
day, January 13, 2014, 
I signed the Same-Sex 
Marriage Prohibition Bill 
into law after the Bill 
had been passed by an 
overwhelming bipartisan 
majority of Nigeria’s par-
liament, in line with the 
wishes of the Nigerian 
people. This happened 
shortly after a study of 39 
nations around the world 
by the U.S. Pew Research 
Center came up with a 
finding which indicated 
that 98 percent of Nigeri-
ans were opposed to the 
idea of Gay Marriage".

"Immediately after I 
took this patriotic action, 
my government came 
under almost unbear-
able pressure from Mr. 
Cameron, who reached 
me through envoys, and 
made subtle and not so 
subtle threats against me 
and my government".

"In fact, meetings 
were held at the Obama 
White House and at the 
Portcullis House in Par-
liament UK, with the 
then Nigerian opposition 
to disparage me, after I 
had signed the Same-Sex 
Marriage Prohibition Bill 
into law".

"On the issue of cor-
ruption, it suffices to say 
that Mr. Cameron is not 
as competent as Trans-
parency International, 
which is globally ac-
knowledged as the adju-
dicator of who is corrupt 
and who is not".

"During my admin-
istration, in 2014, Nige-
ria made her best ever 
improvement on the an-
nual Transparency Inter-
national Corruption Per-
ception Index, moving 
from 144 the previous 
year, to 136, an 8 point 
improvement. As a na-
tion, we have not made 
such improvements on 
the CPI before or after 
2014".

global multi-platform 
entertainment compa-
ny’s divisions which 
include Thunderbird 
Productions, Atomic 
Cartoons and Great 
Pacific Media are ex-
panding rapidly. Fall 
2019 witnessed the 
highest number of 
Thunderbird produc-
tions to happen in a 
single season. The 
company has over 25 
projects in develop-
ment.

While speaking 
about the honor, Bri-
an Paes-Braga, chair 

of Thunderbird Enter-
tainment  said: "Those 
who know Jenn will 
wholeheartedly agree 
she is more than de-
serving of such an ac-
knowledgement. She 
is absolutely one of 
the 100 most influen-
tial women in Canada. 
Now we are thrilled 
the rest of the world 
is getting a chance 
to learn more about 
Jenn, and how her 
remarkable leader-
ship and compassion-
ate spirit are guiding 
the incredible growth 

taking place across 
Thunderbird!"

The initial can-
didates for inclu-
sion were chosen 
by WXN's Diversity 
Council. Past WXN 
Award Winners in-
clude but not limited 
to astronaut Dr Ro-
berta Bondar, Canadi-
an bestselling author 
Margaret Atwood and 
Venture Communi-
cations CEO Arlene 
Dickinson.

While talk-
ing about the list, 
Women's Executive 

Network CEO Sherri 
Stevens said: "We 
are celebrating 100 
of Canada's highest 
achieving women in 
fields ranging from 
arts and entertain-
ment to sports and sci-
ence. All 100 winners 
exemplify power not 
through their standing 
or abilities, but rather 
through how they in-
spire, champion and 
empower others – 
which is why it's very 
important to recognize 
and celebrate their 
great achievements." 

ineligible…it's not 
a dismissal. It's not 
like we didn't like the 
movie, but it would 
be unfair to other 
films to not (adhere 
to) the rules."

According to 

Deadline, the film 
that was disqualified 
for the same reason 
was Israeli film The 
Band's Visit in 2007.

Karaszewsk i ' s 
comments have not 
addressed the main 

concerns of people 
that spoke against 
the decision of the 
Academy. Many 
speaker pointed out 
that the film is still 
particularly Nige-
rian despite being in 

English, and that the 
film's dialogue show-
cases the fact that 
English is Nigeria's 
official language an-
dmore than 500 in-
digenous languages 
are spoken. 



7. Don’t repeat the 
mistake. Turn away from 
the wrong path and be-
gin to do the right things.

More Scriptures:
And Abraham said 

of Sarah his wife, "She is 
my sister." And Abimel-
ech king of Gerar sent 
and took Sarah. But God 
came to Abimelech in a 
dream by night and said 
to him, "Behold, you 
are a dead man because 
of the woman whom 
you have taken, for she 
is a man's wife." Now 
Abimelech had not ap-
proached her. So he said, 
"Lord, will you kill an 
innocent people? Did he 
not himself say to me, 
'She is my sister'? And 
she herself said, 'He is 

my brother.' In the integ-
rity of my heart and the 
innocence of my hands 
I have done this." Then 
God said to him in the 
dream, "Yes, I know that 
you have done this in the 
integrity of your heart, 
and it was I who kept 
you from sinning against 
me. Therefore I did not 
let you touch her. Now 
then, return the man's 
wife, for he is a prophet, 
so that he will pray for 
you, and you shall live. 
But if you do not return 
her, know that you shall 
surely die, you and all 
who are yours." So Abi-
melech rose early in the 
morning and called all 
his servants and told 
them all these things. 
And the men were very 

much afraid. Then Abi-
melech called Abraham 
and said to him, "What 
have you done to us? 
And how have I sinned 
against you, that you 
have brought on me and 
my kingdom a great sin? 
You have done to me 
things that ought not 
to be done." Then Abi-
melech took sheep and 
oxen, and male servants 
and female servants, and 
gave them to Abraham, 
and returned Sarah his 
wife to him. (Genesis 20:2-9, 
14)

(From the book: 
God's Words to Older 
Adults)

www.pas to r ta i -
woodubiyi.org

WhatsApp: +234 
8023000773 
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continued from p(40)
TOTTENHAM SACK POCHETINO…

continued from p(21)
THAT NIGHT IN ROOM 401…

continued from p(41)
NOLLYWOOD MOVIE PRODUCER…

talked about events in Can-
ada, such as “Nollywood 
All-Stars Night, 1st Edition 
of Nigerian Canadian Celeb-
rities Entertainment Award 
(NICCEA AWARD). Nolly-
wood big names, Musician 
and tradinational rulers like 
Yewande Adekoya, Lawal 
Rukayat (Iyabadan), Bose 
Akinola, Soji Omobanke, 
Kabiesi Oluwo of Iwoland, 
Kabiesi Oyotunji from U.S.A, 
Small Doctor and many more 
were in attendance.

He recently held the 
2nd Edition of Nigerian Ca-
nadian Celebrities Enter-
tainment Award (NICCEA 
AWARD) which had stars 
and movie marketer from 
different cities in Canada, 
Nigeria, U.S.A, United King-
dom in attendance.

Among others, some 
Nollywood big names who 

were in attendance are Bolaji 
Amusan (Mr Latin), Bolanle 
Ninolowo Makanaki, Rachel 
Oniga, Iyabo Ojo, Ayan-
dotun Emmanuel (Ayoka 
Omo Ologede), Kunle Adeg-
bite, Biola Adebayo, CHIEF 
KARAN, Laide Bakare, Big-
Vai Jokotoye, NIKKI SPOON-
ER, Olori Funmi Adedeji, Mrs 
Betty Folarin Akinlosotu, 
Mayor Gbenga Adewusi 
(Bayowa Films), Alhaji Ra-
sak Abdullahi (Corporate Pic-
tures), Alhaji Kazim Adeoti 
(Adekaz Production), Mr. 
Olufemi Odunuga (Gemini 
Films), MC Morris, Comedian 
Chelsea Currency Iyabadan, 
Iyameto of Canada, Kemi 
Olarewaju (AGBEKE DIA-
MOND), M.C Promise, M.C 
BigWhite, IGOS, GRAND 
KOMANDA) and many more 
were in attendance.

Apart from his yearly 

award event, he has also 
masterminded some events 
for some of his senior col-
leagues in the Nollywood 
industry such as "SAADAAT 
MOVIE WORLD TOUR" To-
ronto Canada Edition and 
Yomi Fabiyi’s birthday bash 
by Mr Yomi Fabiyi, OMO-
BANKE BIRTHDAY BASH 
by Mr Soji Omobanke, THE 
RICHMOOD BOYS WORLD 
MOVIE PREMIER by Mr 
Yomi Gold, MY HEARING 
Comedy Show by MC MOR-
RIS.

Temidayo is a cousin to 
the legendary comedian and 
National President of TAM-
PAM. He has featured in a 
number of movies and also 
produced movies such as 
Owo Adebayo, Ayo Olopon, 
Ipebi, Ore Mi (My friend), 
Adegoroye, Dokita Oru and 
many others.

continued from p(14)
WITH THIS RING

continued from p(1)
NGOZI UGOH SHINES....

She slowed down to en-
ter the compound. 

Femi was in the 
compound talking with a 
group of corporate-look-
ing men. Ibie alighted 
from her car and stood 
on a side. Soon, Femi 
said goodbye to the men. 
They entered their car 
and drove off.

He turned and 
looked at Ibie. “Good 
evening.”

She came close and 
greeted him. 

As she followed him 
into his office, he asked 
her, “How have you and 
Grace been?”

“We have been do-
ing well.”

“Good. I’m happy to 
hear that.”

In his office, she 
told him, “Pastor, I’d like 
to step down as the Sin-
gles’ Coordinator.”

He definitely wasn’t 
happy to hear that. Sur-
prised, he said, “Step 

down? Why would you 
want to do that?”

She shook her head. 
“Nothing. I just want to 
step down for a while.”

“The Singles Fel-
lowship is about God’s 
work, you can’t abandon 
it.” He pointed out. 

“I’m not abandon-
ing it. I just need some 
time off to put my house 
in order. I will still be in 
church.” As she talked, 
her bottom lip quivered.

“You can’t do that. 
You shouldn’t do it. 
Don’t yield or listen to 
Satan’s suggestion.”

Of course, she knew 
he was right. But how 
could she continue to 
preach to the Singles? 
“Pastor, what do I have 
to tell them when my 
own daughter is preg-
nant? What do I have 
to preach to them? They 
may not even want to 
listen to me again any-

way.” She looked at him 
with pleading eyes. 

“I quite understand 
your feelings, Pastor 
Ibie. But you know God 
doesn’t work that way, 
don’t you?”

“I know but -”
“There’s no but. 

Don’t try to reason 
things out and don’t lis-
ten to your flesh or the 
suggestions of Satan. Do 
what you are supposed 
to do, be where you’re 
supposed to be, and let 
God do what only He can 
do. He will take care of 
the rest.”

(To be continued)
This story is from 

the novel - With This 
Ring by Taiwo Iredele 
Odubiyi

To read this novel 
and other books by the 
same author, please vis-
it:
www.pastortaiwoodu-
biyi.org

On his part, 
Dele Alli tweeted “I 
can’t thank this man 
enough. He’s taught 
me so much and I’m 
so grateful for every-
thing he’s done for 
me. Good luck and 
hope to see you again 
my friend”.

Former Tottenham 
midfielder Jermaine Je-
nas also came out in 
support of the former 
manager, tweeting: 
“Shoulda backed him 
not sacked him! Gut-
ted for Mauricio.”

Also, former Eng-
land midfielder Trevor 
Sinclair blamed Tot-
teham’s players for 
letting their manager 
down, tweeting: “Tot-

tenham players need 
to have a look at 
themselves in the mir-
ror tonight after what 
Poch has done for 
them #Pochettino.”

Jamie Carragher, 
former Liverpool de-
fender backed Pochet-
tino to be back man-
aging in the Premier 
League soon.

He tweeted: “I said 
a few weeks ago I felt 
this project had ran its 
course, I thought there 
would be a change at 
the end of the season 
with either the manag-
er or players changing. 
Pochettino has been a 
brilliant manager for 
Spurs & will be back 
in the PL sooner rather 

than later!
In a swift move, 

Tottenham Hotspur 
named Jose Mourinho 
as their new head 
coach, with the Portu-
guese signing a three-
and-a-half-year deal.

 “In Jose, we have 
one of the most suc-
cessful managers in 
football,” Daniel Levy, 
Tottenham’s chair-
man, said.

 “He has a wealth 
of experience, can in-
spire teams and is a 
great tactician.

 “He has won 
honours at every club 
he has coached. We 
believe he will bring 
energy and belief to 
the dressing room.”

Our principal mission 
is to champion balanced 
presentation of the social, 
economic, political, and 
educational and entertain-
ment events as they un-
fold to our ever increasing 
readership, giving impetus 
and energizing the com-
munity news media and 
pushing further the fron-
tiers of professionalism.

We present to the Ni-
gerian and other commu-
nities in Canada undiluted 
and unsensationalized 
information from Nigeria 
and Africa, not leaving out 
important issues about the 
rest of the world. We also 
promote the Nigerian na-
tion and its rich cultural 
heritage.

The Nigerian Canadi-
an News is a trusted source 
for information about in-
vestment opportunities 
and also provides individ-
uals, religious organization 
and corporate bodies with 
a golden opportunity to 
reach out to their various 
clients through adverts 
and advertorials at reason-
able cost. The figures add 
up and we have 3 other 
products namely; The Ni-
gerian Business Directory 
& The African Canadian 
News.

We are structured first 
and foremost as a business 
and not a megaphone for 
any sectional interest are 
committed to offering a 
product that spells satisfac-
tion to all our stakeholders, 
including our readership 
and those who spend their 

hard earn money advertis-
ing with us.

Our distributing net-
work covers the GTA, On-
tario, Quebec and some 
Provinces in Canada and 
outside Canada. The in-
creasing number of adver-
tisements we carry, twice 
beyond the numbers of our 
nearest competitors attests 
to our growing strength 
and popularity.

As a leading player in 
industry we invite you to 
use this unique opportuni-
ty to publicize your institu-
tion and showcase its ser-
vices and special products 
to our wide and discerning 
readership. Our medium 
would be an excellent way 
to expand your clientele 
base and reach your stake-
holders because we are 
family, community and 
corporate oriented.

With our website we 
are one of the very few 
community papers who 
have and maintain a reg-
ularly updated website, 
while presenting the news 
in a fresh perspective on 
quality paper with various 
sections for topics to make 
it easier and an enjoyable 
experience for the readers.

Our meteoric rise is 
based on the invaluable 
contributions of our sea-
soned and professional 
staff whose loyalty and 
commitment have seen us 
to this level. We are also 
looking for more contribu-
tors. If you are interested, 
please send an email with 
a resume attached to the 

publisher.
As a way of giv-

ing back to society, the 
paper organizes a yearly 
Multicultural Gala event 
which holds every May 
to celebrate outstanding 
mothers. The next edition 
is billed to hold May 2nd, 
2020.

If you’re looking to 
reach and maximize your 
presence within the Nige-
rian community, there’s 
no better vehicle than the 
Nigerian Canadian News-
paper. Canada.

At the CEMA event, 
other personnel were hon-
ored with awards for out-
standing work in radio, 
television documentary, 
film documentary, inter-
net, podcast and innova-
tion. Also, CEMA honored 
Jean Augustine with “Life-
time Achievement Award’’ 
for her contributions to so-
ciety.

The award recipients 
were applauded by a wide 
cross-section of people in-
cluding members of the 
Ontario New Democratic 
Party; Liberal Party MP 
for Eglinton-Lawrence, 
Marco Mendicino; Bramp-
ton Mayor Patrick Brown; 
former Mississauga May-
or, Hazel McCallion; and 
Trinidad-born Emmanuel 
Dick and other members 
of the Canadian Ethnocul-
tural Council.

CEMA was founded 
in 1978 by Sierhey Kh-
mara Ziniak, editor and 
publisher of the Byelorus-
sian Voice. 



Food Depot Restaurant

We cater for all events.
Jollof Rice, Fried Rice, Ọfada Rice, Village Rice, Designer Stew, 
Buka Stew, Ayamashe, Asaro, Ikọkọrẹ, Ẹwa Agayin, Ẹgusi, Ẹfọ 
Riro, Okro, Ewedu, Gbẹgiri, Pepper Soup, Snail, Fish, Assorted 

Meat, Chicken, Turkey, Gizzard, Plantain And More.

Delicious & Tastee
Authentic African Catering

Best in town with 
original recipe

Contact
55 Rutherford Rd. South. Brampton. On.

905.796.1745

EXPERIENCED NIGERIAN COOK WANTED
HELP WANTED

position: Bread Baker

JOB POSITION
Grey Matlock Bakery
168 Kennedy Road South, Ontario

Responsibilities of the Baker
• Mix and bake ingredients to produce breads – Agege loaf bread, sliced Agege bread and develop recipe for 
Agege whole grain bread
• Combine measured ingredients in high speed baking machinery
• Load and provide direction to bakery assistant on when to load materials into production equipment
• Set time and speed controls for mixing and blending machines, or steam kettles so that ingredients will be mixed 
or cooked according to instructions
• Assist in placing dough in pans, molds, or on sheets and bake in production ovens
• Operate cooking, baking, or other food preparation equipment
• Monitor equipment operation to ensure proper functioning
• Ensure that production equipment is clean at all times
• Monitor and observe color of products being baked and adjust oven temperatures, humidity, or conveyor speeds 
accordingly
• Roll, knead, cut, or shape dough to form bread, or other products.
• Direct or coordinate bakery deliveries, receive supplies and equipment
• Decorate baked pastries
• Prepare or maintain inventory or production records
• Record operational or production date

Job Requirements and Qualifications
• High school diploma is required.
• Minimum of 2-year apprenticeship program or a combination of over three years of work experience in the trade
• 3 years of experience baking Artisan Agege loaf and sliced bread and other African pastries is desired
• At least 2 years working experience in a reputable African/ Caribbean bakery preferred
• Experience working in a facility /setting that produce bread and pastries at high speeds
Term of Employment: Full-time
Salary: $15.00 to $20.00 /hour
Language: English (Required)

Grey Matlock Bakery is dedicated to fostering a diverse work environment. 
We will consider all qualified applicants for employment. Students, newcomers are encouraged to apply
Send resume to greymatlockbakery@gmail.com

BEST MC

Lolo Ngozi Ugoh
416-318-3506

Available for:
Weddings, Birthdays, Special Family Occasions, Anniversaries

Corporate/Private
And all events.

Greet guests and make them comfortable
Work as a team member

Acting as the face of the event
We Create Memories that last a Lifetime

Peace of Mind guaranteed.

Open Hours : Fri. 10am-7pm • Sat. 10am-6pm • Sun. 10am-4pm

HARD
SMALL CHICKEN

HARD
CHICKEN FOOT

GOAT BELLY

COW TRIPE

3 for $1300

SMALL
HARD CHICKEN

from $900 each $699 lb

5lb bag

$5600  16 in a box

HARD
CHICKEN WING
$1000  10 lb/bag

$6400  8 in a box

BIG
HENS

$800 each

BIG
HEN

$3800  4 in a box

ROASTER

COW
FOOT

$199 lb

COW
SKIN

$699 lb

JUMBO
ROASTER

SMOKED
FISH 

BURNT GOAT AVAILABLE

BAKSH HALAL MEAT
1666 Jane St., Toronto
Tel: 416-243-9473

WHOLESALE & RETAIL 
TO THE PUBLIC

Low Low Price
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SUE & CHARLIE’S MEAT & SEAFOOD
IN MISSISSAUGA

• YAMS
• GARI
• FUFU
• PLANTAIN
• COSMETICS 
• HAIR PRODUCTS
• KINGFISH BOX

• MACKEREL BOX
• HARD CHICKEN
• SMOKED FISH
• STOCKFISH
• MOVIES
• PALM OIL
• AND MUCH MORE!

SPECIALIZING IN AFRICAN GROCERIES, MEATS & SEAFOODS

IF WE DON’T HAVE IT, WE’LL GET IT FOR YOU
GREAT PRICE, GREAT QUALITY, GREAT SERVICE

FRESH CHICKEN,
GOAT, BURNT GOAT, SHEEP, BEEF

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
3057 HURONTARIO STREET, MISSISSAUGA, L5A 2G9

905-896-2226 OR 905-896-3663

AFRICAN SNAILS 
NOW AVAILABLE

NEW WORLD FOOD MARKET
164 Oakdale Rd.  Toronto

FOR ALL YOUR WHOLESALE AFRICAN FOODS.
We Carry All African Major Brands.

Wholesale Only.

Cash & Carry.

Best Prices In Town.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

By Appointment ONLY PLEASE.

416-836-2652

AFRICAN CARIBBEAN MARKET

5 McMuchy Avenue N. Unit 7, Brampton, ON L6X 2R6
Tel: 905-455-4500
w w w . 3 m s a f r i c a n m a r k e t . c o m

African and Caribbean Products
Fresh Produce,Meat/ Fish, Spices, Yam, Oil,  Frozen 
Vegetables, Garri, Beans, Rice, Semovita, Yam Flour, 
etc.
Beverages, Hair & Body Products
RAZA and Many More
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OYATO FOOD AFRICAN MARKET
African, West Indian and Caribbean 
1550 Jane Street, North York, ON M9N 2R5

Beside Ola Restaurant and Catering Services 

Ofada Rice, Honey Beans, Yam Flour, Plantain Flour, Garri Ijebu, Yellow Garri, 
Pounded Yam, Palmoil, Indomie, Spices, Custard, Hard Chicken and Turkey, 

Goat Meat and Beef, Fish, Cosmetics, Bitterkola and Kolanut and much more.

Beauty Products and much more

www.oyatofood.ca • email: oyatofood@yahoo.com

647.272.0339 • 647.476.4566
Quality Food Superior Service, Top Quality Rich & Fresh African

Food Produce from the Source @ a Discounted Trade Price 

OUR
PRODUCTS
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Our Goal Is To Help
 Quality People For Their 
  Mortgages and Finances
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